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Goal Five-year objectives 

Biodiversity and long-term viability 

of shark populations 

1. Maintain the biodiversity and long-
term viability of New Zealand shark 
populations based on a risk 
assessment framework with 
assessment of stock status, 
measures to ensure any mortality is 
at appropriate levels, and protection 
of critical habitat. 

Objective 1.1 Develop and implement a risk assessment framework to 

identify the nature and extent of risks to shark populations. 

Objective 1.2 Systematically review management categories and 

protection status to ensure they are appropriate to the status of individual 

shark species. 

Objective 1.3 For shark species managed under the QMS, undertake an 

assessment to determine the stock size in relation to BMSY or other 

accepted management targets and on that basis review catch limits to 

maintain the stock at or above these targets. 

Objective 1.4 Mortality of all sharks from fishing is at or below a level 

that allows for the maintenance at, or recovery to, a favourable stock 

and/or conservation status giving priority to protected species and high 

risk species. 

Objective 1.5 Identify and conserve habitats critical to shark populations. 

Objective 1.6 Ensure adequate monitoring and data collection for all 

sectors (including commercial, recreational and customary fishers and 

non-extractive users)) and that all users actively contribute to the 

management and conservation of shark populations. 

Utilisation, waste reduction and the 

elimination of shark finning 

2. Encourage the full use of dead 
sharks, minimise unutilised incidental 
catches of sharks, and eliminate 
shark finning2 in New Zealand 

Objective 2.1 Review and implement best practice mitigation methods, 

as required, in all New Zealand fisheries (commercial and non-

commercial). 

Objective 2.2 Minimise waste by promoting the live release of bycaught 

shark species, and develop and implement best practice guidelines for 

handling and release of live sharks. 

Objective 2.3 Develop and implement best practice guidelines for non-

commercial fishing and handling of sharks. 

Objective 2.4 Eliminate shark finning in New Zealand fisheries by 1 

October 2016. 



  

Domestic engagement and 

partnerships 

3. All commercial, recreational and 
customary fishers, non-extractive 
users, Maori, and interested 
members of the New Zealand public 
know about the need to conserve 
and sustainably manage shark 
populations and what New Zealand is 
doing to achieve this. 

Objective 3.1 Capture and reflect, through meaningful engagement, the 

social and cultural significance of sharks, including their customary 

significance to Maori, in their conservation and management. 

Objective 3.2 Communication and information sharing between 

government agencies and stakeholders is effective, with strategies 

developed and implemented to promote the conservation and 

sustainable management of shark populations. 

Objective 3.3 Encourage compliance with regulations, implementation of 

best practice (including catch avoidance and correct handling), and 

cooperation with ongoing research among commercial and non-

commercial stakeholders. In particular, encourage reporting of any illegal 

practices (especially live finning) that may be observed. 

Non-fishing threats  

4. New Zealand’s non-fishing 
anthropogenic effects do not 
adversely affect long-term viability of 
shark populations and environmental 
effects on shark populations are 
taken into account 

Objective 4.1 Non-fishing anthropogenic and environmental threats to 

shark populations are understood and, where appropriate, managed. 

International engagement 

5. New Zealand actively engages 
internationally to promote the 
conservation of sharks, the 
management of fisheries that impact 
upon them, and the long-term 
sustainable utilisation of sharks. 

Objective 5.1 New Zealand ensures that it meets its international 

obligations and receives positive recognition for its efforts in the 

conservation, protection and management of sharks through active 

engagement in international conservation and management agreements 

relevant to sharks. 

Objective 5.2 New Zealand actively investigates and decides whether to 

become a signatory to the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) 

Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation of Migratory Sharks 

(MoU) in advance of the next Meeting of Signatories in 2015. 

Objective 5.3 New Zealand collaborates with neighbouring countries to 

better understand the population dynamics of highly migratory sharks, 

protected sharks and any other shark species of special interest.  

Objective 5.4 New Zealand proactively contributes to and advocates for 

improved data collection and information sharing of commercial catches 

and incidental bycatch of sharks within relevant Regional Fisheries 

Management Organisations (RFMOs). 

Objective 5.5 New Zealand encourages fishing countries, coastal 

States, and other regional organisations to develop and implement best 

practice Plans of Action for conserving and managing sharks, where they 

have not already done so. 

Research and information 

6. Continuously improve the information 
available to conserve sharks and 
manage fisheries that impact on 
sharks, with prioritisation guided by 
the risk assessment framework. 

Objective 6.1 Ensure information collection systems and processes are 

sufficient to inform management of shark populations 

Objective 6.2 Undertake a research programme, guided by the risk 

assessment framework, to increase understanding of and improve the 

management of shark populations. 

Objective 6.3 Implement research to inform the development of recovery 

plans appropriate to protected species 



 

 

 












