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1 0  P O I N T  C H E C K L I S T

Toitu te whenua
(Leave the land undisturbed)

Protect plants and animals
Treat New Zealand's forests and birds with care 
and respect. They are unique and often rare.

Remove rubbish
Litter is unattractive, harmful to wildlife and can 
increase vermin and disease. Plan your visits to 
reduce rubbish, and carry out what you carry in.

Bury toilet waste
In areas without toilet facilities, bury your toilet 
waste in a shallow hole well away from 
waterways, tracks, campsites and huts.

Keep streams and lakes clean
When cleaning and washing, take the water and 
wash well away from the water source. Because 
soaps and detergents are harmful to water-life, 
drain used water into the soil to allow it to be 
filtered. If you suspect the water may be 
contaminated, either boil it for at least 3 minutes, 
or filter it, or chemically treat it. 

Take care with fires
Portable fuel stoves are less harmful to the 
environment and are more efficient than fires. If 
you do use a fire, keep it small, use only dead 
wood and make sure it is out by dousing it with 
water and checking the ashes before leaving.

Camp carefully
When camping, leave no trace of your visit.

Keep to the track
By keeping to the track, where one exists, you 
lessen the chance of damaging fragile plants.

Consider others
People visit the back country and rural areas for 
many reasons. Be considerate of other visitors 
who also have a right to enjoy the natural 
environment.

Respect our cultural heritage
Many places in New Zealand have a spiritual and 
historical significance. Treat these places with 
consideration and respect.

Enjoy your visit
Enjoy your outdoor experience. Take a last look 
before leaving an area; will the next visitor know 
that you have been there?
Protect the environment for your own sake, for 
the sake of those who come after you, and for the 
environment itself.

Croesus Track
Welcome to the Croesus Track that climbs to the top of the Paparoa Range and descends to Barrytown overlooking the 
Tasman Sea.  Along the way are alps-to-sea panoramas, plus relics of a historic struggle for gold.

FINAL SIZE (VISUAL FACE): 1800mm x 1150mm   

Southern Paparoa Range

NO FIRES 
No open fires allowed. Light fires only in
fireplaces provided at the hut.

For further information contact the Department of Conservation, Greymouth Area Office, 17 High Street, Greymouth; telephone 03 768 0427.         www.doc.govt.nz

NO DOGS 
No dogs are permitted within this area.
Kiwi are present.

Croesus Track
 Smoke-ho carpark to Ces Clark Hut 3.5 hr  10.3 km

 Ces Clark Hut to Barrytown 6 hr 11.9 km

 Garden Gully Track 15 min 1 km

Croesus Routes
 Croesus Knob Route 15 min 497 m

 Croesus Moonlight Route  4 hr 7.8 km

 This route takes you from Croesus Track along the tops of the Paparoa
 Range and connects you with the Moonlight Track at Miekles Hut.
 

Moonlight Pack Track
 Miekles Hut to Moonlight carpark 2.5 hr  6.5 km

Gold and Coal
Blackball Creek is regarded as the source of the 
Grey Valley gold rush in 1865. That was sparked 
off after George Cundy and party found gold in 
the creek in November 1864 and sold a 22-ounce 
nugget to a Greymouth storekeeper on Christmas 
Day. Although the creek supported a few hundred 
gold diggers, whose workings and hotel sites are 
still visible up the valley, Blackball did not 
become famous until the 1880s when 
high-quality coal was mined in the vicinity of the 
present-day township.

It took the discovery of a gold-bearing quartz reef 
at the top of the Paparoa Range in the 1890s to 
establish the track that provides access to that 
area today. The Croesus Gold Mining Company 
attracted interest among mining investors by 
naming itself after the fabulously wealthy King 
Croesus (pronounced Cree-sus) of Lydia (in 
present-day Turkey) during the 6th century B.C. 

WALKING TRACK 
WHAT TO EXPECT:
• Easy to moderate walking from a few 

minutes to a day.
• Track is mostly well-formed, may be
 steep, rough or muddy.
• Suitable for people with low to moderate 

fitness and abilities.
• Clearly sign posted. Stream and river 

crossings are bridged.
• Walking shoes or light tramping/hiking
 boots required.

TRAMPING TRACK
WHAT TO EXPECT:
• Challenging day or multi-day tramping.
• Track is mostly unformed with steep,
 rough or muddy sections.
• Suitable for people with good fitness. 

Moderate to high level backcountry skills
 and experience, including navigation and 

survival skills required.
• Track has markers, poles or rock cairns. 

Expect unbridged stream and river 
crossings.

• Tramping/hiking boots required.

ROUTE 
WHAT TO EXPECT:
• Challenging day or multi-day tramping.
• Track unformed and natural, rough,
 muddy or very steep.
• Suitable for people with above average 

fitness. High level backcountry skills and 
experience, including navigation and

 survival skills required.
• Complete self-sufficiency required.
• Track has markers, poles or rock cairns. 

Expect unbridged stream and river 
crossings.

• Sturdy tramping/hiking boots required.

Eadie Brothers' Smith-Rodley digger proved valuable in forming the large hillside cuttings required to widen 
the lower Croesus Track into a road in 1951-52. Here it was loading a 'jailbar' Ford truck that had the useful 
attribute of being able to go anywhere, according to its driver, Mick Jackson.

Working from 1898 to 1903, the company failed to emulate his fortune, but 
did leave some interesting remains that can be visited today. The company’s 
quartz crushing battery still stands at Garden Gully, where a later enterprise 
also failed. Towers from an aerial cableway that carried quartz down from 
the mine to the first battery site can still be spotted high on the range.

Down by the sea on the far side of the range is Barrytown, which began in 
1879 during one of the West Coast’s last alluvial gold rushes. As mining was 
declining there about the time of the quartz discoveries were made, work 
was started on a track from the town to the tops so local prospectors could 
join in the excitement. Unfortunately the quartz boom ended before the 
track was completed, but a clearly marked route through unspoilt forest fills 
the gap.

On this side, the track originally ran all the way up from near Blackball until 
the 1950s when it was widened into a road to aid coal prospecting. 
‘Measures’ of coal are clearly evident around here, but the prospecting was 
never successful. In the track days, men regularly stopped near this shelter to 
rest and brew a billy of tea over an open fire. This probably explains the 
name Smoke-ho.
 

1950s

BA
SE

 M
A

P 
SU

PP
LI

ED
 B

Y 
G

EO
G

RA
PH

X

Remember to Check, Clean, Dry gear before using
in another waterway to stop the spread of Didymo.

STOP THE SPREAD

HUTS AND CAMPING
A Backcountry Hut Pass or Backcountry Hut Tickets are required
to stay in DOC huts.

WATER
It is recommended that water from the hut is boiled before drinking.
Do not drink from stream.

HUNTING
Hunting is by permit only.

MOUNTAIN BIKING
Mountain biking is permitted.
Please respect other users of the track and the historic fabric.

FISHING 
Fishing for trout requires a licence from Fish and Game New Zealand.

RECREATIONAL GOLD PANNING
Recreational gold panning is permitted within the surveyed area around
Moonlight – hand tools only. Please respect the historic values of the site.

ATTENTION!
• Your safety is your responsibility.   
• Be prepared for extreme weather conditions in the winter months - exposure to snow. 
• Tramping boots are recommended for all walks within this area.
•  If staying overnight, be prepared with adequate food and clothing.
• Traps set in this area are for animal pest control, please do not interfere with them.

To arrange shuttle services bewteen Barrytown and Blackball call the Greymouth i-site on 03 768 5101.

Croesus Track and Moonlight Pack Track




