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WELCOME  
TO TOYOTA  
KIWI GUARDIANS  
IN WAIKATO AND  
BAY OF PLENTY

Claim your medal
Each Kiwi Guardians adventure has  
a different medal – see how many you  
can collect. On your adventure, look out 
for the Kiwi Guardians post or plaque. 
On it you’ll find a special code word 
unique to that site. Write it down,  
then go to kiwiguardians.co.nz  
and tell us the code word to receive 
a free Kiwi Guardians certificate and 
medal in the mail!

There’s adventure at every turn around the 
Waikato and Bay of Plenty regions. From taking  
a swim in a crystal clear lake to trekking through 
gardens and native bush. From hearing the  
songs of native birds to watching fish frolic in 
pristine rivers. With Toyota Kiwi Guardians  
you can go on epic nature adventures at over  
100 places around the country.

Iwi and hapū have established a special cultural 
and spiritual relationship with the environment 
in the Waikato and Bay of Plenty regions that 
continues today. 

For all the info on each adventure,  
go to kiwiguardians.co.nz!

We could fill the space here with 
an image of children with medals? 

Or more text?

 Top: Toyota Kiwi 
Guardians medals. 
Photo: Emma Boyd
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1. Kauaeranga Valley 
2. Wairēinga /Bridal Veil Falls 
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10. Tongariro National Trout Centre 
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Hey grown-ups!

Your safety is your 
responsibility
Follow the outdoor  
safety code:
• Plan your trip

• Tell someone your plans

• Be aware of the weather

• Know your limits

• Take sufficient supplies

doc.govt.nz/safety

Check out doc.govt.nz for 
track alerts in your area.

Minimise your impact
A Kiwi Guardian looks after 
the environment and our 
heritage. You can make a 
difference in so many ways.

Make sure you:
• Leave no trace 

leavenotrace.org.nz
•  Follow the  

Water Care Code 
doc.govt.nz/ 
care-codes

We’ll send you a double-sided 
certificate for each child in 
your group, and the group will 
receive one wooden medal.

The certificate includes 
redemption information  
for the guardian of the child,  
if the child wants their own 
wooden medal (as per the 
individual child/parent 
rewards structure). If a child 
applies for a medal from  
home, our standard terms  
and conditions will apply.

TOYOTA Kiwi Guardians 
adventures 
in Waikato and the Bay of Plenty

Taking a group?
Toyota Kiwi Guardians 
adventures can easily be 
incorporated into a school  
or club group adventure. 

When planning an activity, 
contact us at  
kiwiguardians@doc.govt.nz 
and tell us:

•  the number of children 
undertaking the activity

• the name of the activity

•  when you are undertaking 
the activity.
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Coromandel

1.  KAUAERANGA 
VALLEY

Kauaeranga Valley has it all - camping, walking and 
tramping, swimming and more!

•    Pack a picnic and head to Hoffmann’s Pool – enjoy a nature walk 
and a great swimming hole.

•    Discover the kauri logging past at the visitor centre, then walk  
to a model dam.

•    Grab the family and enjoy the kiwi camping tradition – there are 
8 campsites to choose from!

Difficulty: Easy  
(wheelchair accessible)

Time: 40 minutes return 
each for Hoffmann’s pool and 
model dam.

Distance: Hoffmann’s pool is 
500 m return. Model dam is 
900 m return. 

Getting there: From SH25 
at the southern entrance to 
Thames, turn right into Banks 

Street, then veer right into 
Parawai Road, which becomes 
Kauaeranga Valley Road. The 
Kauaeranga Visitor Centre is 
12 km up the valley and the 
model dam can be accessed 
from here. Hoffmann’s Pool is 
a further 2 km after the visitor 
centre on gravel road. The 
gravel road after the visitor 
centre is 9 km and leads to 
many campsites and tracks  
in the valley.

K
au

ae
ra

ng
a 

Ph
ot

o:
 A

ng
el

a 
H

su
. 

Claim your  
Kiwi Guardians medal 
On your adventure look out for the  
Guardian Post. On it you’ll find a special  
code word – write it down below (but don’t 
share it!), then go to kiwiguardians.co.nz  
and claim your medal.

Write your code word here
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Coromandel

Kauaeranga Valley - Discover the Kauaeranga 
Valley

1. First things first, walk the Kahikatea walk to the model dam. Take yourself 
on a trip down history lane and see for yourself what a dam might have been 
like in days gone by. What did they use the dam for back then? What floats 
on water...hmmmmmm. 

2.  Keep your eyes peeled for the kauri tree nursery, can you see how many 
babies are in there? How old do you think each one is? 

3.  Get your togs and an adult! There’s a track from the Visitor Centre that leads 
to the swimming hole in Shag Stream campground - get ready to get wet! 
Who can do the biggest splash?!

4. Time flies fast when you’re having fun. Can you spot the stone plaque? 
What is the date on it? The plaque helps us to remember the opening of the 
Coromandel Forest Park. 

5.  Where are the Giants? Can you find them on the deck of the visitor’s 
centre? Look down and see the giant rings cut into the wood. 
How many footsteps does it take for you to go around Te 
Matua Ngahere (brown ring)?

6. Can you find a log that has been resting for a long 
time, and now sitting enjoying the view of Māori 
Chief? Look beside the building, can you climb 
over it?

7.  Treasure hunt! Are you a true blue 
Kauaeranga Explorer!? Are you up for a 
challenge? Well there is guaranteed treasure 
at the end of this hunt, woooohooooo! Collect 
a map at the Visitor Centre. 

8.  Let’s go on a Nature Walk to Hoffmans Pool. 
On the way to this huge swimming hole, take 
a walk on the wild side of the bush and tell us 
how many different trees you can find. 

9.  When is the best time to walk the Jasper 
Creek track? Anytime! Can you spot the 
tōtara, rimu, tōwai and kahikatea? What 
about the fungi and ground orchids growing 
alongside the track? 

10.  A slippery night adventure; have you ever 
played spotlight? Are you brave enough to look 
under the bridge? Are there trolls? Monsters? Or 
something slimier? Complete the activity sheet in 
the light of day. 

11.  The forest fairy adventure. You’ll need to wait for the lights to go out, then 
very quietly search for the fairy lights. Yes! Check out all the glow worms 
shining in the night. Don’t forget to take a torch with you! 

12.  Ever seen a living giant?! Now you can. The Cookson kauri walk will give you 
a glimpse of some of the biggest trees in the country - our magnificent kauri. 
Don’t miss out on this one! 

13.  Now for the ultimate challenge -  this is a journey only for the brave, climb to the 
top of the Pinnacles and feel like you are on top of the world! Stay the night at 
the Pinnacles Hut. We challenge you to count all the stars in the night sky. 

 K
auaeranga Visitor Centre. Photo: D

O
C

Stop by the 
Visitor centre for more  
in-depth information about  
Kauaeranga Valley and conservation.
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Waikato

2.  WAIReNGA/BRIDAL 
VEIL FALLS

See the 55 m Wairēinga/Bridal Veil Falls from both the  
top and the bottom.

• Feel really tall at the top of Wairēinga Falls, then  
 really little at the bottom.

• Climb all the steps – how many are there?

• Look for rainbows in the water. 
Difficulty: Easy

Time: 30 minutes return

Distance: 1.2 km return to 
top of falls, further to base  
of falls. 

Getting there: Access 
Te Mata Road from the 
Hamilton/Raglan Highway 
and then left onto Kawhia 
Road for a further 4 km.
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Claim your  
Kiwi Guardians medal 
On your adventure look out for the  
Guardian Post. On it you’ll find a special  
code word – write it down below (but don’t 
share it!), then go to kiwiguardians.co.nz  
and claim your medal.

Write your code word here
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View the spectacular 
55metre falls from the 
viewing platform - 55 
metres, how many times 
your height is that?

 V
ie

w
in

g 
pla

tform at the top of Wairēinga Falls. P
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Wairēinga / Bridal Veil Falls - The Wonderful 
Waterfall!

1. Woooohoooo you made it! This is a good spot to watch the 
Pākoka stream flow past. Can you see any critters in the 
water?

2. Who is Tāne Mahuta? Put on your fast-reading eyes and see 
if you can find out. What’s the last sentence in English on the 
Pou?

3. Can you see the longest kareao / supplejack? It’s a long vine 
that twists and turns... Did you know that it’s an important 
plant for Māori medicine? What else do you think it could be 
useful for?

4. Who can spot the mānuka trees? What comes from 
mānuka that we can put on our toast? Here’s a hint: 
buzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz.

5. You are at the top of the falls - careful! How high is Wairēinga 
falls? Is it windy up there? Tāwhirimātea is the Māori god of 
the wind. Can you see any itsy bitsy people at the bottom? 
Will they wave back?

Waikato

6. This is the middle viewing platform, can you see any rainbows 
from here? How many colours can you count? And who can 
spot the guardian post?! You’ve earned your medals, quick - 
what’s the code?

7. Now you’re at the water! What can you hear when you close 
your eyes? Can you see any tuna/eels in the water? This is a 
nice place for a yummy picnic!

8. Ready to count? How many steps are there?! How many can 
you count in Māori? Can you go up the steps backwards? 
Tricky huh? 

9. Check out the DOC information panels. How was Wairēinga 
created? Why hasn’t the water eroded the hill? Is it a special 
kind of rock at the top?

10. Why do you think Māori call this place Wairēinga? Why do you 
think it got its English name? It’s so different...
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3.  LAKE ROTOPIKO
Where in the world can you play eels and ladders,  
mudfish scrabble, or guess “Whose poos”?  
At Lake Rotopiko of course!

• Step through a predator-proof fence.

• Learn from hands-on activities on the Rotopiko  
 Discovery Trail.

• Look for Fred the Thread – the world’s skinniest  
 caterpillar.

• See a Coca Cola coloured peat lake and ancient  
 kahikatea trees standing on their tippy toes.

Difficulty: Easy 

Time: 1 hr 

Distance: 1.5 km 

Getting there: Lake Rotopiko 
is off SH3 (Ohaupo Road), 

22 km south of Hamilton and 
3 km south of Ohaupo. The 
entrance is between Sowerby 
and Jary Road, left-hand turn 
only. Pedestrian access is 
through a sliding gate in the 
predator-proof fence.
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Claim your  
Kiwi Guardians medal 
On your adventure look out for the  
Guardian Post. On it you’ll find a special  
code word – write it down below (but don’t 
share it!), then go to kiwiguardians.co.nz  
and claim your medal.

Write your code word here
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Lake Rotopiko - The Wetland Wonderland!

1. Let’s get going! But first, check your bags for pests. 
People and bats are the only mammals allowed in here!

2. Now we’re on the discovery trail! Open the box and 
challenge your friends to do all the activities - you can do 
it!

3. For peat’s sake -read the sign! Check out the 
interpretation sign to learn heaps more about peat lakes.

4. Now we’re on the lakeside boardwalk, look closely with 
your detective hat on, can you see any prints? Who do you 
think walks around here?

5. See the green box in the drain? That’s to let big eels out. 
Play the eels and ladders game to find out where they 
need to go!

6. You’ve made it to the Pāteke Ponds, who do you think 
these were built for?

7. Is Fred the Thread home? Fred is one of the world’s 
skinniest caterpillars! Look for him in the giant cane rush; 
be careful not to damage his home! 

8. Time for some mudfish scrabble! Who can make the 
longest word?

9. Whoa! Check out the ancient kahikatea trees, guess how 
old they are!

 Ancient kahikatea trees. Photo: D
O

C

Check out the huge kahikatea 
trees, the tallest trees here. 
They can live up to 1,000 
years, how many of your 
lifetimes would that be?

Waikato

16



17 18

4.  SANCTUARY 
MOUNTAIN 
MAUNGATAUTARI

Experience an ancient, vibrant predator-free forest - alive 
with native wildlife including many of New Zealand’s 
rarest and most endangered insects, birds and fish. 

• Step through the world’s longest  
 predator-proof fence.

• Enjoy a variety of bush walks or take a guided tour.

• See many of New Zealand’s endangered birds in  
 their natural environment.

Difficulty: Easy 

Time: 2 hr 

Distance: Up to 5 km

Getting there: Sanctuary 
Mountain Maungatautari 
is about 39 km south of 
Cambridge. Turn onto Tari 
Road at Pukeatua and follow 
this to the end.
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Claim your  
Kiwi Guardians medal 
On your adventure look out for the  
Guardian Post. On it you’ll find a special  
code word – write it down below (but don’t 
share it!), then go to kiwiguardians.co.nz  
and claim your medal.

Write your code word here
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Sanctuary Mountain Maungatautari - An Ancient 
Forest Awakening

1. Check in at Whare Pae Manuhiri (visitor centre) to organise entry 
to the Southern Enclosure and meet our friendly team. Before you 
head into the enclosure, take a look at the fence outside - this is 
what keeps pests out of the forest, and it's 47km long. That's a lot 
of protection!

2. Let's get going! Across from the carpark go through the turnstile 
gate. Check out the view! Follow the track to the entrance to  
Te Tui a Taane (the Southern Enclosure). Biosecurity check time! 
Please check your bags for sneaky stowaway pests before you go 
through the gates.

3. Just inside the gate you can hear the stream. Protected by 
streamside plants, the water runs clear. Native freshwater fish and 
kōura live there.

4. Continue quietly along the Rātā track. You’ve entered an ancient 
forest of tall Tawa and Pukatea trees. What can you see? What can 
you hear? Put on your super-hearing taringa (ears)!

5. Listen out for the whooshing wings of kererū! They're as big as rugby 
balls! Turn left to discover stories about this special keystone species. 
Head back up the Rātā track!

6. Next stop; a rimu tree! The ancient, emergent Rimu are taller than 
the Tawa. Can you see the top? Can you imagine climbing that? Do 
you think you could see your house from up there?

7. Just up ahead is a feeding station. This has sugar water for hihi/
stitchbirds and korimako/bellbirds which are nectar feeding birds. 

8. Who's in the clearing? Sit quietly and you'll see. This is a favourite spot 
for inquisitive Kākā. How many birds can you identify? Flip over the 
signs to see if you were right!

9. Ready for an awesome bird's-eye view? Climb 16m up the canopy 
tower. Just like a vine, you've reached the sunlight near the top of 
the trees.

Tuatara are distant relatives of dinosaurs 
from 200 million years ago. They can live 
to be 100 years old – is there anyone that 
old in your family? You may see a tuatara 
on your TKG adventure?

Waikato

10. Stand at the foot of one of New Zealand's largest forest trees, a 
Northern Rātā. This giant began life high up in the branches of a host 
tree. Look at how the crazy roots have taken over!

11. There’s more to explore! Look for Wētā hotels on trees next to the 
track on your way back. Quietly open the door and peek inside. Is 
anyone home?
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Bay of Plenty

5.  KARANGAHAKE 
WINDOWS WALK

This short walk boasts beautiful scenery and spectacular 
mining remnants including disused gold mining tunnels - 
kids will love it!

• Toot, toot! Come along and learn about the  
 Karangahake Historic Walkway that follows the old 
  railway line between Paeroa and Waihi, giving  
 access to impressive remains from the mining and  
 railway eras.

• Don’t forget your torch, the railway line will take  
 you up and down and through a dark tunnel.  
 Its loads of fun!

Difficulty: Easy

Time: 1 hr

Distance: 2.5 km loop

Getting there: Park by the 
Karangahake Hall or in the 

Karangahake Domain Car Park 
on SH2 between Paeroa and 
Waihi, at the southern limits 
of the Coromandel Peninsula. 
Karangahake is about 130 km 
drive from Auckland, or 80 km 
from Hamilton.
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Claim your  
Kiwi Guardians medal 
On your adventure look out for the  
Guardian Post. On it you’ll find a special  
code word – write it down below (but don’t 
share it!), then go to kiwiguardians.co.nz  
and claim your medal.

Write your code word here
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Karangahake Windows Walk - A Golden Adventure!

This old wagon is what  
was used to remove  
debris while excavating  
gold mines in the late  
1800s and early 1900s.  
You can imagine you are  
a gold-miner from 100  
years ago.

Bay of Plenty

1. Swingbridge: Make your way across the swinging bridge 
– don’t look down unless you’re brave!

2. Powerhouse: We need power! Check out the Talisman 
Powerhouse. 

3. Woodstock Battery: What’s so special about the 
Woodstock Battery?  

4. Talisman Battery: It’s time to learn about gold hunting! 
Check out the Talisman Battery.

5. Kiwi Guardian Post: Switch on your torch – WE’RE 
GOING IN!  

6. Window: Take a peek out the first window looking down 
over the Ohinemuri River.

7. Second Window: Who can find the second window?!
8. Viewing Platform: What can you see from the viewing 

platform? 

9. Tramway Bridge: See the Karangahake Gorge in all its 
glory from the Tramway bridge. Yell out your name and 
see if you get an echo!
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6.  OKERE FALLS
Follow the Okere River as it cascades between narrow, 
steep ravines to enter the tranquil waters of trout pool.

• View the remains of one of New Zealand’s first 
  hydroelectric power stations.

• Descend Hinemoa’s steps to reach Tutea’s cave  
 and get close to the waterfalls.

• Try to spot trout swimming against the current  
 in the trout pool. Difficulty: Easy

Time: 1 hr

Distance: 2.4 km 
return

Getting there:  
Okere Falls is about 
21 km north of 
Rotorua. Follow SH 
30, which leads into 
SH 33 (Rotorua to 
Tauranga Highway) 
and turn into Trout 
Pool Road.
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Claim your  
Kiwi Guardians medal 
On your adventure look out for the  
Guardian Post. On it you’ll find a special  
code word – write it down below (but don’t 
share it!), then go to kiwiguardians.co.nz  
and claim your medal.

Write your code word here

Bay of Plenty
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Okere Falls - The Waterfall With Lots Of Wow! 

1. We’re at the hydroelectric turbine! Can you say that five 
times really fast? This turbine was hauled up the river 
bank in 1995. What does it make?

2. Yes! We’ve made it to the scenic lookout. These 
waterfalls once energised one of New Zealand’s first 
hydroelectric power stations. Can you see the remains of 
the power station?

3. Hinemoa’s steps were cut out of the rock face in 1907. 
Can you count the total number of steps? 

4. Check out Tutea’s falls. Can you see any rafters or 
kayakers coming down the falls? Would you like to raft 
down the river one day?

5. Wow! It’s Tutea’s cave. It’s believed women and children 
hid in these caves during times of war. Crazy huh? Can 
you imagine hiding in one of these?

6. This lush green native vegetation is home to many 
different birds including kererū, tui and fantails. Can 
you see any of them? Can you make the same sounds?

7. It’s the trout pool! Many battles were fought for the rich 
resources in this area, including the freshwater species 
such as eels. Can you spot any trout swimming against 
the current?

Bay of Plenty
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These steps were built 
by Europeans for access 
to a viewing platform 
overlooking Okere Falls, a 
sacred place where Māori 
women and children would 
hide during conflict.
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7.  TAUPo SPA PARK
Spa Park is Taupō’s largest park and has a wide variety  
of family-friendly features.

• Soak in the geothermal hot pools.

• Playground with a zippy flying fox and skate ramp.

• Plenty of bike riding opportunities – from the 
surrounding mountain bike tracks, to a pump track,  
and the extreme dirt jumps for the truly daring. Difficulty: Easy

Time: Approximately 45 
minutes to walk loop while 
doing activities at each 
station 

Distance: 1.6 km to 
complete the loop walk

Getting there: From the 
Countdown Roundabout 

on the corner of Tongariro 
Street and Spa Road, drive 
for 4 min (2.5 km) up Spa 
Road. Slight left at top of 
Spa Road and continue on 
Spa Road for another 120 m. 
Turn left into County Ave and 
drive down to the Spa Park 
carpark 650 m.

Spa Park - 281 Spa Rd, 
Tauhara, Taupō 3378
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Claim your  
Kiwi Guardians medal 
On your adventure look out for the  
Guardian Post. On it you’ll find a special code 
word – write it down below (but don’t share 
it!), then go to kiwiguardians.co.nz  
and claim your medal.

Write your code word here

Taupō
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Find a quiet spot next to 
the Otumuheke Stream 
and sit and listen to what 
sounds you hear coming 
from nature. O

tu
m

uh
ek

e Stream, at Spa Park. Photo: Kerryn Penny (D
OC)

Spa Park Taupō - Spa Park Perfection

1. Mt Tauhara: Before heading down the track, look to the east to 
see our town’s beautiful maunga – Mt Tauhara.

2. Play Hill: Time for rollie pollies! We dare you to roll all the way 
down! Can you then walk straight?

3. Viewing Platform: Stand on the viewing platform to see where 
the hot waters of the Otumuheke Stream meets the crystal-
clear waters of the Waikato River. Can you spot anyone 
having a dip today?

4. Stream Sounds: Follow the track along the stream, but listen 
up! Is the water flowing loudly or quietly?

5. Tree Ferns: Take a little detour. Stand on the second bridge. 
Can you see the tree ferns on the stream banks? Where have 
you seen silver ferns before? Please give way to mountain 
bikes!

6. Paper Clip: Climb the hill to the big red paper clip. How high do 
you think it is? 

7. Bellbirds: Head down the other side of this hill under the large 
trees. How many birds can you see or hear?

8. Flying Fox: Find the Flying Fox and have a zip down. Did you 
reach the tyre at the end? 

9. Playground: Around the playground, can you see a blue bike 
hiding somewhere really high?

Taupō



33 34

8.  WAIPAHIHI 
BOTANICAL 
GARDENS

The Waipahīhī Botanical Gardens are a piece of paradise 
close to Taupō town centre. Walking tracks take you through 
beautiful native bush and forest trees as well as flowering 
plants from faraway lands.

• The best time to see the (over 2,000) rhododendrons, 
camellias and azaleas is when they are flowering in spring 
(October and November).

• Open every day until dusk (gate closed at dusk to cars).

• A section of the road through the gardens was once used 
by stagecoaches that carried travellers from Taupō to 
Napier or Rotorua.

• There are many picnic tables and seats as well as grassy 
open spaces for picnics.

Difficulty: Moderate 
walking difficulty. 

Time: Approximately 50 
minutes to complete loop 
walk 

Distance: 2 km loop walk

Getting there: Waipahīhī 
Botanical Reserve is located at 
the top of Shepherd Road, just 
4.5 km from the centre of Taupō 
township.
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Claim your  
Kiwi Guardians medal 
On your adventure look out for the  
Guardian Post. On it you’ll find a special code 
word – write it down below (but don’t share 
it!), then go to kiwiguardians.co.nz  
and claim your medal.

Write your code word here

Taupō
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Remember to take 
time to enjoy the view 
of Lake Taupō during 
your TKG adventure at 
the Waipahīhī Botanical 
Gardens picnic spot.
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Waipahīhī Botanical Gardens -  
Guardians of the Garden! 

1. Carpark: Walk back down the road that brought you into the 
gardens and spot the climbing rata!

2. Fern Walk: Just inside the gate you’ll find the entry to the Fern 
Walk. Can you count the different types of ferns?

3. Tree Fern Alley: Look up at these tall umbrella-looking trees. 
Would they be good in the rain?

4. Lake: Stop a while and enjoy the spectacular views of the lake 
and the town. Good spot for a selfie!

5. Reservoir: What do you think is stored in this massive thing 
here?

6. White Mistletoe: It’s growing on the trees in front of the 
reservoir. Can you see it? And can you spot trees living in 
other trees?

7. Dr Seuss tree: Side step up the track and see if you can find 
the Dr Seuss tree. 

8. Kauri Trees: These are some of the most ancient trees on 
Earth! Did you know they drop their lower branches?

9. Rhododendrons: These are magnificent flowering trees. Do 
you know where they come from?

10. Black Tree Ferns: Do you know the Māori name for this tree 
fern? Look closely – you may spot the Kiwi Guardians Post.

11. Time for a picnic or just a good run around.

Taupō
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9.  WHAREWAKA HIKOI
Wharewaka to Waipahīhī Hīkoi is an adventure along the 
shore of Lake Taupō. Keep an eye out for tuī, native bush, 
and if you’re really lucky you might just spot a Pukeko or 
two.

• Stop at awesome playgrounds along your journey.

• Check out the toitoi, mānuka, harakeke, and tī kōuka 
trees at Secombe Park.

• Enjoy a picnic at the halfway point.  

• Drop by the sailing centre for a cool drink to reward 
your big effort.

Difficulty: Easy 

Time: 25- 30 minutes’ walk 

Distance: 1.2 km from 
parking area to sailing centre 
(one way)

Getting there: From Taupō 
town centre travelling south 

along Lake Terrace continue 
until you reach a turning 
bay and posted road sign 
Wharewaka road.  
Turn right and follow road all  
the way to the end until you 
reach a dirt/gravel car park. 
This is where you start the 
Wharewaka Hīkoi .
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Claim your  
Kiwi Guardians medal 
On your adventure look out for the  
Guardian Post. On it you’ll find a special code 
word – write it down below (but don’t share 
it!), then go to kiwiguardians.co.nz  
and claim your medal.
NOTE: The Guardian Post is multi use and has other signage on its sides

Write your code word here

Taupō
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Wharewaka Hīkoi 

1. Geotec Survey Mark: Start at Wharewaka Point and find the 
Geotec survey mark. See the translation for “Kia Tupato: 
Kaua e tutu”. 

2. Playground: Walk downhill to the Wharewaka recreational 
reserve, playground, BBQ and toilets for the whanau to enjoy! 

3. BBQ: Find the Belly Bin by the BBQ. Our hīkoi/walk has many 
of these sustainable ‘Belly Bins’. They are solar powered 
and signal to the council when they are full and need to be 
emptied.  Count how many you find along the hīkoi.

4. Kohatu Parade Stairs: Run up the stairs to Kohatu Parade. 
Have a rest on the seat at the top and enjoy the view from 
up high. How many steps can you count on the way down?

5. Secombe Park: Check out the toitoi, manuka, harakeke and 
ti kōuka trees! Pukeko might also be around!

6. Three Mile Bay Boat Ramp: What does the wooden sign 
suggest you do at Three Mile Bay?

7. More Stairs: Climb to the top of the stairs – how many are 
there? Double check your counting on the way down!

8. Guardian Post: Keep your eyes peeled for the Kiwi 
Guardians post – note the code word so you can claim a 
reward. What other signage is on the post?

Taupō

9. Kōwhai Tree and Seat: Take a well-earned rest on the seat 
amongst the Kōwhai Trees and look back to where your 
hīkoi/walk started.

10.  Triangle Marker: Look out for the triangle on top of a post, 
on the corner. What is this for?

11. Two Mile Bay Boat Ramp: At the end of the hīkoi/walk you 
will be greeted by another awesome reserve, which has 
toilets and a BBQ. This is a great place to sit and watch the 
action at the boat ramp! Be careful - it can be a busy place!

12. Two Mile Bay Sailing Centre: The Two Mile Bay Sailing 
Centre is located nearby, a little further along the 
walkway. You may want to treat yourself to a warm or cold 
refreshment after your awesome effort!

This is a good spot  
to sit back, relax  
and enjoy nature!
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10.  TONGARIRO 
NATIONAL TROUT 
CENTRE

Something fishy is going on here, but you’ll have to  
drop in to see! Step into our freshwater paradise and  
frolic with our fascinating friends - native fish, trout  
and even whio.

•  Spot the massive trout in the Waihukahuka  
stream – buy some fish food and feed them.

• Use your sleuthing skills – find out who’s in  
your whitebait fritter at the Genesis Energy  
Freshwater Aquarium.

• Look, listen, and enjoy our native birds.

• Bring a picnic and enjoy a family day out.
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Claim your  
Kiwi Guardians medal 
On your adventure look out for the  
Guardian Post. On it you’ll find a special code 
word – write it down below (but don’t share 
it!), then go to kiwiguardians.co.nz  
and claim your medal.

Taupō

Difficulty: Easy 

Time: 45 minutes to 
complete the walk around  
the centre.

Distance: 1.25 km walkway 
around the centre.

Getting there: The Tongariro 
National Trout Centre is on SH 1 
about 4 km south of Turangi. 

Write your code word here
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Tongariro National Trout Centre - Fantastic Fishy Fun!

1. Trout: Peer into the stream, what can you see? Trout love this 
stream because it’s cool, clean, and clear.

2. Visitor Centre: The Small Fry room has heaps of fun things for 
you to learn and do, like read about some of our special taonga 
freshwater animals.

3. Native Fish: Most New Zealanders never see our native 
freshwater fish. How many can you find in our aquarium?

4. Fish Trap: This is where we trap trout to find out how healthy  
they are. Are there any fish in the trap?

5. Native Bush: Walk very quietly here, can you hear anything?  
Can you see any of our native birds?

6. Jacks and Hens: The viewing chamber is a great place to view  
wild trout in the stream. Male trout (called Jacks) have a funny 
hook on their jaw, can you see any Jacks?

7. Pond: Woah, that’s a lot of fish! This is where the fish from our 
Hatchery end up. This is a good chance to feed the fish if you 
bought fish food.

8. Tongariro River: Take a stroll along the mighty Tongariro River. 
Keep your eyes out  for birds. If you’re lucky you might see our 
favourite fantastic whio!

9. Whio: Speaking of whio, these big enclosures are for young  
whio. We only have whio here in the summer because that’s  
when the ducklings are growing up.

Taupō

Giant kokopu (Galaxias 
argenteus) are the largest 
member of the Galaxiidae or 
whitebait family. They usually 
grow to 300-400mm, that is 
about as long as your forearm.
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11.  LAKE 
ROTOPOUNAMU

Combine a walk to a beautiful lake with a picnic and maybe 
even a swim.

• Walk in beautiful dense forest, full of interesting ferns 
and tall trees.

• Keep an eye out for North Island robin – they like to eat 
insects you disturb as you walk.

• Visit the jewel lake protected by Mt Pihanga in 
Tongariro National Park.

• Pack a picnic and enjoy a lunchtime swim at Long 
Beach.
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Claim your  
Kiwi Guardians medal 
On your adventure look out for the  
Guardian Post. On it you’ll find a special code 
word – write it down below (but don’t share 
it!), then go to kiwiguardians.co.nz  
and claim your medal.

Taupō

Difficulty: Easy 

Time: 2 hours

Distance: 5 km loop track

Getting there: Lake 
Rotopounamu is off SH 47, 11 km 
from Turangi. 

Write your code word here
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Lake Rotopounamu – A Jewel Of A Trip To 
Rotopounamu!

1. Let’s go! As you’re walking up the start of the track, look out 
for the Mātai Tree! What’s special about the texture of the 
trunk?

2. Possum ice-cream? White Mistletoe is one of possum’s 
favourite foods! When standing at junction sign – turn around 
to see the mistletoe behind you.

3. Check out the info panel! How many of these birds have you 
seen or heard as you walked up the track? Keep an eye out for 
the North Island Robin.

4. Woooohoooo! We’re at 5 Minute Beach, this is your first 
good view of the lake. Can you spot the wahine mountain (Mt 
Pihanga)? Or Long Beach?

5. Introducing… Kidney ferns! Did you know they don’t like to 
share their space, and release a special chemical to prevent 
other plants growing nearby.

6. Knock, knock! Who lives here? Can you see the holes in the 
tree? Who do you think might live here? This tree is tagged to 
identify trap number 44 sitting close by.

7. Let the sunshine in – OOPS!  This giant Beech Tree has fallen 
over into the lake…I wonder why?

8. Ready for Rimu?! Touch the textured bark on this amazing 
tree and look at the patterns. What insects might live in and 
under the bark?

9. QUACK, QUACK! Spot the ducks… How many can you see? Do 
they quack back to you?

10. We’re at Punga Bridge. Look down and see the huge punga 
tree on the lake side of bridge, do you think it ever gets 
thirsty?

Taupō

Watch out for these giants of 
the forest. Mātai trees can grow 
up to 30 metres tall – how many 
times your height is that?
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Build a wE–tA– ‘motel’!
Earn a Toyota Kiwi Guardians Action Medal by creating a 
wētā motel in your backyard. It's a home for wētā to crawl 
into, to protect them from being eaten by introduced 
predators like rats, stoats, cats and hedgehogs. 

New Zealand has more than 70 different species of wētā, 
from small ground wētā to wētā that can be heavier than 
a mouse! Wētā have been around since the time of the 
dinosaurs, and only exist in New Zealand. Many wētā 
species are now threatened or endangered so it’s very 
important we look after them.

About wētā motels
• Wētā live in holes but there 

really aren’t that many holes 
in trees. That’s why wētā  
dig under stones or chew 
through rotten logs to  
make their homes.

• Wētā motels are no-fuss 
homes for wētā. They find one, 
crawl in and relax. You can 
place a wētā motel in a tree, 
under a tree and even on a 
fence post.

• Female wētā lay 100–300 eggs, 
so if you build a home they like, 
their numbers will grow!

Tell us about it!
Have you snapped pictures of some cool critters,  
or taken part in an epic Toyota Kiwi Guardians 
adventure? Post your photos on our Facebook page 
or share them with us on social media using  
the hashtag #KiwiGuardians.

 Rai Valley Conservation 
Club making Weta Motels-
Photo: Toni O’Donnell

Giant Wētā. Photo: Sabine Bernert

Ready for action?
Did you enjoy your adventure? Want to take the next step?  
You can also earn Toyota  Kiwi Guardian Action Medals by carrying 
out conservation activities at home. Become a Tree Planter, a 
Wildlife Protector or learn how to build a wētā motel. On the next 
page is one of the activities you can do. 

Visit kiwiguardians.co.nz for the rest of the 
activities and to claim your Action Medals! 
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Explore your backyard
Explore your garden to see if you have some wētā already. What 
kind of wētā like to live in your area?

Think about what would make a great wētā home – this will help 
you work out where to put your wētā motel.

Build a 3-star wētā motel
A 3-star wētā motel is simple and fun to make.  
Experiment! Wētā don’t care if it’s a bit wonky!

• Start with a small log and saw it in half (ask an adult to help).

• Chisel out the wētā gallery and drill an entrance tunnel.  
A tunnel 18 mm or slightly smaller is best to stop mice getting 
in (10 mm is too small). The tunnel should be quite long and 
sloping down from the top or the side.

• Nail or bind the two halves together  
and nail on a roof.

• Hang or tie the motel  
in a tree in a shady spot  
at about eye level, and  
out of reach of rats or mice.

Want a 5-star upgrade for your  
wētā, or some handy hints on  
making your motel?  
Go to kiwiguardians.co.nz.

Claim your  
Kiwi Guardians medal 
Once you’ve built your wētā motel,  
go to kiwiguardians.co.nz  
and tell us all about it!  
We’ll send you Kiwi Guardians  
Habitat Creator medal.
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There’s a beautiful country just waiting to be explored. 
Best of all, you’re already in it! If you love nature and love 

having fun, get into Toyota Kiwi Guardians. 

Get ready! Earn your medal!

Go online to find the 
adventure maps

Get out and explore! Enter your details 
online for a medal

Go!

kiwiguardians.co.nz

get kids into nature


