
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Report on the Himalayan Tahr Control Programme 
2021/2022 

A mob of nanny and juvenile tahr in Te Kahui Kaupeka Conservation Area, Canterbury. 

Context 

The management of Himalayan tahr (tahr) on Public Conservation Land (PCL) is guided by the 
Himalayan Thar Control Plan (HTCP) 1993. The HTCP 1993 sets a maximum population of 
10,000 tahr across lands of all tenure throughout the feral range, as well as individual maximum 
tahr population densities for each of seven designated Management Units (MU), based on 
factors including location, vegetation, and recreational use. It also outlines expectations for 
monitoring tahr populations and vegetation condition to inform future tahr management. 

The HTCP 1993 is implemented through annual operational plans that identify management 
actions for each MU. As the Department's (DOC) Himalayan tahr management work is led as a 
national programme, one annual operational plan is prepared for the entirety of the programme, 
and a single annual report provided to the New Zealand Conservation Authority (the Authority). 
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Year  
1 July – 
30 June  

DOC  AATH 
trophies  

AATH 
‘environmental 
offsets’  

Ballot 
hunters 

Tahr 
Carcass 
Recovery  

Organised 
recreational 
hunters  

Other  Total  

2018/19 168 264 0 619 400 63 2441 1758 
2019/20  72381 8 29362 726 421 0 603 11389 
2020/21 74811 17 0 889 0 0 603 8447 
2021/22 57501 434 0 843 0 182 1443 6962 

1 Includes contracted control; 2 Includes control not undertaken in 2018/19; 3 Zero Invasive Predators 
programme; 4 at the time of writing, not all 2021/22 returns were complete – data from completed returns are 
reported here and the final total will be updated in the 2022/23 report to the NZCA. 
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https://www.doc.govt.nz/tahr-sightings-maps
https://www.doc.govt.nz/tahr-sightings-maps
https://www.doc.govt.nz/tahr-sightings-maps
https://www.doc.govt.nz/tahr-sightings-maps


 
 

   
 

Year 
1 July – 
30 June 

MU 1 MU 2 MU 3 MU 4 MU 5 MU 6 MU 7 

INSIDE 
FERAL 

RANGE, 
OUTSIDE 

UNITS 

OUTSIDE 
FERAL 
RANGE 

 
 

TOTAL 

2018/19 168 0 0 0 0 0 0 NA 387 555 

2019/20 2113 246 1603 3675 1278 1332 58 NA 517 10822 

2020/21 555 1038 641 3299 241 1697 10 NA 265 7746 

2021/22 0 873 187 3007 111 1572 0 196 449 6395 
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https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/parks-and-recreation/hunting/west-coast/himalayan-tahr-abundance-september-2019.pdf
https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/parks-and-recreation/hunting/west-coast/himalayan-tahr-abundance-september-2019.pdf
https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/parks-and-recreation/hunting/west-coast/tahr-estimates-2021.pdf
https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/parks-and-recreation/hunting/west-coast/tahr-estimates-2021.pdf
https://www.doc.govt.nz/tahr-sightings-maps
https://www.doc.govt.nz/tahr-sightings-maps
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 Appendix 1. Department of Conservation tahr control outside the feral range 2021/22 

Vine Creek 
Tahr shot.8 
Effort. 9 hours 

Reference point 
[] nreral Rane 

Northern Exclusion Zone 
ahr shot: 210 
Effort: 25 hours Fut 
2 ? : 

Mt Hutt Conservation Area 
Tar shot: 156 

[tort. 16.5 hours 

Waikiti/ Haupir 
Tar shot:13 

Kirklistons/Hunters Hills 
Tahr shot. 11 
Effort: 1.5 hours 

Oteake Conservation Area 
Tahr shot. 34 
Effort: 7 hours 

•,--==,Eyr&'Thompson/LNingston/Humbolts 
1ahr shot: 8 
Effort: 9.5 hours 

t 

Southern Exclusion Zone 
Tahr shot. 6 
Effort: 8 hours 

Department of 
Conservation 
Te Papa Atawbai 

Arawhata/Cascade/Drake/Haast 
Tahr shot. 3 
Effort. 5.5 hours 

N ewZealand Government 


