
 

 

 

 

 

 

Report on the Himalayan Tahr Control Programme 
2020/2021 

Context 

The management of Himalayan tahr (tahr) on Public Conservation Land (PCL) is guided by the 
Himalayan Thar Control Plan (HTCP) 1993. The HTCP 1993 sets a maximum population of 
10,000 tahr across lands of all tenure throughout the feral range, as well as individual maximum 
tahr population densities for each of seven designated Management Units (MU), based on 
factors including location, vegetation, and recreational use. It also outlines expectations for 
monitoring tahr populations and vegetation condition to inform future tahr management 

The HTCP1993 is implemented through annual operational plans that identify management 
actions for each MU. As the Department's (DOC) Himalayan tahr management work is led as a 
national programme, one annual operational plan is prepared for the entirety of the programme, 
and a single annual report provided to the New Zealand Conservation Authority (Authority) 
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Year  
1 July – 
30 June  

DOC  AATH 
trophies  

AATH 
‘environmental 
contribution’  

Ballot 
hunters 

WARO  Organised 
recreational 
hunters  

Other  Total  

2018/19 168 264 0 619 400 63 2442 1758 
2019/20  72382 8 29363 726 421 0 601 11389 
2020/21 7481  8 0 889 0 0 601 8438 
1 Zero Invasive Predators control; 2 Includes contracted control; 3 Includes control not undertaken in 2018/19.  
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Year 
1 July – 
30 June 

MU 1 MU 2 MU 3 MU 4 MU 5 MU 6 MU 7 
OUTSIDE 

FERAL 
RANGE 

TOTAL 

2018/19 168 0 0 0 0 0 0 387 555 

2019/20 2113 246 1603 3675 1278 1332 58 517 10822 

2020/21 555 1038 641 3299 241 1697 10 265 7746 
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Department of Conservation Tahr Control
Outside the Tahr Feral Range 
(1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021)
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Southern Eyre Mountains
Tahr shot: 2
Effort: 3 hours

Thomson Mountains
Tahr shot: 8
Effort: 4.5 hours

Arawhata/Haast Range 
Tahr shot: 1
Effort: 7 hours

Southern Mt.Aspiring
Tahr shot: 2
Effort: 3 hours

Oteake Conservation Area
Tahr shot: 52
Effort: 11.5 hours

Northern Exclusion Zone
Tahr shot:49

Effort: 7 hours

Mt Hutt Conservation Area
Tahr shot: 135
Effort: 9 hours

Hunters Hills
Tahr shot: 4
Effort: 7 hours

Southern Exclusion Zone
Tahr shot: 6
Effort: 13 hours

Thompson, Livingston, Humboldt Mountains
Tahr shot: 14
Effort: 11 hours

!( Reference point
Tahr Feral Range25

km

NZGD 2000 New Zealand Transverse Mercator
Not for publication nor navigation

Crown Copyright Reserved
1:1,947,670 
20/07/2021

DOC, Geospatial Services
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Appendix 1- Department of Conservation Tahr Control Outside the Feral Range- 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021
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Department of Conservation 
Identifiable Males Seen

MU6 Landsborough 2020
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Identifiable males (579 total)
!( 1 - 2
!( 3 - 4
!( 5 - 7

!( 8 - 12
Tahr Management Units
Tahr Feral Range
Public Conservation Land

5
km

NZGD 2000 New Zealand Transverse Mercator
Not for publication nor navigation

Crown Copyright Reserved
1:293,154 

30/11/2020
DOC, Geospatial Services
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Appendix 2- Department of Conservation Identifiable Males Seen MU6 Landsborough 2020

10

atau Kob 
1211 k s, 

&. 

' ; %» 
{" 

-- _«Mg " pee:.i. , '-;­ 

� 

B,ptlff,:JJ,,« 

Mt Pecstar' 2435 19' Hot cs 

I 
-2rz~ 

c c 

Department of 
�onservation 

e Papa Atawbai 

New Zealand Government 



Tahr Densities From Aerial Surveys – Autumn 2021
Upper Havelock/Macauley´

1
km

Tahr survey high density area
National park
Conservation park, specially protected area
Stewardship area
Other public conservation land

NZGD 2000 New Zealand Transverse Mercator
Not for publication nor navigation
Crown Copyright Reserved
1:50,000 
Produced: 11/06/2021
DOC, Geospatial Services
Basemap by Geographx

Appendix 3- Tahr Densities from Aerial Surveys - Autumn 2021 Upper Havelock/Macauley
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Department of Conservation Tahr Control
MU6 Landsborough - Oct 2020
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Animals Removed (448 total)
!( 1 - 2
!( 3 - 5
!( 6 - 7

!( 8 - 15
Tahr Management Units
Tahr Feral Range
Public Conservation Land

5
km

NZGD 2000 New Zealand Transverse Mercator
Not for publication nor navigation

Crown Copyright Reserved
1:293,154 
2/11/2020

DOC, Geospatial Services
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Appendix 4- Department of Conservation Tahr Control MU6 Landsborough- Oct 2020
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