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:\'}5/ n the holidays, Sylvie went to stay at her Uncle Don's
e,

and Aunty Mary's. They live Wayyyy away,

Uncle Don’s a DOC ranger and he
knows heaps of wacky Stuff apoyt Wetas
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and starfish and snails and possums

and eels and birds and plants and
trees and rivers and lakes and forests
and mountains and loads of

other things as wel|.
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SOME oF THE WACKY STuFF UNCLE DoN KNOWS..
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King is one of &
nunmber of sPeciq\
dogs in New Zealand
Phat have been
trained to find Kiwi
rests, which are
burrows in the ground.
When he finds one, he
Stands still, and
points

at it
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just in cae
Kinq ﬁmjd’s

hes savin9g
birds and nigs ‘
one [,9 mistake.

£ SomE STARFISH DoNY NEED A MATE - THEY SPLIT THEMSELVES \N HALF AND GRow NEW ARMS iNSTEAD X ouNTA{Ns GROW AND MOVE . vErY Stowly

S ADULT EELS Siim Abour 5,000k Ftas INLAND N-Z To SoMEWHERE NEAR TONGA To LAY iR €5G's BEFORE DYING



On Monday Uncle Don and his workmate Rewi Went diving to ount seahorses.

Sylvie couldn't go With them because ghe's 10 Besides she didn't really want to after e

£
Uncle Don toldher about the itk s|ithery things down there R
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plants and takes water samples to see how healthy the Sea is.
He keeps an eye out for anything new. Once he even had t0 Save &
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whale stranded on the beach (something that wasn't exactly hard to miss).

While Uncle Don and Rewi dived deeper an, ok
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\ N and deeper Sylvie explored
e Kur 8 S 29 A the rock pools and let
MARNE AND CoASTAL SPECIES, . .
Y YT puess the anemones tickle ENYIRINMENTAL fAcﬁ
"if’*ASREV’E’N meiéd her fingers. But Sylvie
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didn't notice the crab

eyeing up her t0es and
tracking his pingers:
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ke VAKING
OVER THis
PUNE!

On Tuesday, Uncle Don took Sylvie
to see how the pingao grass
on the sand dunes was growing.

WATCH OUT!

# Help Sylvie through
the sand dunes to Kina —

remember, she mustn’t stand
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'Watch where you hop!" he said. RN on pingao, dottere!
eggs or katipo
'We don't want to freak out along the way!

the katipo
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planting pingao and pulling

out marram grass to help the sand dunes.
While there they found a dotterel's nest in the

dunes, and Uncle Don put a little fence around it

so that no-one would standon it by mistake. Uncle Don
showed Sylvie the nest through his binoculars. It was just
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VINcLE DoN SAYS WE NEED M,
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Wednesday was rainy but Uncle Don and Sylvie still visited P = M
\ some nearby Wetlands. They rowed to the middle of the Swamp and the water -7 ‘ ﬂ\/ %
| o \“a
was really murky, Uncle Don had set @ et there and he began to pull it in. /w’ \ ok
’\VWEARHEST MRAOR( SETRED AROUND -

b o t\L EsTuANgs AND LAaooNs PEAUSE
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10,
There were heaps and heaps of koi carp which Uncle Don "\i\ﬂ‘b «

Says eat everything in sight,

SN

Sylvie helped to pull the koj carp from the net.
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<« AND DiD j EVERTELL Yo WHAT
i¥ WAS LiKE BEFORE THAT SENCE
wAS BuiLT? AT LEAST A COW A
WEEK WOULD Disarpear INTo THAT SWAME..
NEVER TO RETUEN

RiING THE po; )
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e ILLOW Tpe€, No oTneR PLANTS R /
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iNTHE RiVER , THEN
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Becausg iy Wie
STRONGEST p 9‘«&":“ ey
AT WE

ALALARATA LN M)

Later Uncle Don moored the boat and showed Sylvie ho
THINGS THAT

was poisoning the WIllOW trees, because their roots clog up the waterways NGS THAT
and they attract rabbits as well as other pests that prey on birds, BUT DIFFERENT!

When you stop the car and go for a walkk...

He drilled a hole in the willows' trunks and poured in pOiSOﬂ. * How many different leaves

can you find on the ground?
% Collect them and stick them in this book.

. ’ .
Ve thOUgh they were a PES'[, SyIVIe couldn’t help f€€|lng * Describe their different shapes and colours.
a blt Sad about the willows. * Find out what plants they belong to.




Uncle Don had a call from Rewi on Thursday.
‘The elvers have arrived!
We have to 0ive them a hand!
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Uncle Don told Sylvie that elvers, which are baby eels,
come all the way from somewhere near Tonga o
only to get stuck at the dam s they try to SWim inland. When they can,
he and Rewi help the elvers to continye

SC00ping them into CONtAINErS, e, setting
The dam was huilt 5

their journey upstream by

them free above the dam,

long time ago

and it was t0o high for the elvers XS
to cross even though they're really good (W®

Sylvie helped Ungle Don and Rewj

but the elvers gy giving her frights) \(\KES‘
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That evening, Uncle Don and Sylvie packed their bags
because next day they were off into the forest for the night!

Uncle Don put a big plastic bag inside his pack and then

all his things inside that. Uncle Don said that way everything
would stay dry as a bone.

Sylvie reckoned there was a heck 0f a lot going into
Uncle Don's pack but he said that, in the forest,
things can change in a flash so it's better
to have MOTE stuff than o enoud®
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LoTs oF LAYERS ARE A Geop jbep
iF T GETS HoT, You CAN peel OFF THe LAYERS
AP;{DE 'LFA]T QETS‘C:LKD, TH\? AR TRAfFPED BETNEEN
7 TERS WitL Keep Jou WARMER THAN A SINGLE LAYER Woutp..,
EVEN iF iT WAS A Big, WoellY JumpeR A SINaLE AR '
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: §§§§1‘ ~ E : on Friday, uncle Don and Sylvie set off wi
‘ ; 535\; § into the forest. As well as his pack, Uncle Don took a video camera, 36
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$2&c Ty ‘%ﬁ some empty rubbish bags, a notebook, ang a pajr
Wy \{'ig— '0
SEuEEL Y\ \Y 0 help clear the track,
Y’ ‘\i " Every so often Uncle Don would pull out the Notebook
SR and write Stuff in it about

birds he could hear or
flowers he saw.
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FEELIN’ HUNGRY?
* Find the predators in this picture.
*What do they eat?
*If a forest had 41 deer, 328 stoats,
976 possums, 7,539 rats and 23,944 mice,
how many mouths would be gobbling

the forest foliage and Creatures? : i \/——(&L,\j:
. z ERS T e
A COUp’e of t,meS g Nﬁ‘ AG 2

Kiwg 5, e ©
~HEREABOUTS THEY caN TRACE T
he found some droppings and THEY Arraer HE FMTURE, SoMETMES

u -
Put them in a box that he labelled and

¢ H Rapi -

TNe. reesaen e RN TES,
popped in his pocket. He even put a dead stoat

from a trap into @ bag in his pack. Uuug\‘\‘

yWi TAKE
KYWi FeATleps FORSADN\]\"J‘:?DF HE

“‘\d YN0l Sa‘i;w$./

Along the way, Kina found THREE kiwi burrows,
Uncle Don said there was an €gg in one! And he found

some feathers in another which showed that an egg

he'd kept his eye on had hatched recently!
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That night as SylVie lay in her sleeping bag
she thought about all the things shed Seen

and that Uncle Don had told her
Defore she could count to 1p
She Was walking in the forest

There werg huge {reesS and irds and creatyy, €S everywhere.
The forest was just as uncle Don had descripgy it

before people and introduced pests e 0 New Zealang,
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UNCLE PON sAYs PEoPLE NEED

T0 BE MoRE caREFUL ABOUT
iNmopqc,qu PLANTS AND CREATURES
FROM OVERSEAS BECAUSE THEY OFTEN
e— AFFECT HE ENVIRONMENT iN

4 &
IMPORTANT ENNIRO
When Sylvie woke, it was Saturday morning
and Uncle Don was making porridge. Q& 219 zag ang Up S
& Yy, ore UM, QW
. : : D s legs W 72 \9\
They packed thelr packs (and their rubbish too!) O W g
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g she couldn't go uphill any

_and just as Sylvie was thinkin
o ot to the Top!

more N0 matter what anybody said.. she

The forest stretched below with the river snaking its way

to the wetlands, then the sand dunes
and the sea beyond.

Sylvie thought of all the creatures and plants living in all those places -
the whales voyaging across the ey Sea, the octopus in the ocean,

the Gotterels hopping amongst the pingao, all the birds living in the
wetlands, the eelS waiting for Uncle Don at the dam,

the kokako nesting, the flax, the ferns, the beech trees
and the Kiwi egg about to
hatch in that pyrrow
deep | in the
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/////r te d
gy e T it
i7 :

o
i,
Vel ///////,,. s //0'//(///

,,b 7 ///” /Mv,,m,,,, % 7 i e
l/

//// (7
r,&/ %

7/ QUL L, y "

/'

3)

nu.

& Uncle Dons houSe .,
4 ry % 1722

25 . 2 ‘ L o
4 ///////” 1

T

W W W Sir

Wy

.
\llla 4 // '] 3 e N W e
’ /’/% ‘””I////’””Ou/’ SRR PR
ez //,”///////'/’
7
7 e




wow ! THaTS
AWES oME |
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THE
JOURNEY
Join the dots
to see where
Uncle Don, Sylvie
and Kina have
been since Monday.
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When Sylvie got back home,

she told her mum and dad
all about her holiday with

Uncle Don and how there's heaps
more to conservation than meets the eye.

Then Sylvie made a list of aj

the things she could do differently
to help New Zealand's plants
and creatures and their

special environments
to SUrVive:

" WHAT RUBBISH!

* List all the rubbish you
can find in this book.

* Collect all the rubbish you
make when you go on holiday.

* Can you recycle any of it?

* What can you do with
the rest of it?

>
“‘ *4\—9‘9



You cAN SET AN EXAMPLE
JUST LiKE ME! EVEN THoudrt
M A Doa | DoNT HuRTI&RbS,
WHEREAS MOYSr Df;(és DoNT
3 .

ngma»‘:‘uwsag Di'}FEKENﬂY
MIAHT spem RARD AT FIRST
BUT i1 MAKES YO": Feal
REALLY GOOD-

AN
~<3

Y

>

W
2
o
>
<
<

-

4 >
/th"

3
S
> s
> L FoR OUR p -
" oY W “\* oo\ "14/]‘} %
= ‘
T A N &
a d / »
q/:\;)i@///”m""f” 777, % y ”ﬁ/ i Ay 5
\______“/ 141

4 i) W)y

(73
g

4

ANSWERS
To PUZZLES

REMEMBER!

Ra_incoat, woolly hat, woollen singlet, long-sleeved top, jumper,
stripy leggings, undies, gloves, boots, puttees, torch, matches,
gas stove, billy, food, scroggin, water, sunblock, toilet paper, socks,
.lnsect repellent, map and compass, empty rubbish bags, first aid kit,
Kina’s lead, Kina’s muzzle, sleeping bag and bedroll, Kina’s dinner.

[y

FEELIN' HUNGRY?

Q1: Possums, mice, deer, rats, pigs.

Q2: Possums and deer eat trees and bushes;
mice eat seeds and leaves: rats eat eggs and chicks
and bushes and seeds; pigs eat leaves and eggs.
Q3: There would be 32,828 gobbling mouths in the forest,

ADD ‘EM UP!

Q1: 728 new species a year.

TN ETE W bbbt bbbt bl sfendut et dedabodab A L € § € o

WHAT’S YOUR NAME?!

weta: wetapunga.
wood pigeon: kereru or kukupa.
morepork: ruru.

WHAT RUBBISH!
Beer can holder; Beer bottle; apple core;
iceblock wrapper; old fishing line;

UNSCRAMBLE THE LETTERS!
SCIOMAH: chamois MPSOUS: possum

o EDER: deer ASTTO: stoat empty water bottle; plastic tape;
parson bird: tul RATH: thar TRA: rat - : chocolate wrappers;
brown parrot: kaka. E AH‘ h ECML: mice chippy packets; chocolate wrappers;
REAH: hare :

robin: toutouwai. coke bottle; toilet paper; plastic bag.
wattled crow: kokako.
fantail: piwakawaka.

bat: pekapeka.
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This book is about Sylvie
and her holiday with her Uncle Don

and Aunt Mary and their dog Kina. m{uﬁ?’"’/ﬁ i
Anyhow, they live in the WopS and ’7‘/5}7:“5 THies
Uncle Don's @ r anger. So it's about
the Sea, the sand dunes,

the wetlands, the rivers, the forest

and the mountains

and all the amazing things
going on in the middle of nowhere...
It's got a story, activities

and Neaps of
WACKY facts

Active minds in the
backseat - A Department
of Conservation
activity book for
youngsters on
rodd trips,
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