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I1 the holidays, Sylvie went to stay at her Uncle Don's
and Aunty Marys. They live wayyyy away,
Uncle Don's a DOC ranger and he
knows heaps of wacky stuff about wetas

King is one of &
runber of special
dogs in New Zealand
+hat have been
trained Yo find Kiwi
rests which are
purvows in the ground.
When he finds ane, he
stands still, and
points
ot it
with
his
nose.
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and starfish and snails and possums
and eels and birds and plants and
trees and rivers and lakes and forests
and mountains and loads of

other things as wel,

video ..
camera mazzle
KIA ORA! e RS Just in e
1 Yo Y, Kina forgets
Welcome &7 al hes saviod
P ( Specid birds and nifs
poisen one l,g Mmistake.
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v Sometimes when Uncle Don dives he counts other fish, O measures underwater
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On Monday Uncle Don and his workmate Rewi Went diving to gount seahorses, AL «5,9*::@:; plants and takes water samples to see how healthy the Sea is.
. : dritn § ¢ Sl .
't goWith . ) ch0 3R S He keeps an ce he even had to save & 5
ylvie couldn't go them because gpe's 10, Besides she didn't really want to after 3%"‘% “:}z}i‘é;'b’?w p: gye out for anything new. On gi&vﬁi‘é’lﬁ%f:"ﬁf
. 4 Las A
Uncle Don toldher about the ick el f RN ‘;%Egi’ é'w»:? whale stranded on the beach  (something that wasn't exactly hard to miss). “:\“““"“'“ o
Y: slithery things down there. AT R
Wiget ¥ .
‘@f’% While Uncle Don and Rewi dived deeper any,,
A q}?v .

FanY
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her fingers. But Sylvie
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VinCLE DoN SAYS VE NEED Mopp
SAND DUMES BECAUSE Mgy
ROM THE SEA}
P I e
! é ﬁ‘;.:ivm D'XE,; THEM AND SLIDING
7 e EM.
4 ;ﬁ/’ v PoWN . IHENY L koN THE SAND &
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PLANTS, gf CAYSE ryey yep T
B UILD THE PUNES ~ AND /N SOME
PARTS of rug couNTEY, THEY ,
ARE Hompg 1o rue KaTiPo SPiDER!

On Tuesday, Uncle Don took Sylvie
to see how the pingao grass
on the sand dunes was growing.

WATCH ourT!
+ Help Sylvie through
the sand dunes to Kina —
remember, she mustn't stand
on pingao, dotterel
eggs or katipo
along the way!

NES ARG 4
p DY k7
S"‘:Np ARE Hopyp e )
weLuDing Pi,\,r" f:AnfE
GAME o2 R4,
\ * P oy ‘Q“rr
¢y R Hap: N
KAp MosToABirars iy we,
TPO ASINS ANGEREs e §AL
oTeRELS eS|

'Watch where you hop!" he said.
'We don't want to freak out
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out marram grass to help the sand dunes.
While there they found a dotterel's nest in the
dunes, and Uncle Don put a little fence around it
so that no-one would standon it by mistake. Uncle Don
showed Sylvie the nest through his binoculars. It was just
as well there was the fence, Otherwise, even with
binoculars the eggs would have been very hard to see
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Wednesday was rainy but Uncle Don and Sylvie still visited

some nearby Wetlands. They rowed to the middle of the Swamp and the water

was really murky, Uncle Don had Set & Net there and he began to pull it in.

There were heaps and heaps of koi carp which Uncle Don

says eat everything in sight.
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Later Uncle Don moored the boat and showed Sylvie how he

was poisoning the WillOW trees, because their roots clog up the waterways

INTRIDY ED PESTS ARE THREATEN
0UR WETLANDS/
Kol CARP GOBBLE
A LoT OF OUR ——
Narivg WATER 2
PLANTS 4]

“and they attract rabbits as well as other pests that prey on birds,
He drilled a hole in the Willows' trunks and poured in poison.

Even though they were a pest, Sylvie couldn't help feeling
a bit sad about the willows.

YEAR BuT LEY'S KEEP
G0iNG .- WE'RE NEARLY
iNTHE RiVER , THEN
WE CAN REVAX!

THINGS THAT
ARE THE SAME
BUT DIFFERENT!
When you stop the car and go for a walk...
+* How many different leaves
can you find on the ground?
* Collect them and stick them in this book.
* Describe their different shapes and colours.
* Find out what plants they belong to.



Uncle Don told Sylvie that elvers, which are baby eels,
come all the way from somewhere near Tonga o
only to get stuck at the dam as they try to SWim inland. When they can,
he and Rewi help the elvers to continye thei
Stooping them into CONtaINers, thep setting the
The dam was built long time ago
and it was too high for the elvers RS
to cross even though they're really good AW®
Sylvie helped Uncle Don and Rewij

Dt the elvers gpe giving ter frights1y \(\KES"

Uncle Don had a call from Rewi on Thursday.
‘The elvers have arrived!

r journey upstream by
We have to Give them a hand!

m free above the dam.
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That evening, Uncle Don and Sylvie packed their bags
because next day they were off into the forest for the night!
Uncle Don put a big plastic bag inside his pack and then

all his things inside that, Uncle Don said that way everything
would stay dry as a bone.

Sylvie reckoned there was a heck of a lot going into

Uncle Don's pack but he said that, in the forest,
things can change in a flash so it's better
to ﬁ/ﬁ lnore stuff than, o enoudh

insect
repellent
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on Friday, uncle Don ang Sylvie set off with Kina
into the forest. As well as his pack, Uncle Don took a video camera,

some empty rubbish bags, a notebook, and a pair
of loppers to help clear the track
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he found some droppings and
PUt them in a box that he labelled and

popped in his pocket. He even put a dead stoat
from a trap into @ bag in his pack. Uuugh‘
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Along the way, Kina found THREE kiwi burrows,
Uncle Don said there was an €gg in one! And he found
some feathers in another which showed that an £gg
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That night as Sylvie lay in her sleeping bag,
she thought about all the things shed Seen
and that Uncle Don had told her
~beforg she could count o 1
5% was walking in the forest
There wers huge {reesS and birds ang treatyres everywhere.
The forest was just as Unele 0on had describeq jt
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THESE LETTERS
TO FIND THE PESTS.
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When Sylvie woke, it was Saturday morning .
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.and just as Sylvie was thinking she couldn't go uphill anyt
more No matter what anybody said.. she got 10 the top!

THATS MY GiRe !
FANCY SoME

) . - Y s
The forest stretched below with the river snaking its way $<RGGINT

to the wetlands, then the sand dunes §° -'

and the sea beyond.

Sylvie thought of all the creatures and plants living in all those places -

JOIN
THE
JOURNEY
Join the dots
to see where
Uncle Don, Sylvie
and Kina have
been since Monday.

the whales voyaging across the Gegp S€@. the octopus in the ocean,

the dotterels hopping amongst the pingao, all the birds living in the 7
wetlands, the eels waiting for Uncle Don at the dam,
the kokako nesting, the flax, the ferns, the beech trees,
and the Kiwi egg about to
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Wwhen Sylvie got back home,
she told her mum and dad
all about her holiday with
Uncle Don and how there's heaps
more to conservation than meets the eye.

Then Sylvie made a list of all
the things she could do differently
to help New Zealand's plants
and creatures and their
special environments
to Survive:

WHAT RUBBISH!
» List all the rubbish you
can find in this book.
% Collect all the rubbish you
make when you go on holiday.

» Can you recycle any of it?

* What can you do with
the rest of it?

;NANW Nod ANy

N
>

FEELIN’ HUNGRY?
Q1: Possums, mice, deer, rats, pigs.
Q2: Possums and deer eat trees and bushes;
mice eat seeds and leaves; rats eat eggs and chicks
and bushes and seeds; pigs eat leaves and eggs.
Q3: There would be 32,828 gobbling mouths in the forest,

Raincoat, woolly hat, woollen

a | singlet, long-sleeved j
stripy leggings, undies, gloves, g

, Puttees, torch, matches,
sunblock, toilet paper, socks,
mpty rubbish bags, first aig kit,
g and bedrol, Kina's dinner.

_insect repellent, map and compass, el
Kina’s lead, Kina's muzzle, sleeping ba

Q1: 728 new species a year.

You cAN SET AN EXAMILE
JUST LiKE ME! EVEN THewSH
M A Dogy | DeN'T MuR? BIRDS,
WHRREAS IOST M?‘ DoNT
JOW Al N
K':a‘i':ﬁ ;‘!Ngag m’s(rkaENTLY
MIGHT spepm RARD AT FiRST
BUT iT MAKES You FEEL
REALLY GoOD*

WHAT’S YOUR NAME?!

WHAT RUBBISH!
Beer can holder; Beer bottle; apple core;
iceblock wrapper; old fishing line;
empty water bottle; plastic tape;
chippy packets; chocolate wrappers;
coke bottle; toilet paper; plastic bag.

X
. g
o X

UNSCRAMBLE THE LETTERS!

wood pigeon: kereru or kukupa.




This book is about Sylvie
and her holiday with her Uncle Don

and Aunt Mary and their dog Kina. .~ v
Anyhow, they live in the wops and THey 1 ik
Uncle Don's a r anger. So its about
the Sea, the sand dunes,

the wetlands, the rivers, the forest

and the mountains

and all the amazing things
going on in the middle of nowhere...
It's got a story, activities

and Neaps of
WACKY facts

Active minds in the
hackseat - A Department
of Conservation
dctivity book for
youngsters on
rodd {rips,




