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What are they?

Me he korokoro tüï. How eloquent he is; he 
has the throat of a tüï. 

Tüï were often kept by Mäori because of their 
singing voice and their ability to mimic. They were 
kept in cages made of manuka twigs or supplejack 
vines. Tüï were hunted for food and their feathers 
were used to decorate cloaks, caps and food 
containers. Early Europeans also hunted tüï which 
were used as food and their feathers were exported 
to London to decorate ladies’ hats. It is likely that 
such hunting caused population decline along with 
habitat destruction and the introduction of predators 
such as possums, cats, rats, stoats, and ferrets.

Tüï belong to the honeyeater family which means 
they feed mainly on nectar from flowers of native 
plants such as köwhai, püriri, rewarewa, 
kahikatea, pöhutukawa, rätä and flax. They 
also eat insects. 

Tüï are important pollinators of many 
native trees and fly large distances, 
especially during winter for their 
favourite foods. Some tüï regularly 
return to the same winter and 
summer feeding territories that are 20 km apart. 
Tüï are common in native forests throughout New 
Zealand and you can often see them in gardens 
drinking nectar from flax and köwhai flowers or other 
flowering trees. In September and October, during 
their courting season, they are particularly vocal and 
perform dramatic vertical dives at great speed. 

What is being done?

On Kapiti Island there is more competition from other 
birds for food than on the mainland. Bellbird is the 
tüï’s main competitor. Bellbird counts increased 50 
percent following rat eradication and there is more 
competition for food for tüï. 

Other resources

DOC fact sheet

www.doc.govt.nz > Conservation > Plants and 
Animals

www.nzbirds.com

Tüï
Prosthemadera novaeseelandiae
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