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Takahe 
Porphyrio mantelli

What are they?

Takahe look a bit like their distant relatives, pukeko, 
but are a little stouter and are blue. They grow to 
50 cm and weigh over 3 kg. Takahe mate for life, 
which is about 20 years. They produce about 2 eggs 
a year but usually only one chick survives. Both 
parents take it in turns to incubate and raise the 
chicks. The chicks hang around until they are about 
18 months old.

Takahe used to live in lowland areas, until hunting 
by Mäori and Pakeha, and predation by stoats and 
other mammalian predators drove them to the brink 
of extinction. They were thought to be extinct until 
some birds were found in the Murchison Mountains 
in Fiordland in 1948. Their numbers continued to 
decline and in 1981 there were only 112 takahe left. 

What is being done?

Takahe still live in the Murchison Mountains where 
they are intensively managed. This involves 
removing deer, who compete with takahe for food, 
trapping stoats, which prey on eggs and chicks, 
and a captive rearing programme in Te Anau. This 
programme involves taking eggs from the wild, 
artificially incubating them, hand rearing them, and 
releasing them back into the wild. Small numbers of 
takahe also live on Kapiti, Maud, Mana and Tiritiri 
Islands. In the future, transfers to areas on the 
mainland that are predator controlled or fenced may 
be possible.

Takahe were first transferred to Kapiti in 1968 but 
these birds did not survive probably due to the 
lack of grassland habitat. The present population 
on Kapiti are descendants of hand reared chicks 
introduced to Kapiti in 1989. Kapiti is not an ideal 
place for takahe to live because it has a limited 
amount of grassland. However their breeding here 
has been more successful than on other islands. 
At Rangatira you are likely to see takahe during 
autumn, winter and spring on the grassy tracks 
where they enjoy the shorter grass. In summer they 
head up into the Taipo Valley in search of food. 

Other resources

Restoring Kapiti 

A bird in the Hand (Secondary kit only)

DOC fact sheet

www.doc.govt.nz > Conservation > Plants and 
Animals

www.kcc.org.nz > birds > takahe
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