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What are they?

New Zealand has two species of bat: the short-tailed 
and the long-tailed bat. These are the only native 
land mammals in New Zealand and are about the 
size of a mouse. Both species nest in caves and 
old hollowed out trees. Bats use radar for hunting, 
bouncing their calls off objects and listening to the 
echoes to help them locate things . 

The endangered short-tailed bat is an ancient 
species unique to New Zealand and is found only at 
a few scattered sites. It can fold its wings up and put 
them into little pockets in its body so that it can then 
use them as legs to move around on the ground 
and climb trees to look for food. They eat flying and 
ground dwelling insects, berries and nectar. 

What is being done?

Short-tailed bats are the newest arrivals on Kapiti. 
Twenty bat pups were translocated in 2005. Their 
mothers came from an isolated colony in the Tararua 
Forest Park, the only population of short-tails in the 
lower North Island. This colony was discovered in 
1990 but unfortunately they are being preyed upon 
by rats, cats, ferrets, stoats and weasels and as few 
as 300 remain. 

Transfers of bats in other places have been 
unsuccessful in the past due to their strong homing 
instinct. It is hoped that by transferring pups at an 
early age they will imprint on Kapiti Island as their 
new home. More transfers to Kapiti Island will occur 
and it is hoped that one day a large colony will 
establish.

Other resources

New Zealand Wild: Bats (Primary kit only)

Restoring Kapiti 

Newspaper article: Quick to the Batcave 

DOC fact sheet

www.doc.govt.nz > Conservation > Plants and 
Animals

www.mtbruce.org.nz > bats

Short-tailed bat / pekapeka
Mystacina tuberculata
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