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1. WHERE TO STAY 2. HOW TO GET THERE

Whirinaki Te Pua-a-Tāne Conservation Park is 90km from Rotorua, off Te Whaiti Rd, via SH38.  The 
most popular entrance to the park is past Minginui Village and up River Road to the River Road car 
park, where many walks begin.  

Recreation Camp

Whirinaki Recreation Camp outdoor recreation and education centre is ideal for schools and other groups.  There 
is a large grassy area around the cabins for activities and several tracks nearby, including a mountain bike track.  
The 3 cabins each sleep 10 people.  Lighting by candle (take your own).  
Facilities include flush toilets (take your own toilet paper), wood heater in cabins, running water, nearby river, one 
cabin has disabled access and an outdoor, covered cooking/eating/study area. Three separate cooking slabs have 
been set up for children to experience outdoor cooking for themselves.  
Booking is required, go to booking.doc.govt.nz  
For enquiries email: easternbop@doc.govt.nz 
SEE MORE INFORMATION IN HUTS AND CAMPSITES BROCHURE

Central Whirinaki Hut

Sited in a large grassy clearing on the Whirinaki River, Central Whirinaki Hut is the gateway to the Whirinaki Te 
Pua-a-Tāne and an ideal introduction for students to backcountry overnighting.  It is the most popular hut in the 
park and is also the most spacious.  Located 16km (5hrs) from River Road carpark, Central Whirinaki Hut has 25 
bunks and multiple tent sites.  The hut is serviced by two composting toilets to cater for larger groups.  
Booking is not required, first come first serve.
For enquiries email: easternbop@doc.govt.nz 
SEE MORE INFORMATION IN HUTS AND CAMPSITES BROCHURE

Whirinaki Te Pua-a-Tāne Conservation Park
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3. KNOW BEFORE YOU GO 4. SHORT WALKS

Leave your intentions with a 
trusted contact via the outdoor 
intentions on the Mountain Safety 
website mountainsafety.org.nz and 
follow the steps below:

Your safety is your 
responsibility

Please ensure you have:

The weather in the park can be very 
unpredictable and visitors should be prepared 
for cold, wet spells even in summer. Frosts 
and snow are also likely on high ground 
throughout the year. High rainfall causes 
rivers in the area to rise very quickly although 
they usually fall rapidly once the rain stops. 
You need to be well prepared for tramping 
and walking in the park.

Weather

The maps in this brochure are a guide only 
and should not be used for navigation. 
The appropriate NZ Top 50 maps for these 
trips can be found on the relevent track 
page. Always contact the nearest DOC 
Visitor Cdntre or check with Department of 
Conservation staff for the latest information 
about tracks, facilities and conditions.

For your Safety

A number of DOC-approved operators 
provide guided walks in the Whirinaki - for 
full list go to: ww.doc.govt.nz/whirinaki

Guided Walks

Whirinaki supports high numbers of North 
Island brown kiwi which are flightless and 
have few to no defenses against predators. 
Dogs are allowed in Whirinaki by permit only. 
Contact your nearest DOC Office.

Dogs

Pick up a copy of the ‘Huts and campsites’ and ‘ 
Mountain biking’ in Whirinaki Te Pua-a-Tāne brochures, 
go to www.doc.govt.nz/whirinaki, or contact:

DOC Whakatane Office
1/100 Valley Road 
Whakatane, 3120
Ph: +64 7 307 2770 
Email: easternbop@doc.govt.nz

Rotorua i-Site and  
Visitor Centre
1167 Fenton Street 
Rotorua
Ph: +64 7 348 5179 
Email: info@rotoruanz.com

Strong, comfortable boots
A first aid kit
Warm clothing (wool of 
polypropylene)

Food and water
A good raincoat
A map

Check before you light a fire – 
a ban may be in place

1. Whirinaki Waterfall Loop Track

Time: 3 hr 30 min
Distance: 11 km

 Track: Walking

Restrictions: Dogs by 
permit only

Access: from River Road 
car park

The most popular track in 
the park, this easy loop track 
follows the Whirinaki River 
through supurb podocarp 
forest with many excellent 
vantage points along the river. 
The waterfall can be heard 
from some distance. Take 
your lunch to enjoy along the 
way - there are picnic tables 
and a toilet at the waterfall.

3. Arohaki Lagoon Track

Time: 2 hr
Distance: 5.5 km

 Track: Walking

Restrictions: Dogs by 
permit only

Access: from Lagoon car 
park, just past River Road 
car park

The track  passes through 
impressive tawa/podocarp 
forest. The ephemeral (rain-
fed) lagoon is surrounded by 
towering kahikatea and is alive 
with frogs, though it’s often 
dry in the summer.

2. Waiatiu Falls Track

Time: 1 hr 15 min 
Distance: 3.2 km

 Track: Walking

Restrictions: Dogs by 
permit only

Access: from River Road 
car park

An easy, well-graded track that 
passes through magnificent 
podocarp forest. The falls are 
spectacular. Take your camera.
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4. Sanctuary Track and Whirinaki Night Life Walk

Time: 1 hr
Distance: 2.3 km

 Track: Walking

Restrictions: Dogs by 
permit only

Access: from Sanctuary 
  Minginui Road

Start accross the footbridge 
from the Sanctuary Road car 
park. The sanctuary protects a 
striking remnant of podocarp 
forest. The Whirinaki Night 
Life Walk can walked night 
or day, but just after dark 
is the best time to hear the 
night animals, such as ruru/
moreporks, wētā and kiwi, and 
see the glow worms.

5. H-tree Track

Time: 45 min 
Distance: 2.2 km

 Track: Wheelchair 
accessible with 
assistance

Restrictions: Dogs by 
permit only

Access: from Fort Road

This is an easy walk through 
grand podocarp forest 
featuring an unusually shaped 
rimu tree. The forest here is 
home to a large population of 
native birds including kākā 
and robins. Early mornings or 
late afternoons are great for 

seeing and/or hearing the birds. Extra activities on this 
track include a Treasure Map for kids and adults - find 
all the answers to the questions along the H Tree track 
to discover some of Whirinaki’s treasures. The map is 
available online at ww.doc.govt.nz/h-tree-track.

Whirinaki Recreation Camp outdoor recreation and 
education centre is ideal for schools and other groups. 
There is a large grassy area around the cabins for 
activities and several tracks nearby including a mountain 
bike track.

Time: 30 min
Distance: 1 km

Time: 1 hour
Distance: 2 km

Time: 1 hour
Distance: 1.8 km

Track: Walking

Track: Walking

Track: Walking

Restrictions: Dogs by permit only

Access: From the Recreation Camp

Restrictions: Dogs by permit only

Access: From the Recreation Camp

Restrictions: Dogs by permit only

Access: From the Recreation Camp

 6a.     Loop Track to river

 6b.     Wiremu merito Reserve Track

 6c.     Old lookout Track

 

 

 

During summer an easy 
walk along the Whirinaki 
River through native forest 
gives access to the river for 
swimming.

A well-graded and 
interpreted track through 
magnificent podocarp forest.

The easy walk starts across 
the road from the Recreation 
Camp and winds uphill to 
a former lookout site. The 
forest is regenerating and 
trees have now blocked the 
view.

5. USING THIS RESOURCE

This resource is the site-specific information for 
Whirinaki Te Pua-a-Tane Conservation Park.  Whirinaki 
Conservation Park is rich in both natural and cultural 
history and provides numerous opportunities for you 
and your students to explore this.

This environmental education resource is designed to 
give you ideas for planning exciting and experiential 
learning activities outside the classroom at Whirinaki 
Conservation Park. 

I hear and I forget 
I see and I remember
I do and I understand

Ka rongo ka wareware 
Ka kite ka maumahara 
Ka mahia ka matatau

Everyone retains the learning with greater depth if they have 
experienced it. In line with principles in the Guidelines for 
Environmental Education in New Zealand Schools, a range of 
experiential learning activities is included for you to choose 
from.

The Guidelines for Environmental Education in New Zealand 
Schools provides advice on environmental topics and how to 
plan these into curriculum studies and programmes with a 
bicultural focus. 
Units of work can be used to meet goals from specific curriculum 
areas, or different curriculum areas simultaneously. This cross- 
curricular approach mirrors the interconnectedness of the 
environment.

5.1  CROSS-CURRICULAR OR SPECIALISED

Activities in these kits can be adapted to the age/level of your 
students, allowing you to choose the achievement objectives at 
the appropriate age level.

All activities are designed to support the key dimensions of 
environmental education - in, about and for the environment, the 
key concepts - Interdependence, Sustainability, Biodiversity, and 
Personal and Social Responsibility and the five aims - awareness 
and sensitivity, knowledge and understanding, attitudes and 
values, skills, and participation and action.

The activities offer the opportunity to work across a range of 
subject areas.

5.2  ACTIVITIES

copyright Neil Hutton www.neilroberthutton.com

6.     Whirinaki Recreation Camp tracks
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Education in the environment
Education in the environment (both natural and built) 
gives opportunities to develop skills in observation, 
data collection, practical inquiry and investigation, as 
well as social and cooperative skills, group work skills, 
communication skills, and problem solving.

Education about the environment
Education about the environment involves not only 
knowing about and understanding the natural and built 
environments, but also appreciating the key social, political, 
ecological and economic factors that influence decision 
making on local, national and global issues.

Education for the environment
Education for the environment involves developing a sense 
of responsibility for natural and social environments. It 
deals with people’s emotions and their willingness to make 
lifestyle choices that help to maintain and improve the 
quality of the environment.

The 5 environmental education aims
• Awareness and sensitivity to the environment and related 

issues
• Knowledge and understanding of the environment and 

the impact of people on it
• Attitudes and values that reflect the feelings of concern 

for the environment
• Skills involved in identifying, investigating, and problem 

solving associated with environmental issues
• Participation and action developing a sense of 

responsibility through participation and action as 
individuals, or members of groups, whanau, or iwi, in 
addressing environmental issues.

• Key concepts of environmental education
• Interdependence -the relationship between all living 

things
• Biodiversity - variety of all life on earth, and the 

interrelatedness of all parts
• Personal and Social Responsibility - Kaitiakitangi - 

respecting the environment, protecting the mauri of the 
taonga. People ensuring that their actions don’t cause 
problems to the environment and taking positive action 
to help resolve environmental problems already there.

• Sustainability - reflected in the concepts of hauora (total 
well-being and balance with nature) and rahui tapu 
(conservation)

Remember to include activities in, about and for the 
environment.

Ko te whenua te wai u mo nga ui whakatipu
This land provides the sustenance for the coming generations

5.3  KEY DIMENSIONS OF  
       ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

To get the best value from a field trip, good lead-in and 
follow-up activities are vital. If students have some formative 
ideas about what they might find, they will observe in a more 
focused way and therefore develop their concepts more fully. 
Follow-up activities allow students to consider what they 
have seen and experienced, time to assess their previous 
thoughts and beliefs, with how they feel now.

The tasks in this resource are specific site-based activities 
(learning ‘in’ the environment). These activities make it easy 
to cover the Aims, Key Concepts and Key Dimensions of the 
Guidelines for Environmental Education in New Zealand 
Schools.

Other resources
The activities offer students the opportunity of working 
across a range of related subject areas. Teachers are 
encouraged to undertake further extension activities such as:
• Use of media such as the internet, books, videos, and 

maps.
• Taking part in a Ministry of Education LEOTC (Learning 

Experiences Outside the Classroom) programme.
• Visits to other facilities offering environmental education 

programmes and resources.
• Guided trips and recreational activities led by accredited 

outdoor education providers.
• Using “specialist personnel” in your area as resource 

people.

5.4  PRE-VISIT AND POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES

copyright Neil Hutton www.neilroberthutton.com

• Writing Paper or Log Book
• Tissue Paper (for bark or leaf rubbing)
• Pen or pencil 
• Coloured pencils for drawing (optional)
• Soft pencil or crayon for bark or leaf rubbing)
• Magnifying glass (optional but great for looking at leaf 

litter)
• A very long tape measure (preferably with inches on 

one side)

5.5  What will you need?
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 6. CULTURAL HISTORY

The Whirinaki Basin has been an important Centre of continuous human occupation for at least 300 years, and evidence 
exists of earlier centuries of habitation. To many people, history is very much a living phenomenon, events of bygone 
centuries are described in detail as if they only happened yesterday. Sacred waiata (songs) are sung on marae naming 
the surrounding hills and speaking of events associated with them. Every locality is named, and many places evoke of the 
telling of story and legend.

The original inhabitants of the Whirinaki Valley were believed to have been “te Tini o te Marangaranga,” who were 
conquered by Wharepakau and his nephew Tangiharuru, descendants of Toi the great Maori chief.  Through this conquest 
Wharepakau and Tangiharuru, with their people, occupied the lands in the Whirinaki and Rangitaiki Valleys and their 
descendants have since lived in the district, although they were forced to leave the area for a short time.  Wharepakau 
returned to the Whirinaki Valley and settled at Te Whaiti.  It is from this ancestor that the tribe of Ngati Whare originated.  
Tangiharuru settled at Pukehinau and his tribe Ngati Manawa, who have lived in the Murupara and Galatea areas, regard 
him as the ancestor their name is derived from.  

For generations, the Whirinaki and Te Whaiti Nui a Toi area has been important in the lives of Ngati Whare people, for 
Ngati Whare, this area including Whirinaki Te Pua a Tāne Conservation Park has played an important role in sustaining 
the people physically and spiritually.  As Kaitiaki, Ngati Whare carry the responsibility of ensuring the health and 
wellbeing of the ngahere.

As forest dwellers, the Whirinaki people were dependent on the rich food resources of the forest, where birds were a 
plentiful and highly esteemed item. Kākā, kererū, tūī, weka, kiwi and kākāpō were the principal species sought. The taking 
of the birds was strictly controlled and a rāhui (prohibition) would occasionally be put on a section of forest.
The forest provided many other necessities: wood for shelters, waka, weapons and fortifications; bark for household vessels 
and roofing; creepers for lashing and hīnaki (eel pots); and feathers and skins for clothing. Fern root was a staple food 
product and was cultivated in clearings created in the forest and maintained by shifting cultivation. Many other forest 
plants had specific uses as well.

The first pakeha to visit the area was the Reverend William Colenso who came to Te Whaiti in 1842.  By 1885 surveying of 
the proposed State Highway 38 began but met with resistance from the Tuhoe – one clash in 1889 lead to the establishment 
of a police station at Te Whaiti.  In the same year a store was also set up there with the well-known historian Elsdon Best 
as the shop keeper.  The presence of the store and road construction work gradually eased relations between Maori and 
European residents.  

The Ngati Whare were staunch supporters of Te Kooti, the charismatic prophet and talented leader of the 1860’s and 1870’s.  
Te Kooti’s people used the Whirinaki area as a base for their campaigns across the central North Island, and, as a result, 
Government troops with Maori mercenaries pursued him into the area on many occasions. 

[Ryan, Thomas], 1864-1927 :View looking up the Whirinaki Valley showing Te Whaiti Pa on the 
right hand side and the Whirinaki River flowing through the valley. [1891].

Lord Ranfurly’s party on the mountain track between 
Ruatahuna and Te Whaiti, photographed in March 
1904 by Malcolm Ross, during the journey from 
Waikaremoana to Ruatoki.

Tai - a - haha, tai - a - ahaha! Na te ware, na te ware,
Noho noa koe tuatua noa i a Tane.

Ko ia i wheki, ko ia i wheka, Rere mai te konga,
Ko ia i piri, ko ia i mau, Rere mai te marama,

Ko ia i piri, ko ia i mau, E ti Tane,
Kia toro tika to tu
TIHEI MAURI ORA!

copyright David Finn

Approximate dates of events (not necessarily correct)

1150
Arrival of the Toi people

1350
Arrival of “Great Fleet”

1650
Te Arawa attack

1750
‘Ngarahutemate’ affair

1812
Ngati Pukeko 

Invasion

1864
Ngati Whare fight  

at Orakau

1868
Te Turuki  

arrives in the area

1870
“Guerilla” forces start 
search fo Te Turuki

1875
Road started to 

Te Whaiti

1907
Author Katherine Mansfield 

visits Te Whaiti

1984
The Whirinaki Forest Park 

was established

2012
The Crown and Ngati 

Whare signed a Deed of 
Settlement

1826
The rest of 

Ngati Manawa 
return

1821
Tūhoe settle 
in Whirinaki

1823
First return of Ngati Whare 

& Ngati Manawa people

1620
Defeat of Marangaranga

1700
Ngati Kahungunu attack

1847
Rev. Preece establishes 

mission station at Te Whaiti

1865
Te Tapiri battle

1869
Attacks on Mohaka &  

Whakatane, 3-Pronoged  
Govt attack

1871
Tūhoe forced to 

surrender to Govt

1872
Te Turuki escapes 

to Waikato

1978
Protests against native 
logging in Whirinaki

1985
NZ Govt. moves to end 

all native logging

1896
Parliament enacted the 
Urewera District Native 

Reserve Act

1818
Ngati Manawa and Ngati 

Whare driven out

1822
Whirinaki is 

deserted

1825
Second fall 

of Okarea Pa

1780
Tūhoe invasion  

- Ngati Maganga driven out
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7. WELCOME TO THE 
    DINOSAUR FOREST

This is dinosaur country. This forest is a remnant of our Gondwana land past. Podocarps evolved more than 200 million 
years ago along with dinosaurs while New Zealand was part of Gondwana land. Although New Zealand podocarps have their 
origin in Gondwana land they have evolved into their present form since New Zealand broke away from that continent.

Podocarp forests used to be much more extensive in New Zealand, but years of human habitation have changed all of 
that. Burning of forest by early inhabitants and the later land clearance for farming and exotic forestry has resulted in few 
such forests remaining. You are in one of the last precious remnants of this once vast forest. Whirinaki is one of the best 
remaining examples of lowland podocarp forest in New Zealand.

7.1 THE REMAINS OF AN ERUPTION!
Approximately two thousand years ago Lake Taupo erupted spreading ash across a large area of the North Island flattening 
forests as it fell. Whirinaki is one of the last remaining remnants of the large podocarp forests that grew out of the 
devastation of this eruption.

The Taupo eruption covered large areas of the Bay of Plenty and the East Coast. The ash was up to 50cm thick at Whirinaki.

The Ngati Whare Claims 
Settlement Act 2012 
acknowledges the significance 
of the Park to Ngati Whare 
as kaitiaki of the park and 
provides for co-governance of it 
by the Trustees of Te Runanga 
o Ngati Whare and the 
Department of Conservation 
through the development and 
joint approval of the Whirinaki 
Te Pua a Tāne Conservation 
Management Plan.  The co-
governance partnership is 
also given effect through the 
Conservation Accord which 
sets out how the Minister of 
Conservation (Department of 
Conservation) and Ngati Whare 
will work together. 

Ngāti Whare has established a 
native nursery in the Minginui 
village and has long-term 
plans to restore hundreds of 
hectares of land neighbouring 
the Whirinaki back into native 
forests.  Minginui, once home 
to sawmills that processed 
thousands of native logs, is now 
home to a nursery that  
will restore the native forests 
lost to logging.

copyright Neil Hutton www.neilroberthutton.com

Gisborne

Whakatāne

Murupara

Lake 
Taupo

Rotorua

Ash deposit  
thickness

10 cm

20 cm

50 cm

100 cm

Lava flow

200 cm

500 cm

Murumurunga Marae, Eripitana Wharenui

Murumurunga Marae,  
Ko Wharepakau tao tao kite Kapua Wharenui 

Waikotikoti Marae, Hine nui te pō Wharenui 

The three Wharenui of Ngati Whare
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8. FOREST DWELLERS

Each layer of the forest has its own characteristic animal 
species, forming a complex web know as the food chain. 
Some forest users live in one level and feed in another. Not 
only are there birds, but there are also a wide variety of 
insects, lizards, and even native bats.

Many people do not appreciate the almost complete 
dependence of the podocarps on forest dwelling birds for 
seed dispersal. Podocarp seed is well adapted for distribution 
by birds. Rimu, totara and kahikatea have a small seed, 
which is attached to a small fleshy berry, while miro and 
matai consist of a hard nut encased in an edible coat. 
Rimu, totara and kahikatea seed is eaten by Tūī, korimako 
(bellbirds), popokatea (whiteheads) and other birds while the 
larger fruit of the matai and miro are eaten by kereru.

Before the arrival of humans, New Zealand had evolved a unique flora and fauna. The only mammal was the bat. There 
were no predators for many of the bird life as a result many of them have no mechanisms to protect themselves from 
introduced predators such as stoats, cats, possums, and rats.

Possums, deer and goats all cause terrible damage to our native forest through heavy browsing. This has resulted in loss 
of certain species in some areas because they are a favourite food of these animals. Possum browsing can cause a loss of 
foliage (dieback) of the canopy. This can be seen in species such as northern rata, kamahi, makomako (wineberry), pate, 
fuschia, mamaku tree ferns and mahoe, which are especially susceptible to possum browse. Intensive possum browsing can 
kill a tree.

Rodents are also introduced pests which threaten the long-term survival of native species. They include the kiore (Pacific 
rat), ship rat (Black rat), Norway rat and mouse. Kiore, introduced by early Maori voyagers, predate on rare weta, snails, 
frogs, lizards, tuatara, birds and bats, as well as other insects and the flowers, fruits and seeds of plants.

Ship rats and Norway rats also eat many small animals and plant material, including the adults, eggs and chicks of 
many rare birds. Mice feed primarily on insects and seeds. When mice populations in forests are high it affects the 
regeneration of kauri and rimu.

Rabbits were introduced during the mid-1800’s for hunting, however by the 1870s farmers had already decided they were 
a pest, and so introduced mustelids - stoats, weasels and ferrets - to kill the rabbits. Ferrets were later farmed in Northland 
for their fur. These mustelids have decimated ground nesting birds. In May 2002, stoats were declared “public enemy 
number one” for New Zealand birds. The extinction of the kakapo from the Mainland and the probable extinction of the 
South Island kokako are attributed to stoats.

Cats are another problem in Whirinaki. Wild cats found in the forest would have been originally abandoned pets. They 
now feed on the native birds and there is evidence that they have killed and eaten kereru.

DID YOU 
KNOW?

Pūriri Moth
The Pūiriri moth scatter enormous numbers of eggs as its flies. The eggs are purplish 
and when the caterpillar hatches it makes its way to its food tree (usually putaputawe-
ta, pūiriri and makomako). The caterpillars are wood borers. The larva’s life cycle lasts 
five years and during this time it eats the live wood boring vertical tunnels into the tree 
trunk. The tunnel, which the larva forms by eating the wood, is not just a simple struc-
ture often made by wood boring insects. It always has an outlet to the surface, but this 
opening is concealed. Around the opening, which is about 13mm in diameter, the bark 
of the tree is eaten away, and the bare part surrounding the hole is typically diamond 
shape. The larva then forms a tough, tight fitting, web curtain of silk in which particles 
of chewed bark are incorporated (you will see this on the tree as a black disk that is soft 
to touch, be very careful that you do not damage it). Where the moth has left a hole, the 
tree will be quite scarred (see below).

See if you can find a tunnel on the host tree species that looks like the above (here in Whirinaki 
it will most likely be a putaputaweta tree). The tree will be quite scarred, and you should find 
several old tunnels or current tunnels on the tree. NB If you want to touch the silk covering of the 
hole, do it very carefully as you do not want to damage the cover.

When taking a walk stop and listen - can you hear anything (do you hear any birds calling)? Do a 
‘Bird survey.’ How many different birds can you see or hear? Try rubbing a cork across a wet bottle 
(or polystyrene will work on a wet plastic bottle) this may entice birds to investigate the sound.

TASK 8.2

copyright Neil Hutton www.neilroberthutton.com

8.3 PESTS

8.1 THE LOCALS

DID YOU 
KNOW?

Entrance of puriri moth larval tunnel, with webbing removed
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 9. A WHOLE COMMUNITY IN ONE     
  TREE – EPIPHYTES & CLIMBERS

Perching plants. Epiphytes simply perch on the branches and trunks of host trees where there is more light for them to 
grow, without harming the host tree. 

Although these plants grow on other trees, they receive no food from them and cannot be called parasites. Perching 
plants normally grow where humus (soil and leaf litter) has collected, either in a fork or crevice of the tree, or embedded 
in moss on the tree.

The other group of plants, which live on other trees, are climbing plants or “lianes.” A liana is a long-stemmed, woody 
vine that is rooted in the soil at ground level and uses trees, as well as other means of vertical support, to climb up to the 
canopy to get access to well-lit areas of the forest. Lianas are characteristic of tropical moist deciduous forests but may 
be found in temperate rainforests like the Whirinaki.  Like perching plants, they need more light than they can get on 
the forest floor, so they grow up and over other trees to reach the light.

The huge numbers of plants that can grow on a tree provide a wonderful home for birds and insect life in the forest.
Rata vine is a climber - it is related to the northern rata that grows into a large emergent tree.

25 million native birds are killed by predators 
like possums, stoats and rats each year
Heavy seeding of trees in our native forests will drive high 
rodent and stoat numbers that will prey on endagered birds. 
Battle for our Birds is a predator control response to protect 
our native wildlife.

Degrees of control
In forests in years when there is no heavy seeding or mast, 
many native birds can tolerate the low levels of rats and 
stoats present then little or no pest control is necessary.

During years when mast events occur at just a few sites, 
localised pest control traps and bait stations will do the trick.

When heavy seedfall is more widespread rats and stoats 
have to be controlled over very large areas.

Predator 
plague cycle

 

Summer

Autumn

Winter

Spring
Summer onwards

When forests trees 
flower heavily, a lot of 

seed is produced

When seed is abundant, 
the rodent population 

increases rapidly

Stoats feed on 
abudant rodents

When the seed rots or 
germinates, plagues of 

starving rats turn to bird 
eggs and nestlings

Stoat numbers explode 
and they also turn to 

birds for food

1: White Rata,  2: Climbing Rata,  3: Southern Rata

1. How many epiphytes can you see?  Remember epiphytes and climbers are different  
– don’t get them confused answering this question!

2. Draw the epiphytes and climbers climbing up the tree.
3. Look at a tree with nothing growing on it and see how few places there are for birds and 

insects to live on that tree.

TASK 9.3
Look at the young trees and seedlings as you walk through the forest can you see any evidence 
of animal browsing. What are the signs that possums and deer are in the forest? Do you see any? 
When you have a chance to view a hillside from the track today see if you can see any effects of 
possum browsing. If there is intensive browsing, there will be a lot of dead or dying trees present.

TASK 8.4

Status: In some trouble (Declining)

Population: 25,000

Distribution: Patchy throughout the northern N. Island

Without predator control:

With predator control:

N. Island Brown Kiwi

Only of kiwi chicks hatched in the wild 
will make it until they are old 
enough to breed - their 4th birthday

5%

Up to of kiwi chicks hatched in the wild 
will survive to breeding age.60%

9.1 EPIPHYTES

9.2 CLIMBERS (LIANES)
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10. PODOCARP FOREST
The Dinosaur forest?

Podocarps are distinguished from pines by their lack of female cones, instead they have a small bright fruit with 
a succulent pedestal foot which is attractive to birds. Hence the name podocarp, which comes from the Greek 
word Podocarpus, which means seed with a foot referring to the shape of the tree’s fruit.

Podocarps include five of New Zealand’s greatest trees (Note: there are more species than this, but they aren’t 
all trees) They are some of the tallest in New Zealand. They are totara, kahikatea, matai, miro and rimu. (See 
attached copy of the interpretation panel from River Rd) Podocarps outstrip most of the true pines in longevity, 
and resemble the redwoods in their prolonged age, size and majesty.

Trunks:
• Totara: Straight trunks with stringy red bark, which peels off in long strips. (Please don’t do that.)
• Kahikatea: Grey bark with large buttressed roots.
• Matai: Bark is bluish-black hammer marked and flakes off the trunk in chunks leaving a reddish scar.
• Miro: Bark looks like it has hammer marks and flakes off the trunk in chunks leaving a brown scar.
• Rimu: Dark brown bark, which scales off in large flakes.

Fruit:
• Totara: A round red berry with black foot. 
• Kahikatea: A round orange berry with black foot.
• Matai: A round blue-black fruit.
• Miro: An oval red berry
• Rimu: Red/orange berry with dark brown foot.

Podocarps are 
gymnosperms (conifers). 
There are two broad 
divisions. They are:

1. Those mainly northern hemisphere species with true cones, such as 
pines, cypresses, spruces and (in our own part of the world) kauri.

2. Predominantly found in the southern hemisphere such as rimu, miro, 
totara, kahikatea and matai.

DID YOU 
KNOW?

Miro

Mataī Kahikatea

Totara

Rimu

CAN YOU 
FIND THESE 
PODOCARPS
IN WHIRINAKI?

Fruiting Kahikatea
Many people may not realise that it is not the famous kauri but rather the kahikatea 

(white pine) that is New Zealand’s tallest tree.

Kahikatea bear seeds at irregular intervals, usually every 3 to 5 years, but 
they carry enormous quantities when they do. It has been estimated that 
a single kahikatea tree can produce 4,500,000 seeds (about 80kg) during 
a seed year.

1. Touch the bark what does it feel like?
2. Look on the ground and see what fruit you can find:
3. How many different podocarps can you see here?
4. Draw the bark pattern or do a bark rubbing of at least one of the trees. This makes it easier to 

identify in the future.
5. Try a bark rubbing. Using a clean sheet of paper and a crayon. Place the paper on a section of 

trunk and with the crayon on its side; rub it up and down on the paper to reproduce the bark 
pattern below. Be careful not to damage the bark in the process.

6. Measure the girth of the tree? (If you measure around a mature tree you will get a rough 
idea of its age because its age corresponds to the circumference in inches (1inch is 2.5 cm). 
Therefore, a tree that is 24 inches is about 24 years old.)

TASK 10.1
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11. FOREST DWELLING
Forest Structure

A forest is organized vertically like a house with layers 
corresponding to the structure of a building. Each layer 
consists of plant species growing in conditions that suit 
their needs.

1.  The Chimneys:
The great forest trees that emerge above the canopy, like a 
chimney, are called emergent trees. The emergent trees in 
this case are the podocarps - totara, miro, matai, rimu and 
kahikatea.

2.  The Roof:
Branches and foliage of large trees form the canopy, or 
roof which shelters the forest floor from most of the direct 
sunlight. The canopy includes the foliage of the emergent 
tree's with tawa and kamahi in the lower canopy, lining the 
roof.

3.  The Walls:
The sub-canopy or walls consist of young future canopy 
trees and smaller shade-tolerant trees (e.g. mahoe and 
kamahi), climbers and epiphytes. The under-story includes 
tree ferns such as whekī- ponga, mamaku (black tree fern), 
ponga (silver fern), and katote (soft tree fern).

4.  The Furnishings:
Small woody plants and ferns make up the understory, 
like the furnishings in a house. The furnishings include 
seedlings from the canopy trees as well as large varieties of 
ferns - hen and chicken fern, prince of wales fern and native 
grasses such as bush rice grass.

5.  The Floor or carpet:
The groundcover species carpet the forest floor such as 
mosses, lichen, fungi and herbs.  Along with leafy and woody 
debris to cover the entire floor.

6.  The Foundations:
Plant roots, branching threads of fungi and tunnels 
of animals such as worms interlaced with soil layers 
underground to form the forest ecosystem.

The sub-canopy, under-story, forest floor and the 
underground are always in deep and permanent shade 
therefore they are damp and cool. The only time that these 
layers become open to the light is when a large canopy tree 
dies. The tree falls to the ground opening the lower stories 
to the light. This creates a battle for survival by young 
seedlings to replace the dead tree. Only a few will become 
part of that forest canopy.

11.2 Plant Identification Table 

PLANT PLANTIDENTIFIED IDENTIFIED

Rata Vine Hen & Chickens Fern

Katote Ponga Pate

Orchid Hound’s Tongue

Sickle Spleenwort Hanging Clubmoss

NZ Jasmine Mahoe

Bush Lawyer

Lancewood Makomako

Putaputaweta Kiekie

Whekī Ponga Leather Leaf

Move around the area looking at the different trees and finding ways of recognizing them. (don’t 
leave the track) Using the chart on page 22 to build up a description to help you identify trees 
or plants in the future. Make a list of at least 5 or more plants (some of the plants will have name 
plates so that will help with your identification.There will be many plants that you can’t identify. 
Be a naturalist or a botanist and sketch them carefully, writing descriptions of their shape, colour 
size and texture. This way you can identify it later.
Draw a cross section of the forest (where you are standing). Using the list on page 20 which 
describes the bush as a house can you work out which plants fit the chimney, the roof, the walls 
the furnishing the floor and the foundation. Return to where you started, trying to identify and 
name the trees on the way.

TASK 11.1

Kahikatea Matai Totara Tawa Rimu

Tree Fern Scrub/Small Hardwood

The structure of dense podocarp forests in Whirinaki
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12. RECYCLING &  
       REGENERATION

Forests are constant and dynamic. These large trees have been here for hundreds of years but even they grow old and die. A 
tree may have fallen because of age or as a result of a storm but it is a very important part of the forest life cycle. The fallen 
tree is host to a wide variety of life forms such as young plants to microorganisms.  
It is a community all of its own made up of:
• Young plants -canopy and sub canopy species that are taking advantage of the light that can reach the forest floor now 

that there is a gap in the canopy.
• Mosses, ferns, lichens, fungi, epiphytes and climbers
• Insects and birds.
• Dead and decaying material including leaves and twigs, which have fallen to the ground and are being broken down into 

leaf mould.
The litter layer is vital to the health and well-being of the forest. When it is removed by browsing, trampling or when trees are 
removed for firewood/timber the forest ecosystem functioning is disrupted.

11.3 Plant identification guide – common plants in the Whirinaki Forest

Rata Vine

Bush Lawyer

Mahoe

Horopito

Makomako

Kamahi

Leather Leaf

Native Mistletoe

Pate

Hanging Clubmoss

Hen & Chickens Fern Hound’s Tongue Kiekie

Lancewood Whekī Ponga

Orchid (Earina Autumnalis) NZ JasminePutaputaweta

Katote Ponga Sickle Spleenwort

Type of Material

Dead Leaves

Twigs

Fungi

Other

Animals (insects etc)

Number Found
Count 1 Count 2 Count 3

1. How many different plants can you find on the fallen tree?
2. Why do you think this tree fell over?
3. Can you see any fungi on the tree? If so draw it so that it will help you identify it later on.
4. Look for insects in the litter. Draw it or describe it.
5. Carefully collect a handful of leaf litter. Spread it out on a white sheet of cardboard. Try to 

sort the material into leaves, twigs, insects, fungi. Record and count the material you found 
on the chart below. After you have finished return the litter to the forest floor.

TASK 12.1
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Find an area in the forest where a tree has fallen and opened up the forest floor to sunlight. There may be examples of this 
happening in multiple areas.  Try H-Tree track or Waiatiu Falls track as good options.  This area now has a wonderful cross 
section of a forest in different stages. The area where the tree fell is gradually regenerating and will one day be mature podo-
carp forest. The species found in the sun are pioneer species, which will gradually die out with the emergence of podocarps. 
This pattern of change is called succession. Pioneer species are fast growing shrubs and trees. Under these light hungry 
species, the shade tolerant future forest trees will establish and grow until they over top these smaller trees as they thin out 
and die.

14. FOREST IN TRANSITION
Forest Regeneration

A cross-section of the upper Whirinaki region showing the altitudinal forest sequence and associated landforms.

Pioneer Species
Much of the vegetation in light wells are known as pioneer species. They are short lived 
and do not grow as tall as the emerging podocarps. The pioneer species provide shelter 
and protection for the podocarp seedlings. Some of the pioneer species might be kanuka, 
putaputaweta, wineberry and kohuhu.

13. FERNS

New Zealand ferns range from a few cm for some aquatic ferns to large tree ferns that reach over 15m tall. There are 
approximately 190 different species of fern in New Zealand and 47% of them are endemic which means that they are found 
nowhere else in the world.

Ferns make up a large part of the subcanopy and under story of Whirinaki. Like podocarps they have been around since the 
dinosaurs. Ferns like lichens and mosses are primitive plants as well (although not as primitive). They also are non-flowering 
and seedless. They have spores, which are clustered together in structures called sporangia.

In most ferns sporangia are clustered forming what is known as sori. These may be seen as brown spots, ovals or lines on the 
underside of some of the fronds. Spores are released when the sporangium dries and splits open. The spores grow into tiny 
plants, which are seldom noticed, but eventually develop into the familiar ferns.

Drawing of the life cycle of a fern: NZ ferns and Allied Plants  
by Brownsey and Smith-Dodsworth (p2).

Hen and Chickens Fern (mouku)
The common name of this fern refers to its habit of sprouting young plants from 
its fronds. These take root once the old frond drops to the ground, but the fern also 
produces spores as well in the usual way.

At the first interpretation signs along the H-tree track you 
can see a wide range of ferns from the small whekī (look 
like miniature ponga), ground covering filmy fern, hen and 
chicken fern, silver fern and Prince of Wales fern.

1. Choose three different types of leaves and draw them or try a leaf rubbing. See how different 
they are.

2. Move around the area looking at the different trees and finding ways of recognising them. 
Using the chart included build up a description to help you identify trees or plants in the 
future.  Make a list of at least 5 or more, small trees (different ones to the ones you have 
already done).

3. There will be many plants that you can’t identify. Be a naturalist or a botanist and sketch 
them carefully, writing descriptions of their shape, colour size and texture. This way you can 
identify it later.

1. Why do you think this is a good area for ferns?
2. Look closely at the back of the fern fronds 

and see if you can find any sori. If you have a 
magnifying glass use it and you should be able to 
make out the sporangia, which make up the sori.

3. How do you think the spores of ferns spread to 
other areas of the forest?

4. See if you can find a fern, which has:
5. Sori arranged in spots.
6. Sori arranged in lines.
7. How many different types of ferns can you see 

here?

TASK 14.1

TASK 13.1

DID YOU 
KNOW?

DID YOU 
KNOW?

sperm antheridium

egg

fertilisation

young fern plant

archegonium

pinna bearing sori sporangium

spor

SPOROPHYTE
fern plant

GAMETOPHYTE 
prothallus

New Zealand ferns and allied plants

Podocarp

frost flat 
scrubland

dense 
podocarp 

forest

medium density 
podocarp-hardwood forest

podocarp-beech 
forest

pure beech forest

high-altitude hill countrylow altitude hill countrybasinsKaingaroa 
Plains

Hardwoods Beech

ignimbrite with scattered greywacke domes greywacke
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16. BIRDS OF THE FOREST

1. Look at the different patterns in the valley. Can you see the differences from the light green 
of the paddocks, the dark green uniformity of the pine plantations, the mottle greens of the 
native forest?

2. Close your eyes and imagine what the valley would have looked like before humans arrived. 
Describe what you think it would look like. 

3. Choose three different types of leaves and draw them or try a leaf rubbing. See how different 
they are.

4. Move around the area looking at the different trees and finding ways of recognising them. 
Using the chart included build up a description to help you identify trees or plants in the 
future. Make a list of at least 5 or more, small trees (different ones to the ones you have 
already done).

5. There will be many plants that you can’t identify. Be a naturalist or a botanist and sketch 
them carefully, writing descriptions of their shape, colour size and texture. This way you can 
identify it later.

Kererū Size: Large
Sounds: Wings make a woof sound
Description: Kererū (New Zealand wood 
pigeon) are large with a white belly and a 
green upper body wings and head with a 
red beak and claws. Found throughout the 
forest feeding on a wide variety of fruits 
and leaves. Kererū play a major role in 
forest regeneration by helping disperse 
seed. You can usually tell when a bird is a 
kererū before you see it because they are a 
large bird and when flying the wings make 
a woofing kind of sound.

Kākā Size: Large
Sounds: Make unique harsh ‘ka’ sound
Description: Kākā a large forest parrot 
usually found in the canopy of the forest 
where they feed and nest. Distinguished 
by its big red rump, belly and under wing 
plus a large concave beak, kaka eat mainly 
fruit, insects and nectar. Look up and you 
might see them silhouetted against the sky, 
swooping through the forest or perched in 
the tops of the tallest trees feeding. They 
make unique harsh ‘ka’ like sound. You may 
see them at dusk flying high over the forest.

copyright Leon Berard www.leonberardphotography.co.nz
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Over hundreds of years humans have made a difference to the landscape in the Minginui Valley, from the very first Maori to 
those living here today. The most significant changes have occurred in the last 100 years with large scale forestry (initially 
logging of the native podocarp forest and now the planting and harvesting of exotic pine trees) and farming.

Whirinaki is best known for its awe-inspiring trees.  The greatest of these are known as podocarps and include species such 
as rimu, totara, kahikatea, matai, and miro.  Value has always been seen in these forest giants but in quite different ways now 
from those of the past.  Visitors who marvel at their great height and size are often surprised to learn that logging of the tress 
ceased as recently as the mid 1980’s.  Timber milling first began at Te Whaiti in 1928 when Crown and Maori land was logged 
for totara fencing material.  Demand for the high quality wood gradually increased and by World War Two further facilities 
were required.  A sawmill and the original Minginui Village were built near the present village site in the 1930’s to help the 
supply of timber.  Work was plentiful and eventually three sawmills were constructed at Whirinaki.  These amalgamated in 
1975.  The annual cut of native trees was large – up to 30,000 cubic metres.  Ongoing demand saw fast growing exotic species 
planted where the much slower-growing natives had been taken.  By the late 1970s around 130 people at any one time had 
been employed in the forest industry at Whirinaki.  But times were changing and in 1978-79 a bitter public controversy raged 
over the future of the forest.  Conservation groups actively campaigned to stop the native harvest and came into direct con-
flict with the local community which saw this as a threat to lifestyle and employment.  In 1985 a new government ended the 
logging of native trees and by 1987 all logging of native timber had stopped.

15. LAND USE IN THE  
       MINGINUI VALLEY

Looking down the Whirinaki Valley showing Te Whaiti settlement 1891 

TASK 15.1
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Fantail Grey Warbler
Size: Small
Sounds: Penetrating cheeting call & 
chattering sound
Description: Fantail (piwakawaka) is small 
with a large fan-like tail. The North Island 
fantail has a dark olive brown on the upper 
side and on the head with a yellowish belly, 
a white throat and a band of sooty black on 
the upper breast. Fantails are quite common, 
so you are likely to see them today in the 
under-storey. They mainly inhabit the 
tops of small trees about 3-6 metres off the 
ground. Fantails also eat insects. It makes a 
penetrating cheeting call and a chattering 
sound derived from the same note.  

Size: Small
Sounds: Sweet trills
Description: Grey Warbler (riroriro) is a 
small bird with a grey back and white belly. 
You will see it fluttering almost stationary on 
trees and shrubs or hovering next to a food 
source. They are commonly seen in pairs. 
As you guessed by its name its song is like 
a sweet trill that varies in notes and tone. It 
mainly feeds on insects and spiders.

copyright Neil Hutton www.neilroberthutton.com copyright Neil Hutton www.neilroberthutton.com

N. Island Robin WhiteheadSize: Small
Sounds: Small chirping sound
Description: North Island robin (toutouwai) 
is dark, slate grey, forest dwelling bird 
with long legs and an upright stance. It 
sometimes looks like it has no tail. It is 
found in the lower half of the forest often on 
the forest floor. It has a tendency to inspect 
intruders so can be seen close to the ground 
and on the lower branches of small trees 
near tracks. It eats insects and worms so one 
of the reasons it will be following you is that 
it will be catching the insects you may have 
disturbed. It has a small chirping sound. 

Size: Small
Sounds: Chirping notes
Description: Whitehead (popokatea) is 
small, it is largely pale brown over its upper 
body and tail. Its head, as you may have 
guessed, is white, as is its belly. Often seen in 
family flocks especially in the non-breeding 
season. Calls vary but the commonest sound 
is a rapid series of chirping notes. They are 
insect eaters and are seen searching for 
them in the canopy especially on the tree 
trunks and branches.

copyright Neil Hutton www.neilroberthutton.com copyright Neil Hutton www.neilroberthutton.com

N. Island Tomtit Thrush
Size: Small
Description: North Island tomtit (miromiro) 
has a small body with a large head and a short 
tail. The male is largely jet black with white 
under belly and a white dot on the forehead. 
The female has the same markings but is 
greyish brown instead of black. They also eat 
mainly insects. They can be found darting 
around in the lower storey on tree trunks 
where they catch insects from the bark. 

Size: Medium
Sounds: Varied and musical song
Description: Thrush is a warm olive-brown 
coloured bird that is found throughout 
NZ. You will hear it sing throughout April- 
January with what has been described as 
a “fine careless rapture”. Its song is varied 
and musical.  The thrush will feed mainly on 
the ground looking for insects, snails and 
some berries and small fruit from shrubs.  
The thrush is not a native of New Zealand. 
It has been introduced from England since 
European settlement about 200 years ago.

copyright Neil Hutton www.neilroberthutton.com copyright Neil Hutton www.neilroberthutton.com
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Bellbird RiflemanSize: Small
Sounds: Like a series of bells
Description: Bellbird (makomako) is 
generally a soft olive-green colour. You will 
also see iridescent purple on its head. The 
female is drabber than the male. It can be 
seen moving throughout the forest with 
vigorous and lively flight movements. It 
sings throughout the year but more often 
in spring and summer. Its beautiful song 
sounds remarkably like a series of bells - 
hence its name. The bellbird is a honey eater, 
it eats fruits, nectar and some insects.  

Size: Very small
Description: The rifleman (Tītipounamu) 
is generally considered to be New Zealand’s 
smallest bird (the equally light-weight grey 
warbler has a longer tail). It is one of only two 
surviving species within the ancient endemic 
New Zealand wren family. Riflemen are small 
forest-dwelling insectivores, and are constantly 
on the move, producing a characteristic ‘wing-
flicking’ while moving through the canopy and 
foraging up and down tree trunks. Riflemen 
are found predominantly in mature forest, 
especially beech, kauri, kamahi and podocarp 
forest. They are now mainly confined to higher 
altitude forest throughout both the North and 
South Islands.

copyright Neil Hutton www.neilroberthutton.com

Blackbird SilvereyeSize: Medium
Sounds: Flute like
Description: Blackbirds vary between 
male and female.  The male is black with 
an orange-yellow bill, while the female is 
dark brown with a grey chin and brown 
bill. The blackbird song period is between 
July-January and is more like a flute than 
the thrush. This bird also feeds mainly on 
the ground but prefers to eat more fruit than 
the thrush. The blackbird is not a native of 
New Zealand. It has been introduced from 
England since European settlement about 
200 years ago. 

Size: Small
Description: Silvereye (tauhou) is 
sometimes referred to as wax eye. The 
throat and undertail may be tinged a bright 
yellowish-green. The under-belly is a light 
colour, with an orange tinge at the base of 
the wings. Its most recognizable feature is a 
white ring around the eye. You will see active 
noisy flocks in the autumn and winter. Its 
song varies depending on the time of the 
year, but while in flight they make cli-cli-cli 
sounds. Silvereye will feed mainly on insects 
and fruits but will also take nectar. 

copyright Neil Hutton www.neilroberthutton.com copyright Neil Hutton www.neilroberthutton.com

Tūī ChaffinchesSize: Medium
Description: Tūī (parson bird). The tūī is 
an iridescent metallic-green with bluish 
purple reflections. It has a lacy white collar 
on the back and sides of the neck - hence 
its comparison with a Parson. You can often 
hear a tūī flying with its quick vigorous noisy 
flight movements. You may see it performing 
interesting aerobatics. You can confuse the 
tūī song with that of the bellbird, though 
it will intersperse its stunning song with 
harsher sounds. The tui is also a honey eater 
and feeds on fruits, nectar and some insects. 

Size: Small
Description: Chaffinches are the 
commonest and most widespread of New 
Zealand’s introduced finches, and are found 
in a wide range of habitats from sea-level to 
1400 m. They are self-introduced to many 
off-shore islands.  They may also form mixed 
flocks with native species such as fantails 
and silvereyes in indigenous forests in 
autumn. Chaffinches usually feed on seeds 
on the ground, but also in trees such as pines 
and native beeches. Insects are located by 
searching the branches and foliage of trees 
and shrubs, or are taken from the ground. 
Chaffinches also catch insects by hawking, 
especially around rivers and streams.copyright Neil Hutton www.neilroberthutton.com copyright Neil Hutton www.neilroberthutton.com
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Shining Cuckoo Kiwi
Size: Small
Description: Shining Cuckoo (pipiwharouroa) 
is a migratory species visiting New Zealand 
annually from the Solomon and nearby islands, 
during the spring and summer. It is a similar 
size of a house sparrow. Its upper body is 
metallic green with a golden coppery glint. 
Underparts are white, and finely barred with 
glossy green. You are more likely to hear this 
bird than see it. You will hear it calling using a 
series of double notes, upward slurs which are 
repeated, followed by a few downward slurs. 
It can sound like a ventriloquist. You will see 
this bird from mid-August onwards. This bird 
feeds mainly on insects and in particular the 
caterpillars of the Magpie Moth. 

Size: Large
Description: Kiwi is nocturnal and flightless 
burrowing bird with a long bill that is more 
often heard than seen. Their whistling calls 
can be heard throughout the year, but more 
often during the autumn and early winter. 
Kiwis use a good sense of smell and strong 
bill to probe for earthworms. To hear kiwi, 
find somewhere comfortable within the 
forest between dusk and midnight. You need 
to sit very still and very quiet if you want to 
hear a kiwi. If there are any near the camp 
you will hear rather than see them. 

copyright Neil Hutton www.neilroberthutton.com

Kingfisher KākārikiSize: Medium
Sounds: Kik-kik- kik-kik sound
Description: New Zealand Kingfisher 
(kotare) is a deep sea-green colour, tinged 
with olive on top, with a white underbelly. 
It looks rather squat, with its head and 
beak not in proportion with the rest of the 
body. You will notice it by its kik-kik- kik-
kik sound. It occupies a range of habitats, 
though you are more likely to see it in the 
open parts of a forest. It will eat worms, 
insects, spiders, crabs, shellfish, small fish, 
lizards and the like.

Size: Medium
Sounds: Ki-ki-ki-ki-ki-ki when flying
Description: Kākāriki there are two main 
types of kākāriki the uncommon red-
crowned parakeet (confined to offshore 
islands) and the more common yellow-
crowned parakeet. The yellow-crowned has 
a red stripe on the forehead with a yellow 
patch behind extending to just beyond 
the eye. Both birds have violet blue on 
their wingtips. It makes a Ki-ki-ki-ki-ki-ki 
when flying. It is most commonly seen in 
Whirinaki in the dense podocarp forest.
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Sounds: kik-kik- kik-kik soundLong-tailed Cuckoo Whio
Size: Medium
Sounds: Long drawn out screech zzsheesht
Description: Long-tailed Cuckoo (koekoea) 
is also an annual migratory species from 
the South Pacific especially Micronesia. It 
is more often heard than seen. Underparts 
white with dark reddish-brown streaks on the 
upper parts the feathers are dark brown with 
reddish brown spots the spots on the wings 
and head are white. The tail of the cuckoo is 
very long hence the name. The long-tailed 
cuckoo’ sound is harsh, piecing, long drawn 
out screech zzsheesht, unlike any other sound 
in the bush. around in the lower storey on tree 
trunks where they catch insects from the bark. 

Size: Large
Description: Blue duck (whio) is a white-
water specialist, preferring to live in fast 
flowing mountain rivers. Whio feed on 
freshwater invertebrates while swimming 
or diving even when only days old. They are 
easily recognised by the slate and mainly 
blue feathers and distinctive whistling 
call. They are found along the Whirinaki 
River mainly in the forested mid and upper 
sections.

copyright Reg Quinn
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16.1 Bird Identification Table 

BIRD BIRDIDENTIFIED IDENTIFIED

Kakā Tūī

Grey Warbler . Riroriro Long-tailed Cuckoo
Koekoea

Kererū Silvereye . Tauhou

Thrush Kākāriki

Kiwi

Blue Duck . Whio

Fantail . Piwakawaka Chaffinches

Blackbird

Bellbird . Makomako

N.I Tomtit . Miromiro Kingfisher . Kotare

N.I Robin . Toutouwai Rifleman . Titipounamu

Whitehead . Popokatea Shining Cuckoo
Pipiwharouroa

15. ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Reference books:
• Crowe, Andrew (1992): Which Native Tree - A simple guide to the identification of NZ native trees. Penguin Books.
• Crowe, Andrew: Which Native Fern - A simple guide to identification of NZ native ferns. Viking Books.
• Malcolm B & N (1989): The Forest Carpet. Craig Potton.
• Morton J, Ogden J and Hughes T (1984): To save a forest - Whirinaki. David Bateman.
• Salmon J (1980) The Native trees of New Zealand. Reed.

Related online resources:
• General: https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/conservation-education/more-resources/
• Kiwi: https://www.kiwisforkiwi.org/take-action/schools/kiwi-forever/
• Whio: https://www.whioforever.co.nz/teachers 
• Kereru: https://www.greatkererucount.nz/kereru-education-pack/ 

Legislation:

• The Ngāti Whare Deed of Settlement:  http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2012/0028/latest/DLM4339902.html 
• Conservation Management Plan - Whirinaki Te Pua-a-Tāne Conservation Park:  

https://www.doc.govt.nz/about-us/our-policies-and-plans/statutory-plans/statutory-plan-publications/conservation-man-
agement-plans/whirinaki-te-pua-a-tane-conservation-management-plan/

copyright Neil Hutton www.neilroberthutton.com

https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/conservation-education/more-resources/
https://www.kiwisforkiwi.org/take-action/schools/kiwi-forever/
https://www.whioforever.co.nz/teachers 
https://www.greatkererucount.nz/kereru-education-pack/
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2012/0028/latest/DLM4339902.html 
https://www.doc.govt.nz/about-us/our-policies-and-plans/statutory-plans/statutory-plan-publications/conservation-management-plans/whirinaki-te-pua-a-tane-conservation-management-plan/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/about-us/our-policies-and-plans/statutory-plans/statutory-plan-publications/conservation-management-plans/whirinaki-te-pua-a-tane-conservation-management-plan/



