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directly contributing to four major projects funded through Marsden (MFP-MNZ2201, MFP-UOO2216, 
MFP-UOO2316) and MBIE (UOOX2305). 
 
Requests 
 
Te Papa’s activities concerning marine mammals fall into two categories, namely, (i) those relating to 
existing specimens – i.e. holding, exporting & importing; and (ii) those relating to future acquisitions – i.e. 
taking in new specimens.  
 
Activities relating to existing specimens only concern specimens that are foreign, unprovenanced, 
historical, or for which an agreement to accession was reached with iwi and DOC at the time of 
stranding. There is a broad public understanding, and attendant expectations, of Te Papa’s role in 
managing, researching and displaying the taonga in its care. As a bi-culturally led crown entity, Te Papa 
both has the same Treaty obligations as DOC and is committed to the principle of mana taonga, which 
recognises the spiritual and cultural connections of taonga with the people. As such, Te Papa is well 
placed to conduct consultations regarding collection care, research and display. With this in mind, we 
would like to request: 
 

1) A hold permit granted in perpetuity to (i) provide certainty for specimens acquired under 
previous fixed-term take permits; (ii) enable Te Papa’s core function under its founding act; and (iii) 
lessen the bureaucratic load on both DOC and Te Papa. 
 
The new permit would apply to both material held by Te Papa at the time of issuance and any future 
acquisitions covered by a valid take permit. While lacking an expiry date, it would still be subject to 
DOC’s prerogative to suspend, revoke, restrict or amend it at any time. We believe that such wording 
would make the permit allowable under the Marine Mammals Protection Act and be consistent with 
the precedent set by previous ‘in perpetuity’ permits issued to Te Papa and other museums. 
 
2) An import/export permit granted in perpetuity to (i) enable Te Papa to support time-sensitive 
scientific collaborations by sending material to bona fide researchers; (ii) enable its core function 
under its founding act; (iii) lessen the bureaucratic load on both DOC and Te Papa; and (iv) create 
stakeholder benefits, including for iwi and DOC. 
 
Like the ‘hold’ permit above, the import/export permit would remain subject to DOC’s prerogative to 
suspend, revoke, restrict or amend it at any time. 

 
New accessions arguably carry greater risk, as they necessarily entail novel agreements and may occur 
in a variety of cultural, societal, political, and scientific contexts. Ameliorating this risk is the fact that Te 
Papa is not a primary stranding responder. Initial discussions about stranded individuals are always 
between DOC and mana whenua, which ensures – in addition to Te Papa’s own standards 
– that consultation is carried out in line with DOC’s expectations. Nevertheless, to reflect the changing 
and more varied nature of new acquisitions, we would like to request: 
 

3) A take only permit expiring after 15 years. 
 
 
• Species of marine mammal item/part (if known); 
All species of marine mammal, including cetaceans (whales, dolphins and porpoises), pinnipeds (seals, 
fur seals, and sea lions) and sirenians (sea cows). 
 
• Type of marine mammal item/part (eg tooth): 
Skeletons or parts thereof; teeth; skins; fluid-preserved soft tissues; tissue samples.  
 
• Number of marine mammal items/parts:  
Te Papa’s marine mammal collection currently comprises 2,028 registered specimens representing 77 
species. Collection activities are ongoing and occur as the opportunity arises. Future collections from 
strandings are unlikely to exceed 1–2 per year.   
 
• How was the marine mammal item/part obtained: 










