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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication  

 

Phone/Mobile  

Postal Address and Post Code   

 

 

☐ I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

Matthew Lambert

Submission 001
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank): 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s)

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054). 

C.2 Your name

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

Organisation 

Date 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition

☐ I Support this Application (I am making a submission)

☐ I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission).

☐ I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection).

E. Hearing Request

☐ I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing.

☐ I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION 

Matt Lambert

04/01/2026
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application 

F. Objection or submission

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

My reasons for my objection or submission are: 

The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

G. Attachments

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title 

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 

“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 

Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 

3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 

Doc submission Ocean Beach pdf more reasons to support applications

This submission supports all 36 licence concession applications for the continued occupation of 
land by existing private baches within the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and Remutaka Forest 
Park, including:

• The proposed licence term to 2054 (approximately 29 years);
• The existing bach footprints and associated structures as declared in the applications; and
• The use of licences (rather than removal or short-term authorisations) to regularise long-

standing occupation under section 17SC(1)(b) of the Conservation Act 1987.

Historical and cultural significance
The Ocean Beach baches represent a rare and diminishing example of a traditional New Zealand 
bach community, with origins dating back to the 1940s. They have been occupied continuously for 
over 75 years, often by the same families across generations. This continuity reflects strong 
cultural heritage values recognised by earlier Department-commissioned cultural assessments, 
which identified the baches as a surviving example of an important era in New Zealand’s social 
history. See additional document for further 'reasons'

I seek the following outcomes from this application process:

• Approval of the licence applications to 2054 for all existing baches;
• Retention of current footprints only, with no expansion;
• Conditions requiring ongoing weed control, waste management, and minimal visual impact; 

and
• Continued engagement with DOC to ensure ecological values are monitored and protected.



Kia ora and thank you for taking the time to consider my submission. 

1. Specific parts of the application this submission relates to 

This submission supports all 36 licence concession applications for the continued 
occupation of land by existing private baches within the Ocean Beach Conservation 
Area and Remutaka Forest Park, including: 

• The proposed licence term to 2054 (approximately 29 years); 
• The existing bach footprints and associated structures as declared in the 

applications; and 
• The use of licences (rather than removal or short-term authorisations) to 

regularise long-standing occupation under section 17SC(1)(b) of the 
Conservation Act 1987. 

 

2. Reasons for my support of this submission 

Historical and cultural significance 

The Ocean Beach baches represent a rare and diminishing example of a traditional New 
Zealand bach community, with origins dating back to the 1940s. They have been 
occupied continuously for over 75 years, often by the same families across generations. 
This continuity reflects strong cultural heritage values recognised by earlier 
Department-commissioned cultural assessments, which identified the baches as a 
surviving example of an important era in New Zealand’s social history. 

 

Importantly, in 1988, the then Minister of Conservation, Helen Clark, explicitly directed 
the Department to introduce licences allowing bach owners to remain, with an 
expectation of long-term security extending to approximately 60 years through 
successive licences. Many owners acted in good faith on this assurance. The current 
applications seek to honour that commitment and should be regarded as exceptional 
circumstances under the Conservation Management Strategy. 

 

Environmental and ecological considerations 

The ecological values report confirms that the wider Ocean Beach environment remains 
in very good natural condition, dominated by native vegetation and natural coastal 
processes. Crucially, the report identifies no significant ecological degradation 
attributable to the existing baches. Weed presence is limited and manageable, erosion 
is natural, and the bach sites are small, discrete footprints within a large and intact 
landscape. 

Submission 001a



 

The presence of baches has not prevented the persistence of threatened species in the 
wider area, nor compromised the integrity of the adjoining Ramsar-listed wetland 
system. In practical terms, the baches coexist with public uses such as camping, 
fishing, boat launching, walking, and the Remutaka Cycle Trail, contributing to local 
amenity and safety rather than detracting from it. 

 

Public benefit and stewardship 

Bach owners have historically provided informal but significant public safety and 
stewardship functions, offering shelter and assistance to stranded beach users and 
fishers in an exposed and rapidly changing coastal environment. Their long-term 
presence has fostered a strong ethic of care for the place. 

 

3. Outcomes sought and conditions recommended 

I seek the following outcomes from this application process: 

• Approval of the licence applications to 2054 for all existing baches; 
• Retention of current footprints only, with no expansion; 
• Conditions requiring ongoing weed control, waste management, and 

minimal visual impact; and 
• Continued engagement with DOC to ensure ecological values are 

monitored and protected. 

 

Approving these licences provides certainty, honours historic commitments, protects 
cultural heritage, and maintains ecological integrity while avoiding unnecessary social 
and environmental disruption. 

 

 

Matthew S. Lambert 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

 

 Michelle Dwyer 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

Michelle Dwyer 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication  

Phone/Mobile 

Postal Address and Post Code   

 

 

 I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION FORM  
Publicly notified application for leases, nts. 

 
OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

Submission 002
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank):  

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
Michelle Dwyer 
 

Organisation  
 

 

Date 23 December 2025 
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

 I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Objection or submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

I am the owner of one of the existing baches at Ocean Beach, and I am writing in strong support for the 
36 concession applications seeking licences to occupy land for existing private baches at Ocean Beach 
and within Remutaka Forest Park.  I support the granting of long‑term concessions through to 2054. 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

I believe that given the long history of the baches and the promise and decisions made by Helen Clark, 
that there should be a licence term to expire in 2054. 
 
Our bach is not a modern holiday home — it is a simple, modest structure and it represents decades of 
memories, community, and connection to this rugged coastline. 
For us, the bach is part of our identity. As children we learned to fish, grandparents told stories, and 
where we have always respected the land and sea that surround us. The bach is a living piece of our 
family history. 
 
A 29‑year concession term: 

• Provides certainty for both DOC and bach owners 
• Enables long‑term planning and gives owners certainty to maintain their structures safely 
 

As bach owners, we spend more time at Ocean Beach than most visitors, and we take our 
responsibilities seriously. Over the years we have: 
 

• Controlled pests around our bach 
• Picked up rubbish left by visitors 
• Assisted distressed visitors in bad weather 
•  

Many people who pass by enjoy seeing the baches — they are part of the character of Ocean Beach. 
We have always welcomed respectful public use of the area and will continue to do so. 
 
The presence of bach owners often enhances safety in a remote environment. 
 
The baches are existing structures, not new developments. 
•  The bach footprints are small and already established, meaning no new vegetation clearance or 
habitat disturbance is proposed. 
 
We are committed to being responsible, respectful, and environmentally conscious occupants. 
Granting concessions will protect both the heritage of the baches and the natural character of this 
coastline for future generations. 

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

The footprint is small, and we fully support conditions that: 

•  Prevent expansion 

•  Protect vegetation 

•  Manage waste responsibly 

•  Ensure no adverse effects on wildlife 
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G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 

“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 

Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 

3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 



Submission 003
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Ge 

 

 

Consession Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 

Number 16 :Gerry Veneberg 117457-ACC     Bach : 19/104     Co-ordinates -41.377, 175.068 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

I have applied for a licence concession for our bach , seeking a term that will expire in 2052 ( approx 29 years)  

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

Gerry Veneberg 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

Gerry Veneberg    (private application ) 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

maxrobb@xtra.co.nz 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication  

 

Phone/Mobile 0276570714 

Postal Address and Post Code  19 Grace Nicholls Grove  

Riverstone Terraces 

 Upper Hutt 5018 

 

 

☐ I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION FORM  
Publicly notified application for leases, 
licences, permits, or easements. 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

Submission 004
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank):  

 Number16 

 Gerry Veneberg 117457-ACC    Bach Number  19/104        Co-ordinates -41.377, 175.068 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

I have applied for a licence concession for our bach , seeking a term that will expire in 2052 ( approx 29 years)  

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
Gerry Veneberg 
 

Organisation  
 

 

Date  
26/01/2026 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

yes☐   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) I AM MAKING A SUBMISSION 

no☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

no☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

YES☐   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

NO☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Objection or submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

 

This submission relates  the continued use of the above stated bach  

 

 

 

 

 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

 

My reasons for the submission  are: 

 

This bach has been in my family for over 50 years. 

 

Every action, my family, friends, myself have taken over the many years has had a positive impact on the coast. 
ie.   Helping wildlife ,flora and fauna and culling unwanted pests, hunting deer, goats and pigs ,possum, cat and 
ermine. 

We also have helped many visitors at the Ocean Beach coast, as they do not realise the harsh conditions  

We have no negative impact on the coast 

 

My father was the care-taker of the Coast Road from Wainuiomata to the end of Ocean Beach road, and he 
used to stay at our bach. This work was done for the Ministry of Works and Civil Defence 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

 

We are applying for a licence to maintain the status quo of our bach, and baches.  

We would be willing to work with DOC to care for the beautiful coastline and surrounding areas. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  
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Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 

“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 

Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 

3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  
 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach 
Conservation Area and Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 
2054).  
 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

Jason Carter 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication  

 

Phone/Mobile 

Postal Address and Post Code  

 

 

 I wish to keep my contact details confidential 
Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

Submission 005
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 
 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach 
Conservation Area and Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 
2054).  
 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

Jason Carter 
 
 

Organisation  
 

 

Date 01/02/2026 
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Objection or submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

• The granting of licence concessions for existing Ocean Beach Road baches. 
• The proposed licence term to 2054. 
• The continued occupation of current bach footprints only, with no expansion. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

From a practical and community perspective, granting these licences provides certainty for both 
the Department and the bach owners. It allows the Department to formally manage and regulate 
the occupation of the land, while enabling applicants to maintain and responsibly care for 
existing structures in a manner consistent with conservation values and agreed conditions. 

In my view, approving these licence applications represents a balanced and pragmatic outcome. 
It recognises the historical context of the baches, formalises their status under the Conservation 
Act, and supports ongoing compliance, environmental responsibility, and effective management 
of the conservation land. 

For these reasons, I support the applications and encourage the Minister of Conservation to grant 
the requested licence concessions, subject to appropriate conditions as determined by the 
Department. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

• Approval of licences for existing bach occupation. 
• Clarity on licence duration and conditions. 
• Confirmation that use is limited to existing footprints only. 
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G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

n/a   

n/a   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 

“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 

Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 

3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application Tony and Donna Dunford 

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 117458-ACC 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

Tony and Donna Dunford 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

Tony and Donna Dunford 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication  

Donna Dunford 

Phone/Mobile 

Postal Address and Post Code  

 

x I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

Submission 006
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank):  

Submission 117458-ACC 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 

Tony and Donna Dunford 
 

Organisation  
 

N/A 

Date 31/01/2026 
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

X   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

X   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Objection or submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

License term sought until 2054. We are supportive of the whole application for reasons set out 
in agreed history 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

We are supportive of the terms sought for the reasons above and as per honouring Helen Clark’s 
promise made in 1988 

 

I have been visiting Ocean Beach, Wellington since 1978, and it has long been a place of deep 
significance for me, and my family, and our friends. Over many decades, it has become our primary place 
of recreation and connection. Our children grew up there, and now we are seeing the next generation of 
our family doing the same. 

 

During this time, we have taken an active role in caring for the area. This has included assisting people 
who have found themselves in difficult or unsafe situations, helping to extinguish fires, and regularly 
collecting and removing rubbish left behind by others. 

 

For the past 15 years, we have been spending nearly every weekend at Ocean beach. Through this 
consistent presence, we have seen firsthand the positive role the Bach owners and regular visitors play 
in looking after the area. Their presence provides informal oversight, care, and immediate assistance 
when issues arise. 

 

I strongly believe that without the baches and their owners, Ocean Beach would face significantly more 
challenges, including increased safety risks, environmental damage, and unmanaged behaviour. The 
ongoing involvement of the long-term users is an important part of protecting and preserving this special 
place. 
 

 

 

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

 

 

Conditions sought are a license term until 2054 We are not seeking public 
exclusion on public Conservation Land 
 

G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  
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Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 

“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 

Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 

3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

Neville David Rees Davies & Betty Anne Davies 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

Neville David Rees Davies 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication  

Phone/Mobile 

Postal Address and Post Code   

 

YES I wish to keep my contact details confidential 
Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

Submission 020
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank):  

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
NEVILLE DAVIS REES DAVIES 
 

Organisation  
 

 

Date  
06/02/2026 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

YES   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

YES  I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Objection or submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

 

 

The connection of the residents and licence holders to Ocean Beach is material and their presence provides a 
public service with bach owners providing shelter in their huts and assistance to many, many, stranded 
fishermen, hikers and members of the public caught out by rapidly changing weather the area is subject to. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 

“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

Jessica Mary Terry and Christopher Dean Terry 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

Jessica Mary Terry 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication  

Phone/Mobile  

Postal Address and Post Code   

 

YES I wish to keep my contact details confidential 
Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

Submission 021
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank):  

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
Jessica Mary Terry 
 

Organisation  
 

 

Date  
06/02/2026 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

YES   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

YES  I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  



4 

 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Objection or submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

 

 

We are local Western Lakers. The connection of the residents and licence holders to Ocean Beach is material 
and their presence provides a public service with bach owners providing shelter in their huts and assistance to 
many, many, stranded fishermen, hikers and members of the public caught out by rapidly changing weather the 
area is subject to. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 

“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 

ubmission 0117
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 
organisational name if submitting 
on behalf of a business, 
community group, etc.) 

Ocean Beach Residents Association 

Contact person and role of 
organisation 

Clare Lenihan – Environmental Lawyer 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be
via email unless alterna
requested) 

 

Alternate contact for all DOC 
communication    

Phone/Mobile 

Postal Address and Post Code  

 

 

X  I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  Submissio 01

Submission 022
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank):  

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  
 

C.2 Your name 
In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
Johnny Jefferys 
 

Organisation  
 

Ocean Beach Residents Association 

Date 5.01.2026 
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

 X I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

 X   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Objection or submission 
The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

This submission is to support all the applications in their entirety made by members of the Ocean Beach 
Resident’s Association for a License for all Baches be granted up until 2054. 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

 Helen Clark, Minister of Conservation (1987-1989) approved granting a licence to 
all bach owners in 1988.  But the approval of the applications was not formally finalised by the 
Department of Conservation and licences were not issued despite the applicants having paid 
around $500+ each with their application.  Despite this Doc sent a reassurance in 1994 that this 
would happen. (1. attachment) This has never been revevoked, we wish to have that 
commitment implemented finally now.   

 
 The Ocean Beach bach community has been in existence since the 1940s when 

the first baches were erected.  They are integrated into the local, evolving environment and the 
wider Wairarapa community, and not a casual weekend retreat to be removed as a nuisance or 
without recognizing their merit to continue.    

 
 As a community the baches hold significant social, cultural information about their immediate 

and the wider Wairarapa community.  There are 14 oral history recordings held in the National 
Library, Alexander Turnbull Library:  Ocean 
Beach bach oral history project. (2. Link attachment).  There is also the Ocean Beach 
Baches Cultural Heritage Assessment 1997 commissioned by the Department of 
Conservation.   (3. Attached)  

 
 Historically the Wharekauhau Farm Estate owner Douglas Eglington encouraged the erection of 

baches on what he considered to be his property.  We have been told that it was a way of 
providing security and safety for his farm cattle grazing in the area. He also maintained a social 
and personal contact with the occupants often visiting them.  The oral histories reveal social 
events at the farm such as dances held in its’ woolshed, also mutual help and engagement such 
as a surprise renovation of the farmer’s bathroom while he was away on holiday.  

 
 Access to the Ocean Beach became easier with the construction of the bridge over 

the Wharepapa river. Later the availability of vehicles capable of driving over rough 
coastline replaced the tractors.  Today access is easier past the Wharekauhau stream by car in 
dry weather, but in wet weather going beyond is only for those with 4WD vehicles or bikes.  

             (4. Attachment). 
 

 
The local environment   
 

 The presence of bach owners provides an essential source of help for visitors who find 
themselves in unexpected situations they were unprepared for.  The Ocean Beach area 
measures several kilometres from the Lake Onoke spit to the Muka Muka valley with where a 
variety of outdoor activities are possible.  It is also full of risks.  

 
 The weather in Palliser Bay is turbulent and unpredictable.  It has severe 

winds frequently of gale force velocity.  Wellington is called Windy Wellington for the same 
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reasons.  It can be extremely cold wet and windy in the winter when most baches also don’t 
get any sun for at least 3 months, and reduced amounts at other times. Best to check the Met 
Service the day before planning a trip there.    

 
 Fire is a serious risk. Visitors love creating little fires using the large amounts of driftwood on 

the beach. Often the smouldering remains of a fire are left behind after the visitors, picnic-ers, 
and campers have departed which are put out, if seen, by an observant bach owner.  But 
sometimes the wind revives them and sets the surrounding area on fire.   

 
 The most concerning are those lit under the canopy of trees in the Doc campsite. There are 

no rules or signs prohibiting this.  It also appears that campers also resort to 
chopping trees and branches within the campsite as well thereby enlarging the space they 
occupy. (6. Photos attached).  

 
 Two examples of major fires in the recent past needed fire fighters & engines from Featherston 

to put them out. Half of the local wetland was burnt out changing its biota 
permanently. (5. Photo attached).  

 
 To help put out the live ‘fireplaces’ frequently left behind by them a group in 

the bach community have put together a homemade ‘fire extinguishing truck’ to help put them 
out. (7. photo attached).  

 
 Flooded streams are another serious hazard.  They can flood very soon after rain and spread 

to over a wide area, bringing down freshly eroded silt and gravel, as well as vegetation from 
collapsing cliffs. Getting stuck in it is very common especially for low slung vehicles. (8. Photos 
attached).  

 
 Enormous quantities of mud and gravel are washed down all the streams when it rains.  This is 

a constant and continuous event caused by the numerous enormous slips created by the 
Wairarapa fault line in this region which runs right through the middle of Ocean Beach at the 
site of the ever-growing shingle fan between Corner Creek and the Wharekauhau stream.  

 
Enabling safety at Ocean Beach: help and rescues   
 

 Helping visitors is a common event.  They frequently need to be towed out of the 
streams in which their vehicles get stuck - the shallow water is misleading, or from the sandy & 
gravelly beach.  (9. Photo attached).  The help needed by people has ranged from saving lives 
and help to do with rescuing them, their boats, or while swimming.  Help with accidents while 
climbing, walking or just camping in the wind.    

 
 There have been occasions when help was needed to call an ambulance, search for someone or 

rescue a large concrete boat in storm and help it berth ashore.  Attached is a list of such help 
provided by individual bach owners which was prepared for our previous lawyer Jock 
Blathwayt.    

 
 The frequency of health issues led to the installation of a Defibrillator unit by concerned 

local bach owners in a freely accessible and open space at the entrance to the Forest Park 
area. (11. Photos attached)  

 
Doc has no help source or ranger present.   

 



6 
 

 Doc have actively encouraged visitors to the Ocean Beach area but have not provided any 
support or means of help to those who might, and frequently do, need it.  They enabled access 
to this rugged environment by providing a campsite as well as enabled a cycle track route 
through to Wellington via Turakirai Head and on through Wainuiomata.    

 
 This part of Palliser Bay is huge and wild.  The visitor, on arrival on the beach after crossing 

the Wharepapa stream, has no information board to make them aware that there 
are rules about lighting fires, the dangerous surf, warnings about crossing the streams, the 
wind factor, the weak phone reception in places or even a contact for help.  

 
 Campers and visitors therefore turn to batch owners for help for a whole range of personal 

issues and needs.   
 

Heritage and cultural values of the Bach community – Doc assessments  
 

 A cultural heritage assessment 20 April 1997, for DOC.  Ocean Beach Baches by Helen 
McCracken (3. Attached)  

 
 Page 4.2 Aerial photographs dating back to 1941, prior to the establishment of the 

baches, suggest that there have been relatively few changes to the area over the 
past 50 years. Apart from the building of the baches the most prominent changes that 
have occurred are:   

- The formation of a gravel road. This road has been realigned in recent years 
away from the baches.    

- Regeneration of manuka scrub in the areas of Group three baches.  
 

 (Page 11, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3 – General Impressions)  
 

 Page 4.3 The baches are all modest structures, almost without exception single story, 
set close to the ground or against the hills above the initial beach line. They do not 
actively detract from the dramatic and wild beauty of the area. In fact, it could be said 
that the size of the baches helps emphasise the grand scale of the landforms.  

 
 Page 6.0 The bach owners are an active evolving community which continues with 

much the same spirit as it did nearly 50 years ago. Despite the moratorium and later 
official threats to the Ocean Beach bach community’s existence, bach owners 
have demonstrated their attachment to this place and to the community. (Paragraph 
6.2. Cultural heritage value of Ocean Beach baches)  

 Environmental Assessment 26 May 1997 – Baches at Ocean Beach and Corner Creek.   
(12. Attached)  

 
 Page 4 … The report outlines the environmental impact of the baches on the physical, 

visual and recreational values on the surrounding landscape. Overall, the baches were 
found to have no significant long-term adverse effects on the environment other than 
the potential fire risk from chimneys or the spread of weeds into the conservation zone. 
Due to their scale and location, the presence of the baches was not considered to have 
any significant adverse impact on recreational use of the area except potential that of 
camping in the Remutaka Forest Park.  (Paragraph 2 – Executive Summary)  

 
 Page 16.  …Considered to have low fire risk.  (7.2.9) Vegetation clearance, paragraph 2)   
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 Baches at Ocean Beach and Corner Creek. 2007 (Prepared by Opus International, for DOC (13. 
Attached)  

 
 Page 1.1 As in the 1997 survey, the baches were found to have no significant 

long-term adverse effects on the Environment, other than the potential fire risk from 
chimneys, spread of weeds and rubbish, into land administered by the department. Due 
to their scale and location, the presence of the baches was not considered to have any 
significant adverse impact on public use of the area, except potentially that of camping 
in the Rimutaka Forest Park. (Paragraph 2 - Executive Summary)  

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

 
We support the contents of the applications in their entirety.  We do not seek to amend any of the 
details in the application.  Should minor changes or clarification be needed the individual bach owner 
should be contacted for this first.  If this is not satisfactory then our Association can be 
contacted through our lawyer Clare Lenihan.  
 

G. Attachments  
If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 
complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  
Document format (e.g. 
Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 
Description of attachment 

1. Adrian Griffiths’ letter 1994-4-29  pdf 1. Adrian Griffiths’ letter 1994-4-29  

2. National Oral History Assoc. 
link https://www.oralhistory.org.nz/  

https://www.oralhistory.org.n
z/  

2. National Oral History Assoc. 
link https://www.oralhistory.org.nz/  

3. Ocean Beach Baches Cultural Heritage 
Assessment 1997  

pdf 
Results of the assessment by Helen 
McCracken.  Commissioned by Doc.  

4. Joe Houghton recalls from 1928 on.  Docx and jpg  
Letter by Jo Houghton Transcript 1-4 and 
photos 

5. Two big fires at Ocean Beach  jpg Photos of fires near Bach of Walkers 

6.  Fires in Doc campsite.  jpg Photos of campsite ‘fireplaces’  

7.  Photo: homemade ‘fire extinguishing truck’.  jpg 10. Fire truck of bach owners 

8.  Flooded stream jpg Flooded stream  

9. Car & motorbike stuck in sand/stream rescued.  jpg 
Photo 2024-11-27 Mbike stuck on beach, 
OB Sergent Rescue, OB Sergent Rescue 2 

10.  Rescue accounts Nov 2019 docx Rescue accounts Nov 2019 

11. Concrete Boat rescue 1983 Pdf and docx OB Abandoned Yacht photo and pdf article 

12. Defibrillator installed jpg Defibrillator Remutaka Forest Park 

13.  Environmental Assessment 26 May 1997  docx 
Results of the assessment   Prepared by 
Opus International, for DOC.   
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Document title  
Document format (e.g. 
Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 
Description of attachment 

14. Environmental Assessment – 19 July 2007.  docx 
Results of the assessment by Prepared by 
Opus International, for DOC.   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 
“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 
Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 
3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 



Submission 022a















National Oral History Assoc. link https://www.oralhistory.org.nz/  

Submission 022b
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Recollections about Ocean Beach Wairarapa from a local 
from1920s onwards. J.E. Houghton 

I had 40 years working on Wharekauhau. Prior to that I was working on Wharepapa 
about the years 1928–29. 

Those early days there was no road across the Wharepapa river to the Wharekauhau. 
Their wool had to be shipped out, it was put on a horse drawn dray, loaded on to a 16 ft. 
boat on the sea front, then taken out to a larger boat. 

This I think would be impossible today as the beach has built up several feet over the 
years and it would be impossible to get a horse drawn into the sea. 

Also in those days and up to the late 1940 with high seas, the water would reach the 
cliffs in most areas around the coast. 

If we were going around the coast from the corner, next to the boundary, we would have 
to wait for low tide, owing to water washing well up on to the cliffs. The only method of 
getting around was riding horses, our gear had to be carried on pack horses. We would 
have to wait for low tide, then get through as quickly as possible between rise and fall of 
water. 

It was not unusual when driving sheep to have to wait several hours to get sheep either 
way with dead low tide, they had to travel almost in single file, even then we still lost the 
odd one, being washed out to sea. 

It is a different story today as the beach has built up so much, you can get stock around 
almost at any time. 

The boundary fence at the little Muka Muka river, from hill to sea several chains was 
almost buried by the build up of the beach. This can be confirmed as the tops of the 
strains posts. Sheep yards at the boundary are also completely buried. This has all 
happened in my time at the coast. 

A few chains along the beach from the Whakauhau river to the Wharepapa river in 1939 
we had a holding paddock, I used it as a lambing paddock for two or three years, over 
the years the fence has been completely buried in most places by the build up of the 
beach. Over the years batches have been built there, and there is no way the sea could 
reach some of them now; the build up there was several feet. 

Also over the years the river beds have built up, with the build up of the beach. During 
the early years it was necessary to cut tracks down into the rivers, at most times quite 
often several feet. 

Over the years the number of vehicles, cars, trucks, etc. pulled out of rivers and sand 
would possibly run into hundreds. A lot of these were pulled out late at night or in the 

Submission 022d



early hours of the morning. Quite often someone of the farm would have to get out of 
bed to put out stranded vehicles, we would have to use tractors, winches, etc. pull them 
out. 

Once the batches were built the pressure was taken off the farmers, as the batch 
owners were called on to pull vehicles out of rivers and sand. 

Also boats and people out of the sea without the batch people’s help, there could and 
would have been a lot of lives lost at sea. 

A lot of people in trouble in the sea would go out in small boats, and they still do, and 
some people even go swimming. These people do not realize the dangers of small boats 
and swimming. 

The wind can change so quickly and boats are blown out into rough water. 

And believe me if these batches were not on the ocean beach front, there would be a lot 
of lives lost on this coast. 

The batch people over the years have done a great job in saving lives and vehicles. 

I have saved one person myself, and if I had not been staying in a batch, he surely would 
have lost his life. 

I think people have a lot to thank the batch owners for, as they certainly keep a watch 
out for trouble, and I am sure that if these batches are removed from this ocean beach, 
there will be a lot of lives lost. 

Signed. J.E. Houghton 

 

(Document obtained from the Department of Conservation archives. Dan Taylor) 
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Guidance - Conservation Values Checklist  (Note - remove red text and change font to black) 
Protected Area: Ocean Beach Conservation Area; Part of Rimutaka Forest Park 
NaPALIS (ID): 2798457 (Ocean Beach). 2798523 (RFP) 
Locally known as: Ocean Beach 
Area (hectares): 
Operations Region: LNI 
Operations Manager: Kathy Houkamau 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Conservation Values Checklist 
General: What is the existing purpose of the site? 
               

General: What is the existing purpose of the site? 
 

Conservation, camp site, baches 

 Does the site adjoin any other public 
conservation area? 

Yes - Rimutaka Forest Park. Also Wairarapa Moana Wetland Ramsar 
site. 
 

 Does the site improve the natural functioning or 
integrity of an adjoining area? 

Yes - it's at the interface of the mountains of Rimutaka Forest Park and 
the beach. The beach leads to an interface of kanuka forest and then 
into beech forest of the Rimutakas. There are raised marine terraces 
overlain by alluvial fans where water courses exit the Rimutaka 
Range.The Rimutakas are highly erodible; and drop off steeply to meet 
the beach. This eroded material contributes to the formation of the 
beaches. This erosion is natural feature, not something that can or 
should be managed. The sites also have connections along the coast. 
to the east they adjoin the Wairarapa Moana Wetland Ramsar site. to 
the west there's a 5 km stretch of undeveloped natural land to 
Turakirae Head Scientific Reserve, and from there to Baring Head and 
the eastern bays of Wellington. So it contributes to a long stretch of 
undisturbed coastline, stretching from Wellington's eastern suburbs to 
the mouth of Onoke Spit. 

Commented [SS1]: At Te Mahoge – identified by its 
growing and enormous shingle fan -there is a flat raised 
Marine Terraces on one side of the stream bed alongside it.  
On the streams other side are the eroded hillsides and peaks 
part of the Remutaka ranges. The change in topography is 
caused by the Wairarapa Fault line cutting through here. The 
resulting topographical changes include shattered and 
constantly eroding hillside causing g dangerous slips, 
continuous washing down of material in all the local streams 
making them prone to frequent flooding and risky to ford. 

Submission 022g



 

 Does the site improve the amenity or utlity of 
the local area? 
 

Yes, there is a DOC campsite. A 4WD track through to the other side of 
the Rimutakas along the beach also passes through the area. There is 
also a mountain bike track connecting the Wairarapa to Turakirae 
Head and then to Wellington. 
 

 Does the site have international, national or 
regional significance? 
 

The site borders on a Ramsar site, a site of international importance 
for birds. The Ramsar site could quite feasibly have been extended to 
include the wetland immediately behind the dunes, as it is a unique 
habitat being wedged between the beach and the forest behind. 
 

 Does the site have any local importance?  
 

Yes. Boats can launch from there, it's a campsite, and it has local and 
national ecological values. 
 

 Is the area / site noted in the relevant 
Conservation Managment Strategy (CMS)  

if yes - note the plan, relevant section and what it relates to, i.e. to be 
reclassified, re-zoned for XX purpose etc. 
 

 Is the area / site noted in a managment plan 
(local or Council)? 
 

as above. 
 

 Is the site / area noted in the relevant District or 
Regional Plan? 
 

if yes - note the plan, relevant section and what it relates to, i.e. to be 
reclassified, re-zoned for XX purpose etc. 
 

DOC 
 

Are there any assets on the site? 
 

Buildings, signage, tracks, etc 
 

 What DOC management has been undertaken or 
is in place 

Is it part of or in a 1080 area is it part of a maintenance programme etc 
 

 Are there any management agreements in 
place? 

local grazing, hunting or maintenance contracts or agreements. 
 

   

Commented [SS2]: This wetland in the Rimutaka fofrest 
park is being inundated by the sea washing over the narrow 
beach into it with debri, logs etc washed into it. 

Commented [SS3]: Unclear what has national ecoliogical 
values. A campsite, erwecteed some yeafrs ago byt Doc cut 
downf a maturing Kanuka area. 

Commented [SS4]: This information has not  been 
provided by Doc. 

Commented [SS5]: As above. 

Commented [SS6]: This information has not  been 
provided by Doc. 
 

Commented [SS7]: …and many baches. 

Commented [SS8]: 1080 plan evident.  Grader on ‘road’ 
sometimes but no other maintenance evident. 



 Does the site secure practical walking access to 
public conservation lands and 
waters, rivers, lakes or the coast? 
 

A national mountain biking route (Remutaka Cycle Trail) between 
Wellington and the Wairarapa passes through the site. It would also be 
a practical wlaking route, and possible access to the Rimutakas. 
 

Biological Does the site form part of a Business 
Managment Unit (BMU)? 
 

NOTE: This is checklist for identifying conservation values when 
considering a potential exchange, disposal or vesting proposal. 
 

 Are there any active restoration plans or 
activities in place? 
 

The site doesn't need any restoration activity. There's some weed 
management, but compared to many other sites there are no 
environmental issues at these sites. The vegetation is largely intact; 
there are some understorey weeds, but not at a density that would 
preclude simple management. The erosion is a natural feature. 
Rehabilitation of any bach site would focus on managed 
regeneration initially. 
 

 Are there any iconic features? 
 

An ecologist would consider the beach from Turakirae Head to 
Onoke Spit as iconic, but it's not iconic in the sense of Mt Taranaki 
that can be seen from the South Island on a good day. An area just 
to the east of Mukamuka Stream mouth is identified in the 
Inventory of important geological sites and landforms in the 
Manawatu and Wellington Regions as "possibly the best example of 
pillow breccia in basement of the southern North Island", a site of 
regional importance. 
 

 Is there any indigenous species present? 
 

The environment is still in very good natural condition, dominated 
by native vegetation and natural processes. Yes, there's some 
clearing around the baches, but the beach is natural, with native 
sandbinders, there's a wetland, and beech forest leading down to 
the beach. 
 

Commented [SS9]: It is assumed that the site in question 
here is the area roughly between the forest park and 
the  Wharepapa stream. There are no signs of any weed 
management for the escalating problems in this area. 
Serious restoration work is needed to stop the continuing 
use of large area abused by trail bikes and 4WDs for thrill 
rides. The area in use is increasing rapidly and won't stop 
unless there is some intervention. There is total loss of 
vegetation in this area. Photos attached.  
 

Commented [SS10]: Several weed species are present and 
increasing at an overwhelming scale. Spanish heath, fennel 
and gorse are dominant Pampas grass will soon dominate. 
No weed removal programmes have been evident over the 
past 50 years.  
 
 



 Are any:- Threatened, Critically Under-
protected, Acutely Threatened, 
Chronically Threatened, Under-protected or At 
Risk? 
 

pingao Ficinia spiralis (At Risk -Declining). Sand tussock Poa 
billardierei (At Risk - Declining). Fierce lancewood Pseudopanax 
ferox (At Risk - Naturally Uncommon). katipo Latrodectus katipo (At 
Risk - Declining). Korthalsella slaicornioides (Threatened- Nationally 
Critical; a dwarf mistletoe on kanuka). Brachglottis greyi (At Risk - 
Naturally Uncommon). Notoreas perornata subsp"WA/WN" 
(Threatened - Nationally Vulnerable). There's a good population of 
Muehlenbeckia astonii at Turakirae Head 5 km west, and it may be 
present here. 
 

 is it important for the survival of any threatened 
indigenous species? 
 

The beach from Onoke Spit to Ocean Beach has the best population of 
sand tussock in the lower NI, if not NI. It's no longer found at historic 
sites on th Kapiti Coast northwards. This site has the best population of 
fierce lancewood in the lower NI. 
 

 Are there any weed species present? 
 

There are weeds present, but none of them are "threatening". Yellow 
flag iris in the adjacent wetland is probably the worst weed around. 
There's a small infestation of old man's beard, but it's earmarked for 
control. Biocontrol is being considered for the small infestation of 
tradescantia. There were a few isolated brush wattle. There are small 
patches of marram on the beach. None of these are changing the 
landscape. The sites are remarkably free of major weeds. 
 

Environmental  
 

  

 What Land Environment Category is it? 
 

 

 Does the area provide a habitat for indigenous 
fauna? 
Could it provide a habitat? 

what are the habitat features - include migratory specifies 
considerations 
 

Commented [SS11]: None at Ocean Beach. There's a small 
population at one site of ranunculus acaulis.    
 
 

Commented [SS12]: The fierce lancewood does not grow 
anywhere on the Beach area it is to be found in the hilly area 
up one of the local streams. 
 

Commented [SS13]: Disagree strongly. The severely 
threatening weeds between Wharekauhau Stm  & Corner 
Creek are Spanish Heath/ which is conspicuously widespread 
and increasingly so. Also Gorse and an invasion of Fennel 
which covers an entire hill 

Commented [SS14]: Spurwinged plover along the 
beaches.  Terns along Onoke Spit.  



 

 Does the site represent a habitat or ecosystem 
that is under-represented in 
public conservation lands? 

some historic reports have details on sites 
 

 Does the site have the potential to be restored 
to improve the respresentation of habitats or 
ecosystems that are under-represented in public 
conservation lands. 
 

Yes. Should baches be removed It would be easy to manage natural 
regeneration of the sites. Surrounding areas are in good shape. 
 

 What are the land form values? 
 

 

 does the area contribute to another 
factor/impact, i.e: flood retention, erosion or 
mitigate external impacts (buffer area)? 
 

The mountains are naturally prone to erosion and slips. The gravel 
beach features wind-blown sand and gravel. It's not a very hospitable 
habitat at times, but the processes are allowed to occur uninterrupted, 
and therefore contribute to the values of the site. The interface 
between the forest and the beach has a track along it, but sand is able 
to blow across this without interference. 
 

 Are there any "use values"? 
 

Camp ground; fishing; launch site for boats; national mountain bike 
trail. 
 

Aquatic What Freshwater Environment Category is it? 
 

Wetland, rivers. This is probably the only wetland fed by fresh water 
from the mountains behind it and sea water from the front in the 
lower 
NI. I'm not sure how much of it is within the boundaries of the areas 
under discussion, but like many dune wetlands it may move around in 
the landscape as its bed is filled in or eroded, and storm events bring in 
more water. 
 

Commented [SS15]: This would be true of the baches 
within the forest park only. It could also be true of the 
campsite created by Doc within established mature kanuka 
bush. All other baches further along the beach are on old 
sand dunes and are located at the foot of the vertical cliffs of 
the marine terraces. These would not revert to bush but may 
in time become clothed by mainly flax.  It is more likely that 
they would be used by trail bikes and four-wheel drives for 
thrill rides as has been currently happening for years on an 
increasingly long and large stretch of similar dunes on the 
eastern side of Wharekauhau stream. (Phtos attached)  

Commented [SS16]: As a result of the 1855 earthquake 
fault line emerging at them hunger and it's fact on the 
ranges behind and around it. The effects of this locally out 
described above.  
 
 

Commented [SS17]: The wider beach offers large open 
spaces  areas also where visitors camp or locate campervans 
 

Commented [SS18]: Unclear which of the two wetlands 
are referred to here. One wetland is located between the 
forest park setting and the nbeach which is very small and 
formed in a depression created by the 1855 earthquake 
uplift of the land enabling a stream to pond in the space. 
Changes to this began a while ago with the sea encroaching 
washing logs etc and sea water into the wetland. The 
wetland water is changing from fresh to saline with plants 
along the edges dead and dying. 
 
Another wetland is at the extreme end of this coastline 
alongside Lake Onoke which is large and next to the 
Wairarapa Moana Wetland Ramsar site.  
 
 



 Is it located within a designated RAMSAR area?  No, but it borders on the Wairarapa Moana Wetland Ramsar Site. 
Given the quality and uniqueness of the nearby wetland I'm surpised 
the Ramsar site boundaries weren't extended to include it. 
 

Historic Are there any cultural or tohu whenua 
associations with the site? 
 

iwi or European - local story or historic knowledge / use, e.g. was it a 
health camp in a previous life.. 
 

 Is there any historic artefact, icon, feature on or 
within the site? 
 

 

Community What is the sites presence in the local area? 
 

It is part of a larger beach. It's used to haul out fishing boats. 
 

 Is it used by the community? 
 

Yes. Recreation, baches, fishing, boat launching, camping, 4WD, 
mountain biking, hiking. 
 

TOW Is it in an area that has been settled or is it a re-
dress area? 

 

 If settled is it affected by legislation? 
 

is it in an RFR or is it a  
deferred settlement property (DSP), an 
acknowledgement or protocol area etc. 
 

 
: 

Which iwi or groups have an interest in the site? 
 

 

Recommendation based on the values what is/are your 
recommendations, e.g.; 
- the current status or recreation reserve is "fit 
for purpose" as the local bike track is being 
highly utilised and…) 

 

Compiled by : (print name and position) (signature)  

Commented [SS19]: The beach is dangerous and not used 
for swimming.  
 



Manager: (print 
name) (signature) 
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Rescues & Assistance for the visiting public  to Ocean Beach 
Provided by bach owners 

 
 
Bach 9/66    John Thomson 
We have been visiting our family Bach in Ocean Beach for over 50 years and have met and assisted many visitors to 
the area over that time. For many years our family and myself had regular contact with local property owners 
around the coast from the Ridderfords at Orongorongo through to the Eglingtons and Shaws at Wharekauhou and 
Wharepapa and along to the original Cameron farm by lake Pounui.  
 
Over the years on a number of times, as an Outdoors Training Instructor I have personally run and organised cycle 
training programmes for young teens from the Wainui coast, on the Orongorongo station and along the coast 
towards Ocean beach, and Palliser bay. Co-ordinated and help run a number of large trail rides along the same 
stretch of land through to Palliser Bay and back including a large loop including the Rimutaka  ridge track as well.  
 
When I was working in the New Zealand Military as a Logistics Training Officer, I also helped run a number of Driver 
training exercises along the coast from Orongorongo around the coast to Palliser Bay then back over the hill to 
Trentham.  
 
I also worked many times over the years assisting as a farm hand on Wharekauhou, Wharepapa and occasionally on 
the Cameron Farm when needed.  
 
One common denominator associated with all of these activities was the sum what hostile nature of the terrain 
surrounding the whole coastline around these farms, bach's and coastal tracks.  
 
Over the years, with such unusual and ever changing terrain to negotiate, I came across many stricken visitors along 
the coast line who needed assistance along the way. Those that I have helped assist in one form or other have been, 
in no particular order.  
 
Orongorongo Station 
1. On two different occasion's assisted elderly couples who, while trying to visit the seals by Turakirae head got 
caught out in the weather and gave them a lift back to their cars.  
2. One cyclist with a puncture and no tools or repair kit assisted him with a lift back to Orongorongo.  
3. Two other cyclists struggling approximately half way to Windy point. Thought they could cycle all the way to 
Featherston and catch the train back to Wellington. They had not brought the right clothing for the conditions, no 
food, and only one  drink bottle between them, their other one had cracked and Leaked out and no tools. After 
chatting to them for a few minutes, I convinced them to turn around and head back to Wainuiomata while they still 
had time. The skill of the middle aged female cyclist was novice at best and she had spent a lot of her time walking 
the bike along the tough terrain.  
 
Little Mukamukaiti Stream 
1. On at least 3 different occasions had to assist stricken vehicles stuck in the soft sand and stream crossing. This is a 
very popular area for hunters and hikers to camp over night up the gully.  
 
Mukamuka Stream 
1. Two different occasions assisted motorcyclist's with drowned motors after falling off in the river crossing. I'm also 
a mechanic.  
2. Assisted a very upset hunter early one morning walking out from Mount Mathews. I found him walking along the 
road towards the shingle slide rather disorientated. he had been up all night looking for his dog that had run off and 
got lost the previous day. He was in tears and wasn't to sure if he should be heading towards Corner creek or 
Turakirae. Gave him a quick drink and a chocky bar and advised that he wasn't to far from Corner Creek where he 
could get possible assistance there if need be. I also offered and went up to the ridge line track to assist with finding 
his lost dog. Saddly no luck.  
 
Shingle slide, between Mukamuka and Corner Creek 
1. Over the years, assisted with multiple vehicles, motorcyclist's and the occasional cyclist having trouble negotiating 
the shingle slide. Either by towing veh's or riding their bikes for them.  
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2. Assisted on two different occasions, two riders who had fallen off trying to negotiate the shingle slide, only to fall 
off and break their collar bones. I rode one bike up for one and towed the other.  
3. At the top by the rock face where the track is slowly falling away, I helped a cyclist with a sprained knee. He 
tripped over a rock while walking his bike up the slope. Gave him a lift to corner creek where he met up with his 
riding buddies. Again none of the cyclist's in his group were properly prepared for their ride around the coast.  
 
Corner Creek 
1. After some rough weather and a flood one year, Assisted in rescuing both a rider and his bike who while racing 
along the shoreline was not aware that there was a large wash out from Corner creek stream in front of him with a 
large swell also washing up the beach approx 30 meters. He was air bourne for a while before separating from his 
bike. Both he and the bike went under water, then immediately got wiped out again by the incoming swell. Myself 
and a friend both rushed over to pluck both him and the bike out of the water. He was not a local and not aware that 
the swell was just as dangerous as the wash out that he plainly didn't see.  
 
Wharekauhou Stream river 
1. Assisted with numerous stuck vehicles over the years here, while they were trying to negotiate the river and 
getting stuck.  
 
Ocean Beach shoreline 
 
1. Again assisted with many campers and family cars visiting the beach and driving their veh's to close to the shore 
line getting stuck in the soft sand.  
2. On two different occasion's gave cyclist's  a bed for the night as they had walked off the beach after riding around 
the bay and got caught out by the weather. That is they had not planned their trip properly and ran out of day light. 
One was so bad, he was soaked to the skin. He had got a puncture approx half way around the coast and thought he 
would be able to walk and hitch hike out to Featherston. He had not checked out the weather report for the day 
either.  
3. On another occasion gave a visiting fisherman a bed for the night, as he had a fuel problem and his ute had broken 
down. Towed him up to the farm the next day.  
4. On three different occasions had to rush out and assist visiting fisherman being tipped out of their small dinghy's 
after trying to ride a wave back to shore and being tipped out on the shore line.  
 
Wharepapa River 
1. By the over bridge and met two cyclist's late on a Sunday afternoon. One had a puncture, but had lost the liquid 
rubber sealant out of his repair kit. They were looking for a farm house where they could get some help. Advised and 
showed them how to get up to Wharakauhau where they could get assistance.  
2. Same area just short of the bridge, a visiting motorist had a collapsed wheel bearing on his boat trailer, retaining 
locking pin had fallen out and the nut had screwed off.  I made a temporary repair for him, gave them a bed for the 
night, and they repaired it the next day with the help of  a Wharekauhau staff's tool box Cotter pin.  
 
Lake Onoke 
1. West shore side, On three different occasions assisted visiting veh's being  stuck in the sand  
2. At the spit by Lake ferry East side on one occasion, I had to recover a motorcycle for a visiting rider who thought 
he could ride across. Tried to explain to him that the area had very fine pebbly like sand that was just like quick sand 
and that it was not a good idea to attempt to ride across. He didn't listen, took off from the west side, got stuck up to 
his axles, fell off over the handlebars and saddly, he broke his collar bone so I had to get the bike out for him. Sadly 
as well know, since then a number of visiting fisherman have lost their lives at that very spot after being caught out 
by the swell and struggling to maintain their footing in the loose sand.  
 
Palliser Bay 
I would like to finish by saying that the terrain along the Palliser Bay coastal  area is continually changing and as such, 
with ever more visitors we will see more, not less people needing assistance in years to come.  
 
I would also like to mention that when my brother and I rescued the young lass out of the Bay many years ago, it was 
the combined effort of many locals working together with us that saved that young girls life, and I'm absolutely 
convinced as a qualified Outdoor educator, swim instructor and lifesaver that, had not the Bach's been there, she 
would surely have lost her life. 



 
* Bach 17/100  -  Kerrie Prentice # photo 
*  Attached is a photo from January this year, these four cyclists could not even walk their bike any further in the 
gale force Nor’Westerly. It was too strong for them to even reach Corner Creek where they intended to stay. We put 
them up for the afternoon & night until they could carry on the following day. One of them works for Xero in Wgtn 
so I may be able to get contact details if necessary.  
*  We have jumpstarted many a battery & pulled vehicles out of the river as well as *  sheltering cyclists over the 
years but have no hard evidence of these. 
*  Some of the other ‘rescues’ were a long time ago.  One one occasion we had to pull a car from the river in winter.  
*  Jump started a car for people that had to sleep in their car overnight during winter. 
*  Over the years there have been numerous events but of course none of us kept a note of them unfortunately! 
 
* Bach 19/104  -  Gerrie Veneberg & family 
Over the years, we as bach occupants have helped both people and wildlife on numerous occasions.  Some examples 
include: 
* rescuing two men whose boat caught fire and sunk in stormy conditions. 
* rench tourists were lost and stuck around Windy Point. I towed them out and then took them back to the bach to 
get dry and warm.  Google maps direct people around the coast as a way to get to Wellington. 
* found a young hunter badly stung by wasps. I called Westpac helicopter so he could get medical help.       
* helped a motor-cross rider with a broken collarbone to get from coast to hospital. 
* another bike rider, rode off the cliffs around the coast causing him a compound leg fracture. I helped to carry him 
to the waiting rescue helicopter 
* have helped many bike riding families on the new bike trail in rough conditions ie wind and rain. 
* nearly every weekend in summer, we are towing townies and tourists off the beach who get stuck in their vehicles. 
* we help unprepared visitors to the coast to a cup of tea and warm fire when needed. 
*& we have put out numerous fires on the beach over the years. 
* we frequently pick up litter and broken glass from the area (party-goers, hooligans). 
* we  have helped fisheries officers to locate paua poachers. 
* contacted DOC about injured birds, wildlife needing assistance. 
* over the years we have helped  Wharekauhau farm with injured stock and other problems. 
 
As bach owners we create a minimal impact and in fact we are Caretakers of the Coast. 
 
Bach 27/  -  Scott Kay 
*   There was the time when diver John Mckechney went missing when out diving.  The Westpac chopper was called 
but it couldn’t help because of the bad weather.  We waited, all of lit bonfires along the beach and in the end John 
appeared.  He’d managed to hang on. 
*  Another time I found a tagged seal and called DOC.  It had a tag which I read out and DOC said it had come from 
Antartica’. 
*  There was also the Rally of New Zealand held out here.  A vehicle had broken down so we put up the driver for the 
night. 
*  Another time a vehicle rolled and the people in it were injured.  We took them, gave them sleeping bags till the 
emergency services got here.’ 
 
Bach 32/306 - Jenny Devenport 
A few years back a fire started from freedom campers in the tussock grasses just up from the camping ground and 
myself and two friends staying at our bach spotted it and helped put out the fire. 
 
I have also spotted a few families visiting Ocean beach ready for swimming and advised them not to swim.  They 
were not aware of the dangers. 
 
Bach 34  - BEVAN WILSON 
Unfortunately due to the tight time frame, I am unable to get this to Dad but I will briefly elaborate on a few 
occasions on behalf of my father, Bob Wilson and our family, which we can recall when we rendered assistance to 
others while staying at Ocean Beach. 
 



The most notable was 20 February 1998 when a good friend, Dion Saba was tragically killed.  We were staying at the 
bach and my father was the first on the scene of the accident prior to EMS being notified and mobilised by way of 
our notification.  In due course between himself and other family members, they assisted in providing transportation 
and in gaining access across hazardous terrain to the accident site which was on the beach at the bottom of a steep 
cliff face.  Had our family not been immediately present, Dion's body may not have been discovered until later (if at 
all given the accident site so close to the water) and the expedited speed EMS was able to be on site could not have 
occurred. 
 
Thankfully this is the only fatal accident our family has been involved in throughout the many years spent at Ocean 
Beach, and we firmly believe this can be credited to the occasions when we have rendered assistance to members of 
the public who have found themselves in severe strife diving, boating, off road driving, tramping and hunting.  These 
occasions have occurred when members of the public and their vehicles / possessions have required assistance in 
the immediate vicinity of the baches but also there has been no hesitation to assist when we were required to travel 
- sometimes long distances around the coast towards Bird Rock and towards the 'A' frame where cell phone 
coverage is non existant and raising alarms in times of need is near impossible. 
 
There are times when we have been required to assist in fire fighting when members of the public do not fully 
extinguish campfires and bonfires on the beach and the strong winds carry hot embers in the vegetation.  Regular 
patrols on the beach and through campsites the following morning after other campers etc have been and gone 
result in us having to dampen down locations where fires had been lit the night before and had not been adequately 
extinguished.  Not to mention the rubbish collecting we have undertaken to ensure the beach and surrounding 
environment remains as pristine as possible. 
 
I have lost count of the amount of times my father has had to assist members of the public when they have gotten 
vehicles which are unsuitable to cross the streams stuck and need to be towed clear.  I have seen cars stuck when 
the streams are merely a trickle and I have seen people rescued when it is a raging torrent capable of washing 
vehicles into the sea. 
 
Anyone is welcome to come and enjoy the rugged beauty of Ocean Beach but due to the remoteness, the risks and 
dangers of such an area to the uninitiated, present a very real danger and having locals at the baches present an 
opportunity to somewhat minimise some of those risks simply by being present, offering advice and looking out for 
one another in an environment that is unique but equally dangerous. 
 
Removing the bachs and their residents from Ocean Beach only increases the risk, it will undoubtedly result in a 
greater level of incident / accident and sadly further endangers the natural environment and it's inhabitants as there 
will be less regular sets of eyes over this precious landscape. 
 
Bach 43  -  Kevin Daly, Ph: 021936239 
 
1.  About 2 years ago , 2016, a lady went out in a kayak to retrieve a cray pot on the reef and she got caught in the 
wind and if it wasn’t for the Bach owners directing the police and the Westpac helicopter to her location she would 
not have survived as she was exhausted and heading out to the cook straight. 
 
2.  Karl Taylor, 224 Pahautea Road , 021 606 265, visitor to Ocean Beach says:- 
“On the 25-08-19 I was camping at Corner Creak Ocean Beach only to discover I had a flat battery thankfully Bach 
owners here provided assistance firstly as a safe place to store my vehicle that if left unattended would likely have 
been stolen or broken into. 
After returning and unable to repair Kevin Daly (Bach owner) where I left my vehicle helped with repairing the 
vehicle and providing extra motor oil without his assistance I would have been up for a large tow and salvage bill. 
Having locals about make this a far safer and enjoyable place to camp.” 
 
3. Maximum Keukelaer, 0224 016 0400 visitor to Ocean Beach says:- 
“On the 19-10-19 we got stuck on the beach at Ocean Beach and it was to the help of the Bach owners to tow us out 
without there help we had no way to get our vehicle out.  So it is nice to know that the people that live their are so 
friendly and are there when things go wrong cause without them we don’t know how we would have got our vehicle 
out.” 
 



4.  A few years back a man had crashed his 2 wheeler motor bike around the coast at Ocean Beach and broke his leg 
and with out the help of the Bach owners the police could not get around to where he was as the road had been 
washed out so the Bach owners had to take them by quad bike to the crash site then also provide help to get the 
patient from where he crashed to the helicopter also by quad bike as he was too far away so had to be put on the 
back of the quad to be driven to the helicopter. 
Bronwen Nicholas, 0274185778 [family member of owner Kevin Daly] 
 
5. On the 20-10-18 I was fishing out Ocean Beach with my long line and it got snagged so was unable to bring it back 
in so one of the Bach owners was kind to go out in their boat to retrieve it for me without there help I would have 
lost my fishing equipment at the value of $2000.00. 
So after that I go fishing at Ocean Beach a lot now knowing that i can call on the help of the Bach owners if anything 
is to happen it make for a safer place to be knowing there are locals to help. 
Robert Nicholas, 0272037931 
 
6. ‘’About 3 years ago – 2016 - 2 men came to ocean beach with there dingy on a very windy day and launched it 
went out fishing to soon be capsized and if it wasn’t for the Bach owners to get there boat into the water to save 
them as they would have drowned.’’  Bronwen Nicholas, 0274185778 
 
7.  Copy of newpaper cutting 
 

 Bach 44/   Karl Andrews 
THIS YEAR 2019 
*  Pull 3 wagons out from Corner Creek in flood – from DOC Camping ground. 
*  Pull 1 wagon out from Wharekauhau Stream in Flood. 
*  Go around coast, pick  up push-bike with sun stroke, brought back to our place.  Hel came and pick him 
up. 
*  Have opened road up 3 times this year. 
*  Towed 4 wagons off beach. 
*  Put out 2 or 3 smouldering fires in DOC camping ground. 
*  Towed back one rental wagon from around the coast. 
*  Towed out a wagon from lake edge. 
 
DOC CAMPSITE 
*  Have towed out support wagons for groups at (DOC) campsite. 
*  Jump start wagons with flat batterys [sic]. 
* Help to retrieve 2-man kayak to safety. 
 
FIRES 
*  I as bach owner have been involved in major fires on this coast.  One started small barbecue, other 
started when surfers left fire going.  Wind strengthened.  DOC and Rural Fire service involved. 
*  Camp sites are a big problem. Leaving fires smouldering.  Put out by bach owners.  DOC Campground. 
*  One fire was goin on beach around coast.  People left fire going.  DOC staff member – Chris Lester - had 
to chase them in lagoon, made them go back to put fire out. 
 
SAFETY 
* Got called out by a bach owner. Told me there was a boat in surf side on. I went down to have a look at 
it.  It was a ferrro cement motor yacht (15mtr).  A family of husband & wife, two kids.  I went on board to 
find motor did not go.  Wrong chart on Board for this. ? radio not going.  12 midnight.  Got a lot of bach 
owners up.  Worked as team.  We had two of our tractors hooked on stern.  Got stern on beach.  Local 
farm staff help.  Put faily up in our place for a few nights.  They moved into another bach for a few  
 weeks.  Trrawler tried to pull off beach. Failed.  Local bach owners put their smalfl boat in with towing 
ropes for trawler to pull.   Yacht broke up on beach. 
* Rescues on sea. Towed in motor yacht for shelter from wind.  Out of fuel.  Galve them fuel.  Full tank also 
life jackets/ flares/chart for Sounds.  All gear return. 



* Two bach owners put out their boat.  They picked up mechanic (local bach owner), went out motor 
yarcht work on motor and tank full of ---?  Police launch came and towed them to Wellington. 
* Go to other side of Palliser Bay.  Pick up two people upturned, dinghy, return to their beach.  Police 
involved Search & Rescue. 
*  Rescue down at Spit.  Team effort from bach owners to recover a man fromf a beach buggy that rolled 
over along Spit, Lake end.  Broken leg.  We had to carry him on stretcher to ambulance.  Police involved. 
 
ON THE ROAD  
*  As a bach owner at times I have kept road open for many years at no cost.  On coast we are lucky to see 
the Grader every 2 months. 
*  Have towed out motor homes.  At times plus wagons & trailers from the Wharekauhau Stream and 
Corner Creek. 
 
 
Newspaper cuttings:   Jan 5, 1999:  ‘’Search for man angers police’’ 
Jan 1980 ‘’Modest Karl braves high seas in two rescues’’ 
‘’ Fishing boat to rescue of soldiers adrift’’ by Gil Norman 
‘’Dingy sparks sea search’’ by Don Farmer 
‘’Man rescues crippled yacht’’ 
‘’Life jackets not worn in dinghy’’ 
‘’Save the....baches...save lives...’’  by Kaye Calder 
 
Bach 51 -  Dave Gratton  
Have been in this bach since 1961.  We are located  as the 3rd bach from the southern end, over the years we have 
pulled and towed stuck cars from that end of the beach and drive from the Mukamuka stream.  Many times that has 
been at night. 
*  One time we sheltered a family whose tent had been destroyed and the family were in shock with a warm place to 
sleep and recover until the gales had ceased. 
 *  We have also brought survivors of drowning  straight to our bach to dry of and cloth them in warm dry clothes, fill 
them with hot drink  before sending them to Masterton Hospital. 
 
You do these things to help people if they are in trouble, and you are there. It is a long way to get emergency 
services from Featherston.  It is a wild beautiful coast line which can catch people out with its changeable nature. 
With the increasing number of people, walking and cycling around the coast line, it makes sense to utilise the bach 
owners available as a safety group for the public , whether they are camping at Corner Creek or travelling through. 
 
Bach 58 -  Bruce Beyer 
I would hate to think how many people I have helped after they got stuck on the beach and had break downs. The 
one that sticks with me is the time I was riding my quad along the reef and saw a guy in the water waving his arms.  
He swam his net out but got caught up in the net.  Ii had to swim out and cut the net away from him.  It was 
midweek.  He was lucky someone was around. 
 
Last year I put out 17 camp fires that campers left.  I have been around to the Mukamukas and brought push bikers 
back.  So without the bach owners what would happen I would hate to think and we dont ask for anything in return.  
While we are here we will help anyway we can. 

 
Cyclists frequently pass the bach and we would assist in an instant with a flat tyre, or if shelter was needed, water 
etc.  We have talked to many cyclists over the years and it is definitely comforting for them to know that we would 
be on hand if anything was needed. 
 
BACH 48  -  Rick & Bronwyn Smith 
Here are a couple stories of various incidents: 
  
1) When the weather was atrocious, very high winds and rain. There were trampers that left Ocean Beach heading 
towards Orongorongo river. 



Approximately an hour later I drove  to the Mukamukaiti stream. The tramping party were held up in a small a-frame 
hut, cold and wet. I transported the young and others not well equipped back to the baches, where they were later 
picked up. 
 2) We transported a heart attack victim through a swollen river to get to the ambulance waiting on the other side. 
 3) Alerted authorities of a stricken boat off Mukamikaiti beach. Built a fire on the beach to guide in the police boat 
(Lady Elizabeth) late at night to find them. 
 4) Alerted authorities to a woman in a canoe that was blown out to see in rough conditions. She was then rescued 
by the police boat (Lady Elizabeth) and taken back to Wellington. 
  
I have lost count of how many vehicles we have towed through the rivers, off sandy beaches and from further 
around the coast. 
 
Ocean Beach visitor Rob Bargh [Copy of letter to local MP sent to Bruce Bates]  Feb 2019 
 
Hi Kieran, Rob Bargh here, I am writing in support of the batchs at Ocean Beach, I have been fishing there today and 
met some locals. These people are "Salt of the earth" , and the batchs need to be given concession to stay. Helen 
Clarke recognised this and granted them 30 years, this needs to be extended. DOC are telling them they have to go, 
but they are Iconic, and do absolutely no harm to anyone or anything. 
 
On talking to Bruce today i was reminded what a service these people do for our community.  For eg A person 
staying at Wharekauhau was seen having trouble on the beach and Bruce Bates rescued her, ( she got in a little 
trouble in the surf, lost her footware) and took her back to the lodge. 
 
A family group biking past was seen and Bruce thought ,"They are going to run into trouble with the oncoming 
Southerly", after the Southerly struck he decided to don wet weather gear and take his bike and trailer out where he 
found then near MukuMuku and the kidds were blue. He put them all on the trailer and bought back to his batch , 
walmed them up and fed them. He said the kidds could have died. 
 
There also have been many many rescues of visiting people in small boats getting into trouble and the locals doing 
the service of rescue.  There also have been occasions when fishing abuse, (Visiting people taking undersize and too 
many Paua) has been reported and when fisheries said they just couldn't come, the locals have gone to the 
offenders and made them return the catch. 
 
Phadria Stokes and her Husband Rick , are one of the batch holders although, I am not writing because of this but it 
does show the calibre of the people involved.  They are all working class people and really good people.  So Kieran, I 
ask you to do what Helen did and help this small community stay.  
 
Concessions have been granted to other areas like Mt Ruapehu where private dwellings have been granted 
permission to stay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-your-say/all-consultations/2025-
consultations/multiple-lease-applications-for-the-ocean-beach-road-baches/c  
 

Summarised History of Ocean Beach Baches 
 
There are 37 private baches located on public conservation land at Ocean Beach, within the 
Ocean Beach Conservation Area, and in the Remutaka Forest Park.   
The baches trace back to the 1940s.  
 
The bach owners advise that permission was given by the then land occupier to establish 
the baches on the land, by the coastline; And that at the time, this was seen as mutually 
beneficial to the landowner and the bach owners, given the inclement weather of the area 
and numbers of vehicles pulled out of rivers and sand, and rescues of boats and people from 
the sea, undertaken by the land occupier. The bach owners largely took over this role. By 
the late 1950s, the area had around 40 baches. 
 
In 1958, the Commissioner for Crown Lands surveyed the site, and it became clear the 
baches were not all on private land – some had been established on State Forest land and 
some on public road, without lawful authority. 
 
By 1960–61, authorities agreed that bach owners should be given 20 years to remove their 
baches, and formal notices were served prohibiting further improvements and requiring 
complete removal by 31 December 1980, with owners being reminded of this at regular 
intervals. The bach owners consider the 20-year term related to a proposed road that was 
intended to be built around the coastline, which never eventuated. 
 
As the Crown and Council moved toward a policy requiring eventual removal, bach owners 
wanted to secure ongoing, long-term occupation rather than accept the 20-year removal 
deadline imposed in 1961. The bach owners had developed a very strong sense of 
connection to their baches and the community that developed as a result and considered 
them central to their family and community life. Some bach owners asked whether they 
could purchase their sites or otherwise obtain approval to remain. 
 
From the 1970s onwards, the bach owners formed a residents' association and engaged 
directly with Council and Ministers, petitioning for the baches to stay. For a time, the 
Council explored a potential subdivision, which bach owners strongly supported as a 
pathway to regularisation and permanence. 
 
In spite of the deadline being reaffirmed by Ministers and departments over the years, bach 
owners continued to pursue options to remain in their community and avoid removal. They 
sought meetings with senior officials, submitted detailed representations, and requested 
stays of enforcement while alternatives were explored. 
 
The bach occupants continued to make representations to their MP and the Minister of 
Lands, and in May 1988, the then Minister of Conservation, Helen Clark, announced that 
“the Department of Conservation is to introduce a licence system which will allow the bach 
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owners at Ocean Beach on the Wairarapa Coast to keep their baches for the lifetime of the 
licence holder”. She directed the Department of Conservation to initiate a public process to 
amend the relevant management plans to enable lifetime licences to be issued, and to issue 
licences for 30 years, to be supplemented with an exchange of correspondence to the effect 
that a further licence would be issued under the same conditions at the end of the 30-year 
period, a total of 60 years. 
 
In November 1988, the Director-General’s delegate (the regional Conservator) made a 
decision to “approve the issue of site occupation licences”, and in January 1990, the bach 
occupants were invited to sign and return a copy of the licence document, along with 
payment of requested licence fee. An unknown number of bach occupants signed and 
returned licences to the Department, with the requested fee, and some licences were 
granted, for a term that expired on 1 July 2019. The Director-General was not able to 
execute all of the licences, as it became apparent that for the baches on legal road, the 
Featherston County Council did not have legal authority to enable the Department to issue 
licences on its behalf. Those applicants with baches on legal road were advised that “all 
transactions will be placed on hold for the present time”. 
 
On 9 May 1994, the Department of Conservation (DOC) wrote to the bach occupants stating 
it had a mandate to offer licences in terms of the Minister’s decision of 1989, attached a 
draft  licence for a term of 60 years, and said it intended to offer “this licences to all bach 
owners”, noting that the Conservation Act had since been amended to allow a longer term. 
For reasons that are unclear, no further licences were ever executed. 
 
On 23 March 1994, the draft Wellington Conservancy Draft Conservation Management 
Strategy (CMS) was publicly notified for submissions. The Ocean Beach Residents 
Association made extensive submissions. On 13 February 1997, DOC wrote to the bach 
owners advising that the new CMS had been approved (the Wellington CMS 1996-2005), 
containing a new policy of phasing out private accommodation, and that if the baches were 
to remain, they would require a concession. 
 
At that time, DOC commissioned an environmental assessment, and cultural heritage 
assessment. The cultural heritage assessment stated that: “The Ocean Beach baches are 
significant as a surviving group of baches from an important era in the development of the 
New Zealand bach. Bach communities as they are a steadily declining part of the New 
Zealand landscape and cultural experience. The bach owners are an active evolving 
community which continues with much the same spirit as it did nearly 50 years ago. Despite 
the moratorium and later official threats to the Ocean Beach bach community's existence, 
bach owners have demonstrated their attachment to this place and to the community”. 
 
In June 2017, hearings were held for the draft Wellington Conservation Management 
Strategy 2019. The Ocean Beach Residents Association also took part in hearings. The 
Wellington CMS states the Department “Should phase out the private-only use of the 
private accommodation and related facilities in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area, in 
accordance with Policies 4.10.1–4.10.7 (Section 4.10 Private accommodation) and in 
consultation with the Ocean Beach bach owners.” It states that by 2023, decisions on the 
future use and management of baches with expired licences will have been made, and that 



all unauthorised baches and accommodation will be managed under temporary licence or 
management agreement; and by 2029, any baches or accommodation not subject to licence 
or management agreement will be removed. 
 
The current Conservation Management Strategy states there is a strong expectation that 
the policies relating to private baches will be given effect, unless there are exceptional 
circumstances. ` 
 
The bach owners consider that given the long history of their baches and the promise and 
decisions made by Helen Clark, that there are exceptional circumstances that apply here. 
 
Given the 75 odd years the baches have been in existence, the bach owners feel a very 
strong sense of connection to the bach community, with many baches remaining in the 
same families for generations. While the bach owners consider themselves a family, the 
users are a wider group consisting of a network of further family and individuals who are 
friends and relatives who frequent the bach and environment for recreation.  
 
The bach owners have also always emphasised the public-service value they consider their 
presence at Ocean Beach has provided over many decades, with bach owners providing 
shelter in their huts and assistance to many, many, stranded fishermen, hikers and members 
of the public caught out by rapidly changing weather the area is subject to. 
 
The bach owners now seek a licence term to expire in 2054, in line with the promise made 
by Helen Clark. 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here:  

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

McColl, Rushby and Streeter Whanau 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

Amanda Streeter 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication  

Phone/Mobile 

Postal Address and Post Code  

 

 

   I wish to keep my contact details confidential (Yes, please keep contact details confidential) 
 
Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION FORM  
Publicly notified application for leases, 
licences, permits, or easements. 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land – We are making a submission. 117463-ACC Bach 
#53/394 

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
Rona McColl, Carolyn Rushby and Amanda 
Streeter (including whanau) 
 

Organisation  
 

N/A 

Date  
08.02.2026 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

     I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Objection or submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

 

License term sought until 2054. We are supportive of the whole application for reasons set out in the agreed 
history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

 

We are supportive of the terms sought for the reasons above and as per honouring Helen Clark’s promise made 
in 1988.  

 

Rona and Andy McColl purchased bach 53 at least 50 years ago and spent considerable time fixing it up and 
taking their 2 children (Carolyn & Malcolm) making whanau memories. As Malcom and Carolyn grew, they spent 
time here in their late teens’ and early twenties with both their whangi brothers and friends. Carolyn and Malcom 
then had their own children and continued the cycle of the next generation experiencing ‘the bach’.  

 

Rona and Andy also spent a lot of time taking their grandchildren (Alister, Amanda, Antony, Georgina, Peter and 
Gary) making such special memories, that you would only have to call one of them and they would be able to 
instantly give you something from their childhood that has positively impacted them and the adult they are today. 

  

We are now in the stage where it is Alister, Amanda, Antony, and Georgina taking their children to experience all 
that ‘the bach’ has to offer and in turn teaching them about their whakapapa to Ngatikahunganu ki Wairapa.  

 

There is a community of those who have been in the area for years and looking out for each other. Native trees 
have been planted to give back to the whenua. Pest control support to manage and protect our growing native life 
and our children are tied to the land with their placenta’s having being buried here.  

 

In terms of visitors to the area, there has been times throughout the years where it has been fortunate we have 
been available to help get vehicles unstuck, advise against swimming in certain weather/areas, and access to 
boats to bail out surfers before it has become a disaster.  

 

There are so many memories here that it wouldn’t all fit in one section or submission. We currently have several 
albums at ‘the bach’ which are filled with combined whanau photos throughout the years, including those that 
have visited. We are happy to show this should it support with our submission as well as add to some of the 
history and changes of this area. 
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The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

 

 

Conditions sought are a license term until 2054 and beyond 

We are not seeking public exclusion on public conservation land  

 

 

 

 

 

G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 

“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 

Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 

3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application Sargent and Watson Families 

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 117856_ACC 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

Thomas Watson 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

Thomas Watson – Owners -Family 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication  

Phone/Mobile 

Postal Address and Post Code  

 

 

x I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank): 117856-ACC Sargent & Watson Families 
(Submission) 

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
Thomas Watson (Submission) 
 

Organisation  
 

 

Date 06 February 2026 
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

x   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

x   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Objection or submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

Licence term sought until 2054.We are supportive of the whole application for reasons set out in the agreed 
history :) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

 

We are supportive of the terms sought for the reasons above and as per honouring Helen Clarks promise made 
in 1988. 

The batch has been our life saver (Time out for our families) 😊 & the “lives loss” in many good ways. The loss of 

my father & brother and family friend 42 years ago 1984 -9 January to the sea. I was supposed to be in the boat. 
Due to injury of my ankle the night before I had to go to hospital. You can see with me standing on one leg in the 

photo. We have for 42 years gone to our batch for remembrance 😊Refer to attach photos of the good times😊 

My mother’s ashes were released off the Ocean beach. 😊 Some nights we would sleep in the batch 10-12 of us 

with the rats would running everywhere; one ran over my father & was playfully chucked onto my Uncle sleeping! 
We did a lot of culling of predators when down at the batch (possum’s, deer, rabbits, goat etc..) Doc cullers who 
were family friends used to stay in our batch in the early times when also culling the deer, goat’s pigs & 
possum’s. When I was trapping for a living, culled thousands of possums from the hills & the batch was a big part 
of our overnight stays. 

We have planted native kowhai etc.. My partner used to clean the doc toilets. Always picked up rubbish & mixed 

in with the public. The number of times we have had to put fires out ☹Everyone knows everyone, plus even their 

families before them. Some ways we were the guardians down there looking after each other, along with the land. 

Now the next generation are learning to do the same. Sometimes there would be 20-30 gathering around the 
batch talking, laughing. My grandfather, who is in our photos talked about his generation, shared his times of 

what they use to get up to 😊 

History is a great learner & healer & a sharing of good times. Theres is not many of these places we can still go 
to & create this family joy. 

Why push for removal; have they really experienced the rough, rugged, truly good batch life?? 

Please let us continue with our journey, and teach others to respect, or help when in trouble or need a hand. 

Surely, we can work together; in some way we are your eyes & protectors when others cant 😊 

 

We as a community are not there to destroy but to protect and enjoy😊I myself are seeing the 5th generation 

learn an enjoy, how can we teach if remove the history still being created😊 

 

Take Care 

Thomas Watson 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 
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Conditions sought are a license term until 2054. We are not seeking public exclusion on public conservation land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

Family & another batchy friend  Jpg 816 
Family good times, deer, camping out 

😊 

Family  Jpg 830 
Family working on project, Good fish, 
Live goat caught become a family pet. 

40 plus year ago photos Jpg 035 Culling deer, possum’s  

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 

“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 

Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 

3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 
organisational name if submitting 
on behalf of a business, 
community group, etc.) 

Aman Hunt 

Contact person and role of 
organisation 

 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will b
via email unless altern
requested) 

 

Alternate contact for all DOC 
communication  

 

Phone/Mobile 

Postal Address and Post Code  

 

 

☑ YES I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

C.2 Your name 
In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
Aman Hunt 
 

Organisation  
 

Private individual 

Date 9th Feb 2026 
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

☑   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

☑   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Objection or submission 
The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

I support the granting of the 29 year licences sought by the bach owners. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

1. Retaining and recognising the historical and continuous use of the baches by multi-generational families, and 
the many extended families and friends who enjoy them. 
2. The baches are hugely important in the lives of these people, many of whom have raised children there, 
children whose lives and love of nature, the outdoors and conservation values, have been vastly enriched by the 
extended periods of time they spend there. 

3. The ability for ‘financially average people’ (those without huge person wealth) to enjoy this kind of close living-
relationship with an untamed place is unusual in these times.  Access to these benefits is readily available to 
those with means – in many ways, is reserved for those with means. But most members of the bach community 
do not fall into that category. These baches are an “inherited” privilege, which they would not otherwise enjoy but 
for they way the baches have historically been allowed to come into existence and continue to be passed along 
between family and friends.  ‘Means’ has never come into it.   
4. There is something very different about spending significant time in a place, over the years – verses spending 
a day or a weekend in a place – tourist fashion.  Forcing the removal of the baches is to the detriment of many, 
and I think to society as a whole.  We’ll lose something when all ‘family baches’ are replaced by ‘rentals’. 

5. Western Palliser Bay is a pretty wild place.  The creeks (‘fords’) frequently become uncrossable; people are 
constantly stuck in the sand and gravel; day revellers start fires when they shouldn’t, leave them still burning and 
leave, unknowingly.  The presence of the baches and bach owners provides useful “services” to the public in 
these regards.  It is not plausible to encourage the public to come to this place in the absence of access to 
assistance when things go wrong in these and related regards. 
6. From a ‘justice’ and ‘fairness’ perspective, it should be noted that the baches are present almost without 
exception on the basis of permissions granted by the various “authorities” that have been present in the area, 
over a long period of time.  The fact of past regulatory promises made and not delivered on by previous 
administrations, and the complex and varying historical reasons and circumstances under which the baches 
came into existence – these should be recognised. 
 

In summary – the baches represent a valued and valuable aspect of local culture, they have a complex and 
important historical context, they provide a number of public safety services in a remote place, and if they must 
be ended as a New Zealand institution (this I reject, but it seems the way the world is moving) then the least that 
can be done is to grant this application as a final act before they disappear forever. 
 

 

 

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

I fully support the bach owners and association’s views and that the bach owners be granted the licenses as 
under this proposal. 

Bach owners – like any public group – should routinely be reminded of their obligations to uphold conservation 
values.  Where individuals do not – and there are always some in any group – DOC should retain the right to 
address this with some kind of appropriate enforcement power. 
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G. Attachments  
If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 
complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  
Document format (e.g. 
Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 
Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 
“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 
Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 
3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

Antony and Sonya East 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

Antony 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

antsandsonya@gmail.com 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication  

Sonya 

Phone/Mobile 021 1283933 

Postal Address and Post Code  24 Petrie St, Wainuiomata, WGTN, 5014 

 

 

☐ I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

Submission 026
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
Antony East 
 

Organisation  
 

 

Date 09.02.2026 
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

 X   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

☐   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Objection or submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

Licence extension for batch owners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

For 40years, We have been coming to ocean beach camping. Utilising an Uncles batch, from when my wife was 
a child to now us being the grandparents and our children and grandchildren coming out. We have a family tie to 
this area and believe most batch owners do. Not only this, but this is a good community with many of them 
including us, assisting with day trippers and weekenders who get stuck or need assistance. On top of this, we 
have also cleaned up camp sites outside of corner creek campsite. Removing glass, rubbish and even nappies 
and sanitary items.  

Many of the batch owners also assist with pest control, trapping Stoats etc to protect the wild life. All are 
respectful of their environment and want to sustain and build the native back up as this is why most love this 
area. They have minimal impact and removing these batches and opening a more public area I believe would 
have a detrimental impact on the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

Extension of licencing with the ability for batch owners to have a right of ownership and ability to pass on. 

Doc and batch owners together creating a sustainable relationship which will also hold batch owners to account 
to ensure area is continued to be kept. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 
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Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 

“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 

Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 

3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

Veronica (Ronnie) Priest  

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

N/A 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication  

 

Phone/Mobile 

 

Postal Address and Post Code  

 

X I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

Submission 027
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank):  

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

Veronica (Ronnie) Priest  

 
 

Organisation  
 

Member of the public  

Date 02/02/2026 
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

☐   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

X   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

X   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Objection or submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

I object strongly to a term that will expire in 2054 (approximately 29 years). I believe that period is too long and 
that phasing in public use could be achieved in a much shorter timeframe e.g. 10 years.  

 

As DOC and the Environmental Protection Authority are aware there are significant environmental risks present 
at Ocean Beach because of the baches. These include unsuitable disposal of wastewater (in one case within 
50m of a wetland), unconsented fireplaces and structures. Allowing them to stay for an additional 29 years 
elongates this risk. It is unlikely that any of the bach owners will bring their baches up to an acceptable code.  

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

Risk of allowing bach occupants to stay for a longer term 

There is a history of government agencies attempting to licence the baches and then either not enacting the 
licences or not enforcing removal at the end of the licence term. For example: 

• 1960-61 bach occupants were given a 20 years licence and then served with formal notices to remove 
the illegal structures. This was never enforced.  

• In the late 1980’s those in the Remutaka Forest Park were licenced until 2019. Now that the licence 
period has lapsed it has taken 7 years for the licence applications to reach the notification stage, and 
they have not been paying fees during that time.  

• The licences were in one name only and meant to expire upon the death of that named licence holder. 
This was never enforced.  

• None of the baches in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area have been licensed since at least the 1980’s. 
An attempt was made to licence them but was never enacted. 

 

The bach owners have continually stalled and been uncooperative seemingly in the hopes that DOC will not 
follow through. This has been a very successful tactic.  

 

A 30-year licence does not line up with the spirit of the legislation   

The Conservation General policy states that all private accommodation on conservation land must be phased out. 
The Wellington Conservation Management Strategy 2019 states that all unauthorised baches must be under 
temporary licence or management agreement by Year 4.  

 

In my view, and going on past experience, a 30-year licence will not be ‘temporary’. By the time the bach licences 
come up for renewal all the DOC staff involved in this process will be gone. There will be no resource and no 
institutional knowledge to push back on the bach occupants and their lawyer. The cycle of overstaying will repeat 
itself. In the meantime, many of the baches will have been illegally on sold to completely new families.  

 

Many of the bach occupants are no longer related in any way to the original bach families  

I cannot remember the exact number, but when I was working in the DOC Wairarapa Office there was something 
like 19 bach occupants who looked to have no relation to the original licence applicants in the late 1980s (let 
alone those from the 1960s). We had been told anecdotally that many of the baches had been on sold for as little 
as $2-3k up to $30k by one report.  

 

I do not think that any of the new applicants who are not related to those applicants from the 1980s should be 
entitled to stay. They cannot argue that they have a long history with Ocean Beach that spans generations. They 
entered into what they had to know was an illegal arrangement with no legal ownership or recourse. A 10-year 
licence would be very generous to them.  

 

Mana whenua are not supportive of a 30 year licence period 

From my time in the DOC Wairarapa Office I am aware that neither Kahungunu ki Wairarapa or Rangitāne o 
Wairarapa are supportive of the baches continuing to remain on public land at Ocean Beach. Rangitāne o 
Wairarapa thought they should be removed within five years.  
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The public perception of the baches at Ocean Beach  

During my time at DOC Wairarapa there were many issues with entitled and antisocial behaviour that we had to 
deal with. This includes someone moving in with a tent and generator squatting for months causing issues with 
bach occupants who thought he was on ‘their’ land, bach occupants clearly extending the footprint of their baches 
and ignoring warnings to cease, and members of the public contacting DOC to enquire if there were any ‘free’ 
baches available.  

 

In today’s economic climate the fact that there are baches on public land where the occupants are not paying a 
cent in terms of fees or rates is disgusting. All while they live or stay in unconsented and potentially unsafe 
buildings leaching untreated wastewater into the environment. The public perception risk of not licencing these 
structures is very high.  

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

1. The term should be limited to 10 years for all of the reasons above  

2. The licence should be in one name only (not multiple names or families) and the licence should cease on 
the death of the licence holder. This will need to be actively enforced meaning DOC staff are allocated 
time and resource to monitor the baches appropriately.  

3. I’m not sure if it’s appropriate for this to be included in the application but there should be clear penalties 
for failure to comply e.g. if the named licence holder dies, if they on sell their bach.  

4. If for any reason those who had entered into a licence in the 1980’s are offered a licence until 2054 I do 
not think this should apply to those who have illegally ‘purchased’ their baches and are not related to the 
original bach occupants.  

 

G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 

“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 

Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 

3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 
organisational name if submitting 
on behalf of a business, 
community group, etc.) 

Jenny Devenport 

Contact person and role of 
organisation 

Jenny Devenport 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will b
via email unless altern
requested) 

Alternate contact for all DOC 
communication  

Phone/Mobile 

Postal Address and Post Code  

 

 
X I wish to keep my contact details confidential 
Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

Submission 029
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank):  

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  
 

C.2 Your name 
In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
 
Jenny Devenport 

Organisation  
 

 

Date  
10 February 2026 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

X   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

X   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Submission 
The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

 

License term sought until 2054.  We are supportive of the whole application for reasons set out in the agreed 
history. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

My reasons for my submission are:  

We are supportive of the terms sought for the reasons above and as per 
honouring Helen Clark’s promise made in 1988. 
 
For years we have been heading to the Ocean Beach bach for our Easter and 
Christmas breaks, birthday parties, and many get-togethers with friends and 
family.  Many friends have been asked to come out and stay. The bach is very 
dear to our hearts.  It is a place for everyone to unwind, relax, enjoy the scenery 
and play board games and cards.  We take pride in keeping Ocean Beach clean 
with many beach walks picking up rubbish and bottles. 
 
A few years back we had a group of friends staying and spotted a fire in the 
rushes past the campsite.  Three of us immediately jumped on the quad bike and 
helped put out the fire.  
 
We also had a group of cycling friends come to visit and after a hot ride they 
mentioned they were off to the beach for a swim.  We advised them not to swim 
of which they had no idea of how dangerous the undertow was at Ocean beach.  
I feel that for cyclists on their long journey around the coast seeing the iconic 
baches being part of the real New Zealand history must indeed make it a much 
more interesting ride and a great comfort knowing that if they needed that fill up 
of water, help with a flat tyre or a place to shelter for the night our local bach 
community would go out of their way to help them. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 
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Conditions sought are a license term until 2054.   

We are not seeking public exclusion on public Conservation land. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

G. Attachments  
If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 
complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  
Document format (e.g. 
Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 
Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 
“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 
Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 
3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application                         Helen & Bill Walker       

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 

                                                                                                                                  117465 - ACC      

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

Helen & Bill Walker 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

Helen Walker 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication  

Bill Walker 

Phone/Mobile 

Postal Address and Post Code   

 

 

X I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

 SUBMISSION  

Submission 030
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 

please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank):                                  Helen & Bill Walker         

                                                                                                                                             117465 - ACC 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and organisation will be 
published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

Helen & Bill Walker 
 
 

Organisation  
 

N/A 

Date 10 February 2026 
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

X   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

X  I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

 SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

 

 

License term sought until 2054. We are supportive of the whole application 
for reasons set out in the agreed history. 
 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

We are supportive of the terms sought for the above reasons and as per 
honouring Helen Clark’s promise in 1988. 

 

I am writing to share the rich history of the Walker family and our baches, which have been a 
cherished part of our community for five generations now. 

Every Christmas, Doug Eglington would bring his cows to graze along the baches effectively 
mowing the grass before we arrived for the holidays. This tradition created a sense of 
anticipation and connection. McKerrow;s butcher would come out in a small truck filled with 
meat and vegetables, while another truck would deliver bread, milk and other supplies to 
anyone along the coast. This exceptional service fostered a tight-knit community over the years, 
these were business, people from Featherston. Bach owners stopped in Featherston for 
supplies, before coming to their baches. 

We have celebrated barn dances with neighbouring farmers like the Saywells, Eglington’s, and 
their hardworking families, including Joe Houghton, his father Jim Houghton, and Colin Salsbury 
(Sos). Frequently, we lent a hand on their farms, helping with hay, moving sheep, and even 
shooting rabbits. The Saywells generously planted a paddock just for peas, allowing us to pick 
our own. 

We helped with various tasks such as cutting wood to clear paddocks and any other jobs the 
farmers needed assistance with. Supporting local farmers continues to be a vital part of our 
community spirit. 

Our families have enjoyed this beautiful coast for years. While the coast can be breathtaking 
when the weather cooperates, it is often unpredictable and vicious. We have participated in 
numerous rescues, and we continue to do so. With the help of other baches, we have assisted 
cars stuck in the sand and rivers, tourists with hired vehicles unfamiliar with the area, caravans, 
cyclists, cars towing trailers, and campers using the campsite when rivers rise overnight due to 
heavy downpours. We have been involved in boat rescues and emergency rescues requiring 
helicopters for heart attacks and accidents, we have used the defibrillator supplied and paid 
for by the bach owners, which the public has access to also.  

In addition to there efforts, we take pride in keeping our beaches clean by picking up rubbish 
and taking it to the tip. We also look after the environment and take responsibility for our own 
weed and pest control, managing rabbits, rats, and the occasional stoat. 

We believe that the baches are a valuable resource for the area, especially given the camping 
ground and the influx of visitors who come for camping, fishing, or other recreational activities, 
this is not a beach for swimming, it has a dangerous undertow. 

It is our hope that these baches continue to be recognised and preserved for the benefit of the 
community & public. 
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The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

 

 

Conditions sought are a license term until 2054. 

We are not seeking public exclusion on public Conservation Land. 
 

 

 

G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 

“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 

Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 

3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 
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58888888 

 

 

 

 

 

A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here:   

 

Number16 

 Maxine Robb Veneberg 

Application number :117457-ACC    Bach Number: 19/104 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

 Preferably  lifetime 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

   MAXINE ROBB VENEBERG 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

N/A 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

maxrobb@xtra.co.nz 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication  

 

Phone/Mobile 0276691728 

Postal Address and Post Code   

19 Grace Nicholls Gr 

Riverstone  Terraces 

Upper Hutt 5018 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION FORM  
Publicly notified application for leases, 
licences, permits, or easements. 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

Submission 031



2 

 

 

☐ I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank):  

Permissions Application Number      117457-ACC 

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

I have applied for a licence concession for our bach , seeking a term that will expire in 2052 ( approx 29 years) 

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
MAXINE ROBB VENEBERG 
 

Organisation  
 

N/A 

Date 2.2.2026 
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

YES☐   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

NO☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

NO☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

No I Do not wish to be heard 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Objection or submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

 

 

 

 

I have applied for a licence concession for our bach , seeking a term that will expire in 2054 ( approx 29 years) 
This submission relates to  the continued use of the above stated bach  

 

 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

My reasons for my submission: 

 

The baches are an essential part of being “Kiwi”, they are Iconic New Zealand. 

Our bach was built in the 1950’s and it plays a pivotal role in our family.  

 We have been going there for more than 50 years: four generations of our family and four generations of friend’s 
families. 

It historically came to be in our possession and use when John Veneberg, my husband’s father, worked for the 
Ministry of Works and maintained the road between Cape Palliser, Ocean Beach coastal road and Orongorongo 
area. He maintained the road to provide safe travelling.  

 These days a vast part of the road is the Remutaka Cycle Trail, “The Big Ride”  “The Wild Coast” ride. It lives up 
to the reputation of being a wild coast. It is well-known not to underestimate the ride and the terrain.  

Quote “Expect numerous punctures and you need to be self- sufficient to attempt it.”  

This is where we come in. It is essential that bach owners are present to lend a hand and “rescue’ cyclists. 

Frequently there are people who have underestimated the terrain, and conditions and they have to be salvaged 
to safety. 

Over the years there have been numerous rescues, even to save people from drowning. I feel that DOC wouldn’t 
like the responsibility for more drownings and accidents. It would be detrimental if bach owners weren’t present to 
help people in difficulty for whatever circumstance. 

This coast-line is extremely rugged and isolated and without the locals ie bach owners there is a very high 
chance of injury or death. This would become a health and safety hazard as DOC are not maintaining the area to 
a safe standard.  

 

I also believe there should be honorary traditions of all people, not just a selected race who make claim to 
selected ancestry.  

Therefore I feel very strongly that the bach remains usable as the current status quo and not to be under threat of 
change. A licence to 2054 would be good but an even extended timeframe would be better. . 

 

Thank you for considering my submission and it would be advantageous if Doc and the bach owners can work 
together for a mutually beneficial outcome. 
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The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

 

 

We are applying for a licence to maintain the status quo of our bach, and baches.  
I would prefer a licence to be granted with an extended lifetime warranty of the bach. No timeframe put on the 
licence, ie infinite. 
We would be willing to work with DOC to care for the beautiful coastline and surrounding areas. 

 

 

Thank you    Maxine 

 

 

 

G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 

“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 

Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 

3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 
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●​ askpermissions@doc.govt.nz.   

A.​ Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 
Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  
If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 

B.​ Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 
Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  
 

C.1​ Objector or Submitter Information-  
Submitter’s name (list 
organisational name if submitting 
on behalf of a business, 
community group, etc.) 

Heidi Snelson, individual  

Contact person and role of 
organisation 

 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 
via email unless alternate contact 
requested) 

Alternate contact for all DOC 
communication  

 

Phone/Mobile  

Postal Address and Post Code   

 

 

 
​  I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
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A.​ Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 
Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 
Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank):  
 

B.​ Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 
Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  
 

C.2​ Your name 
In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 
Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
Heidi Snelson 
 

Organisation  
 

Individual 

Date  
9 February 2026 

 
 

D.​ Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 
 

​    I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 
 

E.​ Hearing Request 
​    I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F.​ Objection or submission 
The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

This SUBMISSION is to support all the applications in their entirety for an extended licence allowance for all 
baches to be granted up until 2054. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  
I am making a submission to: Support the original extended licence allowance to 2054. 
 
This because: 
 
It was formally offered and agreed to by the Government of the time in May 1988 and reiterated up unto May 
1994. (As noted in formal documentation provided by DOC as part of the submission form regarding the agreed 
history of Ocean Beach Baches). 
 
The Ocean Beach Bach owners as a community have continued with the original remit for their establishment 
and existence. There are strong historical, cultural, environmental and spiritual/emotional relationships, ties and 
responsibilities in evidence to this day that warrant submission for extended licence allowance.  
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
The baches and their owners form a long standing, stable and committed community with strong connections to 
and guardianship responsibilities for the place, the community, the public and the baches. The 1940’s original 
agreement of and remit for establishment - namely recreation, with health and safety responsibilities for resident 
and visiting users, remains intact and active.  
 
The Ocean Beach community of bach owners commitment to the above is evidenced by : continuation of stable 
and minimally environmentally impactful usage across generations, continuation of health and safety 
interventions for visitors/residents and proactive formalisation of an association to formalise bach useage. The 
latter also remaining stable, active and committed over an extended period to the present day. 
 
The Ocean Beach/Bach owner community investment is also not commercial/financial. It’s not driven by renting 
out baches for financial gain nor development. It is - ‘continue as is’. The investment is emotional, historical, 
cultural, familial, experiential, a connection to place, and a way of connecting to, having a relationship with and 
protecting nature and an environment given it’s beauty, harshness and an awareness of such.  
 
Baches and the responsibilities for usage and health and safety have been handed on through the generations 
and via friendship connections. The knowledge needed for these responsibilities is also passed on given the 
baches are simple structures and the environment is harsh weather wise; it’s hard to access due to weather, river 
and road conditions; without ‘council’ electricity, water and sewerage infrastructure/upkeep; and no 
commercialisation - there are no businesses supplying any resources. There are no police, fire and emergency 
and ambulance services nearby. At times and only most recently, mobile phone connectivity wasn’t a given and 
there remain sites which have no connectivity. 
 
Bach owners alongside other regular users/visitors know of the risks of the area (as above and below) and how 
best to plan for and mitigate against these. They have equipment, expert knowledge and relationships with others 
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who act as supports/resources. One off and infrequent visitors understandably lack these and information 
regarding the risks is visually absent (in situ):  

●​ The river crossings and large shingle fan can be difficult to ford/cross and at times entirely impassable.  
●​ The beach is at times unsafe to drive on with certain areas prone to result in vehicles becoming stuck. 
●​ The ocean is almost never safe to swim in due to the significant drop off just off the beach and rips.  
●​ The coast road is now no longer continuous due to significant slips, and through travel only possible by 

foot, motor/quad bike/bicycle with care and knowledge of risks of tide and rock fall.  
●​ The beach access for boat launching is only possible at a single set/limited spot and there is no boat 

ramp. A tractor is required with local expertise of the drop off/beach/ocean variability. 
●​ The prevailing wind is extreme and damaging to tents and light vehicles and liable to cause kayaks to be 

blown off shore. 
●​ The road isn’t suitable for large campervans and caravans beyond/at certain points, especially in high 

wind and there are other high risk areas. e.g., Campervan rolled and came off the access road before the 
Wharekauhau turn off. There have been numerous crashes on the tight turn and descent toward the 
Wharepapa River. 

●​ The hill country is steep, prone to slips, and covered in thick native bush. Hunters are actively present. 
Deer, pigs and goats are all present, as are possums, stoats, weasels and feral cats. Pest management 
via 1080 or similar occurs on a needs basis (the latter is clearly notified in situ on coast road). 

●​ A local prolific form of native vegetation i.e., ‘tutu’ is highly poisonous to stock and humans and readily 
mistaken for an edible berry fruit. 

●​ Fire risks are high/very high seasonally and due to the extreme wind, seasonal dryness. No fire fighting 
equipment is on site. 

 
The community are active in responding at times of need in relation to the above risks and these have included: 

●​ Towing of vehicles from river/off beach/from coast road/from sea. 
●​ Sheltering trampers, bike riders, campers, hunters, visitors etc in inclement weather and due to 

impassable river/shingle fan, wind damaged tents, stuck/damaged vehicles, slip damaged road. 
●​ Putting out fires left on beaches/camp ground during high season (and at any times), especially during 

high winds. e.g., An unsupervised fire abandoned by visitors caused a serious fire at Ocean Beach Point, 
impacting on the lagoon/wetland and nearby headland bush. Immediate coordinated action by the 
community and notification of first responders reduced damage and averted serious risk to the native 
bush clad headland and beyond. The fire damage was evident for several years afterwards, especially at 
the point end of the wetland. 

●​ Responding to accidents and other emergencies. There’s now a community AED device, bach owners 
have EPerbs, first aid equipment, heavy earth moving and towing vehicles, boating knowledge (landing, 
launching, ocean/beach variability). Boat, kayak, hang glider, car, quad bike, motorcycle and biking 
accidents have occurred on the road, beach and in the ocean.  

●​ Re-directing and helping visitors when stuck on ‘hazardous due to slip’ closed coastal road given lack of 
information, misinformation about the ‘through road to Wellington’ or lack of skill/vehicle suitability.  

●​ Calling first responders for Fire and Emergency, Ambulance and Police intervention.  
●​ Detering environmental vandalism, dumping of rubbish, illegal fishing and vandalism of the DOC 

campsite. 
●​ Tutu berry ingestion - At least one emergency hospital visit resulted from a child ingesting this. Local 

knowledge and immediate action meant the child survived. 
 
The Ocean Beach environment is “iconic” as per the Assessment of Ecological Values Present at Ocean Beach 
pdf. It is special. Emotionally special to the bach owners/Ocean Beach community and environmentally special 
as an ecosystem in it’s own right. As per this same Ecological Assessment, it is mainly “intact”, “minimally in need 
of weed/pest control”, and constantly subjected to the harsh conditions of the mountainous area and coastline. 
 
Bach siting and usage hasn’t resulted in altering this “intact” status, as noted in the above pdf and I believe the 
bach owners' connection to the place and their usage has protected it to remain so. There is a visible presence to 
deter illegal fishing, environmental vandalism/damage in the area and especially near the DOC campground (no 
ranger presence) and close by hillside/roadside native bush, also the beach and wetland areas. All the numerous 
areas where the public camp, recreate, park up and utilise are cleaned up by bach owners, as is ocean going 
rubbish deposited on the beach. 
 
Bach owners as individuals and a community also trap and hunt pests, and remove weeds, feral cats and 
dumped animals. 
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Environmental impacts from ‘as is’ usage also remain stable as the baches remain simple structures, with no 
commercialised development.  
 
A cultural longevity has also developed from the generational commitment to keep the place ‘as is’ - simple, non 
commercial, only for recreation and guardianship of the area. The bach owners formation of an association and 
commitment to use this organisation to ensure bach usage stays true to the original remit is further evidence of 
their acceptance of responsibility and investment in the area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

I support the contents of the application in it’s entirety and do not seek to amend any details in the application. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

G.​ Attachments  
If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 
complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  
Document format (e.g. 
Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 
Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 
“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 
Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 
3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 117853-ACC 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

Adela Wypych 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication  

 

Phone/Mobile 

Postal Address and Post Code  

 

x I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

Submission 034
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank): 117853-ACC 

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
Adela Wypych 
 

Organisation  
 

 

Date 10/02/2026 
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

x   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

X I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐  I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Objection or submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

Licence term sought until 2054. We are supportive of the whole application for reasons set out in the agreed 
history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

We are supportive of the terms sought for the reasons above and as per honouring Helen Clark’s promise made 
in 1988.  

 

Ocean Beach, and many other places around New Zealand’s beautiful coastline and nature are places where we 
can truly enjoy what New Zealand has to offer. Where there is still a sense of community and a feeling of being 
‘off the grid’ that is now more important than ever. These bachs are understated and minimalist and that is exactly 
the point, they blend in with nature. Removing the ability for people to enjoy places like Ocean Beach, where 
conversation is also front of mind will be a long term detriment to society.  

 

Maybe DOC can go focus on removing those multi-million dollar monstrosities that have destroyed the rest of the 
New Zealand’s coastline, not the humble Ocean Beach bach 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

Conditions sought are a licence term until 2054. We are not seeking public exclusion on public conservation land.  

 

 

 

 

 

G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 117853-ACC 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 
organisational name if submitting 
on behalf of a business, 
community group, etc.) 

Avikesh Arvin Chandra 

Contact person and role of 
organisation 

N/A 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 
via email unless alternate contact 
requested) 

Alternate contact for all DOC 
communication  

 

Phone/Mobile  

Postal Address and Post Code  

 

X I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

Submission 035
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank):  

 
117853-ACC 

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  
 

C.2 Your name 
In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
Avikesh Arvin Chandra 
 

Organisation  
 

N/A 

Date 10 February 2026 
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

x   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

X I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐  I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Objection or submission 
The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

Licence term sought until 2054. We are supportive of the whole application for reasons set out in the agreed 
history. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

We are supportive of the terms sought for the reasons above and as per honouring Helen Clark’s promise made 
in 1988.  
 

We have, through friends who have built and maintained a bach on the beach-front for many many years, spent a 
lot of time at Ocean Beach.  The use of the beach-front and these baches is precisely the purpose of DOC 
conservation land, to allow people to access and enjoy nature in a way that does not harm the environment (and 
through the efforts of bach-owners, preserves it).   
 

This is what we have seen and enjoyed at Ocean Beach.  We have spent many weekends disconnected from 
daily life, walking up and down the beach, and enjoying times with our friends.  Removing the baches at Ocean 
Beach would remove a large part of the enjoyment of the conservation land, as the (basic) amenities provided by 
the baches enhance the experience and encourage the enjoyment of nature.  
 

We strongly support the application so that future generations can enjoy this too, in a way that is fast becoming 
difficult in modern life.  

 

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

Conditions sought are a licence term until 2054. We are not seeking public exclusion on public conservation land.  

 
 

G. Attachments  
If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 
complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  
Document format (e.g. 
Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 
Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 
“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 



Submission 036
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication  

 

Phone/Mobile  

Postal Address and Post Code  

 

 

☐ I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

Yvonne Ker

Submission 037
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank):  

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
 
 

Organisation  
 

 

Date  
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

☐   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

☐   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

Yvonne Ker

04 Feb 2026
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Objection or submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 

“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 

Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 

3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 

I am supportive of the terms sought as per honouring Helen Clark’s promise made in 1988. Although I am not
a bach holder, my family and friends launch our boat there and have done for generations.
We also have strong connections to some of the bach holders. The residents and baches give the area a feeling
of community. Their presence is, and always has been, appreciated from a safety aspect considering the wild
character of the area. The beach is often populated with visitors involved in their chosen recreations and while most
are respectful, some activities which could be considered detrimental to the area, are tempered by having others
nearby. The vast majority of bach holders do their best to maintain the integrity of the beach and bush and refrain
from intruding unecessarily onto the beach and into the bush. The bach holders are often the guardians, collecting
rubbish and helping the hapless where needed. The area is a long way from emergency services and there have
been many occaisions when the 'locals' have been on hand to effect a good outcome.  

License term sought until 2054. I am supportive of the whole application for reasons set out in the agreed history.

Conditions sought are a license term until 2054. I am not seeking public exclusion on public conservation land.
The public should always have access to this amazing piece of our country and I believe having the baches
adds to the history of the area. The removal of baches around New Zealand is akin to erasing some of our kiwi 
heritage and I believe the bach holders provide a community beneficial to both the area and visitors alike.



 
 
 

 

 

 

A.​ Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 
Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  
If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 117853-ACC 

B.​ Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 
Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  
 

C.1​ Objector or Submitter Information-  
Submitter’s name (list 
organisational name if submitting 
on behalf of a business, 
community group, etc.) 

Millicent Atkinson 

Contact person and role of 
organisation 

Millie  

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 
via email unless alternate contact 
requested) 

Alternate contact for all DOC 
communication  

Phone/Mobile 

Postal Address and Post Code   

 

X I wish to keep my contact details confidential 
Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 

 

1 
 

Submission 038



 

 

A.​ Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 
Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 
Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank): 117853-ACC 
 

B.​ Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 
Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  
 

C.2​ Your name 
In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 
Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

Millie Atkinson 
 
 

Organisation  
 

Family friend 

Date  
11/02/2026 

 
 

D.​ Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

x   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 
 

E.​ Hearing Request 

X I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐  I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F.​ Objection or submission 
The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

Licence term sought until 2054. We are supportive of the whole application for reasons set out in the agreed 
history. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  
We are supportive of the terms sought for the reasons above and as per honouring Helen Clark’s promise made 
in 1988.  
 

In New Zealand, a bach is far more than a holiday home — it is a defining part of our cultural identity. The bach at 
Ocean Beach reflects this tradition. It has been cared for by the same family for many, many years, and 
throughout that time it has been shared widely with friends, extended whānau, and members of the wider 
community. Its impact reaches well beyond the owners themselves. 

What makes this bach meaningful is the role it plays as a gathering place. Over the years it has hosted countless 
shared summers, celebrations, and reunions, becoming a consistent point of connection for a wide circle of 
people. Even as a visitor, it’s easy to see how many individuals feel a genuine attachment to the place and the 
memories they’ve made there. 

Respect for Ocean Beach is central to how the bach is used. Everyone who stays understands the significance of 
the coastline, the dunes, and the surrounding environment, and they treat the area with care. The bach naturally 
encourages people to slow down, appreciate the landscape, and look after it — a mindset that visitors carry with 
them long after they leave. 

The bach also contributes to the local community. Visitors support local businesses, explore the region, and often 
return independently, creating ongoing social and economic benefits. Over decades, it has quietly strengthened 
community engagement and appreciation for the area. 

Retaining the bach is about more than preserving a building. It protects a piece of New Zealand culture — the 
tradition of simple, shared coastal living that has shaped generations. Places like this are part of our history and 
identity, and keeping them ensures that future generations can experience the same sense of connection, 
community, and belonging. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

Conditions sought are a licence term until 2054. We are not seeking public exclusion on public conservation land.  
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G.​ Attachments  
If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 
complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  
Document format (e.g. 
Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 
Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 
“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 
Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 
3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

Melissa Harward 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

Melissa.harward96@gmail.com 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication  

 

Phone/Mobile 0277105356 

Postal Address and Post Code  64 Heatherlea West Rd, Levin 

 

 

☐ I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

Submission 039
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank):  

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

Melissa Harward 
 
 

Organisation  
 

 

Date 10 February 2026 
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

☐   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

☐   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Objection or submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

I write in strong support of these existing licences remaining for a further 29 years for the reasons that this is a 
well used area and the licence holders are custodians. The conservation area in the surrounds is protected rather 
than diminished because of the licence users and because the licence holders have a very minimal impact on the 
area.  

 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

The Ocean Beach area is popular with people in South Wairarapa and this means there are often incidents in 
busy periods. The licence holders are there to support with such incidences as they are custodians of this area 
and there is often someone there to help far before help from the outside world can assist. I am aware of a 
number of fires that have been put out by licence holders, for example. 

 

The conservation area is of absolute importance and we are lucky as Wellingtonians to have such a large area of 
near pristine bush. The small number of existing structures on the beach are having a material impact on the 
conservation value. As noted above, the licence users are in fact protective of this slice of heaven, preventing 
other beach users from causing increased harm.  

 

I would also note that the visual impact on the beach is minimal. While it is obvious that the baches are not part of 
the natural landscape, they do not run the length of the beach and they form quite a quintessential New Zealand 
landscape in of themselves. I would not like to see the baches turned into mansions but I equally do not think that 
the baches are negatively impacting the visual landscape. In addition, a large amount of area behind the beach is 
privately owned farmland which contributes no visual benefit. 

 

I have spent many weekends walking up the beach, camping at the DoC site and enjoying time with friends here. 
Its not a busy beach for most of the year and I think it is important to remember that these licence holders really 
are custodians of the beach. 

 

Finally I would like to add that the tangata whenua of this land should have a right to give their input on this 
decision. 

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

Conditions sought are a licence term until 2054. We are not seeking public exclusion on public conservation land. 

 

 

G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 



Submission 040
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 
Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  
If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 
Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  
 

C.1 Submitter Information-  
Submitter’s name (list 
organisational name if submitting 
on behalf of a business, 
community group, etc.) 

Ellie Lucock 

Contact person and role of 
organisation 

Ellie Lucock 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 
via email unless alternate contact 
requested) 

Alternate contact for all DOC 
communication  

Phone/Mobile 

Postal Address and Post Code  

 
X I wish to keep my contact details confidential 
Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

Submission 041
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 
Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 
Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank):  
 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 
Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  
 

C.2 Your name 
In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
 
Ellie Lucock 

Organisation  
 

 

Date  
11 February 2026 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

X   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 
 

E. Hearing Request 

X   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 
 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Submission 
The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

 
License term sought until 2054.  We are supportive of the whole application for reasons set out in the agreed 
history. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My reasons for my submission are:  
We are supportive of the terms sought for the reasons above and as per honouring Helen Clark’s 
promise made in 1988. 

I love the Bach because it holds so many special memories for me. I have spent countless hours there 
fishing, swimming, relaxing, and having friends over. It is a place where I can truly unwind and enjoy 
the simple things in life. Away from the busyness of town and city life, the Bach gives me the chance to 
switch off, get off the grid, and reconnect with nature. 

Some of my favourite memories are the sleepovers at the Bach. We spend time inside relaxing, playing 
board games and cards, laughing, and simply enjoying each other’s company. There are no 
distractions — just quality time together. It’s a place where we slow down, breathe, and appreciate the 
peaceful surroundings. 

The Bach isn’t just a house; it’s a space filled with connection, joy, and calm. It should stay because it 
brings people together, creates lasting memories, and offers a rare chance to unplug and relax.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

 
Conditions sought are a license term until 2054.   
We are not seeking public exclusion on public Conservation land. 
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G. Attachments  
If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 
complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  
Document format (e.g. 
Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 
Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 
“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 
Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 
3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor.  
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

April Chase 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication  

 

Phone/Mobile  

Postal Address and Post Code   

 

 

☐ I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 
  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

✓ 

Submission 042
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank):  

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
April Chase 
 

Organisation  
 

NA 

Date 11 Feb 2026 
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

☐   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

☐   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

✓ 

✓ 
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Objection or submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

 

No objection – I support the bulk application. I wish to comment in favour of the submission, and on the 
conditions of lease. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

I fully support the bulk lease application by the existing baches, provided the bach owners generally bide by a set 
of conditions of lease to minimise any impact on the natural environment and native species in the area. 

 

Ocean beach is a beautiful, wild and sometimes dangerous place. It is unlike most of the rest of New Zealand, 
being south facing directly towards Antarctica, and subject to huge winds and storms. It can be a very dangerous 
place for the unwary, and has suffered quite a few fatalities, and many accidents.  

It is also frequently visited by a wide cross section of people from the Wairarapa, including many rougher 
elements. Break ins are common, and it’s not the sort of place many people would feel comfortable staying at on 
their own.  

That said, its wildness and isolation are staggeringly beautiful, and of enormous solace and value to those of us 
who have visited regularly and stayed at baches there, all of our lives. I love ocean beach, and have visited 
frequently over the last 40 years, but I would be too scared to stay there if there weren’t baches there. It’s a 
terrifying place at night, and it wouldn’t be safe if there were no baches. This would be a tragedy, as it’s a place 
everyone should get to experience (except in a northerly!) 

 

Nonetheless. The bach owners aren’t perfect. Several are guilty of planting exotics, spreading weeds, 
establishing driveways and fences, expanding their baches, putting oil on the road to keep the dust down, and 
driving roughshod over local vegetation to get to the beach. Visitors to Ocean beach from the wider Wellington 
region are just as bad though – treating the beach like a road, taking too many paua, overfishing and discarding 
their bycatch – and sometimes creating fires. It was a great shame when 4WDs came to NZ, and now you can 
hardly ever see the beach in its natural state – at least during summer. 

 

For these reasons, I do fully support the current lease application, but I would suggest some basic minimum 
conditions attached to the leases that bach owners should: 1) plant no introduced species around their baches, 2) 
establish no major new infrastructure, fences or sealed driveways around their baches, 3) not significantly expand 
the footprint of their bach by any significant degree (eg, not more than by 25% in any given 10 year period) – ie, 
not stopping all improvements, but also preventing anyone just ridiculously expanding their bach size – as if they 
owned the land; 4) dump no toxic rubbish (eg, asbestos, old cars, fridges, paint, etc), and 5) generally act in a 
way that preserves the natural character of the area, and the extent and condition of the existing native 
vegetation. (People should also avoid cutting down native trees – while respecting the need to occasionally cut 
any that might be a fire hazard if growing too close to the bach.) 

 

If imposing any conditions is difficult though, and it’s a choice between no bachs, or yes to baches but with no 
conditions (ie, the status quo), then I think it’s better to maintain the status quo, and keep the baches as they are, 
for the above safety reasons. (It would still be good to have some general guidance to stop all visitors from 
driving on the beach.) 

 

Finally, I would just like to say, as someone who’s stayed at an Ocean beach bach all my life: Being able to return 
repeatedly back to the same place, and stay at the same bach, all of my life, is what has made me into the 
environmentalist I am today. There is an appreciation for the beauty and mystery of a place that only comes if you 
return to it repeatedly, year after year, and see it in every possible light and season. Ocean beach is a place of 
deep connection for the bach owners: we are its tangata whenua, and very, very lucky to be able to stay there – 
to learn from the place, and from there to spread its value and the love of nature more generally to others.  
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The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

Please see above. The most important condition is not to introduce any weeds, or to plant exotics.  

 

Also support the period of lease being longer than 29 years if possible, as the baches are of multigenerational 
specialness. 

 

ALL visitors should be discouraged from driving on the beach, or through the wetlands and dunes along it, or 
from cutting trees for firewood. 

 

 

 

G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 

“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 

Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 

3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

A.​ Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 
Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  
If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 117459-ACC 

B.​ Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 
Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  
 

C.1​ Objector or Submitter Information-  
Submitter’s name (list 
organisational name if submitting 
on behalf of a business, 
community group, etc.) 

Richard Smith 

Contact person and role of 
organisation 

N/A 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 
via email unless alternate contact 
requested) 

 

Alternate contact for all DOC 
communication  

 

Phone/Mobile  

Postal Address and Post Code   

 

 
​ I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

 
Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
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Submission 043



 

 

A.​ Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 
Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 
Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank): 
 
Submission 117459-ACC 
 

B.​ Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 
Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  
 

C.2​ Your name 
In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 
Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
Richard Smith 
 

Organisation  
 

N/A 

Date 06/02/2025 
 

 
 

D.​ Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 
​ I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 
​ I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 
​ I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E.​ Hearing Request 
​I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at 
a hearing. 
​I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a 
hearing 
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F.​ Objection or submission 
The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

This submission relates to the parts of the application that seek to remove, terminate, or decline continued 
private occupation and ownership of existing coastal baches at Ocean Beach, and any provisions that propose 
conversion of these sites to public-only use or removal of existing structures. 

It also relates to any assessment within the application that understates or excludes the contribution of existing 
bach owners to public safety, environmental management, pest control, and ongoing care of the coastline. 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  
The Ocean Beach baches are not simply private holiday structures; they are an integral part of the history, safety, 
and ongoing care of this coastline. My family and I, along with other bach owners, have a long-standing 
connection to Ocean Beach that spans generations. This connection has resulted in continuous on-site 
stewardship that directly benefits both the environment and the wider public. 

Ocean Beach is a highly dangerous coastline. Strong rips, rough seas, sudden drop-offs, and rapidly changing 
weather make it unsafe for swimming and hazardous for visitors unfamiliar with local conditions. Bach owners 
provide an irreplaceable on-site presence, regularly warning visitors of dangers, advising on conditions, and 
helping prevent serious accidents. This level of situational awareness and real-time advice cannot be replicated 
by signage alone. 

Beyond safety, bach owners actively contribute to environmental management. I personally undertake regular 
removal of gorse and broom, allowing native flora and fauna to recover and thrive. I also carry out consistent pest 
control, targeting stoats, possums, and rats, which directly supports DOC’s wider conservation objectives in the 
area. 

Another significant contribution is wasp control. Through ongoing annual work to safely locate and neutralise 
wasp nests, the wasp population around the beach has been drastically reduced. This improves safety for 
visitors, protects native species, and reduces risks to children and families using the beach. 

Bach owners also assist the public during emergencies and difficult conditions. This includes helping people 
safely cross rivers when they rise rapidly after heavy rain, assisting vehicles stuck on the beach, and providing 
immediate help during storms, fires, or other incidents—often well before emergency services can arrive. 

The removal of bach owners would result in the loss of this continuous, hands-on care, local knowledge, and 
rapid response capability. Far from enhancing public access or safety, removing the baches would reduce both. 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

I respectfully request that the application be amended to allow the existing Ocean Beach baches to remain in 
private ownership and occupation by current bach owners. 

Any approval should explicitly recognise the role of bach owners as long-term custodians of the coastline, 
including: 

●​ Continued occupation of existing bach sites 
●​ Ongoing permission for vegetation management such as gorse and broom removal 
●​ Continued pest control activities (rats, stoats, possums, wasps) 
●​ Recognition of the public safety role bach owners play through local knowledge, monitoring of conditions, 

and emergency assistance 

The application should acknowledge that the presence of bach owners actively supports conservation outcomes, 
improves visitor safety, and preserves the heritage and character of Ocean Beach. 
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For these reasons, I strongly support allowing the Ocean Beach baches to remain, under existing conditions, 
rather than removing a community that has demonstrably protected, enhanced, and cared for this coastline over 
many decades. 

G.​ Attachments  
If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 
complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  
Document format (e.g. 
Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 
Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 
“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 
Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 
3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: Bach 38/350C  

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, community 

group, etc.) 

Adam Sondej 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 

 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication  

 

Phone/Mobile No. Privacy reasons 

Postal Address and Post Code  

 

 

☑️   I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 
 
 

SUBMISSION  

Submission 044
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank):  38/350C 

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised on 
behalf of submitter 

 
Adam Sondej 

Organisation   

Date 11/02/2026 

 
 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

  

SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

The specific parts of the application that this submission relates to are: License term sought until 2054. 

We are a supportive of the whole application for reasons set out in the agreed history.  

 
My reasons for my submission are:  
 

We are supportive of the terms sought for the reasons above and as per honouring Helen 

Clark’s promise made in 1988.  
 
I am writing to submit this application in support of the approval of a license term until 2054 
for our bach at Ocean Beach, Palliser Bay. 
 
The Ocean Beach baches are vital and significant historic dwellings. Most have changed very 
little from the day they were built. Their eclectic, rustic designs blend beautifully into the 
landscape and add colour and character to the landscape. Visitors are fascinated by the 
dwellings and love taking photos of them. Our little green hut has featured in a number of 
national publications as an example of a classic kiwi holiday bach. 
It is important to preserve the huts as they provide connection to a vital yet endangered NZ 
cultural taonga.  
They do a lot of good, and are good for the soul. 
 
Our tiny 15m2 bach has been in our family for over 50 years and it is our kids and friends 
“favorite place on Earth”.  “The Bach” is a timeless touch stone to our family’s connection to 
Ocean Beach.  
Ko Maunga Matthews tō mātou maunga, ko Corner Creek tō mātou awa. 
 
We use the bach as shared holiday accommodation. We lend it out to responsible whanau 
and friends. We have safety instructions for using the bach and respecting and protecting the 
surrounding bush, including fire protection measures. We have had hundreds of visitors and, 
through careful instruction, have never had any issues.  
 
Although Ocean Beach is beautiful on a good day, it is often wild and dangerous. 
In heavy rain the rivers can carve the road impassable in a few hours. 
Like all bach owners, our family has helped many visitors who have come unstuck. 
We have given first aid to a trail biker that tore up his hand in a crash, helped rescue people 
in a flipped dinghy, helped free many stuck or flooded cars, and put up trapped campers to 
weather the storm. 
 
The baches provide a beacon of security for visitors as they can see there is somewhere to 
go for help. I think the presence of the baches protects the beach and forest park as they 
provide a feeling of stability and order. You do get groups of hoons camping out lighting fires 
in the Manuka and on the beach in windy conditions. If the baches weren’t there acting as a 
deterrent, there would be a higher risk to the bush and environment.  
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We have a strong connection to this whenua and both cherish and care for it. We run our 
bach with great care for the environment. We don’t use generators or create noise or rubbish. 
We keep the bach well maintained. We help visitors and cyclists with their questions. We 
clean the beach every time we visit - there have been increasing amounts of rubbish and 
glass discarded. We have rescued birds. We have cleared blackberry and wild pines. We 
extinguish abandoned beach fires. We respect the rules of the Remutaka Forest Park. 
 
The bach contributes positively to the kaitiakitanga of the land by fostering care, vigilance, 
and respect for the forest and beach environment. 
 
Our bach is a shared resource - we have had hundreds of visitors stay.  
The baches provide safe and orderly structure for all visitors to Ocean Beach. 
For the reasons above I hope you will approve the bach licenses. 
Thank you for considering this submission. 

 
 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 
 

 

Conditions sought are a license term until 2054. We are not seeking public exclusion on public 
conservation land. 

 

 

 

 

G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

   

   

 

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 

“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 

Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 

3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 



 
 
 

 

 

 

A.​ Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 
Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  
If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here: 117853-ACC 

B.​ Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 
Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  
 

C.1​ Objector or Submitter Information-  
Submitter’s name (list 
organisational name if submitting 
on behalf of a business, 
community group, etc.) 

Robbie Fraser 

Contact person and role of 
organisation 

Robbie Fraser 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 
via email unless alternate contact 
requested) 

Alternate contact for all DOC 
communication  

 

Phone/Mobile 

Postal Address and Post Code  

 

X I wish to keep my contact details confidential 
Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
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Submission 045



 

 

A.​ Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 
Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 
Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank): 117853-ACC 
 

B.​ Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 
Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  
 

C.2​ Your name 
In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 
Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
Robbie Fraser 
 

Organisation  
 

 

Date 11/02/2026 
 

 
 

D.​ Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

x   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 
 

E.​ Hearing Request 

X I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐  I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F.​ Objection or submission 
The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

Licence term sought until 2054. We are supportive of the whole application for reasons set out in the agreed 
history. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  
We are supportive of the terms sought for the reasons above and as per honouring Helen Clark’s promise made 
in 1988.  
 
I personally have spent many nights visiting Ocean Beach and staying with friends at the baches at the heart of 
this application. When visiting I’ve felt I’ve been a part of the positive community there - one that loves the 
outdoors and sees Ocean Beach as the beautiful treasure that it is. To have a small sense of community and 
safety in a place that would otherwise be so remote feels truly unique and is what draws me back time and time 
again.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

Conditions sought are a licence term until 2054. We are not seeking public exclusion on public conservation land.  
 
 
 
 
 

G.​ Attachments  
If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 
complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  
Document format (e.g. 
Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 
Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 
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SUBMISSION    --         Dept of Conservation 
 
A.  Permission application number and name of applicant 
 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

 

  

Submission 046



B.  Name a proposed activity and location(s) 
 
Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach 
Conservation Area and Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years  
(until 2054).  
 

 
C. 1  Submitter information 
Submitter’s name (list organisational 
 name if submitting on behalf of a  
business, community group, etc.) 

Gavin Dench 

Contact person and role of organisation - 

Email: 

Alternate contact for all Doc 
communication 

- 

Phone/Mobile 

Postal address and post code 

 
[ X] I wish to keep my contact details confidential 
 

 

A. Permission application number and name of applicant 
Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach 
Conservation Area and Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years  
(until 2054).  
 

 

B.  Name of Proposed Activity and Locations   
Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach 
Conservation Area and Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years 
(until 2054).  
 

 

C.2 Your name  
 

Gavin Dench  

  

 

D.  Statement on of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 
x I support this application.  I am making a submission. 

 
 



E.  Hearing request  
[x] I do not wish to be heard in support of this submission at a hearing. 
 
 
 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land Bulk 
Submission 
 
F.  Submission 
 
The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

 
My submission supports all the applications made for a license for all baches be granted up 
to 2054 by members of the Ocean Beach Resident’s’ Association. 
 

 
 
The reasons for supporting the application are as follows:  

 
Supporting the application on the grounds that the bach culture has significance on a 
number of levels.  
 
*  Firstly baches are an expression of uniquely New Zealand folk style of vernacular 
architecture that fits into the landscape in an organic and harmonious fashion . 
 
This is achieved by their mostly small scale, colours that harmonize with their 
surroundings and appropriate non-intrusive placement in the larger landscape. Most 
baches do not have defined territories around them, fences, structures etc and are 
contiguous with their surroundings.  
 
*   Secondly the baches provide the environment for a community of New Zealanders to 
have access to the wilderness that financial or other circumstance, or physical 
inability/disability would otherwise prohibit.  
 
This does not include the bach owners exclusively but also their larger family and 
community which over the years has comprised many hundreds if not thousands of 
people.   
 
I believe one cannot emphasize enough the physical and mental benefits of access to 
wilderness, and to have this in a safe and family inclusive manner is of inestimable and 
primary value.  
 
A value that flows both ways for those that understand and appreciate their environment 
also want to preserve it. 
 



The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts up the application you wish to have amended and 
the general nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved.  
 

 
I wish to make no changes to the applications submitted to you. 
 

 
 

G.     Attachments  
If you are using attachments to support your submission clearly label each attachment of, 
complete the table below and send in your attachments with this submission form.  
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Charlotte Madigan

From: Permissions Enquiries
Sent: Friday, 13 February 2026 8:32 am
To: Chris Williams
Subject: FW: 

 
 
Ngā mihi,  
 
Kelly Aspinwall 
Kaitutohu | Permissions Advisor  
Ōtautahi | Christchurch  
Te Papa Atawhai | Department of Conservation  
www.doc.govt.nz 

 
 
 
 
From: Joy Tilson 
Sent: Thursday, 12 February 2026 12:40 pm 
To: Permissions Enquiries <askpermissions@doc.govt.nz> 
Subject:  
 

I am in support of the bach owners submission 

 You don't often get email from Learn why this is important   

Submission 049
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

If you are writing about a specific application, please include that number here:  

 

117457-ACC, Gerry Veneberg 

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-  

Submitter’s name (list 

organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 

community group, etc.) 

Jarrod Murray 

Contact person and role of 

organisation 
 

Email  

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

Alternate contact for all DOC 

communication  
 

Phone/Mobile 

Postal Address and Post Code  

 

 

☒ I wish to keep my contact details confidential 

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  

Submission 050
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 

Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land 

Are you making a submission or objection about a specific Permissions Application Number? If yes, 
please enter it here (otherwise leave this space blank):  

 

117457-ACC, Gerry Veneberg 

 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 

Multiple lease applications for structures on public conversation land in the Ocean Beach Conservation Area and 
Remutaka Forest Park, Wellington Region, for a period of 29 years (until 2054).  

 

C.2 Your name 

In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

Jarrod Murray 
 

Organisation  
 

 

Date 12.02.2026 
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

☒   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

☒  I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 

 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Ocean Beach Road Baches on Public Conservation Land bulk application  

F. Objection or submission 

The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

License term sought until 2054. We are a supportive of the whole application for reasons set out in the agreed 
history. 

 

 

 

 
My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

We are supportive of the terms sought for the reasons above and as per honouring Helen Clark’s promise made 
in 1988. 

 

 

 

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

Conditions sought are a license term until 2054. We are not seeking public exclusion on public conservation land. 

 

 

 

 

G. Attachments  

If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

Ocean Beach Road Baches - 
Supporting Submission Information – 

Jarrod Murray 12.02.2026 
Word Supporting information for submission.  

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to Chris Williams at askpermissions@doc.govt.nz with the subject heading 

“Ocean Beach Road Baches Submission.”  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 

Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Hamilton, Private Bag 3072, Hamilton 

3240. Attention: Chris Williams, Senior Permissions Advisor. 



Ocean Beach Road Baches 

Supporting Submission Information 

 

This bach is not only a modest dwelling on the land, but also an integral part of our families, and 
multiple family’s life, our community and our long-term commitment to the area. As a 
Wellington resident due to employment, it has been the perfect place to connect with people 
and the land.   

Ocean beach is undeniably a fun and beautiful remote part of New Zealand. It offers 
exceptional opportunities for recreation and connection with nature. The ocean beach 
conditions can be unpredictable, access to emergency services is limited, and help can be a 
long drive—or helicopter flight—away. In such a remote and dynamic setting, the presence of 
long-term bach owners plays an important role. Regular occupants develop a deep 
understanding of the coastline, tides, rips, weather patterns, and terrain. That local knowledge 
contributes to informal safety oversight, guidance to visitors, and a level of vigilance that 
benefits everyone who uses the area. 

Over the past five years of spending time at Ocean Beach, I have developed a profound 
appreciation for the outdoors. It has fostered in me a love of fishing, hunting, motorbike riding, 
water safety, and practical survival skills. More importantly, it has strengthened my resilience 
and self-reliance. The bach is the base from which these skills are learned, practised, and 
passed on responsibly. It encourages respect for the land and sea rather than casual or 
uninformed use. 

There is also a strong and enduring sense of community among the regular bach families. In a 
remote coastal environment, that sense of togetherness matters. People look out for one 
another.  People we know use this as a mutual meeting point for regular family catch ups – 
much more memorable experiences than meeting for a meal at restaurant. We know the 
vehicles, the faces of most of the regular users and the friendliness is unmatched. There is 
reassurance in that familiarity — the confidence that if something goes wrong, support is close 
at hand. That informal network enhances safety, stewardship, and responsible behaviour in the 
area. 

On a personal level, Ocean Beach has anchored me in the Wellington-Wairarapa region. 
Without this connection, I may well have relocated elsewhere. The bach has strengthened my 
ties to the region and my investment in its wellbeing. Looking ahead, I hope to one day take my 
own children there and teach them what I have learned: respect for nature, practical outdoor 
skills, resilience, and the value of a simpler, less complicated life. These lessons are 
increasingly rare and valuable in today’s world. 

Allowing our family to retain the bach for a further 29 years would preserve not only a structure, 
but a tradition of stewardship, community presence, and intergenerational connection to this 
unique coastal environment. We are committed to continuing to care for the land responsibly 
and to being positive contributors to the Ocean Beach community. We would welcome the 
opportunity to work collaboratively with DOC to support a mutually beneficial arrangement that 
is sustainable long term.  

Thank you for considering this submission. 
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