
OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION 
6J Department of

Conservation 

Te Paj)a Atatl'bai 

New Zealand Government 

A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant

119630-OTH Jeanna and James Love Whanau Trust 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s)

10-year lease of a building on the Sounds Foreshore Reserve, Anatohia Bay, Marlborough Sounds

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-

Submitter's name (list 
organisational name if submitting 

on behalf of a business, 
community group, etc.) 

Contact person and role of 
organisation 

Email 

(Communication from DOC will be 

via email unless alternate contact 

requested) 

Alternate contact for all DOC 
communication 

Phone/Mobile 

Postal Address and Post Code 

Sam and Sharon Gemmell Family Trust 

-

Charles Murdoch 

Legal counsel 

charles@wmp.co.nz 

Sharon Gemmell 

I

'

i 
�---------------- - - - - -� 

D I wish to keep my contact details confidential

Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications. 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant
119630-OTH Jeanna and James Love Whānau Trust 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s)
10-year lease of a building on the Sounds Foreshore Reserve, Anatohia Bay, Marlborough Sounds

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-
Submitter’s name (list 
organisational name if submitting 
on behalf of a business, 
community group, etc.) 

Ruby Sandra and David Thomas 

Contact person and role of 
organisation 

David & Ruby Thomas 

Email 

(Communication from DOC will be 
via email unless alternate contact 
requested) 

 

 

Alternate contact for all DOC 
communication 

n/a 

Phone/Mobile 

Postal Address and Post Code 

☐ I wish to keep my contact details confidential – YES I WOULD LIKE MY CONTACT DETAILS
CONFIDENTIAL 
Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 
119630-OTH Jeanna and James Love Whānau Trust 
 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 
10-year lease of a building on the Sounds Foreshore Reserve, Anatohia Bay, Marlborough Sounds 
 
 

C.2 Your name 
In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
 
David and Ruby Thomas 

Organisation  
 

Whānau of Wharekupenga Bay – East Bay 

Date  
09/02/2026 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

x   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 
 

E. Hearing Request 

x   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 
 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Permissions Application Number:  119630-OTH 

F. Objection or submission 
The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

 
This submission relates to the application by Jeanna and James Love Whānau Trust for a 10-year lease of the 
existing woolshed building located on the Sounds Foreshore Reserve at Anatohia Bay, Marlborough Sounds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  
 
We Ruby and David Thomas submit this statement in support of the application by the Jeanna and James Love 
Whānau Trust for a 10-year lease of the existing woolshed building located on the Sounds Foreshore Reserve at 
Anatohia Bay, Marlborough Sounds.  
 
My name is Ruby Thomas (née Baker), and I am a fourth-generation descendant of the original owners Makoare 
and Turama Love of the Wharekupenga Bay homestead and the adjoining whenua that our whānau farmed for 
generations. My grandfather, Whakahawea (Harvey) Love, was born at Wharekupenga, and our whānau history 
is deeply connected to East Bay, Anatohia, and the surrounding islands. 
Our homestead once had a ballroom where whānau from across East Bay gathered regularly for church services, 
social occasions, and dancing. These gatherings were an important part of our way of life. My grandfather and his 
brothers would often row from East Bay to Picton to collect supplies, sometimes completing the entire trip in a 
single day. They also rowed to the Anatohia woolshed for whānau gatherings, including tangihanga, with burials 
taking place on the islands in Anatohia Bay. 
At times, they would row to Anatohia, carry their clinker dinghy over the saddle above the bay, and return with tītī 
and kaimoana such as pāua and kina that were not available at Wharekupenga. These practices were part of our 
whānau’s way of life and reflect the long-standing customary use of the area. 
In later years, my grandfather, with the support of his children Kero and Amo, continued to work the farm. Muster 
days were long and demanding, with sheep often brought into the yards at Anatohia. Many of these sheep were 
shorn in the Anatohia woolshed with the help of his son-in-law Karaitiana Poki and his son in-laws Les Huntley, 
and my husband, David Thomas. Fence lines were installed and maintained across the Anatohia house 
paddocks and ridge lines to keep stock contained and prevent them from drifting toward Dan’s southwest point or 
over the saddle toward the western side of Arapawa Island. During this work, we would often stay in the 
woolshed. 
For generations, the woolshed at Anatohia has been a place of gathering, work, and connection for Te Ātiawa 
whānau—from the mid-1800s through to today. It is a significant tribal and whānau heritage building within East 
Bay, and it holds deep cultural, historical, and emotional importance for our people. The nearby urupā and burial 
grounds on the islands further reinforce the spiritual and ancestral significance of this place, and the woolshed 
played an integral role in supporting whānau during tangihanga and other important gatherings. 
. 
We fully respect the importance of maintaining public access and conservation values. The continued presence 
and use of the woolshed does not obstruct access nor compromise these values. 
 
For these reasons, I strongly support the application for a 10-year lease of the Anatohia woolshed by the Jeanna 
and James Love Whānau Trust, and I ask that the longstanding cultural, historical, and whānau significance of 
this site be formally recognised and upheld. 
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The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

 
• Formal recognition of longstanding customary and continuous whānau occupation at Anatohia 
• Granting of a 10-year occupation lease for the existing woolshed 
• Recognition of the site as one of historical and cultural significance 
• Enabling ongoing whānau use for cultural, whānau, and heritage purposes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

G. Attachments  
If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 
complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  
Document format (e.g. 
Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 
Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to tgill@doc.govt.nz.  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 
Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Private Bag 4715, Christchurch Mail Centre, 
Christchurch 8140. 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant
119630-OTH Jeanna and James Love Whānau Trust 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s)
10-year lease of a building on the Sounds Foreshore Reserve, Anatohia Bay, Marlborough Sounds

C.1 Objector or Submitter Information-
Submitter’s name (list 
organisational name if submitting 
on behalf of a business, 
community group, etc.) 

Anteisha O’Connell 

Contact person and role of 
organisation 

Email 

(Communication from DOC will be 
via email unless alternate contact 
requested) 

 

Alternate contact for all DOC 
communication 

Phone/Mobile 

Postal Address and Post Code 

☐ I wish to keep my contact details confidential
Note: Your contact details will be not made public, but your name and organisation will be published. DOC will 
send you all submitter communications.  

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION 
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A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 
119630-OTH Jeanna and James Love Whānau Trust 
 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 
10-year lease of a building on the Sounds Foreshore Reserve, Anatohia Bay, Marlborough Sounds 
 
 

C.2 Your name 
In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
 
Anteisha O’Connell 

Organisation  
 

 

Date  
10 February 2025 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

☐   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 
 

E. Hearing Request 

☐   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 
 

OBJECTION OR SUBMISSION  
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Permissions Application Number:  119630-OTH 

F. Objection or submission 
The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

 
I would like to provide this submission in support of the application from Jeanna and James Love Whānau Trust 
for the 10-year lease of a building on the Sounds Foreshore Reserve, Anatohia Bay, Marlborough Sounds.  
 
 
 
 
 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  
I am a mokopuna of George Love and have ancestral whakapapa back to Anatohia Bay on Arapaoa Island. This 
is an incredibly special place for all of my whānau.  
 
The building which once stood as woolshed enabled our whānau to continue as kaitiaki of the whenua and 
moana in this place alongside other whānau who also had land interests and connections to the area. Jim Love 
was an active kaitiaki at this time with my popa, uncles, and aunties. As time moves and shore lines erode, the 
way in which we care and protect our whenua has also changed and we have adapted with this change.  
 
The building continues to allow our whānau to uphold our commitment to kaitiakitanga of this special place in 
Anatohia through access, shelter, and connection in tribute to our tūpuna and for our mokopuna in generations to 
come. 
 
I know that this application and the applicants would enable this for future years. For these reasons, I am sure 
DOC would support this application for concession at the very least. 
 
 
 
 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

G. Attachments  
If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 
complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  
Document format (e.g. 
Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 
Description of attachment 
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Document title  
Document format (e.g. 
Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 
Description of attachment 

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to tgill@doc.govt.nz.  You may also mail your objection and submission to: 
Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Private Bag 4715, Christchurch Mail Centre, 
Christchurch 8140. 

 


