Overview of DocFLOW Logged Incidents

Dog vs Seal / Sea Lion
Dog vs Other Protected Wildlife

Key Findings

Data extraction range: 9" September 2020 - 12" August 2025.

Total number of reported Dog vs Seal/Sea Lion incidents: 75
o Total closed due to insufficient evidence: 44
e Incidents referred to other agencies for investigation: 19
e Prosecuted: 1
e Awaiting Prosecution: 1
e Formalwarning: 1
e Advocacy provided: 5
e Closed due to nil capacity / limited resources: 1
e Under investigation: 1

e Too late to intercept: 1

Distribution of Reported Dog vs Seal/Sea Lion Incidents

o e Eastern North Island: 17 incidents
%N « Southern South Island: 16 incidents
~ @ _ -+ LowerNorthlsland: 13incidents

Y DT e Eastern South Island: 12 incidents

-_:. y :, e Auckland: 5incidents
of M.“ y o Northern North Island: 4 incidents
L « Northern South Island: 4 incidents
,; e Hauraki/Waikato/Taranaki: 3 incidents

v e Western South Island: 1 incident

Red circles represent the number of incidents in each DOC region. Larger circles indicate
higher incident counts. Southern South Island and Eastern North Island stand out as
hotspots.



Number of Incidents

Annual Comparison of Reported Dog vs Seal/Sea Lion Incidents
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There is a clear upward trend in reported incidents, peaking in 2024.

e Seal Pups consistently have the highest number of incidents.
e Sea Lions also show in a steady number of attacks, particularly in recent years.

e Leopard Seals are less frequently involved but still appear in the data.

Severity of Reported Dog vs Seal/Sea Lion Incidents

Incidents were categorised into the following severities:
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10 4

Harassment - Dogs disturbing or chasing seals without physical contact.
Attack - Physical aggression without visible injury.

Injury — Evidence of harm (e.g., bleeding, punctures, bites).

Death - Fatal outcomes, including euthanasia due to injuries.

Unknown - Descriptions too vague to classify.

Severity Severity levels have changed from
i e 2020 to 2025, with ‘Attack’ being most
—e— Harassment reported.
—e— Injury
—&— Unknown

Harassment is the most common
type of incident, but attacks and
injuries have increased in recent
years.

Deaths have occurred every year
since 2021, with a noticeable rise in
2024.

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025  The overall trend suggests increasing
severity and frequency of incidents.



Reported Seal/Sea Lion Deaths from Dog Attacks
Total Deaths: 7

August stands out as the most common month for fatal incidents, which aligns with seal pup
season.

count
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Incident Outcomes
Over 60% of reported incidents result in ‘no further action’ due to insufficient evidence.

Referral onto District Council Animal Management units is also a common outcome.

16 4

14

124
Insufficient Evidence
Referred to Other Agency
Advocacy Provided
Awaiting Prosecution
Under Investigation

Nil Capacity

Prosecuted / Diversion
Too Late to Intercept

-
o

Number of Reports
i
(AR NN

L
e
.
|




Dog vs Other Protected Wildlife

Key Findings

Data extraction range: 9" September 2020 — 12" August 2025.

Total number of reported Dog vs Other Protected Wildlife: 96
e Total closed due to insufficient evidence: 62
e Incidents referred to other agencies for investigation: 11
e Advocacy provided: 10
e Under investigation: 4
e Formalwarning: 3
e Prosecuted: 2
e Closed due to nil capacity / limited resources: 3

e Too late to intercept: 1

‘Kiwi’ and ‘Little Blue Penguin’ are the most frequently reported species where dog harassment,

attack or killing is present. Other impacted species include Weka, Dotterels, Shags, and
Godwits.

Total Number of Reported Incidents of Dog vs Protected Species
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Penguin -
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Shag -
Other A
Godwit -
Kea -
Dabchick -
Sea gull 4
Gannet -

Oystercatcher -

Species



Severity Comparison

High severity incidents (e.g. fatal attacks) are more common among protected wildlife,
especially species like kiwi and penguins.

Seals and sea lions experience more low severity incidents, such as harassment or chasing.
Medium severity (e.g. injuries or blood evidence) is relatively balanced between the two groups.

This suggests that while seals and sea lions are frequently harassed, protected wildlife suffers
more lethal outcomes, possibly due to their smaller size or vulnerability.
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Outcome Comparison

Reported dog Incidents involving other protected wildlife are more likely to be closed due to
insufficient evidence, but also show higher numbers of advocacy, warnings, and prosecutions.

Seal/sea lion incidents are more frequently referred to other agencies, suggesting a reliance on
external enforcement.

Both categories suffer from limited resources and missed intervention opportunities.
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