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What makes a seabird a seabird?



¹3IXI\MU]ZQSI\IVOQ\M\WZWISQ\WVISIQVOIQ_IPWQ\MUWIVIº
?PMV\PMVWZ\P_QVLJTW_[\PMITJI\ZW[[_MMX[NWZQ\[PWUMNIZ
W]\WV\PMWKMIV


6OIQ<IP]?PISI\I]SÜ

3MaKWVKMX\[
adaptation
LND²ÀVK

$PDQXPRDQDVHDELUGLVVLPSO\DELUGWKDWVSHQGVPRVWRILWVOLIH
at sea. Seabirds forage at sea for food, either by themselves or in
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0RVWVHDELUGVHYHQUHVWDQGVOHHSDWVHDRQWKHZDYHVDOWKRXJK
some species do come ashore to roost at night.
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royal albatross
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Instead they drink sea water. This means they build up lots of salt
LQWKHLUERGLHVWKDWWKH\QHHGWRJHWULGRI0RVWVHDELUGVKDYH
salt glands above their eye sockets. These glands concentrate
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out.
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To live at sea, seabirds have had to adapt to extreme conditions.
For instance, many seabird species have denser bones than other
ELUGV7KHLUERQHGHQVLW\KHOSVWKHPGLYHGHHSHUZKLOHWKH\·UH
searching for food.
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Swim this way
Seabirds have all different lengths of legs and types of feet.
Seabirds that spend most of their time on the ocean usually
have short, thick legs and webbed feet. They use their short
legs like oars and their webbed feet work like paddles.
A sooty shearwater ‘ﬂying’ underwater. Photo: Kim Westerskov

Beaks, beaks, beaks
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The sides of a penguin’s beak are
sharp with rough spines on the inside
to help it hold onto ﬁsh.

Giant petrels have powerful beaks with razorsharp sides to help them cut bite-sized pieces
off of dead seabirds, squid, whales and other
marine creatures.
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Can you see why giant petrels are
part of the ‘tube-nose’ family?
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Australasian gannets have beaks that are
strong and streamlined with their bodies to
help them with their diving.
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