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Safety first
West Coast waters can be risky for swimming and 
water sports, so ensure that you take care when 
going in or near the water.

If you are going out on a boat, be sure you have all the right 
safety equipment on board and that you have left your 
intentions with a responsible person.

How you can help
The Department of Conservation (DOC) is responsible 
for managing the West Coast marine reserves. DOC has a 
comprehensive compliance and law enforcement plan in 
place for the marine reserves. You can help:
• Call the DOC emergency hotline

if you see people conducting
illegal activities in the reserves.

• Call the West Coast Regional
Council if you spot any pollution,
oil spills or navigation hazards: 0508 800 118.

• Take photographs of any incidents or illegal activities –
try to capture vessel/vehicle details and natural features
that identify
the location.
Remember
to keep your
distance and
only do this if
you feel safe.

• Pick up any
litter you find
and dispose of
it in bins.
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Further 
information
Contact your nearest Department of Conservation office, 
or Hokitika Office
10 Sewell Street, Hokitika
Ph 03 756 9100 (office hours)
hokitika@doc.govt.nz
www.doc.govt.nz/westcoastmarine
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Things to remember
Marine reserves are special places where natural features are 
protected, for everyone to enjoy. 

To help protect the marine life inside the reserve please 
remember:
• No fishing of any kind, either from a boat or from shore.
• No taking or interference of fish and other marine life.

Pulling shellfish or starfish off rocks can damage or kill
them.

• Recreational hand-picking of beach stones, non-living
shells and driftwood is allowed

• No littering, polluting or discharge of toxic substances
• Quad bike and horse riding along the foreshore is allowed

in a manner that does not disturb nesting and roosting 
shore birds.

Penalties for failure to comply under the Marine Reserves 
Act 1971 include confiscation of equipment, vessels or 
vehicles; fines; and imprisonment.

The Punakaiki coastline is world famous for amazing 
natural features, none more so than the Pancake Rocks 
and blowholes at Dolomite Point. This marine reserve 
is a good example of the northern West Coast marine 
ecosystems and showcases natural seascapes of rocky 
coasts, gravelly beaches and silty seabed to depths 
of about 20 m. Set against the natural coastlines and 
catchments of Paparoa National Park, the reserve 
completes a ‘mountains to the sea’ sequence of protected 
environments. 

Stretching over 35 km2 from Perpendicular Point to near 
Maher Swamp and out to two nautical miles offshore, 
the Punakaiki Marine Reserve is also the most visited of 
the five West Coast marine reserves. 

Punakaiki Marine Reserve – pancakes and blowholes
Access
Walkways off State Highway 6 give easy access to the 
reserve via spectacular and scientifically important 
geological formations of the Dolomite Point Pancake Rocks 
and Truman Track. Be sure to visit the Paparoa National 
Park Visitor Centre to learn more about the Punakaiki 
environment.
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South Westland beach clean-up. Rina Thompson

Punakaiki coastline. Andris Apse
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