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Te Wai Māori Trust and whitebait 

Te Wai Māori was established under the Maori Fisheries Act 2004 to advance Māori interests in 
freshwater fisheries (s 94, Maori Fisheries Act) through among other things, research and 
promotion of habitat protection. 
 
The Trust works on behalf of all iwi to promote the health and wellbeing of Aotearoa’s 
indigenous freshwater fisheries. The Iwi relationship with freshwater species continues to 
sustain Maori identity through a range of factors including the provision of food. In order to 
maintain this relationship, the health of Aotearoa’s freshwater species must be maintained and 
improved. 
 
Te Wai Māori is concerned that the habitat of adult and juvenile whitebait species is being 
degraded to the extent that it threatens the health and wellbeing of the species. We recognise 
that there are large information gaps relating to whitebait species and habitats that need to be 
addressed before decisions can be made, specifically, the effects of fishing, habitat degradation, 
water quality, predation, and climate change on all life stages of whitebait species. Te Wai Māori 
would like to work with all agencies with responsibility for whitebait and whitebait habitat on 
how to better understand and mitigate these pressures while incorporating mātauranga Māori 
into solutions. 
 
Whitebait, particularly īnanga, is a taonga for Māori and remains an important mahinga kai 
species providing sustenance and livelihoods. Historic abundance was such that some Iwi would 
trade whitebait, and it served as an important seasonal food staple. This importance is reflected 
in several Treaty settlements between the Crown and Iwi such as Ngāruahine, Waikato -Tainui, 
and Te Ātiawa (Taranaki).  
 
Te Wai Maori is supportive of the intent of the review but maintain our initial concerns that the 
timeframe placed on the review is not enough to facilitate meaningful, comprehensive 
engagement with Iwi. In the Trust’s view, the restricted timeframe limited the opportunity for 
Iwi feedback to be sought and incorporated into the final paper.  
 
Te Wai Māori does not support the Minister of Conservation making any decision with regards 
to the management of whitebait without first having engaged comprehensively with Iwi and 
hapū. It is our view that inadequate consultation with Iwi and hapū fails to give effect to the 
Treaty of Waitangi in accordance with Section 4 of the Conservation Act 1987. Effective 
integration of Māori interests and values into resource management requires full Iwi and hapū 
participation and a commitment from agencies to collaborative, strong and enduring 
relationships.  
 
Future reviews and possible changes to the management of whitebait must provide 
considerable time for engagement with Iwi in a mana-enhancing, Treaty-based manner. Te Wai 

Māori looks forward to continued participation in any future processes. 

Source: Te Wai Māori Trust, 4 February 2019 
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https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-your-say/all-consultations/2018/improving-whitebait-management/
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For this report: 
 www.doc.govt.nz/whitebait-management

For more about whitebait:
 www.doc.govt.nz/whitebait-migratory-galaxiids
 www.doc.govt.nz/inanga
 www.doc.govt.nz/whitebaiting

Or email:
 whitebait@doc.govt.nz
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