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Hearings 
New Plymouth District Plan – Council Hearing 

• Planning and Ecology Evidence for the Indigenous Biodiversity Chapter of
the New Plymouth District Plan was filed on 24 September. The focus of this
evidence is strengthening the provisions around identification and
management of significant indigenous biodiversity, Biodiversity Offsetting,
vegetation management in the Coastal Environment, and maintenance of
indigenous biodiversity. The Hearing commences on 4 October.

Appeals 
Stevenson Mining Limited – Te Kuha coal mine appeal 

• Since 2014, Stevenson Mining Limited has proposed an open cast coal
mine over approximately 116ha of land at Te Kuha at the southern extent of
the Denniston Plateau, West Coast. The mine would include 12ha of
conservation area (note this is stewardship land), and 104ha of water-
conservation reserve vested in Buller District Council.

• Resource consents for the mine were granted by Buller District Council and
West Coast Regional Council in 2017, and subsequently appealed to the
Environment Court by Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society. DOC joined
the appeal as a party with an interest in this case. The appeal on the
resource consents has been on hold while access to the land under other
legislation was determined and challenges to access decisions were
decided through the Courts.

• The Court has recently taken the appeal off hold and a hearing is set down
for mid-April 2022. DOC is currently determining its approach in this appeal
process and details of evidence to be provided to the Court. The
conservation values affected include significant indigenous vegetation and
habitat of indigenous fauna, including intact low stature forest pink/yellow
silver pine, two threatened indigenous bird species (great spotted kiwi, NZ
falcon), and at-risk lizard and invertebrate species.

• In 2018, the Ministers of Conservation and of Energy and Resources
declined to grant access to the conservation land under the Crown Minerals
Act. Further applications for access under the Act will be required for the
mine to be developed on the conservation land and on the Buller District
Council administered reserve land, should the company be successful in
gaining resource consents.

Resource Consent Hearing, sand mining applications from Barrytown JV
Limited 

• The combined West Coast Regional Council / Grey District Council hearing
on this resource consent application was held on 23 September.

• DOC presented its submission on the consent applications for proposed
sand mining operations on private land at Barrytown Flats, West Coast.

• Our concerns are the potential impacts the proposed mine will likely have
on the Westland petrel and the lack of information in the application about
potential effects on freshwater values.

• The Applicant proposes to operate the mine during the hours of darkness,
including the operation of the processing plant, loading site and mining unit.
DOC’s avifauna expert evidence is that, with the use of artificial lighting at
the site, there is a high risk of petrel ‘fall out’ resulting in injury and death
and negatively affecting the petrel population. The birds fall from the sky
because they are distracted/disoriented by ground-based light sources. We
seek that the proposed mining operation, if granted, should not be permitted
to operate during the hours of darkness.

• The original application stated that there will be discharges to Colins Creek,
but the information provided did not include impacts on freshwater values
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3 Director-General Engagements 

October 
06 October Environment NGOs, via MS Teams 
07 October Public Service Leadership Team Retreat, Wellington 
14-15 Oct NZCA meeting, Tauranga 

November
08 November Lou Sanson – Farewell event, Banquet Hall Parliament 
18-19 Nov Public Service Leadership Team Retreat, Martinborough 
24 November Te hāpai hāpori/ Spirit of Service Awards , Dominion Museum, Wellington 

25 November DOC Risk and Assurance Committee, Te Papa Atawhai Wellington 

December 
09-10 Dec NZCA Meeting, Wellington 
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4 Appendices 

The following appendices are provided to support the Status Report: 
Appendix 1. Cabinet Paper Report 
Appendix 2. Job for Nature Dashboard Proactively Released
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• The Director-General submitted on the application, seeking the consent be 
declined because there was insufficient information to determine adverse 
effects on at-risk freshwater fish species, freshwater values and the 
internationally significant Ramsar wetland sites downstream. These sites 
include the Kopuatai Wetland Management Reserve and Firth of Thames.  

• We are seeking to work with the applicant, consent authority and other 
submitters to resolve outstanding matters and apply appropriate conditions.  

Hearings 
New Plymouth District Plan 

• Expert evidence in resource management planning, terrestrial ecology and 
legal submissions was presented to the hearings panel for the Indigenous 
Biodiversity Chapter of the New Plymouth District Plan on Wednesday 6 
October.  

• The key focus of the submissions was on strengthening provisions for 
identifying and managing significant indigenous biodiversity, biodiversity 
offsetting, managing indigenous vegetation in the coastal environment, and 
maintaining indigenous biodiversity. The evidence was well received, 
particularly with regards to biodiversity offsetting. 

New Zealand King Salmon Limited – Blue Endeavour Offshore Salmon 
Farm Resource Consents 

• New Zealand King Salmon Limited (NZKS) have applied for resource 
consents required for development of two offshore salmon farms within a 
1,000-hectare area to the north of the Marlborough Sounds. 

• The Director-General submitted in opposition to the proposal, and a council 
hearing is scheduled to begin on 18 October in Blenheim.  

• Technical experts presenting evidence on behalf of the Director-General 
filed evidence for the hearing on 8 October, covering the areas of seabed 
natural character, seabed ecological values, water quality and benthic 
depositional modelling and effects, and resource management planning. 
These experts will next present evidence along with legal submissions at 
the hearing on 20 October. 

• MPI submitted in support of the application. We have been engaging with 
MPI to understand each other’s views.  

Appeals 
Aupōuri Aquifer Consents, Northland 

• The Director-General has appealed consents for 24 water takes from the 
Aupōuri Aquifer.  

• An invitation has been sent to attend a virtual meeting on the 13 October 
between DOC and the three iwi (Te Aupōuri, Ngāi Takato, and Te Rarawa) 
whose commercial entities are consent applicants. The aim of the meeting 
is to share information regarding the appeal. The three entities are Te 
Aupōuri Commercial Development Ltd, Te Make Farms Ltd, and Te Rarawa 
Farming Ltd.  

• Feedback so far from Ngāi Takato and Te Rarawa is that, whilst 
disappointed an appeal has been made, both parties respect that DOC is 
carrying out its advocacy role. They are yet to confirm attendance to the 
virtual meeting.  

• Te Aupōuri have indicated that, although they may have different views at 
times to DOC in these matters, it should not stop both parties from 
continuing in a working relationship. 

• Mrs W Thomas has joined the case as a party to the proceedings, under 
section 274 of the Resource Management Act, and Mr A R Burgoyne has 
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sought the Court’s permission to lodge a late appeal. Both of these parties 
oppose the proposed takes. 

Stevenson Mining Limited – Te Kuha coal mine appeal 
• Resource consents for this mine were granted by Buller District Council and 

West Coast Regional Council in 2017, and subsequently appealed to the 
Environment Court by Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society. The 
Director-General joined the appeal as a party with an interest in this case 
and was neither in support nor opposed to the appeal.  

• The appeal on the resource consents has been on hold while access 
arrangements to the land were sought, and challenges to access decisions 
were decided through the Courts. The company has been unsuccessful in 
gaining access to mine the land.   

• The Environment Court has recently taken the appeal on the resource 
consents off hold, and a hearing is set down for mid-April 2022. We are 
currently determining our approach in this appeal process and details of 
evidence to be provided to the Court.  

• In our original submission, made jointly with MBIE, the Director-General was 
neither in support nor opposed to the resource consent applications.  

• The conservation values potentially affected include significant indigenous 
vegetation and habitat of indigenous fauna including intact low stature forest 
pink/yellow silver pine, two threatened indigenous bird species (great 
spotted kiwi, NZ Falcon), and at-risk lizard and invertebrate species. 

• It is now proposed that the Director-General will oppose the grant of 
resource consents to the company, to protect significant biodiversity values 
at this location. This approach will be consistent with 2018 decision by the 
then Minister of Conservation and Minister of Energy and Resources to 
decline the access arrangement under the Crown Minerals Act, due to the 
proposed loss of significant ecological values at the site.  

Kuku Holdings Limited – Pelorus Sound, Marlborough 
• Resource consent applications for expansion of mussel farming in 

Tawhitinui Bay, Pelorus Sound, were declined by the independent 
commissioner acting for Marlborough District Council in September 2021. 

• The applicant, Kuku Holdings Limited, has now filed notice of appeal to the 
Environment Court, opposing the Council’s decision seeking that it be 
overturned. 

• The Director-General’s submission and technical evidence sought that the 
applications be declined due to adverse effects on high natural values, 
including the adjacent DOC-managed scenic reserve, and due to 
inconsistency with the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement.  

• The Director-General has decided to join in opposition to the applicant’s 
appeal. A joining notice will be filed with the Court by 26 October. 

Contact:  
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• The DOC camp at Uretiti became a ‘location of interest’ and local staff
followed MOH advice. Some campers were released but most were kept in
camp. The contractor campground manager and two DOC staff who visited
the camp are self-isolating while they get tested.

• The Senior Leadership Team held a drop-in Q&A session with Auckland staff
on 13 October to support the ongoing wellbeing initiative.

• Local DOC staff throughout the country are contacting DHB and iwi vaccine
providers to offer support to local vaccination efforts.

• West Coast DOC staff are assisting at a Greymouth vaccination clinic this
weekend (15-17 October).

• Two DOC staff have self-isolated and tested after coming into close contact
with a COVID household during a ‘food parcel drop’ with Waikato Tainui in
the Waikato. Their first tests have come back negative.

Contact:  

3 Events, Announcements & Media Opportunities 

None this week. 

4 Director-General Engagements 

October 
14–15 Oct NZCA meeting, Tauranga 

November 
1 Nov Pōwhiri for Penny Nelson, DOC Wellington 
8 Nov Lou Sanson - Farewell event, Banquet Hall, Parliament 
18-19 Nov Public Service Leadership Team Retreat, Martinborough 
24 Nov Te hāpai hāpori | Spirit of Service Awards, Dominion Museum, Wellington 
25 Nov DOC Risk and Assurance Committee, DOC Wellington 

December 
7 Dec DOC Christmas Party, TBA Wellington 
9 Dec Annual Review Environment Select Committee, Parliament 
9–10 Dec NZCA meeting, Wellington 
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1 Appendices 

The following appendices are provided to support the Status Report: 
Appendix 1. Cabinet Paper Report 
Appendix 2. Job for Nature Dashboard 
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4 Director-General Engagements 

November   
1 Nov  Pōwhiri for Penny Nelson, DOC Wellington 
8 Nov  Lou Sanson - Farewell event, Banquet Hall, Parliament 
18-19 Nov Public Service Leadership Team Retreat, Martinborough 
24 Nov  Te hāpai hāpori | Spirit of Service Awards, Dominion Museum, Wellington 
25 Nov  DOC Risk and Assurance Committee, DOC Wellington 
30 Nov  SLT ‘Team Day’, Wellington 

December   
7 Dec  DOC Christmas Party, TBA Wellington 
9 Dec  Annual Review Environment Select Committee, Parliament 
9–10 Dec NZCA meeting, Wellington 
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5 Appendices 

The following appendices are provided to support the Status Report: 
Appendix 1. Cabinet Paper Report 
Appendix 2. Job for Nature Dashboard  
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Antipodean albatross as part of an upcoming economic consultation with 
 

• Officials will provide further advice on the role of Ministers in this international 
work. 

Contact: Elizabeth Heeg, Director Aquatic: 027 801 8956 
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