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1 Standing and Priority Items 

1.1 Kauri dieback and myrtle rust 

No report this week. 

Contact:  
                

1.2 RMA Advocacy update 

No report this week. 

Contact:  

2 Updates 

2.1 South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation 
(SPRFMO): 7th meeting of the Scientific Committee 

• DOC recently attended the seventh meeting of the Scientific Committee of the 
South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation (SPRFMO), held 
5-12 October in Havana, Cuba. 

• We attended as part of the New Zealand delegation, which comprised four 
members representing MPI, DOC and Te Ohu Kaimoana. 

• Our priority for the meeting was to seek agreement on observer coverage in the 
jumbo flying squid fishery, which is linked to the distribution of vulnerable 
seabirds, and the scientific review of information underpinning the protection of 
vulnerable marine ecosystems (VMEs). 

• Following strong interventions from New Zealand on the need to assess seabird 
bycatch in the jumbo flying squid fishery (which currently has no observer 
coverage), we were pleased to see the adoption of a recommendation to the 
SPRFMO Commission (taking place in February 2020) for 5-15% observer 
coverage in the fishery. 

• The 2019 bottom fishing Conservation and Management Measure was 
predicated on an interpretation of the UN General Assembly Resolutions that 
Significant Adverse Impacts (SAIs) on VMEs can be managed at regional 
scales.  

 
 

• We will continue to work with MPI, MFAT and SPRFMO members to further 
scientific and policy advice in the lead-up to the February meeting, and to seek 
the best possible conservation outcomes. 

Contact:  
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2.2 Draft National Plan of Action – Seabirds (NPOA) 

• A draft National Plan of Action – Seabirds (NPOA) was provided to you and the 
Minister of Fisheries on 3 October, together with a paper to inform Cabinet of 
your intention to consult on the draft plan.  

• The Cabinet paper needs to be lodged on 7 November in order to make the 
ENV Cabinet Committee meeting on 14 November, after which public 
consultation on the draft NPOA Seabirds can begin. 

• In order to ensure that the final NPOA Seabirds 2020 can be announced in early 
2020, Fisheries New Zealand and DOC intend public consultation to run for nine 
weeks over the Christmas period (19 Nov-20 Jan). Agencies (Fisheries NZ and 
DOC) will provide a final NPOA Seabirds, along with all submissions, for your 
consideration in late February/early March.  

• An alternative approach was to delay consultation until after the Christmas 
period, but this would have meant a final NPOA Seabirds would not have been 
provided for your consideration until April 2020.  

• Note that announcement of the final NPOA Seabirds 2020 does not require 
consultation with Cabinet. However, you and Minister Nash may wish to take 
the final NPOA Seabirds 2020 to Cabinet before its release as a finalised 
document. If that is the case, at least four weeks should be allowed for, from 
provision of a final NPOA Seabirds to the announcement date.  

Contact:   

2.3 Kiwibank renews Partnership Agreement 2020 

• Kiwibank has been DOC’s National Partner for the Conservation Dogs 
Programme since 2016. The partnership has recently been extended out to 
2022. 

• Kiwibank’s direct funding to the programme over the next term is , adding 
to its previous contribution of  over the last three years.   

• Kiwibank’s financial commitment has enhanced the Conservation Dogs 
Programme’s levels of biosecurity, including quarantine, surveillance and 
incursion response on our pest-free islands and inland sanctuaries.  

• The increased funding also provides for improved utilisation of species 
detection dog handler teams across key recovery programmes, including 
kākāpō, kiwi, whio and takahē. 

Contact:    

2.4 National Partner Meridian renews partnership agreement to 2020 

• Meridian has been DOC’s National Partner for the Kākāpō Recovery 
Programme since 2016. The partnership has recently been extended out to 
2022. 

• Meridian’s direct funding to the programme over the next term is , adding 
to its previous contribution of over the last three years.  

• Meridian’s financial commitment has boosted the Kākāpō Recovery 
Programme’s funding in the areas of: 

o Increased operational spend on the two main kākāpō island sanctuaries 
o Transmitter development and management 
o Nutrition research. 

Contact:  
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2.5 Mouse Incursion – tracking card detection on Motutapu 

• This is an update on the detection of a mouse on Motutapu Island (Status 
Reports 94 and 96 refer).   

• Motutapu Island has been pest-free since 2011, and is home to wildlife species 
such as takahē, tīeke/saddleback, tuturuatu/shore plover, 
pōpokatea/whitehead, kākāriki and kiwi. 

• Mouse footprints were first detected on 8 October following a routine check of 
tracking card monitoring stations on the island. A mouse was trapped on 23 
October and sexing indicated the mouse was a non-breeding female.  

• On 24 October, follow-up monitoring of tracking cards detected further mouse 
footprints meaning the incursion may involve multiple animals. 

• Trapping efforts will continue and we will conduct follow-up monitoring with 
conservation dogs. 

• Iwi with an interest in Motutapu have been advised. 

Contact:  

2.6 Owha the Antarctic leopard seal injured in Auckland 

• On 26 October, DOC received a report of a sighting via our 0800 DOCHOT of 
Owha the female leopard seal bleeding from a facial injury. 

• Auckland Zoo’s vet advised a ‘hands off’ approach, as sedation could result in 
the leopard seal’s death due to its dive reflex.  

• The wound is a puncture wound, and is unlikely to have been caused naturally. 
There is concern that there may be additional internal damage. 

• Further advice from Auckland University’s vet confirmed that while the leopard 
seal was breathing from one nostril, she seemed well, and her breathing rate 
was good. 

• A volunteer group, Leopardseal.org has been very supportive, providing 
volunteers to monitor the leopard seal’s condition. 

• There has been good media coverage, with reports received from the public 
providing information about Owha and her injury. 

• The local DOC office is working with the police and we will provide you with 
further updates as the investigation progresses.  

Contact:  

2.7 Decline of hoiho nests in the Catlins and Bravo Islands 

• Recent nest searches indicate a devastating decline in numbers of 
hoiho/yellow-eyed penguin nests in the Catlins and the Bravo Islands (Rakiura). 

• The sites we have identified as being particularly affected are Long Point: 5 
nests (16 in 2018/19); Nugget Point: 5 nests (11 in 2018/19); Bravo Islands: 8 
nests (15 in 2018/19). 

• Additional searches will be carried out in the coming weeks in the hope of finding 
more nests, but we do not expect that the pattern of decline will be reversed. 

• Last season, there were significant starvation events and the number of birds 
observed during the moult was low.  

• A large number of these were breeding females that have not returned to breed 
this season, resulting in the current low nest count. 
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• We are expecting media attention and, jointly with the Yellow-eyed Penguin 
Trust (YEPT) and Ngāi Tahu, have issued a media release covering the situation 
- what we know and next steps. Fisheries NZ has been kept up to date.   

• For the 2019/20 season DOC and the YEPT, along with site managers are 
putting in increased effort on the ground to ensure at-risk adults and their chicks 
receive a high level of care. 

• The Hoiho Governance Group is meeting on 5 November to discuss 
submissions and review of Te Kaweka Takohaka mō te Hoiho/the strategic 
priorities for hoiho recovery. 

Contact:    

2.8 Tiakina Ngā Manu pre-feed operation, Northern Ruahine  

• We are planning a Tiakina Nga Manu operation for early November, targeting 
rats in the Northern Ruahines.  

• The operation will include the application of both 1080 (aerial, hand laid and bait 
stations) and cyanide (bait stations, bait bags with strikers). 

• It will cover approximately 32,000 ha in the Northern Ruahine Forest Park, 
Ruahine Forest Conservation Area and Awarua Conservation Area.  

•  
  

• We are planning to sew non-toxic pre-feed baits by air between 1-3 November 
(weather permitting). 

• Aerial application of 1080 will take place in the following five-to-six days, as 
soon as there is a fine weather window (actual dates will be weather 
dependent).  

• We are attempting this operation in spring in order to protect birds during 
breeding time. 

 

Contact:    
              

3 Director-General Engagements 

November   

5 November Public Service Day Awards, Parliament 

5 November Lightning Lab Gov Tech Demo Day 2019, Embassy Theatre, Wellington 

5 November Dinner with Governor-General and Paul and Debby Brainerd, 
Government House, Wellington 

7 November Meeting with Min Shane Jones, Bellamy’s 

7 November NZ River Awards, Wellington 

15–17 Nov. Dusky Sounds visit with Partners/CEs, Dusky Sounds 

19 November Reception for TRH The Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall, 
Government House, Auckland 

21 November Ngā Whenua Rāhui Komiti hui, Wellington 

23–24 Nov. Cropp River visit with NIWA –John Morgan and Rob Murdoch, Cropp 
River 

28–29 Nov. State Services Leadership Team Retreat, Brackenridge, Martinborough 

30 Nov–1 Dec. Kea Summit, Te Anau 
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December    

3 December Senior Leaders Hui, Royal Port Nicholson Yacht Club, Wellington 

5 December Environment Select Committee Annual Review, Parliament 

5 December SSC End of Year Celebration, State Services Commission, Wellington 

6 December Launch of Positive and Safe Workplaces, Wellington 

6–9 December Chatham Islands visit with Partners/CEs, Chatham Islands 

11 December Ngāi Tahu/DOC Governance Meeting, Ngāi Tahu offices, Christchurch 

13 December Meeting with Kirsti Luke, Tuhoe, Whakatane 

17 December DOC Wellington Xmas Party, Wellington 
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4 Addendum 

This section includes content that is sensitive or is being considered by the Minister of  

Conservation or other Ministers. This information is not being released proactively.  

 

Subject headings of content in this section are: 

 

• Update on the Moutere Ihupuku/Campbell Island Marine Reserve Extension  

• Takahē death on Motutapu Island  

• Te Hoiere Pelorus Landscape Restoration Project announcement 
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1 Standing and Priority Items 

1.1 Kauri Dieback and Myrtle Rust 

• Biosecurity NZ announced the 2019 New Zealand Biosecurity Award winners on 4 
November.  

• The winner of DOC’s Community Kahiwi Award was Te Roroa for its Kauri Dieback 
Response Plan in Waipoua Forest.  

o Te Roroa has shown outstanding leadership in response to the presence of 
kauri dieback close to Tane Mahuta. As the kaitiaki of Waipoua ngahere, the 
iwi initiated the Kauri Dieback Response Plan to provide leadership and 
advocate for a multi-agency approach to respond to this threat. 

• The winner of the Bio-Protection Research Centre Science Award was the Myrtle 
Rust Research Consortium for the project: Ngā taonga - Safeguarding the mauri of 
myrtles and dependent ecosystems.  

o The Consortium consists of the science community, government (MPI, MCIE 
and DOC), iwi, industry, stakeholders and other key organisations. Its aim is 
to design and undertake high-quality research to help deliver knowledge and 
tools to safeguard New Zealand’s taonga species and at-risk ecosystems. 

• The BioSecurity New Zealand-led Kauri Dieback Programme’s summer campaign 
was launched on 1 November. The campaign will focus on the need to encourage 
and empower track users to play their role in protecting kauri.   

• The campaign launch featured a short video showing Te Roroa talking about the 
ongoing work in Waipoua Forest to protect the forest’s health.  

• DOC will be supporting the campaign throughout the summer.  

Contact:  
              

1.2 RMA Advocacy update 

No report this week. 

Contact:  
  

 

 

2 Updates 

2.1 Sentinel a Nuku: Provincial Growth Fund proposal 

• The Provincial Development Unit advised that our proposal was considered by 
Ministers on 7 November.   

• They sought more information about the long-term funding arrangements for the 
programme; we advised that DOC will be underwriting the programme and any 
support from partners would offset DOC resources.   

• The PDU was optimistic about the likelihood of a positive response from Ministers.   
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• There is still quite a bit of work to do to have the programme operable for next year 
and we have started implementation planning.   

• We will keep you updated on progress. 

Contact: Michelle Hippolite: Deputy Director-General, Kahui Kaupapa Atawhai: 
             

2.2 Motutapu heritage damage – charges dismissed 

• In late 2018, DOC was charged with offences under the Heritage New Zealand 
Pouhere Taonga Act 2014. The charges followed damage to an archaeological 
feature during the burial of cattle on Motutapu Island. 

• A diversion programme was agreed with Heritage New Zealand in April 2019. This 
required DOC to carry out a series of actions, including payments, archaeological 
re-survey, operating procedure changes and provision of information to 
concessionaires. 

• The diversion programme’s final actions were completed by the deadline of 1 
November. 

• On 4 November, the charges were dismissed in the Auckland District Court. 

• DOC agreed, beyond the diversion conditions, to complete a heritage management 
plan for the island. This is in progress. 

Contact:  

2.3 New Zealand Tourism Awards 

• DOC recently won the Industry Enabler Award at the New Zealand Tourism Awards 
for last year’s ‘Visit the Kiwi way’ summer behaviour in nature campaign. 

• The ‘Kiwi Way’ campaign focused on five areas of visitor behaviour (identified by 
research and DOC operations staff): littering, toileting, wildlife interaction, safety 
and drone use. The campaign used humour, a simple thumbs up/down motif and 
multiple channels to connect with audiences. 

• The campaign met its objectives: people had seen campaign messages on screens 
8.6 million times (cumulative reach). 52% of visitors surveyed following the 
campaign recalled seeing it. 

• The campaign supplemented Tiaki messaging by providing direction for how 
visitors should enact the principles of care and respect while on public conservation 
land. All promotional materials were co-branded with the Tiaki/DOC logo. 

• This year, we are evolving our summer campaign into “Love this Place”, with a 
stronger alignment to the Tiaki - Care for New Zealand initiative. 

Contact:                     
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30 Nov–1 Dec. Kea Summit, Te Anau 

December    

3 December Senior Leaders Hui, Royal Port Nicholson Yacht Club, Wellington 

5 December Environment Select Committee Annual Review, Parliament 

5 December SSC End of Year Celebration, State Services Commission, Wellington 

5 December Meeting with Minister Shane Jones, Bellamys, Wellington 

6 December Launch of Positive and Safe Workplaces, Wellington 

6–9 December Chatham Islands visit with Partners/CEs, Chatham Islands 

10 December NZ Conservation Authority, Wellington 

11 December Ngāi Tahu/DOC Governance Meeting, Ngāi Tahu offices, Christchurch 

13 December Meeting with Kirsti Luke, Tuhoe, Whakatane 

17 December DOC Wellington Xmas Party, Wellington 
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4 Addendum 

This section includes content that is sensitive or is being considered by the Minister of  

Conservation or other Ministers. This information is not being released proactively.  

 

Subject headings of content in this section are: 

 

• Nature Heritage Fund (NHF) update  
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1 Standing and Priority Items 

1.1 Kauri dieback and myrtle rust 

• In the week beginning 4 November, Scion scientists and DOC staff reported 
seeing myrtle rust on Lophomyrtus spp. around Rotorua and Lake Rotorua. We 
would expect this given warmer temperatures and wet weather. 

• We have not received any other reports from DOC staff and scientists since 
then, however, DOC is encouraging the public to be extra vigilant and to report 
sightings promptly.  

• DOC staff featured on One News on 9 November. The item featured the 
Germplasm seed collection and reinforced the message to the public to report 
myrtle rust via the iNaturalist app. 

• There are no updates on kauri dieback this week. 

Contact:   
               

1.2 RMA advocacy  

DOC’s recent RMA work is as follows: 

Submissions 

Eastern Bays Shared Path  

• Hutt City Council has applied for resource consent to construct a 4.4km shared 
walking and cycling path along the shore of the Eastern Bays of Wellington 
Harbour. The proposal includes seawall construction and replacement, 
reclamation, and beach nourishment at three sites. 

• We intend to submit in opposition to this proposal on the basis that it involves 
reclamation and beach nourishment which will reduce available habitat for 
shorebirds and penguins. We believe that the proposed mitigation and offsetting 
is inadequate. 

Appeals 

Lindis Catchment High Court Appeal 

• The Director-General has been a submitter and participant in the Council 
hearing and Environment Court appeal on Otago Regional Plan Change 5A, 
which addresses a minimum flow and allocation regime for the Lindis River. The 
Environment Court decision, released on 7 October, has been appealed by the 
Otago Fish and Game Council. We believe their prospects of success are not 
considered high.  

• There is a suite of indigenous fish population in the catchment – of greatest 
significance is the non-migratory galaxias Clutha ‘Species D’ which has the 
highest threat classification of nationally critical. The galaxiids are mainly found 
in tributaries, while trout inhabit the Lindis mainstem and larger tributaries. Fish 
and Game’s appeal to the High Court seeks to challenge the Environment 
Court’s findings. This includes on the relative primacy of trout and indigenous 
species under the RMA and the National Policy Statement for Freshwater 
Management, as well as whether trout can be considered in the context of 
natural flows scenarios. 

• Approval is being sought from the Solicitor-General for DOC/MfE to join this 
High Court appeal and, if granted, the Attorney-General will join as ‘one Crown’ 
to cover both the Director-General and MfE’s freshwater interests. Otago 
Regional Council has already joined this appeal. 
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Proposed Regional Coastal Plan for Taranaki  

• Taranaki Regional Council released the decisions on its proposed regional 
coastal plan (PRCP) on 5 October. We have been engaged throughout this plan 
review process.  

• We have reviewed the decisions version of the PRCP, which contains some 
additional changes from the notified version based on matters raised in your 
submission. However, the plan still contains deficiencies based on the 
submission.  

• We intend to appeal the PRCP to address outstanding concerns and 
deficiencies raised in the MOC’s submission. Appeal points relate to managing 
effects of vehicles on beaches, identification of significant biodiversity, coastal 
occupation charges, and the effects of structures in the coastal marine area. 
Appeals are due 16 November. 

Other 

Proposed Plimmerton subdivision  

• MfE has advised that they are preparing a briefing to Minister Parker on the 
Plimmerton Streamlined Planning Process application by Porirua City Council. 
They will recommend that Minister Parker proceed with the application by 
consulting with relevant parties, including you. The briefing should be completed 
by 15 November and you may receive a letter from Minister Parker the week 
commencing 18 November at the earliest. 

Contact:  
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2 Updates 

2.1 Maukahuka Pest Free Auckland Island PAPP trial update 

• On 11 November we met with the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) and 
Ministry for Primary Industries to discuss the registration process for an aerially 
distributed bait containing PAPP (vertebrate toxic agent), which is currently in 
development, to target stoats, ferrets and cats. 

• The purpose of the meeting was to set the context and understand the 
requirements for provisional approval for release of PAPP into a trial site for 
testing efficacy of baits.  

• The interpretation of the word ‘containment’ in the Hazardous Substances and 
New Organisms Act (1996) may constrain the ability to conduct the trials.  

• The EPA are seeking to take into account the intent of the legislation, which may 
allow hand-laid and aerial field trials of a new vertebrate toxic agent if the risk is 
considered low relative to the benefits. 

• Results from a non-toxic trial of three meat-based baits on Auckland Island in 
winter 2019 were positive. All 13 cats in the 1300 ha trial area ate baits. Between 
78% and 89% of encounters where bait was present resulted in consumption of 
enough bait to deliver a lethal dose.  

• A trial with hand laid toxic baits is proposed for Auckland Island in winter 2020. 

Contact:  

2.2 Operation Endurance – 15 November to 2 December 2019 

• Operation Endurance is an important collaboration between the NZ Navy and 
DOC that provides transport and logistical support to remote offshore islands to 
achieve conservation outcomes that are otherwise very expensive and 
challenging to access.  

• The 2019 operation runs from 15 November – 2 December at Campbell Island, 
with a drop-off and pick-up of a Maukahuka team on Auckland Island en route. 

• MetService is the other government agency participating in Operation 
Endurance. They will be working to remove asbestos and waste diesel fuel 
tanks from their buildings at Beeman Base, Campbell Island. 

• This year’s operation is the largest to date in terms of both NZ Defence Force 
(NZDF) allocated assets and the scale of the DOC and MetService 
programmes, involving HMNZS Canterbury and two helicopters.  

• A DOC team of 41 staff, contractors and researchers will undertake biodiversity 
monitoring, biosecurity checks, and asset maintenance tasks. The team 
includes a representative of the Southland Conservation Board and of Murihiku 
papatipu rūnaka.   

• Biodiversity and biosecurity monitoring includes Campbell Island teal, yellow-
eyed penguin/hoiho, albatross and giant petrel, marine subtidal and intertidal 
sampling to increase our understanding of biodiversity in these zones, 
and rodent checks to ensure pest-free status.   

• Asset maintenance includes boardwalk, track and hut maintenance, and 
removal of previously demolished material. 

• NZDF will issue a media release after the vessel’s departure advising of the 
operation. A NZDF videographer will also be on board gathering footage of all 
agencies’ work. DOC staff on the voyage have also been requested to gather 
content (photos, video, written) describing the work undertaken to share with 
media/DOC channels upon the ship’s return.  

Contact:  
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2.5 Environmental Protection Authority audit of the Vertebrate Toxic 
Agent permissions application process 

• The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) is carrying out a routine audit of 
DOC’s Vertebrate Toxic Agent (VTA) permissions application process. 

• In 2005, the EPA delegated to DOC the power to issue, amend and revoke 
permissions for the use of controlled substances (VTAs) on land administered 
and managed by DOC (under section 95A of the Hazardous Substances and 
New Organisms Act 1996).  

• Since this delegation was made, the EPA has conducted regular audits. The 
last one was in 2016.   

• The purpose of the audit is to ‘provide oversight of the exercise of powers and 
to manage risks associated with the delegation’, and ‘to determine the extent to 
which the delegation is being exercised in accordance with the specific 
conditions attached to the delegation by all relevant DOC office parties’.   

• Nine permissions have been selected for audit for aerial 1080 operations 
between 2017–2019. 

• All documentation has now been sent to the EPA, and interviews with key staff 
involved with the nine permissions will be held in early 2020. 

Contact:  

2.6 DOC attendance at Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
scientific and technical SBSTTA conference, Montreal, 25-29 Nov 
2019 

• DOC will attend the 23rd meeting of the Convention on Biological Diversity’s 
Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA-
23) over 25–29 November 2019 in Montreal, Canada, as part of the New 
Zealand government delegation. No final decisions on new global targets will 
be made at the conference. The purpose of the conference will be for Parties to 
consider and make recommendations on the following agenda items: 

o Informing the scientific and technical evidence base for the post-2020 
global biodiversity framework. 

o Biodiversity and climate change. 
o Possible elements of work on the links between nature and culture in the 

post-2020 biodiversity framework. 
o Sustainable wildlife management. 
o Technical and scientific cooperation. 
o Results of the regional workshop on descriptions of ecologically or 

biologically significant marine areas in the North-East Atlantic Ocean. 
o New and emerging issues. 

• We have been contributing to negotiation briefs to support New Zealand’s 
overall aim to promote more ambition and action to stem global biodiversity loss. 
We will also attend a workshop after the conference on future area-based 
conservation measures under the post-2020 global biodiversity framework. 

• We do not expect media coverage of the conference in New Zealand. If we do 
get any media enquiries, these will be directed in the first instance to MFAT as 
the lead for New Zealand’s involvement in the CBD. 

 Contact:  

 

Proa
cti

ve
ly 

rel
ea

se
d



 

Status Report 99 – week beginning 18 November 2019 – DOC 6127699        7 

 

2.7 Why does DOC block access to advocacy organisations?  

• On 21 October we advised you about DOC’s firewall categories in relation to an 
OIA request (19-E-0697).  You asked: “Why does DOC block access to 
advocacy organisations? Does this mean access to Greenpeace, WWF, Forest 
& Bird, etc. websites are blocked?” 

• We have reviewed our security arrangements and found no indication that 
access to these organisations is being blocked. 

• In order to restrict access from DOC IT systems to material that may be 
offensive, inappropriate for staff to access, or represent a risk to security, we 
procure an ‘off the shelf’ firewall from Fortinet. The firewall automatically blocks 
access to certain types of sites, such as those containing adult content and 
trading sites like TradeMe.  

• One of the categories blocked as part of the package is Advocacy 
Organisations. We are not sure how websites are identified for blocking under 
this category and it is not practicable for us to routinely review or approve the 
lists of sites blocked as the algorithms are complex, the lists are extensive, and 
the software is updated regularly. We can however unblock sites and do so 
when staff have a legitimate business need. 

• Following your enquiry, we searched the Advocacy Organisations sites list – 
and could not find organisations such as Forest and Bird, Federated Mountain 
Clubs, Greenpeace and WWF being blocked. 

• We tested access to a wide range of conservation-based websites, including 
those listed above, plus the links from those sites to other websites, and none 
were blocked.  We also checked and found no indication that emails to and from 
these organisations were being blocked. 

• We recognise that DOC staff have legitimate need for email correspondence 
with conservation advocacy organisation and to access information on their 
websites. Our review indicates that our IT security arrangements are not 
restricting this access and should instances be identified we have the ability to 
grant access. 

Contact:  
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3 Director-General Engagements 

November   

21 November Nga Whenua Rahui Komiti hui, Wellington 

23–24 Nov. Cropp River visit with NIWA – John Morgan and Rob Murdoch  
                          Cropp River/ Ivory Glacier 

28–29 Nov.  State Services Leadership Team Retreat, Brackenridge Martinborough 

30 Nov–1 Dec. Kea Summit, Te Anau 

December    

3 December Senior Leaders Hui, Royal Port Nicholson Yacht Club 

4 December GNS Science Celebration, Te Papa 

5 December Environment Select Committee Annual Review Parliament, Wellington 

5 December Meeting with Min Shane Jones, Bellamys 

5 December SSC End of Year Celebration, State Services Commission Wellington 

6 December Launch of Positive and Safe Workplaces, Wellington  

6–9 December Chatham Islands visit with Partners/CEs, Chathams 

10 December NZ Conservation Authority, Wellington  

11 December Ngāi Tahu/DOC Governance Meeting, Ngāi Tahu Offices Christchurch  

13 December Meet with Kirsti Luke, Tūhoe, Whakatane 

17 December DOC Wellington Xmas Party, Wellington 

January   

27 Jan–14 Feb. Lou annual leave, Rachel Bruce acting 

February   

13 February Chief Executive’s Environmental and Economic Forum, Wellington 

18 February DG Stakeholder BBQ, DOC Wellington 

19 February DOC/FENZ Leadership Teams meeting Fire and Emergency,  
                          The Terrace Wellington 

20 February State Sector Senior Leaders Retreat, Ohariu Wellington 

21 February NZ Conservation Authority, DOC Wellington 
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4 Addendum 

This section includes content that is sensitive or is being considered by the Minister of 

Conservation or other Ministers. This information is not being released proactively.  

Subject headings of content in this section are: 

• Predator Free 2050 Tools to Market – new contracts

• One Billion Trees application and pastoral lease

• Update on the NZ/Aotearoa Biodiversity State, Trend and Pressure technical 
document

• Air New Zealand “Where to next?” partnership campaign leverage activity on 
transporting NZ’s threatened species
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1 Standing and Priority Items 

1.1 RMA advocacy  

DOC’s recent RMA work is as follows: 

Appeals 

Amberfield Subdivision Environment Court Appeal 

• The Director-General has been a submitter and participant in the Council 
hearing on the Amberfield subdivision in south Hamilton. The Commissioners 
released their decision to grant resource consents on 1 November. 

• Within the Amberfield site is a population of NZ long-tail bats, which has the 
highest threat classification of ‘nationally critical’. The population is one of only 
three peri-urban long-tailed bat populations nationally and is in decline due to 
ongoing development and other pressures. 

• The Amberfield subdivision is the first subdivision to occur in the Peacocke 
Structure Plan area. This subdivision has the potential to set a precedent for 
subsequent applications in this area. We are engaging to help ensure the 
subdivision is undertaken in a way that will protect and enhance DOC’s priority 
values for this and future applications.   

• In principle, we are comfortable with the overall decisions by the hearing panel. 
Our concern is with the wording of consent conditions and how they give effect 
to the decision. There are a number of provisions in the consent conditions 
which do not provide certainty that long-tail bat biodiversity values at the site 
will be maintained and improved. An appeal is intended to be lodged on 22 
November 2019. 

Contact:   

1.2 Kauri dieback and myrtle rust 

Kauri dieback 

• Six tracks have been reopened following kauri dieback mitigation work. They 
were temporarily closed while the work was underway. 

• Five of the tracks were reopened on 15 November on Aotea/Great Barrier 
Island. The other track reopened on 18 November in Whangarei.  

Myrtle rust 

Germplasm review  

• DOC recently paused its germplasm and seed collection work to undertake a 
review of the collections to date.   

• The germplasm strategy identified that 542 seed collections are required to 
safely preserve the geographic genetic diversity of our native taxa (37 
Myrtaceae taxa and 1 dependent species). 

• For practical reasons, we initially set an operational framework of 384 
collections.  

• Following quality assurance, further work has been done to assess the 
adequacy of those collections and to compare it to the full germplasm 
requirements.  

• Success against the reduced operational framework of 384 collections is:  

o A total of 242 collections (63%) met the criteria of the framework and were 
sent to the seed bank.  

o Of the 242, 40 are adequate collections, 93 are partially complete, 78 are 
inadequate collections, and 31 are yet to have viability assessed. 

o 142 more collections would be required to complete this framework. 
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• When compared to the full conservation seed collection framework (542 
collections): 

o A total of 263 collections met the criteria of this broader framework and 
were sent to the seed bank.  

o Of the 263, 46 adequate, 99 are partially complete, and 87 are 
inadequate. 31 are yet to be assessed.  

o 279 collections are still required to complete this framework. 

• An adequate collection is where we are confident that enough viable seed 
representative of the genetic diversity of the sample population has been 
banked. A partial seed collection is where some aspect of the collection is 
causing concern and further seed collection may be required. Inadequate 
means the collection does not meet the minimum standard and further seed 
collection is required to ensure that the sampled population is sufficiently 
represented in the seed bank. 

• Early results from the draft report will be reported at the NZ Plant Conservation 
Network Conference in Wellington in the week beginning 25 November and at 
the NZ Ecological Society conference the following week.  

• We will provide you with the full report when complete.  

 

Iwi seed banking 

• DOC was invited to attend a powhiri arranged by Rangitāne o Manawatā as part 
of their joint Vision Mātauranga Capability Fund project with the New Zealand 
Indigenous Flora Seedbank, Muaūpoko Tribal Authority and Massey University. 

• The project is entitled “Building Capability to Secure Indigenous Flora Taonga: 
design, evolution and implementation of a partnership model of Seed Banking”.  

• Although DOC is not a partner in the project, we provided advice and context 
from our experience with the myrtle germplasm collections and our work with 
mana whenua. 

• We will continue to work with mana whenua, including work to complete some 
prioritised seed collections in Te Paki. 

Contact:   
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2 Updates 

2.1 Proposed response to offer by International Whaling Commission to 
review Hector’s and Māui dolphin risk assessment 

• The International Whaling Commission Scientific Committee (IWC-SC) held its 
annual meeting in Kenya from 10-22 May 2019. 

• Fisheries New Zealand sent a scientist to the meeting to present the Hector’s 
and Māui dolphin risk assessment work, which is being used to inform New 
Zealand’s domestic review of the Threat Management Plan. 

• The IWC-SC noted that it was unable to fully review the work during the meeting 
due to the depth and complexity of the risk assessment. It recommended that 
the risk assessment be reviewed independently between meetings and the 
review comments be considered at the May 2020 IWC-SC meeting. 

• New Zealand was asked to provide financial support of £51,500 for this review 
process . 

• The risk assessment has gone through a robust review process via government 
science working groups and an international expert panel. In addition, public 
consultation on management options has already occurred and Ministers are 
currently considering advice to inform their final decisions. 

• There are a number of research projects and new sources of data which 
agencies expect to deliver over the coming years. DOC, Fisheries New 
Zealand, and MFAT consider that it would be more useful to review the risk 
assessment methodology once those data are in hand. 

• We are likely to respond to the IWC-SC that we appreciate their offer but would 
like to take it up at a later date. 

• We will update you on our formal response to the IWC-SC as soon as possible. 

Contact:  
               

2.2 Te Arai stream weir: Environment Court decision 

• The New Zealand Fairy Tern Charitable Trust took Auckland Council to the 
Environment Court for Enforcement Orders under s314 and s319 of the 
Resource Management Act 1991. The court did not grant the orders. 

• The Trust is requesting that a structure, noted as a ‘dam’ or ‘weir’, in Te Arai 
stream be removed as it is having adverse impacts on fish passage and 
affecting the NZ fairy tern feeding grounds.  

• The structure installed in Te Arai stream is within the bed managed by LINZ, 
and surrounded by marginal strip managed by DOC. Neither agency was aware 
of the court action. 

• The weir was installed by Te Arai North Limited (TANL), who own the Tara Iti 
golf course to the north of the stream and exclusive housing land to the south 
of the stream. 

• We are working with Auckland Council, LINZ, the Trust and TANL to reach 
agreement on a process for removing the weir without adversely impacting the 
fairy tern nest. 

• We are concerned that releasing the weir now will cause downstream 
sedimentation that could adversely affect foraging or wash out a fertile NZ fairy 
tern nest. 

• We are recommending a precautionary approach with removal of the weir in 
March, after NZ fairy terns move to the Kaipara. 
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• The court directed that the parties update it by 29 November on any further 
action or responses to the court’s findings from them or other interested parties, 
such as DOC and LINZ. 

Contact:  
                

 

 

 

3 Director-General Engagements 

November   

28–29 Nov. State Services Leadership Team Retreat, Brackenridge, Martinborough 

30 Nov–1 Dec. Kea Summit, Te Anau 

December    

3 December Senior Leaders Hui, Royal Port Nicholson Yacht Club 

4 December Breakfast with Minister of Conservation, Dillingers 

4 December  GNS Science Celebration, Te Papa 

5 December  Environment Select Committee Annual Review, Parliament 

5 December  Meeting with Min Shane Jones, Bellamys 

5 December  SSC End of Year Celebration, State Services Commission Wellington 

6–9 December Chatham Islands visit with Partners/CEs Chathams 

10 December NZ Conservation Authority, Wellington  

11 December Ngāi Tahu/DOC Governance Meeting, Ngāi Tahu Offices, Christchurch  

13 December Meet with Kirsti Luke, Tūhoe, Whakatane 

17 December DOC Wellington Xmas Party, Wellington 

January   

27 Jan–14 Feb. Lou annual leave, Rachel Bruce acting 

February   

13 February Chief Executive’s Environmental and Economic Forum, Wellington 

18 February DG Stakeholder BBQ, DOC Wellington 

19 February DOC/FENZ Leadership Teams meeting, Fire and Emergency  
                          The Terrace Wellington 

20 February State Sector Senior Leaders Retreat, Ohariu, Wellington 

21 February NZ Conservation Authority, DOC Wellington 
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4 Addendum 

This section includes content that is sensitive or is being considered by the Minister of  

Conservation or other Ministers. This information is not being released proactively.  

 

Subject headings of content in this section are:  

 

• Predator Free 2050 Tools to Market – existing projects 

• Climate change impacts and implications for Waituna Lagoon, Southland 
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