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Kia ora koutou 

WSI Stewardship Land Review  

Comments on four land parcels by the Canterbury Aoraki Conservation Board 

1. Background

It been brought to the attention of the Canterbury Aoraki Conservation Board that four land parcels in the 

Otira Valley (as outlined below) are within the boundaries of the Aoraki Conservation Board. The 

Conservation Board rohe includes all of Arthurs Pass National Park and as a result the boundary has been 

drawn to include all the Otira Valley down to the confluence with the Taramakau River.  The Board’s 

comments on the National Panel recommendations and the Mana Whenua recommendations follow. 
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2. 2806316. Conservation Area - Taramakau River / Ōtira River 

This area of Ōtira riverbed and river flats is part of a wider reviewed unit that includes most of the 

Taramakau River. Apart from a few private land enclaves, the state highway and railway line, it covers most 

of the area between the western and eastern portions of the Arthur’s National Park down to the confluence 

with the Taramakau. It is a mixture of braided riverbed and grassy flats with broom and other weeds, with 

some regenerating areas. Parts of it are grazed with cattle.  

Disposal of the area would be undesirable as it is in an active floodplain.  Its current values do not encourage 

amalgamation with the Arthur’s National Park (even though it is in effect an enclave in the park). The 

mixture of exotic grassland with high weed prevalence and a history of grazing means it does not meet the 

usual criteria for National Park. The Mana Whenua panel does not support any national park additions 

through the Stewardship Land Review process. The reasons are outlined in the ‘Mana Whenua Panel 

Justification for Recommendation’ to be found in Recommendation Reports. 

Both the National Panel and the Mana Whenua Panel Recommendation is that the area be included in the 

proposed ‘Tarahanga e Toru Historic Reserve’. The justifications are provided in the recommendation report 

for the wider area which includes all land proposed to be added to a new Historic Reserve that recognises 

strong Ngai Tahu historical and cultural links to the area. While the assessment does not specifically mention 

Arthur’s Pass as a Ngai Tahu route in the justification, it is certainly a known historical route that was used by 

pre-European travellers.  

  

The Board supports the recommendation that the area be added to the ‘Tarahanga e Toru Historic Reserve.’ 

3. 2806321 Ōtira River Conservation Area 

This is a 0.34ha piece of largely native forest that adjoins the Main Highway and is surrounded on three sides 

by National Park. This is the National Panel recommendation and its justification.  

 



This is the Mana Whenua Panel’s recommendation 

 

This is an excerpt from the Mana Whenua Panel’s  justification for its recommendation 

 

The National Panel recommendation is based upon the area containing similar values to the contiguous 

National Park. The Mana Whenua Panel recommendation is based on a consistent position applied to all 

land in the WSI Stewardship Land Review, that the addition of any land to national parks in the Ngāi Tahu 

takiwā will not give effect to the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi.  

The Board recommends that this land parcel be added to Arthurs Pass National Park, once Te Rūnanga o 

Ngāi Tahu no longer opposes additions of land to national parks in the Ngāi Tahu takiwā 

4. 2806317 Conservation Area - Aickens Base 

The National Panel recommendation and justification is agreed to by the Mana Whenua Panel. The 

recommendation justification is:  

 

The Board supports the recommendation that the area is classified as a recreation reserve. 

 



5. 2806322 Otira Conservation Area 

This is a 26ha area that is like the surrounding national park. It contains the Otira Water supply intake and 

associated infrastructure and will be subject to ongoing maintenance. The National Panel recommends that 

the area be classified as local purpose (water supply) reserve rather than be added to the adjacent national 

park.  The Mana whenua Panel does not make a recommendation and does not support or oppose the 

National Panel recommendation. The National Panel justification is as follows:   

 

The Board supports the recommendation that the area is classified as a local purpose (water supply) reserve. 

 

Ngā mihi nui 

 

 
Eila Gendig, Chair 

Canterbury Aoraki Conservation Board 

Te Rūnanga Papa Atawhai o Waitaha me Aoraki 

 


