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29 June 2026 Ref: OIAD-6462

Téna koe [N

Thank you for your request to the Department of Conservation, received on 11 May 2026, in
which you asked for:

1. All briefings, reports, aide memoires, drafting instructions, policy advice, internal
analysis, Cabinet papers and Cabinet minutes relating to the development of the
proposed amendments to section 6 of the Conservation Act.

2. All correspondence relating to the proposed amendments to section 6 of the
Conservation Act (including emails, attachments, letters, meeting notes, text messages,
and Teams messages where held) between:

a. the Department of Conservation and ministerial offices; and/or
b. ministerial offices themselves,

3. Any documents identifying when the proposed amendments to section 6 were first
introduced into the policy or drafting process.

4. Any advice, analysis, or assessment regarding:

a. the implications of the section 6 amendments for biodiversity or conservation
outcomes;

b. consistency with the existing purpose and functions of the Conservation Act;

c. public or stakeholder consultation undertaken (or not undertaken) on the
amendments.

We have considered your request under the Official Information Act 1982.

On 14 May 2026, we transferred part of your request under section 14 of the Official Information
Act 1982, to the Office of the Minister of Conservation, as the information requested is not held
by the Department.

On 19 May 2026 you clarified (or refined) your request to:

1. remove question four; and

2. in question one, to remove your request for “internal analysis” and expand the remainder
of question one to include those categories of advice you have listed in question four.
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On 15 June 2026 we extended the timeframe to respond to your request to 29 June 2026 due to
the large quantity of information sought. At this time, we advised you that we expected to
proactively release materials relating to your request in late June. The proactive release of
these materials has been delayed but is expected within the next month.

| have decided to release the relevant parts of the documents as described in the appended
schedule of documents, subject to information being withheld under one or more of the following
sections of the Official Information Act, as applicable:

¢ personal contact details of officials, under section 9(2)(a) — to protect the privacy of
natural persons, including deceased people,

e advice subject to collective ministerial confidentiality, under section 9(f)(ii) — to maintain
the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect collective and individual
ministerial responsibility

e advice still under consideration, section 9(2)(f)(iv) — to maintain the current constitutional
conventions protecting the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers and officials,

o free and frank expression, under section 9(2)(g)(i) — to maintain the effective conduct of
public affairs,

¢ advice subject to legal privilege, under section 9(2)(h) - to maintain legal professional
privilege,

Please note, purely administrative drafts of Cabinet papers or Cabinet paper excerpts have been
withheld. These are instances where the only changes from other released drafts are things such
as grammar, spelling, or shifting of paragraph placement; this does not include where content has
been altered. We have noted where documents have been withheld for this reason in the
appended schedule of documents.

In making my decision, | have considered the public interest considerations in section 9(1) of the
Official Information Act and determined there are no public interests that outweigh the grounds
for withholding.

You are entitled to seek an investigation and review of my decision by writing to an Ombudsman
as provided by section 28(3) of the Official Information Act.

Please note that this letter (with your personal details removed) and attached documents may
be published on the Department’s website.




Naku noa, na

Angela Bell

Acting Director, Policy
Department of Conservation
Te Papa Atawhai



Schedule of documents

Item

Document description

Decision

Bundle 1: Briefings, Reports, Aide Memoires, Policy Advice, Cabinet paper talking points

Conservation Amendment Bill: Approval for Introduction

N/A 17 March 2025: ADVB-139 - Briefing: Further policy Soon to be proactively
approvals and draft Cabinet paper to introduce the released
Conservation Acts (Land Management and Other Matters)

Amendment Bill

N/A 17 March 2025: ADVB-139 - Briefing: Further policy Soon to be proactively
approvals and draft Cabinet paper to introduce the released
Conservation Acts (Land Management and Other Matters)

Amendment Bill — Attachment A

N/A 17 March 2025: ADVB-139 - Briefing: Further policy Soon to be proactively
approvals and draft Cabinet paper to introduce the released
Conservation Acts (Land Management and Other Matters)

Amendment Bill — Attachment B

N/A 22 August 2025: 25-B-0349 — Briefing: Draft Cabinet paper Soon to be proactively
seeking remaining policy decisions for Conservation Acts released
(Land Management) Amendment Bill

B.01 25 July 2025: Meeting with Minister Jones on Stewardship Released in full
Land

B.02 23 March 2026: [EXCERPT]: MOC Deep Dive: CALM Bill Released in part

B.03 30 April 2026: Talking points for Minister Bishop at LEG Released in part

N/A 30 June 2025: 25-K-0016 - Cabinet Paper Talking Points: Soon to be proactively
Modernising Conservation Land Management: Policy released
Approvals

N/A 12 September 2025: 25-K-0029 - Cabinet Paper Talking Soon to be proactively
Points: Further policy decisions for the Conservation Acts released
(Land Management) Amendment Bill

N/A 19 September 2025: 25-K-0029 - Cabinet Paper Talking Soon to be proactively
Points: Further policy decisions for the Conservation Acts released
(Land Management) Amendment Bill

N/A 29 September 2025: 25-K-0032 - Cabinet Paper Talking Soon to be proactively
Points: Further policy decisions for the Conservation Acts released
(Land Management) Amendment Bill

N/A 23 April 2026: 26-K-0008 - Cabinet Paper Talking Points: Soon to be proactively

released




Item Document description Decision \

N/A 24 April 2026: 26-K-0011 - Cabinet Paper Talking Points Soon to be proactively
Conservation Amendment Bill Approval for Introduction released
(Cabinet)

N/A 28 April 2026: 26-K-0011 - Cabinet Paper Talking Points — Soon to be proactively
Further talking points - Conservation Amendment Bill - released
Approval for Introduction

N/A 29 April 2026: 26-K-0011 — Cabinet Paper Talking Points — Soon to be proactively
Further Purpose Advice — Conservation Amendment Bill — released
Approval for Introduction - Attachment A - options table

N/A 29 April 2026: 26-K-0011 — Cabinet Paper Talking Points — Soon to be proactively
Further Purpose Advice — Conservation Amendment Bill — released
Approval for Introduction - Attachment B — Talking points

N/A 29 April 2026: 26-K-0011 — Cabinet Paper Talking Points — Soon to be proactively
Further Purpose Advice — Conservation Amendment Bill — released
Approval for Introduction - Attachment C - Diagram showing
the legislative landscape

N/A 1 May 2026: 26-K-0011 — Cabinet Paper Talking Points — Soon to be proactively
Purpose Related Changes — Conservation Amendment Bill - | released
Approval for Introduction

N/A 4 May 2026: DRAFT - Options for redrafting DOC'’s Withheld in full
recreation function

N/A 29 September 2026: Cabinet Paper: Further policy decisions | Soon to be proactively
for the Conservation Acts (Land Management) Amendment released
Bill

N/A 4 May 2026: Conservation Amendment Bill: Approval for Soon to be proactively
Introduction released

N/A 15 April: Supplementary Analysis Report Available publicly

Bundle 2: Cabinet minutes

N/A 25 June 2025: ECO-25-MIN-0096 Soon to be proactively
released

N/A 30 June 2025: CAB-25-MIN-0213.01 Soon to be proactively
released

M.01 CBC-25-SUB-0049 Released in part

M.02 22 September 2025: CBC-25-MIN-0049 Released in part




Item Document description Decision \
M.03 29 September 2025: CAB-25-MIN-0334 Report of the Released in part
Cabinet Business Committee Minute
N/A 29 September 2025: CAB-25-MIN-0334.01 Soon to be proactively
released
N/A 23 April 2026: LEG-26-MIN-0066 Soon to be proactively
released
M.04 28 April 2026: CAB-26-MIN-0134 Released in part
N/A 28 April 2026: CAB-26-MIN-0141 Soon to be proactively
released
M.05 30 April 2026: LEG-26-MIN-0073 Released in full
M.06 LEG-26-SUB-0066 Summary Released in part
M.07 LEG-26-SUB-0073 Summary Released in part
M.08 4 May 2026: CAB-26-MIN-0148 Report of the Cabinet Released in part
Legislation Committee
M.09 4 May 2026: CAB-26-MIN-0154 Minute Released in part
M.10 CAB-26-SUB-0141 Summary Released in part
M.11 CAB-26-SUB-0154 Summary Released in part

Bundie 3: Emails
Bundle 4: Email Attachments

E.O01 EMAIL: 26 June 2025: Cabinet paper talking points - Released in part
Modernising conservation land management

E.O1A | E.01 ATTACHMENT A: 25 June 2025: 25-K-0016 — Cabinet | Released in part
paper talking points — Modernising conservation land
management

E.01B | E.01 ATTACHMENT B: 25 June 2025: 25-K-0016 — Cabinet | Withheld — same as
paper talking points — Modernising conservation land E.O1A
management

E.01C | E.01 ATTACHMENT C: 26 June 2025: 25-K-0016 — Cabinet | Soon to be proactively
paper talking points — Modernising conservation land released
management

E.01D | E.01 ATTACHMENT D: 26 June 2025: 25-K-0016 — Cabinet | Soon to be proactively

paper talking points — Modernising conservation land
management

released




Item Document description Decision \

E.02 EMAIL: 2 July 2025: Minute attached - Modernising Released in part
Conservation Land Management

E.02A | E.02 ATTACHMENT A: CAB-25-MIN-0213.01 Minute Soon to be proactively

released

E.03 EMAIL: 14 July 2025: Communications pack — Access levy Released in part
and MCLM

E.03A | E.03 ATTACHMENT A: [EXCERPT] Communications pack — | Released in full
Access levy and MCLM

E.O4 EMAIL: 29 July 2026: For final fact check: Revised comms Released in part
pack to support Bill and access charging announcement

E.05 EMAIL: 1 August 2025: Revised proactive release material Released in part
for MCLM and access charging

E.O5A | E.05 ATTACHMENT A: Proactive release — Charging for Soon to be proactively
access to some public conservation land released

E.05B | E.05 ATTACHMENT B: Modernising Conservation Land Soon to be proactively
Management — Cabinet Paper, Cabinet Minute and RISs released

E.06 EMAIL: 25 August 2025: Draft Cabinet paper seeking Released in part
remaining decisions for CALM Amendment Bill

E.O6A | E.06 ATTACHMENT A: 22 August 2025: 25-B-0349 — Released in part
Briefing and Attachment 1 — Draft Cabinet paper seeking
remaining policy decisions for CALM Amendment Bill

E.06B | E.06 ATTACHMENT B: 22 August 2025: 25-B-0349 — Withheld — included in
Briefing — Draft Cabinet paper seeking remaining policy E.06A
decisions for CALM Amendment Bill

E.06C | E.06 ATTACHMENT C: 22 August 2025: Attachment 1 — Withheld — included in
Draft Cabinet Paper — Further policy decisions for CALM E.0O6A
Amendment Bill

E.06D | E.06 ATTACHMENT D: 22 August 2025: Attachment 1 — Withheld — included in
Draft Cabinet Paper — Further policy decisions for CALM E.06A
Amendment Bill

E.O6E | E.06 ATTACHMENT E: 25 August 2025: [EXCERPT] Draft Withheld — included in

Cabinet paper seeking remaining decisions for CALM
Amendment Bill

E.O6F




Item Document description Decision \

E.O6F E.06 ATTACHMENT F: 25 August 2025: [EXCERPT] Draft Released in part
Cabinet paper seeking remaining decisions for CALM
Amendment Bill — with tracked changes

E.06G | E.06 ATTACHMENT G: 25 August 2025: CRIS — Financial Withheld — out of scope
contribution for Treaty partner concession consultation —
Draft for circulation

E.O6H | E.06 ATTACHMENT H: 25 August 2025: RIS — Further Withheld — out of scope
decisions around competitive allocation of concessions —
draft for circulation

E.06I E.06 ATTACHMENT I: 25 August 2025: SIGNED — 25-B- Released in part
0349 — CALM Briefing and Draft Cabinet Paper

E.07.1 | EMAIL: 1 October 2025: CALM - Cabinet paper - Update Released in part

E.07.2 | EMAIL: 25 September 2025: CALM - Cabinet paper - Update | Released in part

E.O7TA | E.O7 ATTACHMENT A: 16 September 2025: [EXCERPT] Released in part
Draft Cabinet paper seeking remaining decisions for CALM
Amendment Bill

E.0O7B E.07 ATTACHMENT B: 16 September 2025: Letter of Advice | Withheld in full
— 12 August 2025

E.O7C | E.O7 ATTACHMENT C: 18 September 2025: Image 1 from Released in full
Ministers’ office containing comments on draft Cabinet paper

E.O7TD | E.O7 ATTACHMENT D: 18 September 2025: Image 2 from Withheld — out of scope
Ministers’ office containing comments on draft Cabinet paper

E.O7TE E.07 ATTACHMENT E: 18 September 2025: Image 3 from Withheld — out of scope
Ministers’ office containing comments on draft Cabinet paper

E.O7F E.07 ATTACHMENT F: 18 September 2025: Image 4 from Withheld — out of scope
Ministers’ office containing comments on draft Cabinet paper

E.07G | E.07 ATTACHMENT G: 18 September 2025: [EXCERPT] Withheld — same
Draft Cabinet paper seeking remaining decisions for CALM content as E.O7H
Amendment Bill

E.O7TH | E.O7 ATTACHMENT H: 18 September 2025: [EXCERPT] Released in part

Draft Cabinet paper seeking remaining decisions for CALM
Amendment Bill — with tracked changes




Item Document description Decision \
E.O07I E.07 ATTACHMENT I: 18 September 2025: [EXCERPT] Withheld — same
Draft Cabinet paper seeking remaining decisions for CALM content as E.O7H
Amendment Bill
E.07J E.07 ATTACHMENT J: 24 September 2025: Further Policy Released in part
Decisions for the CALM Amendment Bill - UPDATED
E.O7TK | E.07 ATTACHMENT K; 25 September 2025: Further Policy Released in part
Decisions for the CALM Amendment Bill
E.O7L E.07 ATTACHMENT L: 25 September 2025: Further Policy Withheld — same
Decisions for the CALM Amendment Bill content as E.Q07K
E.O7TM | E.O7 ATTACHMENT M: 25 September 2025: Further Policy Withheld — same
Decisions for the CALM Amendment Bill (tracked changes content as E.07K
since 9 am)
E.O7N | E.07 ATTACHMENT N: CBC-25-MIN-0049 Minute Withheld — same as
M.02
E.070 | E.07 ATTACHMENT O: CAB-25-MIN-0334.01 Minute Soon to be proactively
released
E.O7P | E.0O7 ATTACHMENT P: CAB-25-MIN-0334 Report of the Withheld — same as
Cabinet Business Committee Minute M.03
E.07Q | E.07 ATTACHMENT Q: CBC-25-MIN-0049 Minute Withheld — same as
M.02
E.O7R | E.O7 ATTACHMENT R: Further policy decisions for the Soon to be proactively
Conservation Acts (Land Management) Amendment Bill released
E.O8 EMAIL: 4 September 2025: Feedback from Ministerial Released in part
Consultation - Further policy decisions for the Conservation
Acts (Land Management) Amendment Bill
E.O8A | E.08 ATTACHMENT A: 3 September 2025 — 1.30pm: Draft Withheld — same
Cabinet paper — Further policy decisions for CALM content as E.08B
Amendment Bill
E.08B E.08 ATTACHMENT B: 3 September 2025 — 1.30pm: Draft Released in part
Cabinet paper — Further policy decisions for CALM
Amendment Bill (changes from consultation version)
E.08C | E.08 ATTACHMENT C: 3 September 2025 — 3.40pm: Draft Withheld — same

Cabinet paper — Further policy decisions for CALM
Amendment Bill

content as E.03B




Item Document description Decision \

E.08D | E.08 ATTACHMENT D: 4 September 2025 — 9am: Draft Withheld — same
Cabinet paper — Further policy decisions for CALM content as E.03B
Amendment Bill

E.O8E E.08 ATTACHMENT E: 4 September 2025 — 1.40pm: Draft Withheld — same
Cabinet paper — Further policy decisions for CALM content as E.03B
Amendment Bill

E.O8F E.08 ATTACHMENT F: 4 September 2025 — 4pm: Draft Released in part
Cabinet paper — Further policy decisions for CALM
Amendment Bill

E.09 EMAIL: 24 September 2025: CBC confirming Released in part
recommendations

E.09A | E.09 ATTACHMENT A: 22 September 2025: Email Withheld — same
attachment: “CALM — Cabinet paper — Update” content as E.Q7

E.09B | E.09 ATTACHMENT B: 23 September 2025: Financial Withheld — out of scope
contribution for Treaty partner consultation in concessions
processes

E.09C | E.09 ATTACHMENT C: 23 September 2025: Financial Withheld — out of scope
contribution for Treaty partner consultation in concessions
processes- V2

E.09D | E.09 ATTACHMENT D: 23 September 2025: Email Withheld — out of scope
attachment “CBC — confirming recommendations”

E.10.1 | EMAIL: 8 April 2026: For feedback: Conservation Legislation | Released in part
(Land Management) Amendment Bill

E.10.2 | EMAIL: 15 April 2026: For feedback: Conservation Released in part
Legislation (Land Management) Amendment Bill

E.10A | E.10 ATTACHMENT A: 1 April 2026: Conservation Withheld in full
Legislation (Land Management) Amendment Bill v8.0

E.10B | E.10 ATTACHMENT B: 8 April 2026: Conservation Withheld in full
Legislation (Land Management) Amendment Bill —
consultation version

E.10C | E.10 ATTACHMENT C: 8 April 2026: [EXCERPT] DDS for Released in full

Conservation Legislation (Land Management) Amendment
Bill




Item Document description Decision \

E.10D | E.10 ATTCHMENT D: 14 April 2026: Appendix A — Policy Withheld — out of scope
decisions for Cabinet

E.10E E.10 ATTACHMENT E: 14 April 2026: [EXCERPT] Appendix | Released in part
B - Delegated decisions made by MOC

E.10F E.10 ATTACHMENT F: 14 April 2026: [EXCERPT] Cabinet Released in part
paper - Conservation Amendment Bill - Approval for
Introduction

E.10G | E.10 ATTCHMENT G: 14 April 2026: Appendix A — Policy Withheld — out of scope
decisions for Cabinet (tracked)

E.10H | E.10 ATTCHMENT H: 14 April 2026: [EXCERPT] Appendix B | Released in part
- Delegated decisions made by MOC (tracked)

E.10l E.10 ATTACHMENT I: 14 April 2026: [EXCERPT] Cabinet Withheld — same
paper - Conservation Amendment Bill - Approval for content as E.10F
Introduction (tracked).

E.10J E.10 ATTACHMENT J: 15 April 2026: Appendix A — Policy Withheld — out of scope
decisions for Cabinet (tracked)

E.10K E.10 ATTACHMENT K: 15 April 2026: [EXCERPT] Appendix | Released in part
B - Delegated decisions made by MOC

E.10L E.10 ATTACHMENT L: 15 April 2026: [EXCERPT] Cabinet Withheld — same
paper - Conservation Amendment Bill - Approval for content as E.10F
Introduction

E.11 EMAIL: 23 April 2026: Notes from the Minister of Withheld in full
Conservation on the drafting of the purpose-related changes -
1

E.12 EMAIL: 23 April 2026: Notes from the Minister of Withheld in full
Conservation on the drafting of the purpose-related changes -
2

E.13 EMAIL: 24 April 2026: 26-K-0011 - Cabinet Paper Talking Released in part
Points: Conservation Amendment Bill: Approval for
Introduction (Cabinet)

E.13A | E.13 — ATTACHMENT A: 26-K-0011 — Cabinet paper talking | Released in part

points — Conservation Amendment Bill — Approval for
Introduction (Cabinet) (sent 1.08)




Item Document description Decision \
E.13B E.13 — ATTACHMENT B: 26-K-0011 — Cabinet paper talking | Withheld — same as
points — Conservation Amendment Bill — Approval for E.13A
Introduction (Cabinet) (sent 1.08)
E.13C | E.13 — ATTACHMENT C: 26-K-0011 — Cabinet paper talking | Soon to be proactively
points — Conservation Amendment Bill — Approval for released
Introduction (Cabinet) (sent 1.30)
E.13D | E.13 — ATTACHMENT D: 26-K-0011 — Cabinet paper talking | Soon to be proactively
points — Conservation Amendment Bill — Approval for released
Introduction (Cabinet) (sent 1.30)
E.14 EMAIL: 24 April 2026: Final - CAB Cabinet Advice Released in part
E.14A | E.14 ATTACHMENT A: 24 April 2026: 26-K-0011 - Cabinet Released in part
Paper Talking Points Conservation Amendment Bill Approval
for Introduction (Cabinet) (Amended by Ministers’ office and
returned to DOC)
E.15 EMAIL: 28 April 2026: Conservation Amendment Bill - Released in part
Meeting with Min Potaka and Attorney-General prior to
Thursday
E.15A | E.15 ATTACHMENT A: 27 April 2026: Attorney-General aide | Withheld in full
memoire: Conservation Amendment Bill
E.15B | E.15 ATTACHMENT B: 24 April 2026: 26-K-0011 - Cabinet Withheld — same as
Paper Talking Points Conservation Amendment Bill Approval | E.14A
for Introduction (Cabinet)(Amended by Ministers’ office and
returned to DOC)
E.15C | E.15 ATTACHMENT C: 24 April 2026: Follow-up talking Soon to be proactively
points released
E.16 EMAIL: 29 April 2026: Further purpose advice Released in part
E.16A | E.16 ATTACHMENT A: 29 April 2026: 26-K-0011 — Cabinet Soon to be proactively
Paper Talking Points — Further Purpose Advice — released
Conservation Amendment Bill — Approval for Introduction -
Attachment A - Options table
E.16B | E.16 — ATTACHMENT B: 29 April 2026: 26-K-0011 — Cabinet | Soon to be proactively

Paper Talking Points — Further Purpose Advice —
Conservation Amendment Bill — Approval for Introduction -
Attachment B — Talking points

released




Item Document description Decision \

E.16C | E.16 — ATTACHMENT C: 29 April 2026: 26-K-0011 — Cabinet | Soon to be proactively
Paper Talking Points — Further Purpose Advice — released
Conservation Amendment Bill — Approval for Introduction -
Attachment C - Diagram showing the legislative landscape

E.17 EMAIL: 30 April: CLO involvement in purpose advice Released in part

E.17A | E.17 — ATTACHMENT A: 30 April 2026 — Further talking Released in part
points — functions

E.18 EMAIL: 1 May 2026: Conservation Amendment Bill: Further Released in part
talking points re. purpose for Cabinet on May 4

E.18A | E.18 — ATTACHMENT A: 1 May 2026: Purpose talking points | Soon to be proactively
- Cabinet 4 May 2026 released

E.19 EMAIL: 4 May 2026: Drafting tidy up for recreation function Released in part

E.20 EMAIL: 5 May 2026: CAB: Draft advice on recreation function | Released in part

E.20A | E.20 ATTACHMENT A: Recreation function drafting options Withheld in full

E.21 EMAIL: 7 May 2026: CALM — Commission — Introduction Released in part
materials

E.21A | E.21 — ATTACHMENT A: Legislative Statement: Publicly available
Conservation Amendment Bill

E.22 EMAIL: 8 May 2026: Draft CAB First reading speech and Released in part
legislative statement

E.22A | E.22 — ATTACHMENT A: 21 April 2026: Draft media release - | Withheld — out of scope
Landmark Conservation Reform Bill introduced to boost
economy and protect nature

E.22B | E.22 ATTACHMENT B: 21 April 2026: [EXCERPT] CAB Released in full
introduction - key messages for external audiences 21 April

E.22C | E.22 ATTACHMENT C: 21 April 2026: [EXCERPT] Q&A Released in full

E.22D | E.22 — ATTACHMENT D: MOC Media Statement April 2026 | Withheld — out of scope

E.22E E.22 — ATTACHMENT E: 7 May 2026: Revised messaging — | Released in full

purpose of the Conservation Amendment Bill

Bundle 5: Texts




Document description

Decision

T.01 Texts between Rose Austen and Bryan Dunne Released in part
T.02 Texts between Hon Tama Potaka and Byan Dunne Released in part
T.03 Texts between MOC private secs and Bryan Dunne Released in part
T.04 Text between Kayla Wilson and Sam Thomas Released in part
T.05 Text between Kayla Wilson and Sam Thomas Released in part
Drafting instructions

N/A 19 documents containing drafting instructions Withheld in full




