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Kayla Mahon

From: Ruth Isaac

Sent: Monday, 18 August 2025 9:29 am

To: Kirsty Cameron; Rebecca Worthington

Cc: Siobhan Quayle; Kayla Mahon

Subject: RE: Lower Selwyn Hutts Concession Activity Fees

Thanks for this.  That’s helpful and I can sign off with this info (it would have been good to include this in the 
memo, since you set out the options but didn’t explain why you were recommending one of them….) 
 
Ngā mihi 

Ruth 

 

Ruth Isaac 

DDG Policy and Regulatory Services  

Department of Conserva�on 

Mobile

 
 

From: Kirsty Cameron <kcameron@doc.govt.nz>  

Sent: Wednesday, 13 August 2025 10:41 am 

To: Rebecca Worthington <rworthington@doc.govt.nz> 

Cc: Siobhan Quayle <squayle@doc.govt.nz>; Kayla Mahon <kmahon@doc.govt.nz> 

Subject: RE: Lower Selwyn Hutts Concession Activity Fees 

 
Hi Bex, 
 
In response to Ruth’s question on the attachment: 
 
The recommendation to apply an activity fee based on square metre (m²) rates, rather than 6% of land value, 
for hut/bach accommodation concessions is supported by the following considerations: 

 Minimum Fee Benchmark: Since 2021, a consistent minimum fee of $2,000 has been applied to 
private baches. While this figure is likely due for review to reflect inflation and market changes, it 
underscores that a fee based on 6% of land value ($1,300 per annum) is likely undervalued and 
does not align with current expectations or market realities. 

 Use of m² Rates: The m² rates outlined in the price book are the preferred method for setting fees 
where land value calculations may be over- or under-valued. These rates were established 
following a 2023 category review that specifically examined the market value of accommodation 
activities. They are consistent with fees applied in comparable areas and provide a more accurate 
reflection of market value. 

 Previous Fee Setting Practice: Historically, fees have been set at 6.5% of an independently 
assessed land value. However, due to time constraints in the current process, a formal valuation 
has not been undertaken. 

The decision to use 6% of land value as a benchmark reflects the absolute minimum fee that should be 
applied in the absence of a market-based assessment. This method offers a reasonable conditional value to 
discount the assessed market rate to, should an annual bond payment be made, and strikes a fair balance 
between affordability and value recognition. 
 
Many thanks 
Kirsty  
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From: Joanne Dixon <jdixon@doc.govt.nz>  

Sent: Tuesday, 12 August 2025 11:52 am 

To: Kirsty Cameron <kcameron@doc.govt.nz> 

Cc: Siobhan Quayle <squayle@doc.govt.nz>; Kayla Mahon <kmahon@doc.govt.nz> 

Subject: Lower Selwyn Hutts Concession Activity Fees 

 
Hi Kirsty, 
 
Ruth has approved subject to your response on fee approach – comments scanned and attached. Can you 
share your response with Bex. 
 
Thanks, 
Jo 
 

From: noreply@doc.au.uniflowonline.com <noreply@doc.au.uniflowonline.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, 12 August 2025 11:38 am 

To: Joanne Dixon <jdixon@doc.govt.nz> 

Subject: uniFLOW Online: Scan - Joanne Dixon 2025-08-12 11:35 

 

Dear user, 

Your scanned document has been processed. Please find the result attached to this email. 

 

Please do not reply to this message. 

uniFLOW Online Cloud Service Terms 
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