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D. Fees and costs  
Processing Fees: 

Section 60B of the Conservation Act contains the statutory provisions regarding processing fees. 

The Department recovers all direct and indirect costs to process an access arrangement application from 
an Applicant regardless of whether an application is approved or declined. The cost of processing an 
access arrangement depends on whether the application is classified as low, medium, or high impact.   

The estimated processing fee for straightforward low impact applications (eg, suction dredging) is $2,150 
plus GST ($2,472.50 including GST). If the application is complex or medium/high impact then further 
costs would be incurred. In this situation you will be sent an estimate. 

Medium impact applications can cost in the range of $3,000 to $30,000 plus GST. The majority of 
medium impact applications (eg, small/medium scale alluvial gold mining and drilling at numerous 
locations) generally cost in the range of $4,000 to $8,000 plus GST. You will be sent an estimate of 
costs. 

High impact applications can cost from $50,000 to more than $100,000 plus GST.  You will be sent an 
estimate of costs 

Applicants are also entitled to request an estimate of costs at any point but the Department may impose 
a charge for preparing such an estimate. Estimates are not binding. 

The Department will ordinarily invoice the Applicant for processing fees after a decision has been made 
on the application but in some cases interim invoices will be issued. If at any stage an application is 
withdrawn the Department shall invoice the Applicant for the costs incurred by the Department up to that 
point.  Applicants are required to pay the processing fees within 28 days of receiving an invoice. The 
Director-General is entitled to recover any unpaid fees as a debt.  

The Director-General of Conservation has discretion to reduce or waive processing fees. 

The Department may obtain further information either from the applicant or from any other relevant 
source in order to process the application. The applicant will be advised of any information obtained from 
other sources. The cost of obtaining such information will be charged to and recovered from the 
applicant. The applicant will be informed as soon as practicable from receipt of the application if further 
information is required before this application form can be fully processed by the Department.  

Bond: 

If your application is approved, you will be required to lodge a bond with the Department prior to carrying 
out any activities under your access arrangement 

Ongoing Fees: 

If your application is approved, you will also be required to pay annual fees throughout the term of your 
access arrangement. These are:  

• Compensation fee(s); and/or 
• Monitoring fee(s) (if required) to cover the cost of monitoring the effects of your activity; and/or 
• Cost recovery fee(s) for processing Annual Work Programme and/or Management Plan 

approvals, bond submission/release and general file administration. 
Please contact the Hokitika Permissions team, as on page 1 of this document, to discuss the applicable 
bond, fee(s) and processing timeframe for the application. 

 








