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• Provisions which override the National Parks Act – DOC has now received 
a draft legislation for your proposed amendment to the Game Animal 
Council (GAC) Act 2013 to provide certainty that a Herd of Special Interest 
(HOSI) can be established in a National Park. It would mean HOSI 
animals will not be subject to the National Parks Act requirement to 
“exterminate introduced animals as far as possible.” The MOC may be 
concerned about how conservation stakeholders will react to this change. 
You will be able to explain that no changes will be made to the National 
Parks Act, and that conservation outcomes are protected through the GAC 
Act. Stakeholders will also be involved in the statutory discussion process.  

• Fiordland National Park as a part of the Te Wahipounamu - South West 
New Zealand World Heritage Area (WHA) – As Minister responsible for 
New Zealand’s World Heritage responsibilities, the MOC may seek 
reassurance that a HOSI (if progressed) for wapiti deer will not impact the 
region’s status as a WHA. It is possible stakeholders may raise concerns 
after your legislative amendment becomes public. A full assessment of 
potential impacts from a HOSI would be conducted during the statutory 
consultation period, which will include discussion with stakeholders. Any 
potential impacts would be considered in the final design of a HOSI. Given 
the proposed outcomes sought by a HOSI, we believe it is unlikely that 
there is any significant risk of the HOSI affecting the WHA status of the 
region. 
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MEMO ENDS 
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Attachment A: Talking Points 
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