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Tēnā koe  

 

Thank you for your request to the Department of Conservation, received on 27 November 

2024, in which you asked for: 

 

Internal policy documents and official publications that detail the following: 

 

1. Policy governing how staff and contractors store firearms when staying at publicly 

accessible DOC huts. Include how these firearms are to be stored when at a hut. 

2. Any guidance related to how individual firearms owners who are lawfully hunting, 

should manage/store their firearms when staying in a hut. 

3. What advice did the firearms safety authority provide in the drafting of these 

documents. 

 

We have considered your request under the Official Information Act 1982. 

 

 

Your questions and our responses are listed below: 

 

1. Policy governing how staff and contractors store firearms when staying at publicly 

accessible DOC huts. Include how these firearms are to be stored when at a hut. 

 

The DOC Firearms Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) provides procedures and 

standards for DOC staff and contractors working with firearms in the course of DOC 

work. The following SOP section applies to storage during operations on public 

conservation land or elsewhere: 

 

“When using firearms on public conservation land or other locations the security of a firearm is 

the sole responsibility of the firearm owner/user (DOC employee or contractor). When the 

securing of a firearm is required because it will not always be in the immediate possession of 

the user, such as when using DOC huts overnight, the following must be observed: 

• Where able a bolt, or other vital part must be removed from the firearm to make it 

inoperable and must be retained by the firearm user on their person. 






