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Overview 
The Department of Conservation undertakes continuous stoat and cat control; and periodic rat and 
possum control when required within the Eglinton Valley to protect a range of threatened species.  
 
This report summarises the animal pest control and result monitoring carried out in the Eglinton 
Valley between September 2015 and September 20161. Pest species that were targeted for control 
during the 2015/16 season included stoats, rats, possums and cats. Outcome monitoring and 
translocations are not covered herein.  Note that this is the first summary report produced since the 
2012/13 annual report DOCDM-1222347, so there is a gap in the timeline. 
 
In brief, two mohua translocations took place in the Eglinton during 2015/16.  A transfer of 79 
mohua from Anchor Island to Kiosk Creek on 14-15 October 2015, and a further 101 from Anchor on 
the 17-18 October 2016.  Long-term species monitoring, including short-tailed and long-tailed bats, 
was ongoing during 2015-16.  For details pertaining to species monitoring and management, please 
refer to the End of season report (Tier 1) DOC-2752046 and Short tailed bat report 2016 - DOC-
2774024. 
 
Stoat control has been carried out in the Eglinton Valley in its current form continuously since 1998, 
and traps have been checked and rebaited four-six weekly (up to 9 times per annum). The stoat trap 
network was expanded and intensified from 365 traps in 2014/15 to 420 in August 2016 with 55 
additional tunnels deployed between Marian Corner and Monkey Creek2 by Shinji Kameyama (DOC) 
(see map - Appendix 1).  
 
Rodent and mustelid abundance is monitored using standard tracking tunnel methods, and is 
typically carried out quarterly each year.  Seedfall monitoring is reported nationally, with sampling 
points set up in February and results collected in May.  These results are reported herein. 
 
Following the 2016 beech masting event, an aerial 1080 operation was undertaken in the Eglinton 
Valley on 14 October 2016 targeting rats, stoats and possums.  The ground control bait station grid 
was not activated. 

 

Stoat Control 
The network in the Eglinton Valley is comprised of mostly double-set stainless DOC 150/200 traps, 
and a few lines of old style single-set DOC 200 traps (True right line, Mistake Creek and part of the 
Valley floor). The servicing of the stoat traps was tendered out to different trapping contractors over 
the period covered by September 2015-16. Mainly Fauna Ltd (Iris Broeksma) completed nine trap 
checks between June 2015 and June 2016, servicing 365 traps.  Huntsman Ltd (Ben Crouchley) 
recently secured the contract for July 2016 to July 2017.  Ben has completed two trap checks to date, 
servicing a total of 420 traps (incl the additional 55 traps on the MM line).  He has replaced the 
roadside traps from Deer flat to the entrance of the National Park, and plans to replace the DOC 200 
single sets on the True right by December 2016.  Further funding is needed to replace single sets 
along Mistake Creek and the remaining Valley floor. 

 

Excluding the 55 new traps on the MM line, a total of 73 stoats and 624 rats were caught in the 
existing 365 traps between September 2015-16 (Figure 1).  One stoat and 45 rats were caught on the 

 
1 Some data is from the months of August 2015 or August 2016 rather than September. 
 
2 Refer to this as the MM line. 
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Rat and Possum Control: aerial 1080 
The level of beech seeding recorded during autumn 2016 was sufficient to drive an increase in rodent 
numbers and an aerial 1080 operation took place in the Eglinton on 14-15 October 2016.  The outcome 
and result monitoring data are pending and the relative success of the operation will be determined once 
the data has been analysed.  
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Plans for 2016/17  

 
Continue 

 

• stoat and cat trapping (including maintenance) 
Trap checks will be carried out by Ben Crouchley from Huntsman Ltd and at least 9 trap rounds will 
be made by 1 July 2017.  

• beech seed monitoring, between February and May annually .   
This will be carried out by Iris Broeksma from Mainly Fauna Ltd and managed by George Ledgard, 
Senior Ranger, Te Anau. 

• rodent and stoat monitoring, using tracking tunnels quarterly.   
This will be carried out by Iris Broeksma from Mainly Fauna Ltd and managed by George Ledgard, 
Senior Ranger, Te Anau. 

 

Action 

 

• Single set trap replacements  
Trap replacements for True Right single sets planned for completion by Dec 2016.  If funding/trap 
boxes are available for replacing remaining single sets at Mistake and/or Valley floor, these will be 
replaced early in 2017.  Site lead to liaise with Ben Crouchley from Huntsman ltd. 
 

• Real Journeys $10K Sponsorship for Kaka Protection – adding additional trapping to the network 
-Site lead to liaise with Lindsay Wilson in regard to how this $10K is to be spent before July 2017.   
-Determine if there are expectations around “Interpretive panels” as outlined in the original bid. 
-Initial thoughts are to extend current true right line to Smithy Creek.   
 
Options to spend $10K include but are not limited to:   

 
Note: $10K will purchase 65 DOC200 double sets at $155 ex GST per unit. 
 

o $10K for DOC 200 double sets excluding trap layout.  Traps laid out in the next financial year 
and Real Journeys to cover layout costs and trap checking for 2017/18 PLUS further 
extension of the network.  

o $10K for DOC 200 double sets including trap layout.  No trap checking in Year 1. Real 
Journeys to cover trap checking for 2017/18 PLUS further extension of the network.  

o $10K for DOC 200 double sets including trap layout and first trap check.  Traps laid out and 
checked in year 1, but fewer traps on the ground. Real Journeys to cover trap checking for 
2017/18 PLUS further extension of the network. 

 

Investigate 
 

• cat control 
including targeted, periodic leghold trapping, cat detection dog use, and other techniques such as 
PAPP operations (i.e. review status).  Liaise with James Reardon, Science Advisor, Threats and 
herpetology, Te Anau, at jreardon@doc.govt.nz, DDI +64 3 249 0255, Mobile  

• increased weasel numbers 
explore implications of increased weasel numbers on local native wildlife 
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APPENDIX 1 - MAPS 

 

Overview map: Existing Eglinton Valley Stoat Traps (n=365, black dots) and new MM line – Marian Cnr to 

Monkey Creek (n=55, red dots) 

 

Zoomed -  MM line, Marian Cnr to Monkey Creek (n=55, red dots) 
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Zoomed -  Map A of Northern Eglinton Valley Stoat Traps (black dots) 

 

Zoomed -  Map B of Middle Eglinton Valley Stoat Traps (black dots) 
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Zoomed -  Map C of Lower Eglinton Valley Stoat Traps (black dots) 

Map D of Eglinton Valley Cat Traps (n = 33) (red dots) and DOC 250 Ferret traps (n = 8) (navy dots) 
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