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3. RESULTS 

 

 

 At most sites nitrate concentrations were well above the guideline of 1.5 mg/L; 

nitrate is unlikely to be limiting plant growth at such levels. In addition, nitrate concentrations 

exceeded the national bottom line toxicity limit of 6.9 mg/L at four sites (two farm drains and 

two rated drains, Table 2).  
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Figure 1:  Water quality sampling locations (red triangles) and the Ararira / LII River catchment (black outline). 
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