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Tēnā koe  
 
Thank you for your request to the Department of Conservation, received on 23 January 
2024, in which you asked for: 
 

1. How many kea nationwide have died in the past decade (recorded deaths)? (Car, 
shot, 1080 etc) 

2. How many on the West Coast? 
3. Can I see a break down of where, and cause of death please? 
4. What is the current nationwide population estimate? 
5. What was it a decade ago? 

 
We have considered your request under the Official Information Act 1982. Your questions 
and our responses are listed below: 
 

1. How many kea nationwide have died in the past decade (recorded deaths)? (Car, 
shot, 1080 etc) 
  

A record of all dead kea submitted for necropsy to the wildlife postmortem service at Massey 
University shows a total of 149 dead kea between 1 January 2014 and 25 January 2024. See 
Table 1 below. It is important to note that many kea die far from human view and their deaths 
are not known or recorded. Further, not every dead kea recovered is able to be submitted for 
necropsy, the reason being, sometimes the carcasses are too decomposed to be examined 
for a cause of death. Where kea die with radio transmitters attached, the dead kea is almost 
certain to be located and the cause of death identified more likely to be able to be 
established. The primary reason that the Department of Conservation has monitored kea 
using radio transmitters during the past 10 years is to monitor their fate during 1080 
operations. Taking these factors into consideration, the necropsy records are likely to be 
heavily biased towards kea that die either close to human occupation (usually due to a 
human-related cause), or, as the result of a 1080 operation where radio-monitoring was 
carried out at the time of the 1080 operation.  
 
Radio transmitter studies show that the annual survival rates of kea are higher in areas 
where there is predator control using aerial 1080 compared with areas where predators are 
not controlled. 
 








