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Tēnā koe  
 
Thank you for your request to the Department of Conservation, received on 14 January 2024, 
in which you asked for: 
 

All communications, including reports and investigations, into the effect the Sail GP 
race will have on dolphins in Lyttelton Harbour. 
 

We have considered your request under the Official Information Act 1982. 
 
The high-speed yacht racing event SailGP is returning to Whakaraupō/Lyttelton Harbour on 
23 and 24 March 2024. 
 
Race organisers do not require a permit or permission from the Department to hold the event.  
The Department’s role is to advocate for the protection of marine mammals, and to carry out 
compliance functions if any incidents involving protected wildlife were to occur.  
 
Following the 2023 event we undertook two investigations regarding the Marine Mammal 
Protections Regulations 1992.  We could not be certain of any breaches. 
 
The Department of Conservation is currently providing feedback on SailGP’s 2024 Marine 
Mammal Management Plan to advocate for the protection of the marine mammals based on 
what the Department and local iwi learnt from the 2023 event. 
 
The documents listed in the document schedule at the end of this letter fall within the scope of 
your request. 
 
I have decided to release the relevant parts of the documents listed below, subject to 
information being withheld under one or more of the following sections of the Official 
Information Act, as applicable: 
 

• personal contact details of officials, under section 9(2)(a) – to protect the privacy of 
natural persons, including deceased people; 








