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OIAD-3353 

19 September 2023 
 
 

 

 
 

   
 
Tēnā koe  
 
Thank you for your request to the Department of Conservation, received on 22 August 2023, 
in which you asked for the following information in relation to the Kawau Island Historic Reserve 
(the Historic Reserve): 
 

“…copies of the gazette notice that created the historic reserve and any documents 
relating to [its] creation (ie I understand it was created as a Historical Representation 
of Colonial New Zealand). 
 
…any documents showing “principle and primary purpose” of the creation of the 
reserve.” 

 
We have considered your request under the Official Information Act 1982. 
 
Context 
 
As context for my response, I note that the acquisition of land to form the bulk of the Historic 
Reserve, and its classification and gazettal as a historic reserve under the Reserves Act 1977, 
was undertaken by the former Department of Lands & Survey. That Department had a role to 
service and support the former Hauraki Gulf Maritime Park Board. Both entities committed a 
lot of resources to the effort to protect Mansion House and acquire surrounding land to form 
the Historic Reserve, which was a feature of the former Hauraki Gulf Maritime Park. 
 
The Department of Conservation was established in 1987, and at the same time the 
Department of Lands and Survey was abolished. The Hauraki Gulf Maritime Park Board was 
abolished in 1990. With the passage of time the archival records of both the Department of 
Lands and Survey and the Hauraki Gulf Maritime Park Board have transferred to Archives New 
Zealand and are no longer held by the Department of Conservation. 
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Response 
 
I will address each part of your request in turn below: 
 

1. Copies of the gazette notice that created the historic reserve and any documents 
relating to [its] creation.  
 

Copies of notices in the New Zealand Gazette relating to the Historic Reserve are attached as 
Item 1. Gazette notice 1982/3395 gives effect to the classification of the reserve land as a 
Historic Reserve. (Note that the same gazette notice also gives effect to the classification of 
the Smeltinghouse Bay Historic Reserve and Schoolhouse Bay Recreation Reserve, both also 
located on Kawau Island.) 
 
Three other Gazette notices are also included under Item 1. These relate to reclassification of 
a Recreation Reserve to a Historic Reserve (notice 1985/400), transfer of an unformed legal 
road from the former Rodney District Council to the Crown (notice 1990/3171) and inclusion of 
certain additional parcels of land into the Historic Reserve (notice 1993/1308).  
 
As noted above, the creation of the Historic Reserve in 1982 predates the establishment of the 
Department of Conservation in 1987. We no longer hold the original records from that time and 
they are now held by Archives New Zealand.  
 
You are free to contact Archives New Zealand to enquire about searching their records for any 
records related to the classification and gazettal of the Historic Reserve, and to make 
arrangements to view any records at their premises. You can also search public records on 
their website at www.archives.govt.nz. 
 
Archives New Zealand’s Auckland office can be contacted on phone 09 270 1100 or email 
auckland.archives@dia.govt.nz. 
 
We do hold records that relate to the later addition of land to the Historic Reserve in 1993 
(notice 1993/1308), and these are attached as Item 2. These records comprise a submission 
to the Regional Conservator recommending reclassification of certain areas and their addition 
to the Historic Reserve and an associated plan showing the relevant land parcels.  The 
resulting Gazette notice is included as the final record in Item 1 (notice 1993/1308).  

 
2. Any documents showing “principle and primary purpose” of the creation of the reserve. 

  
As I noted in my response to Part 1 of your request above the Department no longer holds the 
original records relating to the establishment of the bulk of the Historic Reserve. I am therefore 
unable to provide the information you requested as the Department does not hold this  
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Table 1 - Schedule of documents  
 
Item Date Document description Decision 
1 14 January 1985 

15 August 1990 
23 August 1992 
11 May 1993 

Gazette notices Released in full 
 

2 1 March 1993 Submission plus plan Released in full 
 

3 23 December 1977 Section 18 Reserves Act 1977 Released in full 
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Item 1: Kawau Island Historic Reserve - Gazette Notices  
 
 
 
1982/3395 
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1985/400 
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1990/3171 
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1993/1308 
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Item 3: Excerpt from Reserves Act 1977 showing Section 18, 
Historic Reserves  
 
(For the full text of the Reserves Act 1977, see: 
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1977/0066/latest/DLM4443
05.html?src=qs ) 
 

 
 




