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OIAD-3425 

13 October 2023  
 

 
  

   
 
Tēnā koe  
 
Thank you for your request to the Department of Conservation, received on 15 September 
2023, in which you asked for: 
 

1. All reports, data and meeting minutes concerning the outcome of the first aerial 
poisoning of the Wet Jacket area in Fiordland, and concerning the justification, 
planning and outcome of the second aerial poisoning of this area. 

2. All reports on the management and monitoring of wildlife in the Landsborough 
Valley area from 2020 onwards. 

 
We have considered your request under the Official Information Act 1982. 
 
Your questions and our responses are listed below: 
 

1. All reports, data and meeting minutes concerning the outcome of the first aerial 
poisoning of the Wet Jacket area in Fiordland, and concerning the justification, 
planning and outcome of the second aerial poisoning of this area. 

As you may be aware, in 2017, DOC started monitoring southern Fiordland tokoeka kiwi at 
Shy Lake, between Wet Jacket Arm and Breaksea Sound. The goal was to gather data 
before and after an aerial 1080 operation to ensure we are controlling predators in the most 
effective away to save the most kiwi across large, remote areas of Fiordland. 

Over three years, none of the 34 tokoeka kiwi chicks being monitored at Shy Lake survived 
to adulthood - most were victims of stoats. 

In 2020, the Shy Lake area was treated with 1080 for the first time and predator numbers 
were heavily reduced. Following the operation, there was a clear improvement in the number 
of chicks making it to safe weight. 

After the first aerial application, chick survival increased by 20% in the first two years. Then, 
as large numbers of predators re-invaded the area, the survival rate of kiwi began to fall 
again. Based on expert technical advice, another operation took place on 14 and 15 June 
2023. 

Tracking tunnel monitoring immediately after the operation showed 0% TTI (Tracking Tunnel 
Index) for rodents and 0% for mustelids. Rodent monitoring on 4 September 2023 again 
showed 0% TTI. Outcome monitoring results will be available in mid-2024, after the kiwi 
breeding season. 
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Table 1 - Schedule of documents  
Item Date Document description Decision 

Wet Jacket 
1 23 Nov 2020 Pestlink report – Wet Jacket 2020 operation Released in part 

 
2 Jul 2021 Save Our Iconic Kiwi – Fiordland 2020-2021 

Annual Report 
Released in part 
 

3 Jun 2022 Save Our Iconic Kiwi – Fiordland 2021-22 
Annual Report 

Released in part 

4 12 Apr 2023 Email: Request for NPCP TAG advice for Wet 
Jacket operation 

Released in part 

5 5 Apr 2023 Email attachment  Released in part 
6 May 2023 Aerial 1080 operational plan Released in part 
7 Jun 2023 Save Our Iconic Kiwi – Fiordland 2020-2021 

Annual Report 
Released in part 

Landsborough Valley 
8 4 Apr 2020 Mohua Protection, Landsborough Valley Released in part 
9 18 May 2020 Mohua Protection, Landsborough Valley Released in part 
10 11 Aug 2020 Mohua Protection, Landsborough Valley Released in part 
11 19 Nov 2020 Mohua Protection, Landsborough Valley Released in part 
12 7 Mar 2021 Mohua Protection, Landsborough Valley Released in part 
13 24 May 2021 Mohua Protection, Landsborough Valley Released in part 
14 16 Sep 2021 Mohua Protection, Landsborough Valley Released in part 
15 4 Nov 2021 Mohua Protection, Landsborough Valley Released in part 
16 14 Dec 2021 Mohua Protection, Landsborough Valley Released in part 
17 20 Jan 2022 Mohua Protection, Landsborough Valley Released in part 
18 23 Feb 2022 Mohua Protection, Landsborough Valley Released in part 
19 11 May 2022 Mohua Protection, Landsborough Valley Released in part 
20 17 Jan 2023 Mohua Protection, Landsborough Valley Released in part 
21 23 Feb 2023 Mohua Protection, Landsborough Valley Released in part 
22 18 Aug 2023 Mohua Protection, Landsborough Valley Released in part 
23 15 Jun 2020 Pestlink report – Landsborough Valley 2019 

operation 
Released in part 

24 Mar 2022 Project Report 2021 Monitoring Landsborough 
Valley bird counts 

Released in part 

25 Feb 2022 Landsborough Tahr Ground Control 2022 Released in part 
26 Feb 2023 Landsborough Tahr Ground Control 2023 Released in part 
27 Feb 2023 Landsborough Feb 2023 Released in part 

 
 




