
From: Permissions Hamilton
To: permissions
Subject: FW: SH3 Mt Messenger wildlife act authority application
Date: Friday, 16 December 2016 8:46:03 am
Attachments: Mt Messenger Widlife Authority Application_Attachment B1.pdf

SH3 Mt Messenger Widlife Authority Application_Attachment E1.pdf
SH3 Mt Messenger wildlife-act-authority-application-9 LIZARDS.doc
SH3 Mt Messenger Widlife Authority Application_Attachment D.pdf

Morning 

This one is for HWT.

Can you please capture it.

Thanks very much.

Kind regards,

From: 
Sent: Thursday, 15 December 2016 3:26 p.m.
To: Permissions Hamilton <permissionshamilton@doc.govt.nz>
Cc:
Subject: SH3 Mt Messenger wildlife act authority application

Hi,

Please find attached a wildlife act authority application with apendices for lizard surveys
and handling at SH3 Mt Messenger in 2017.

If you have any questions please be in touch.

Kind Regards,
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Wildlife Act Authority 
(General) 

Application form 9 

This application form is only for the following 
activities involving any animal protected under 
the Wildlife Act 1953 (which does not include 
marine mammals) 

• Catch, handle, release wildlife at one site

• Disturb or kill wildlife or their eggs

• Catch and/or hold wildlife for rehabilitation – up to 3 months

• Hold wildlife in permanent captivity, if already held in captivity

9
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Using this application form Application 
checklist 

  Have you included 
labelled attachments 
as required for your 
activities (including 
maps, testimonials, 
and consultations)? 

  Have you read the 
section regarding 
liability of the 
applicant for payment 
of fees? 

  Have you checked if 
your application 
requires a CITES 
permit or EPA 
application and 
included these as 
applicable? 

  Have you signed 
your application 
(digitally or 
manually)? 

Completing the application 

Save – You can save this application form to your digital 
device and edit or fill it in your own time. 

Fill – You can fill this application digitally using Microsoft 
word. 

Print – You can print this application form and fill it 
manually, or you can fill it digitally, then print it. 

Submit – This application form can be submitted by email 
or by post. 

Email – Email your application and all the required 
labelled attachments to: 
permissionshamilton@doc.govt.nz 

Post – Post your application and all the required labelled 
attachments to: 
Permissions Team Leader 
Private Bag 3072 
Hamilton 3240 

Navigation 

Hints – Use the links through the hints column on the 
right hand side of the application form 

Scroll – Simply use your mouse or keyboard arrows to 
scroll through the document page-by-page. 
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Before you start 

All efforts in putting together a detailed application are greatly 
appreciated and will allow the Department to effectively and 
efficiently process your application. 

Please take the 
timeframes 
below into 
consideration 
when submitting 
your application. 

 

Process An application is 
deemed 
complete when 
all information 
requested has 
been received. 

Applications for proposals of activities 
are categorised as either standard or 
complex proposals: 

• Standard proposals are those activities that are likely to have little or no 
significant effect on conservation values. These will normally be processed 
within fifteen working days of receiving the application, please also see the 
fee section below. 

• Complex proposals are those activities likely to have more significant effects, 
and therefore require careful consideration and may take up to six weeks to 
process, please also see the fee section below. 

Please see also 
the fees section. 

 

Consultation: 
• Consultation is required on most applications. In general iwi have 20 working 

days to respond to DOC once we make a formal request. If there are 
considerable iwi values to consider they may request a further 20 working 
days to respond. If no response is received from iwi within the specified 
period DOC will continue to process your application, as we may be able to 
locate relevant information about their interests from other sources.   

For more 
information 
please see the 
iwi consultation 
section. 

 

Contact 

Permissions Team Leader 
Private Bag 3072 
Hamilton 3240 

 
 
+64 7 858 1585 
permissionshamilton@doc.govt.nz 
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Section A | Applicant details  

Full name (registered company, institute, organisation, or individual) 

New Zealand Transport Agency 

Legal status of applicant: 

Enter your details in 
the white fields. 

 Individual 

 Research institute 

 Trust  Registered company Please attach a 
copy of Trust Deed 

Other (specify)   Crown Agency 

 

Registration number (if company, trust or incorporated society) 

 

Trading name (if different from applicant name) 

 

Any previous Authorisations held?      Yes     No 

 

If yes, please provide Authority number         
 

Postal address 
PO Box 973  

Waikato Mail Centre 

Hamilton 3240 
 

Street address (if different from postal) 
24 Bridge Street 
Hamilton 3216 

 

You must provide a 
New Zealand 
address for service. 

Registered office of company or 
incorporated society (if applicable) 

N/A 
 

 

Phone 

 
 

Website 

www.nzta.govt.nz 
 

 

Contact person and role  Senior Ecologist 
 

 

Phone 

 
 

Mobile 

 
 

Please fill these 
three fields for your 
company contact 
person or if you are 
applying as an 
individual. 

Email 

 
 

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a) 9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)
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Section B | Activities  

1. Research/species management project description. 

If the activity is research or species management, then please specify the purpose of 
the research or management activity. 

Please provide a brief summary paragraph (100 words or less) here: 
The New Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA) is undertaking an investigation into 
improvements to the Mount Messenger section of SH3. Approximately 1.2 km of 
new proposed road will result in loss of native forest and scrub. 

Opus has been engaged by NZTA to conduct baseline ecology field surveys for a 
number of taxonomic groups, in order to prepare a full Assessment of 
Environment Effects (AEE). Due to the possible presence of skinks and geckos 
along the alignment, and the potential need to handle any individuals found during 
the baseline survey for identification purposes, a DOC Wildlife Act Authority is 
required. 

Please provide a more detailed summary of your proposal here:     

To ascertain the presence of lizards and geckos along the proposed route options, 
the following methodology will be undertaken: 

1. A lizard habitat assessment will be conducted remotely using Google Earth and 
aerial maps to identify habitat types that may be utilised by lizards.  

2. A list of lizard records within a 50 km radius of the project site will also be 
extracted from the DOC herpetofauna database to establish possible species in the 
area. 

3. Possible locations for deployment of Artificial Cover Objects (ACOs) and Visual 
Encounter Surveys (VES) will be assessed via a site reconnaissance conducted 
during a baseline vegetation community assessment (also included as part of the 
suite of ecological surveys that will be used to inform the AEE). Adjustments will be 
made based on habitat suitability and access.  

ACOs: A series of transect lines will be established within the Project area, and will 
be chosen based on their accessibility and diversity of habitat. Transect lines will 
cover representations of all vegetation types existing at the Project site (pine 
block, rock piles, debris etc., kanuka/manuka scrub, mature indigenous forest and 
rocky outcrops) that will be affected by the route. ACOs will be deployed along 
these transect lines approximately 25-40m apart. The ACOs that will be used will 
be onduline ACOs and will be left in place for up to three months. The ACOs will be 

 

 

Attach a copy of 
your research / 
management 
project proposal to 
this form and label 
it Attachment B1. 
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deployed in late January 2017 and checked in early and late March 2017 (6 weeks 
and 8 weeks after initial deployment, subject to authorisation of wildlife permit by 
DOC).  Closed foam covers will be installed during January 2017 along similar 
transects to detect arboreal geckos and will be left in place for at least 3 months, 
with monthly checks.  

Daytime VES:  Daytime visual searches will be conducted in mild and still weather 
conditions, in areas identified as possible lizard habitat.  Effort will involve 
scanning vegetation for active or basking lizards, lifting ground cover objects, and 
searching crevices with a borescope in dead wood or debris piles.  These areas will 
be scanned for foraging lizards and will be undertaken by an experienced 
herpetologist and ecologists. 

Spotlighting: Night searches for arboreal geckos using powerful torches will be 
conducted in mild and still weather conditions, in areas identified as possible 
gecko habitat (e.g. tree fern skirts, understorey vegetation, manuka/kanuka 
foliage). These areas will be scanned for foraging lizards and will be undertaken by 
an experienced herpetologist and ecologists. 

For any lizards found whilst checking the ACOs or during VES, the following 
information will be recorded for each individual species prior to releasing the lizard 
back into nearby suitable habitat: 

• Species 
• Gravidity  
• Snout-vent length (SVL) from the tip of the snout to the vent at the base of 

the tail. 
• Vent-tail length (VTL), including separate measurements for regenerating 

tails. 
• Weight 
• Sex and life stage (is possible) 
• Habitat description 
• GPS coordinates of location 
• Specimen photos 

 
Records of individuals found will be submitted to DOC’s national data repository 
for lizard records (BioWeb Herpetofauna database).  
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Section B (continued) | Activities  

2. Species name and threat classification 

Please list the common and scientific name/s and threat classification of all protected 
species for which the authorisation is sought. 
 

A New Zealand 
classification 
system guide can 
be found here on 
the DOC website. Common name 

1. Goldstripe gecko 

 

Scientific name 

1. Woodworthia 
chrysosiretica 

 

NZ threat classification 

1. At Risk-Relict 

 

2. Striped skink 

 

2. Oligosoma 
striatum 

 

2. At Risk-Declining 

 

 

3. Forest gecko 

 

3. Mokopirirakau 
granulatus 

 

3. At Risk-Declining 

 

 

4. Elegant gecko 

 

4. Naultinus elegans 

 

4. At Risk-Declining 

 

 

5. Ornate skink 

6. Copper skink 

7. TBC 

 

5. Oligosoma 
ornatum 

6. Oligosoma 
aeneum 

7. TBC 

 

5. At Risk-Declining 

6. Not Threatened 

7. TBC 

 

 

3. Activities 

3.1. Actions 

Please select all the actions that are applicable to the activity you wish to carry out 
involving wildlife on and/or off public conservation land. 

 

 Catch and handle wildlife on site 

 Take samples from wildlife 

 Take or destroy the eggs of wildlife 

 Attach identification bands to wildlife 

 Mark – tag or attach other scientific 
apparatus (except bands) to wildlife 

 Catch and temporarily hold wildlife in 
captivity (less than 3 months) 

 Transfer captive wildlife from 
one holding facility to another 
holding facility 

 Kill wildlife 

 Hunt, disturb, kill or catch alive 
protected wildlife that are 
causing damage 
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Section B (continued) | Activities   

3.2. Purpose 

Please select or specify the purpose of the activity. 
 

 

 Traditional/cultural use 

 Species management 

 Rehabilitation of 
sick/injured animals 

 Research 

 Education 

 Museum display/collection 

Other: Resource Management 

 

3.3. Is Animal Ethics 
approval required?  

 Yes  No  Don’t know If yes, please attach 
evidence of Animal 
Ethics Approval  

If you apply for more 
than 10 years, 
processing may take 
longer as longer term 
impacts will need to 
be assessed and 
there may be 
additional legal 
requirements. 

 

 

 

See Authorisations 
and Special 
Conditions for your 
information. 

4. Authorisation term and activity timeframes 

4.1. Authorisation term 

Authorisations will be granted for a limited term. Please specify the start and end dates 
you would like your proposed authorisation to cover and explain why this term is sought. 
e.g. ‘10 years’ or ‘July 2015 – March 2015. 

Term: December 2016 to December 2017 

Reason:  

The baseline survey for lizards is planned to commence in January 2017 
(deployment of ACOs and VES), with follow up visits to check the ACO’s and conduct 
further VES six and eight weeks later in February and March 2017. If deployment is 
delayed for any reason, checking of the ACOs and spotlighting activities may take 
place in April 2017. Other work could be required during the consenting phase of 
the project, so we have requested a longer period. 
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Section B (continued) | Activities  

5. Number to be caught, held or killed 

Where possible, please state: 
The target number of individuals of each species of protected wildlife to be caught, held or 
killled and what proportion of the local and global species population you estimate would 
be affected by your activity. 

If your application 
is not to catch, hold 
or kill a live animal 
(i.e. you are 
applying to hold 
specimens), please 
go to Question 10. 

Species 

1. Unknown 

 

# of individuals 

 Unknown 

 

Proportion/population 

Unknown 

 

2.       

 

       

 

       

 

 

3.       

 

       

 

       

 

 

6. Method/s of capture 

Please describe the methods to be used to safely, efficiently and humanely catch, hold or 
kill the animals and identify relevant animal ethics processes. 

In the event lizards/geckos are found during the baseline survey under the ACOs or 
during VES activities, the following steps will be 
undertaken in accordance with guidelines provided in the New Zealand Lizards 
Conservation Toolkit (Anderson et al. 2012), to ensure appropriate handling of lizards 
occurs whilst identifying the species of each individual: 
 
• Lizards/geckos will be handled securely between thumb and fingers, either by 
shoulders, pelvis or feet (avoiding the tail) to take SVL and VTL measurements; 
 
• Captured lizards/geckos will be transferred immediately to a clean, well-ventilated 
cloth bag with drawstring ties for weighing purposes; and, 
 
• Lizards/geckos held temporarily in storage prior to processing, will be kept cool, 
away from direct sunlight or heat ready for immediate release post identification and 
data recording.  
 
• All records of individuals found will be submitted to DOC’s national data repository 
for lizard records (BioWeb Herpetofauna database). 
 

 

 

7. Samples to be collected 

7.1. Samples, amounts, methods 

Please list exactly what samples are to be taken (e.g. blood, DNA, feathers, etc) and the 
methods/s to be used, including amounts to be taken (if known). 

If no samples are 
to be collected, 
please go to 
Question 8. 
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Sample 

1. N/A 
 

Method 

 N/A 
 

Amount 

 N/A 
 

 

2.       
 

       
 

       
 

 

3.       
 

       
 

       
 

 

7.2. Purpose 

Please state the purpose for which the samples would be taken (e.g. taxonomy, genetic 
modification, disease screening) and if they will be sent overseas. 

If you answer Yes 
to sending samples 
overseas, please 
download and 
complete Form9f 
see Application 
forms: Apply for 
permits 

N/A 

 

Sending overseas? 

 Yes  No 
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Section B (continued) | Activities  

7.3. Samples for genetic modification 

If you will be taking samples for genetic modification, please attach your Environmental 
Risk Management Authority (ERMA) application and label it attachment B6.2.3. 
 

 

8. Marking, banding, tagging 

8.1. Banding 

Are you requesting to band wildlife?  Yes  No  

8.2. Other marking  

If you are proposing to mark wildlife with any other mark than a band, please describe 
the type of marking and details of the method to be used to attach it to ensure the 
animals’ health and safety. 

 

Mark/tag to be fitted 

N/A 

 

Method 

N/A 

 

 

9. Access to Restricted Lands 

Special permission is required to enter some public conservation lands that have 
particularly high levels of protection. If you wish to enter land of any status listed below to 
carry out the proposed activity, please select the status and state the full name of the land 
to which permission for access is sought. 

Wildlife Act 
Authorisations apply to 
private land and public 
conservation land. If 
the location is private 
land, you will also 
need the consent of 
the land owner. 

Nature Reserve (s20 Reserves Act 1977) 

Name of land to be accessed 

N/A 
 

Scientific Reserve (s21 Reserves Act 1977) 

Name of land to be accessed 

N/A 
 

Use DOCgis to view 
Conservation Land. 

Government Purpose (s22 Reserves Act 1977) 

Name of land to be accessed 

N/A 
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Section B (continued) | Activities  

Specially Protected Area in a National Park (s13 National Parks Act 1980) 

Name of land to be accessed 

N/A 
 

 

Wildlife Sanctuary (s9 Wildlife Act 1953) 

Name of land to be accessed 

N/A 
 

 

Wildlife Refuge (s14 Wildlife Act 1953) 

Name of land to be accessed 

N/A 
 

 

10. Proposed activity site 

10.1. Wild 

State the location/s in which the activity will be carried out and why this site is the best 
option. For specific sites, please include a map (and GPS co-ordinates if available). Attach 
map and label it attachment B10.1. 

The lizard baseline survey will take place west of the existing SH3 Mt Messenger 
alignment.  See attachment B10.1 and B10.2 for maps of proposed activity site. 

 

Use DOCgis to 
view Conservation 
Land. 

10.2. Captive 

Please answer if the live animal/s; specimen/s; or sample/s is to be obtained from another 
authorised wildlife holder, who has an authorisation to hold the species in captivity or the 
specimen/sample.  Fill in the following information of the person from whom the 
animal/specimen/sample will be obtained. 

Name 

N/A  

 

Address 

N/A 
 

 

 

If you are intending 
to receive animals 
from another 
authorised holder, 
ensure they have 
an authorisation to 
transfer. 

 

DOC authorisation number 

N/A 
 

Expiry Date (dd/mm/yyyy) 

N/A 
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Section B (continued) | Activities  

10.3. Holding live animals 

Please fill in this question if you currently hold animals in captivity and wish to continue 
doing so; or you wish to receive animals held in captivity at another facility; or you wish to 
hold animals for less than 3 months for rehabilitation.  

10.4. Captive management programme 

 

Are you part of a co-ordinated captive management 
programme for the species? 

 Yes  No  

If yes, please state the name of the DOC captive co-ordinator and whether they support this 
application. 

Co-ordinator’s name 

N/A 
 

Please attach 
written proof of 
their support and 
label it attachment 
B10.4 

Supports application?  Yes  No  

10.5. Holding site 

Provide a detailed description of the holding facility/cage including dimensions. 

Holding site address: 

 

 

Description of facility/cage 

 

 

The applicant must 
meet the 
requirements of the 
DOC Captive 
Management SOP 
(available here) 
and the facility 
must meet the 
requirements of the 
husbandry manual 
for the species, 
where one exists. 
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Section B (continued) | Activities  

11. Management of effects 

Please list all actual and potential adverse (or positive) effects of the proposed activity at 
the site, including effects on the target species, other indigenous species and the 
ecosystems at the site. Where adverse effects are identified please state what methods will 
be used to manage those effects. 

If you are applying 
to hold specimens 
or parts of them, or 
you are applying to 
hold wildlife already 
in captivity, you do 
not need to answer 
this question. 

Effect 

n/a 
 

Management method 

n/a 
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Section D | Applicant skills and experience  

Please provide relevant information relating to your ability to carry out the proposed activity 
(e.g. details of previous authorisations, membership of professional organisations and 
relevant qualifications and experience). List full names of all individuals who will be involved 
in the activity.  
 

Please attach     
details and label 
as Attachment D. 

All individuals involved in activity 

Full Names 

 ( ) 

 (Opus) 

 (Opus) 

 (Opus) 

 (Opus) 

 (Opus) 
 

Has the applicant or any company directors, trustees, 
partners, or anyone involved with the application been 
convicted of any offense?  

 

 Yes 

 

 No 

If yes please provide details: 

N/A 

 

 

Does the Applicant or any of the company directors, 
trustees, partners, or anyone involved with the Application 
have any current criminal charges pending before the 
court? 

 

 Yes 

 

 No 

 

If yes please provide details: 

N/A 

 

 

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(g)(ii)
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Section E | Consultation  

Many applications require consultation with Tāngata whenua (local Māori), and other 
interested parties. Please attach proof and details of all consultation, including with 
hapū or iwi, to this application and label as attachment E1 

Please attach any additional written expert views, advice or opinions you have 
obtained concerning your proposal to support the application and label them 
attachment E2. 

 

 

 If you are unsure of 
any consultation 
requirements for your 
proposal, please see 
the iwi consultation 
section or contact your 
local DOC Partnerships 
office to discuss what is 
required.  
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Section F | Fees  

Please note 

This section only applies to applications with a commercial focus – which will include 
applications from registered companies. The Department does not charge fees for non-
commercial Wildlife Act authorisations. 

If you are making 
an application for 
non-commercial 
activity, proceed to 
declaration. 

Processing fees 

Section 60B of the Conservation Act contains the statutory provisions regarding processing 
fees. 

The Department recovers all direct and indirect costs to process an application from 
applicants regardless of whether the application id approved or declined. If at any stage an 
application is withdrawn, the Department will invoice the applicant for the costs incurred by 
the Department up to that point. 

Standard application fee 

The estimated standard application fee is $400 +GST. 
This covers most applications. However if your application is likely to have significant 
effects, is novel, or spans multiple DOC regions, it will require more careful consideration 
and may take up to 6 weeks to process and cost approximately $800 +GST. 

Particularly complex applications may incur further costs – you will be sent an estimate of 
costs in this situation. We will contact you to advise if the fee is more than the estimated 
standard cost. Applicants are also entitled to request an estimate of costs at any point, but 
the Department may impose a charge for preparing such an estimate. Estimates are not 
binding. 
 

Applicants are 
required to pay the 
processing fees 
within 28 days of 
receiving an 
invoice. The 
Director-General is 
entitled to recover 
any unpaid fees as 
a debt. 

Paying fees 

The Department will ordinarily invoice the applicant for processing fees after a decision has 
been made on the application, but in some cases interim invoices will be issued.  

Please select your method of payment below. 

If you are applying 
from outside New 
Zealand we can 
process a credit 
card payment – 
please contact us 
to request this 
procedure. 

 I have attached a cheque 

 I have direct credited the DOC account 

Please use the Applicant name and permission number (which the permissions team will 
give to you) as the references. 

 Department of Conservation 
 Westpac Bank 
 Account number: 03 0049 0002808 00 

 I do not intend to pay the fees at the time of applying and/or I require an  
invoice for payment  

 I have a purchase order/number from an organisation registered with DOC 
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Section F (continued) | Fees  

Fee waivers and reductions 

The Director-General has discretion to reduce or waive processing fees. You may apply 
for a fee waiver or reduction if you can provide information to the permissions team 
about how your application meets at least one of the following criteria. 

• The activity will make a direct contribution to management 

 

• The activity will support or contribute to the Department’s priority outcomes – 
stated in the Department’s 2013 – 2017 Statement of Intent 

• There will be other non-commercial public benefits from the activities covered by 
the authorisation (if approved) 

• Activity covered by the authorisation (other than research, collection or 
educational activities) will make a contribution to the management of, or the 
public interest in, the lands that are covered by the authorisation 

The Department may obtain further information either from the applicant or from any 
other relevant source in order to process the application. The applicant will be advised of 
any information obtained from other sources. The cost of obtaining such information will 
be charged to and recovered from the applicant. The applicant will be informed as soon 
as practicable from receipt of the application if further information is required before this 
application form can be fully processed by the Department. 
 

View the 
Department’s 2013 – 
2017 Statement of 
Intent here for the 
priority outcomes. 

Terms and conditions: Account with the Department of Conservation  

Have you held an account with  
the Department before? 

 Yes  No  

If yes, under what name? 

      
 

Terms and conditions: Account with the Department of Conservation 
1. I/We agree that the Department of Conservation can provide my details to the 

Department’s Credit Checking Agency to enable it to conduct a full credit check. 

2. I/We agree that any change which affects the trading address, legal entity, 
structure of management or control of the applicant’s company (as detailed in this 
application) will be notified in writing to the Department of Conservation within 7 
days of that change becoming effective. 

3. I/We agree to notify the Department of Conservation of any disputed charges 
within 14 days of the date of the invoice. 

4. I/We agree to fully pay the Department of Conservation for any invoice received 
on or before the due date. 

5. I/We agree to pay all costs incurred (including interest, legal costs and debt 
recovery fees) to recover any money owing on this account. 

6. I/We agree that the credit account provided by the Department of Conservation 
may be withdrawn by the Department of Conservation, if any terms and conditions 
of the credit account are not met. 

7. I/We agree that the Department of Conservation can provide my details to the 
Department’s Debt Collection Agency in the event of non-payment of payable 
fees. 
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For more information visit DOC’s website 
http://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/apply-for-permits/   
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Section F (continued) | Fees  

Reduction in fees for exceeding processing timeframe 

If the Department fails to meet its own processing timeframes the estimate of fees will 
be reduced at a rate of 1% per day late, up to a maximum of 50% of the total processing 
fee. The reduction will not apply if the Applicant’s actions have delayed the process. 
 

 

Additional Fees 

You may also be required to pay additional fees. These may include: 

• Annual management fee to cover administration time; and/or  

• Monitoring fee to cover the cost of monitoring the effects of your activity. 
 

Please contact the 
Permissions team to 
discuss whether 
these fees apply. 
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For more information visit DOC’s website 
http://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/apply-for-permits/   
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Section G | Declaration  

I certify that the information provided on this application form and all attached 
additional forms and information is to the best of my knowledge true and correct. 

An Authorisation 
may be varied or 
revoked if the 
information given in 
this application 
contains 
inaccuracies. 

Signature (applicant) 

 

Date (dd/mm/yyyy) 

5/12/2016 

 

Full name (witness) 

 

Signature (witness) 

 
 

Address (witness) 

Opus International Consultants, 
Princes Street, Hamilton 3240 

 

Date (dd/mm/yyyy) 

5/12/2016 

 

 

This application is made pursuant to Section/s 41(1)(g), 53; 54; 55; and/or 56 of the 
Wildlife Act 1953 [and (where applicable) Section/s 22; 49; 50; 51; 57; and/or 59 of the 
Reserves Act 1977; and/or Section/s 5; 13; 14(3) of the National Parks Act 1980; and/or 
38 of the Conservation Act]. 

Applicants should familiarise themselves with the relevant provisions of the Wildlife Act 
1953, the Conservation Act 1987, the Reserves Act 1977 and the National Parks Act 1980 
relating to authorisations. 

The purpose of collecting this information is to enable the Department to process your 
application. The Department will not use this information for any reason not related to that 
purpose. 

Applicants should be aware that provisions of the Official Information Act may require that 
some or all information in this application be publicly released. 
 

 

For Departmental use  

Credit check undertaken?  Yes  No  

Comments 

      
 

 

Signed 

      

 

Name 

      

 

 

Approved 

      

 

Name 

      

 

Approval is to be by 
a Tier 4 Manager or 
above. 
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Attachment	B1:	Research/Management	Project	Proposal	
Survey methodology 

Prior to conducting field surveys, a lizard habitat assessment will be conducted remotely using 
Google Earth and aerial maps to identify habitat types that may be utilised by lizards. Possible 
locations for deployment of Artificial Cover Objects (ACOs) and Visual Encounter Surveys (VES) 
will be assessed via a rapid site reconnaissance conducted during the baseline vegetation 
community assessment. Adjustments will be made based on habitat suitability and access. A list of 
lizard records within a 50km radius of the project site will also be extracted from the DOC 
herpetofauna database to establish possible to species in the area. 

Visual Encounter Surveys 

Daytime visual searches will be conducted in mild and still weather conditions, in areas identified 
as possible lizard habitat. Daytime searches are done to detect diurnal species, either terrestrial or 
arboreal, but also have the advantage of revealing nocturnal species under objects or within 
refugia. Effort will involve scanning vegetation for active or basking lizards, lifting ground cover 
objects, and searching crevices with a borescope in dead wood or debris piles. 

Night searches for arboreal geckos will not be possible along the steeper sections of the route due to 
health and safety concerns. However the lower sections with bush/farmland margins are likely to 
be suitable for night spotlighting. Night searches for arboreal geckos using powerful torches 
mounted on binoculars for scanning habitat from a distance, or torches alone for close range 
spotlighting, will be used to scan habitat for foraging geckos. All VES will be undertaken by a team 
of experienced ecologists under the supervision of an experienced herpetologist.  

Artificial Cover Objects 

A series of transect lines will be established within the Project area, and will be chosen based on 
their accessibility and diversity of habitat. Transect lines will cover representations of all vegetation 
types existing at the Project site (pine block, rock piles, debris etc., kanuka/manuka scrub, mature 
indigenous forest and rocky outcrops) that will be affected by the route. Onduline Artificial Cover 
Objects (ACOs) (400 x 280mm) will be deployed along these transect lines approximately 25-40m 
apart. See Map 1 for possible lizard habitat/transect areas.  

The ACOs will be left in place for six weeks before they are checked. The ACOs will be deployed in 
late January 2017 and checked in early and late March 2017 (6 weeks and 8 weeks after initial 
deployment). 

Closed foam covers will be installed during January 2017 along similar transects to detect arboreal 
geckos. Closed cell foam covers need to be placed in the environment for longer than Onduline 
ACOs and will likely be in place until May 2017. Checks will occur at the same time as Onduline 
ACOs. 

For any lizards found through any of the survey methods, the following information will be 
recorded for each individual: 

• Species 
• Gravidity 
• Snout-vent length (SVL) from the tip of the snout to the vent at the base of the tail. 
• Vent-tail length (VTL), including separate measurements for regenerating tails. 
• Weight 
• Sex and life stage (is possible) 
• Habitat description 
• GPS coordinates of location 
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• Specimen photos 
As required by Wildlife Act permits for lizard surveys, all records of individuals found will be 
submitted to DOC’s national data repository for lizard records (BioWeb Herpetofauna database).
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Map 1. Possible lizard habitat/transect areas along the proposed alignment. Pink lines are possible 
transects for Onduline ACOs and cell foam covers. Yellow lines are possible night spotlighting 
areas. Actual locations & length of transect lines will be dependent on outcome of rapid site 
reconnaissance conducted during the baseline vegetation community assessment. 
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Attachment	D:	Applicant	Skills	and	Experience	
	

	( )	

has	completed	hundreds	of	lizard	surveys	and	dozens	of	lizard	translocations	over	the	last	20	years.	

He	has	held	several	region-wide	permits	for	the	Auckland	Region	including	authorities	to	capture,	handle,	

translocate	and	hold	lizards	in	captivity.	He	has	also	previously	held	a	similar	permit	for	the	Far	North	for	

carrying	out	surveys	and	translocations	contracting	directly	to	DOC’s	Northland	Conservancy. 	name	

appears	on	many	project-specific	permits	for	lizard	surveys	and	translocations	in	other	regions	in	both	the	

North	and	South	Islands.	He	has	substantial	experience	in	handling	Threatened	and	At	Risk	skink	and	gecko	

species,	including	previously	undescribed	species,	and	has	contributed	many	records	to	DOC’s	Amphibian	

and	Reptile	Distribution	Scheme	(ARDS).	 	lizard	expertise	is	further	confirmed	by	his	contributions	

as	an	author	on	NZ	lizard	conservation	techniques	(SRARNZ	Lizard	Conservation	Toolkit)	and	as	an	expert	

witness	on	herpetofauna	at	Environment	Court,	Board	of	Inquiry,	and	Council	hearings.	

	

	

has	10	years’	experience	as	a	terrestrial	ecologist	and	environmental	scientist,	and	holds	a	PhD	in	

Ecology.	She	is	highly	experienced	in	undertaking	a	wide	variety	of	flora	and	fauna	surveys	in	a	range	of	

environments,	including	vegetation,	invertebrates,	mammals	(including	bats),	amphibians	and	reptiles. 	

reptile	survey	experience	includes	trapping/handling	of	lizards,	skinks,	slow	worms	and	adders	using	pitfall	

and	artificial	refuge	techniques,	and	also	conducting	lizard	habitat	assessments	and	writing	lizard	

management	plans.	

	

Opus)	

	is	a	terrestrial	ecologist	with	5	years	consultancy	experience. 	is	currently	lead	ecologist	on	a	20	lot	

bush	subdivision	that	will	result	in	1	ha	of	lizard	habitat	clearance.	During	this	time	he	undertook	inspection	

of	artificial	covers,	pitfall	and	Gee	minnow	traps,	spotlighting	and	destructive	searches	under	the	

supervision	of	lizard	specialists.	He	captured	and	handled	elegant,	forest,	and	Pacific	geckos	under	the	

guidance	of	 	and	will	undertake	soft	release	of	captured	lizards	into	a	covenanted	pest	controlled	

area	onsite	during	construction.	 has	also	undertaken	inspection	of	artificial	covers	and	written	lizard	

management	plans	across	multiple	land	and	infrastructure	projects.	

	

	(Opus)	

	is	a	Graduate	Environmental	Scientist	and	has	recently	undertaken	6	weeks	of	survey	and	

rescue/recovery	of	lizards	during	pre-construction	phase	of	the	Huntly	Section	of	the	Waikato	Expressway.	

During	this	time	he	undertook	inspection	of	artificial	covers,	spotlighting	and	destructive	searches	under	

the	supervision	of	lizard	specialists.	During	this	time	he	captured	and	handling	lizards	under	the	guidance	of	
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.	 has	also	undertaken	inspection	of	artificial	covers,	spotlighting	and	destructive	searches	

for	the	Western	Rail	Trail	project	under	the	guidance	of 	

	

	(Opus)	

	has	10	years	of	experience	across	a	range	of	ecological	fields,	including	long-tailed	bat	survey,	lizard	

survey,	aquatic	macroinvertebrate	sampling	and	pest	exclusion	fencing.	His	lizard	survey	experience	

includes	deployment	and	checking	of	artificial	covers,	pitfall	trapping	and	spotlight	survey.	He	has	also	

contributed	to	lizard	management	plans	and	their	implementation	across	several	infrastructure	projects,	

and	has	handled	copper	skink	and	plague	skink	under	supervision	of .	

	

	(Opus)	

has	25	years	experience	as	an	ecologist	that	has	included	a	variety	of	work	involving	lizards,	

including	survey	and	handling.	In	recent	years	he	has	added	several	new	observations	for	geckos	on	the	

Denniston	and	Stockton	Plateaux,	mainly	West	Coast	Green	and	Forest	geckos,	as	part	of	the	Escarpment	

Mine	Project	for	Buller	Coal	and	was	issued	with	a	permit	from	DoC	(c.2012)	to	capture	for	identification	

any	lizards	encountered	during	work	for	this	client	around	the	Cascade	Mine.		 	has	also	undertaken	

searches	for	lizards	during	the	West	Coast	Lizard	survey	(Miller,	Affeld	and	Adams,	1999)	on	the	ranges	

above	the	Landsborough	River.	As	part	of	the	Protected	Natural	Areas	survey	of	the	Manorburn	Ecological	

District	he	was	involved	in	searching	and	capturing	lizards	(mainly	skinks)	for	identification	throughout	the	

Central	Otago	Ecological	District.	He	was	also	involved	in	the	construction	of	the	predator-proof	enclosure	

for	Critically	Endangered	Otago	and	Grand	skinks	near	McRaes	in	1995	and	was	involved	in	the	release	of	

the	critically	endangered	Cobble	skink	at	Granity	in	1999	with	 	
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Attachment	E1:	Iwi	Consultation	
Opus	have	been	engaging	with	the	Ngati	Manipoto	Regional	Management	Committee	and	its	Chairperson	

	over	the	course	of	the	NZTA	Business	Case	process	for	the	Project.		The	committee	
were	given	an	introduction	to	the	Project	in	early	September	2016	and	Opus	have	since	been	dealing	
directly	with	 	with	regard	to	the	long	lost	and	short	list	options.	

To	date	no	concerns	have	been	received	regarding	the	effects	of	the	Project	on	lizards.	Any	matters	raised	
in	the	future	concerning	lizards	will	be	addressed	via	this	relationship.	

Ngati	Maniapoto	remain	a	key	stakeholder	group	for	the	project	and	engagement	will	continue	right	
through	the	life	of	the	project	including	construction	and	the	public	opening	process.			

	
	

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

Release
d under t

he Offic
ial

 In
form

ati
on Act



2850866 
 

 

Permission number: 53708-FAU Date received 16/12/2016 
District Office  New Plymouth 
Applicant NZ Transport Authority 
Activity/Type/Description 
WA application to undertake a baseline survey for lizards in Mt Messenger section of SH3 

The New Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA) is undertaking an investigation into improvements to the 
Mount Messenger section of SH3. Approximately 1.2 km of new proposed road will result in loss of 
native forest and scrub. 

Opus has been engaged by NZTA to conduct baseline ecology field surveys for a number of 
taxonomic groups, in order to prepare a full Assessment of Environment Effects (AEE).  

Artificial cover objects and visual encounter survey methods will be used. 

Common name Scientific name 
1. Goldstripe gecko 1. Woodworthia chrysosiretica 
2. Striped skink 2. Oligosoma striatum 
3. Forest gecko 3. Mokopirirakau granulatus 
4. Elegant gecko 4. Naultinus elegans 
5. Ornate skink 5. Oligosoma ornatum 
6. Copper skink 6. Oligosoma aeneum 
7. TBC  

 
The applicant cannot predict what native lizard species will be found so it may be easier to say that 
the authority will likely cover all species. 
 
Location and status.  
Mount Messenger Conservation Covenant and private land at Mt Messenger State Highway 3. 
Term applied for and why. Any timing constraints for 
the applicant? 
 
 

December 2016 to December 2017 
The baseline survey for lizards is planned to 
commence in January 2017 (deployment of 
ACOs and VES), with follow up visits to 
check the ACO’s and conduct further VES 
six and eight weeks later in February and 
March 2017. If deployment is delayed for 
any reason, checking of the ACOs and 
spotlighting activities may take place in 
April 2017. Other work could be required 
during the consenting phase of the project, 
so we have requested a longer period. 

Notified  Yes  No  Unknown   
Relevant statutory documents plans needed to be considered and whether there are any likely 
issues  
 
Any consultation undertaken by applicant 

 Chairperson of Ngati Manipoto Regional Management Committee has been 
contacted by the applicant.  Applicant has said that to date they have no concerns. 

9(2)(a)
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2850866 
 

Rules if known 
 
Lowest Delegation for decision making  
Operations Manager 
Local context. 
  – Senior /Supervisor Community Ranger, New Plymouth.  It is surprising that NZTA 
are applying now when the final alignment has not been decided on yet. Conservation values with 
regards to the Mount Messenger Conservation Covenant are managed by a Joint Advisory 
Committee (JAC).  JAC is made up of 2 DOC personnel, 1 Cons Board member and 3 Runanga 
members.  Consultation should be undertaken with JAC. 
 
Contributions to critical issues  

Extra comments 
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Introduction 

The New Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA) is undertaking an investigation into improvements to the 
Mount Messenger section of SH3. Approximately 1.2 km of new proposed road will result in loss of 
native forest and scrub. Opus has been engaged by NZTA to conduct baseline ecology field surveys 
for a number of taxonomic groups, in order to prepare an Assessment of Environment Effects (AEE). 
The Opus ecological assessment team has already applied for and obtained a Wildlife Act Authority 
from DOC to carry out lizard surveys (‘lizard permit’). This document is formal request to vary the 
lizard permit to include native frog surveys. 

Preliminary ecological surveys have indicated that some of the habitats along the new road 
alignment may provide habitat for Hochstetter’s and Archey’s frogs. In particular, at least one of the 
small forest streams within the alignment appears similar to stream habitats occupied by 
Hochstetter’s frog within its currently known range. Similarly, some areas of the areas of relatively 
higher elevation native forest appear similar to habitat at sites where Archey’s frog has persisted. 

The nearest known native frog populations are at Whareorino and Pureora Forests, both of which 
are at least 50 km away from Mount Messenger. While Mount Messenger is further south than any 
known extant Hochstetter’s and Archey’s frog populations, fossil and subfossil remains indicate that 
Hochstetter’s frogs historically occurred as far south as Nelson. It is not clear whether any formal 
native frog surveys have been carried out at Mount Messenger in the past. However, the fact that no 
frogs have been recorded there provides an indication that the area is not a stronghold for native 
frogs. 

In summary, a variation to the existing DOC Wildlife Act Authority for lizard surveys is requested to 
include native frog surveys for the following reasons: 

• Mt Messenger is within the historic range of Hochestetter’s frog 
• Some habitats within the alignment appear similar to habitats occupied by native frogs 

elsewhere 
• The lack of native records for the area may simply reflect a lack of survey effort 
• Any native frogs within the alignment would represent highly significant populations 

A separate permit application for frog surveys is not considered appropriate or necessary for the 
following reasons: 

• The Opus ecological assessment team has already been issued a permit to carry out lizard 
surveys 

• The likelihood of native frogs being present is low 
• The other aspects of the ecological assessment investigations project are well advanced 
• The surveys will be led and carried out by the experienced herpetologists already named on 

the lizard permit with the exception of an additional frog expert being added to the team 

 

Term and reason 

The baseline survey for native frogs is planned to commence in April 2017. The areas of habitat to be 
surveyed within the alignment are not extensive. The surveys will take approximately 1-2 days for 
Hochstetter’s frog and 1-2 nights for Archey’s frog, although optimal weather conditions for native 
frog surveys may not occur often. It is requested that the term of the variation to cover frog surveys 
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is aligned with the term of the existing lizard permit which is up to and including the 31st of 
December 2017. 

 

Survey methodology 

The frog survey methodology that will be applied is ‘Systematic Searches’ as described in detail in 
the Herpetofauna inventory and monitoring section of DOC’s Biodiversity Inventory and Monitoring 
Toolbox. For Hochstetter’s frog this will involve daytime hand-searching streambeds and stream 
banks by traversing watercourse reaches within the alignment and systematically lifting rocks and 
logs and searching any other potential hiding places for frogs. Any rocks or logs lifted will be 
returned to their original positions once checked (unless doing so would harm any frogs). 

For Archey’s frogs, the methodology will involve nocturnal hand-searches for emerged frogs along 
transects. Vegetation, leaf litter, logs rocks and any other potential refuges along the transects will 
be systematically searched for native frogs. Transects will primarily follow forested ridgelines 
through the alignment. The ridgetops in the area are typically narrow with steeps drops off both 
sides. Where flatter areas of forest are present alongside ridgetops those areas will also be 
searched. 

Any native frogs found will be captured, photographed (dorsal, side and front views), measured (SVL 
only), weighed and then released back to the exact location where it was found. Handling of frogs 
will be kept to the absolute minimum amount required to collect essential information only. 
Waypoints of capture locations will be recorded with a handheld GPS unit. Capture date and time, 
weather conditions, and descriptions of habitat will be recorded for each frog found. 

If frogs are present then the most important aspect of the native frog surveys will be the strict 
implementation of DOC’s ‘Frog Hygiene and Handling Protocol’. The protocol is aimed at 
avoiding/minimising the spread of pathogens (especially chytrid fungus) within and between 
survey/monitoring sites. This will be achieved by implementing the highest level of hygiene that is 
effective and practicable in the field. In particular, effective disinfectant (e.g., Trigene/Sterigene) 
must be used to sterilise all equipment, footwear, etc., and fresh sterile gloves/bags must be used 
for each new frog handled. Two of the team members  and ) 
have recently (March 2017) received intensive hands-on training in native frog capture, handling, 
measuring/weighing, and hygiene procedures from DOC’s Pureora frog monitoring team (led by  

. 

As required by the lizard permit, all records of frogs found will be submitted to DOC’s national data 
repository for lizard records (BioWeb Herpetofauna database). 

 

Applicant Skills and Experience 

 ( ) 

 has completed numerous herpetofauna surveys and translocations over the last 20 years. He 
has held several region-wide permits for the Auckland Region including authorities to capture, 
handle, translocate and hold lizards in captivity. He has also previously held DOC permits for the Far 
North for carrying out herpetofauna surveys and translocations contracting directly to DOC’s 
Northland Conservancy. s name appears on many project-specific permits for herpetofauna 
surveys and translocations in other regions in both the North and South Islands. He has substantial 
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experience in handling Threatened and At Risk herpetofauna species, including native frogs, and has 
contributed many records to DOC’s Amphibian and Reptile Distribution Scheme (ARDS).  
herpetofauna expertise is further confirmed by his contributions as an author on NZ lizard 
conservation techniques (SRARNZ Lizard Conservation Toolkit) and as an expert witness on 
herpetofauna at Environment Court, Board of Inquiry, and Council hearings. Recently (March 2017), 

 has received intensive hands-on training in native frog capture, handling, measuring, 
weighing, and hygiene procedures from DOC’s Pureora frog monitoring team (led by  – 
Biodiversity Ranger). 

 

 ( ); Not named on the lizard permit 

 is a terrestrial ecologist with 3 years of industry experience.  has recently (March 2017) 
completed 1 week of monitoring Archey’s frog in Puereora forest with the Department of 
Conservation  – Biodiversity Ranger). During this time, he undertook nocturnal 
emergence surveys and successfully located and captured more than 15 frogs and additionally 
handled and measured over 50 frogs. He has undergone intensive DOC training to implement the 
strict hygiene procedures required when carrying out native frog surveys.  has undertaken 
numerous herpetofauna surveys and translocations for a range of projects ranging from residential 
subdivisions to large scale mining operations. He currently holds a permit to keep native lizards in 
captivity and authorities to capture, handle and release lizards in the Auckland Region.  has 
gained substantial experience undertaking biodiversity surveys and assessments in often challenging 
environments in New Zealand, Tasmania, and New South Wales. 
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Attachment E Iwi Consultation 
 
Significant sections of the Project alignment pass through land returned to Ngāti Tama as part of 
the treaty settlement with the Crown. Ngāti Tama are the key Iwi stakeholder for the Project and 
have been engaged with extensively as the Project has been progressing. The Project area includes 
the Parininihi Protection Project area which is administered by the Tiaki Te Mauri O Parininihi 
Trust. The Trust includes people from Ngāti Tama and the wider community. The Trust have given 
permission to undertake a suite of ecological investigations on land under their administration, 
including the lizard surveys. There is regular ongoing contact with the Project Manager of the 
Parininihi Protection Project, , who has assisted with the ecological investigations 
to date. Any matters raised in the future concerning frogs will be addressed via the existing 
relationship. Ngāti Tama remain a key stakeholder group for the project and engagement will 
continue right through the life of the project including construction and the public opening 
process. 
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Template – Consultation Summary Sheet for Permission Applications – DOC-3001656 

Consultation with Treaty Partners for 
Permission Applications 
Consultation Summary Sheet  
Use this form to record the details of consultation with Treaty Partners on permission 
applications. Complete the consultation summary table below for each whanau, hapū, or iwi 
group consulted with.  

Save this form to doc-CM and link it to section 5 of the Decision Support Document for the 
application.  

Application Details – NZTA - Wildlife Act authorisation – Variation to add native 
frog surveys to existing authority.  
Your name –  

Your Supervisor –   

Your manager –  

District Office – Ngāmotu/ New Plymouth 

Decision Maker –  

Applicant - NZTA 

Permission Number - 53708-FAU 

 

Consultation Summary 

Whānau, hapū, or iwi group 
consulted with  

Ngati Maniapoto 

Date consultation was sent out 04/05/2017 

Consultation time frame end 
date 

11/05/2017 

Consultation method (email, 
phone, face to face etc) 

Email and Phone call 

How many attempts made to 
consult 

3 

Details of any responses 
received 

Ngati Maniapoto Chairperson has reiterated the requests 
made for the original application from NZTA on behalf of 
the Mokau Ki Runanga Regional Management Committee. 
This was received via a phone call on 10/05/2017. The 
requests are;  
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Template – Consultation Summary Sheet for Permission Applications – DOC-3001656 

 
1. The committee would like to participate in the checking 
of the ACO's in Awakino to better understand the 
operation. 
2. The committee would also like to receive a copy of the 
completed report to add to our library of understanding. 

Link to any consultation emails 
received 

NA 

 

Consultation Summary 

Whānau, hapū, or iwi group 
consulted with  

Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Tama 

Date consultation was sent out 04/05/2017 

Consultation time frame end 
date 

11/05/2017 

Consultation method (email, 
phone, face to face etc) 

Email sent on 04/05/2017 and a phone message left on 
10/05/2017 with , Chair of Ngati Tama. No 
resonse received by 12/05/2017.  

I phoned  upon  instructions on 
12/05/2017., was in a meeting with NZTA and  

 and stated that he would be available to talk by 
lunchtime.  

I phoned the morning of the 15th May.  
recommended that  be contacted to provide 
comments on this application.  

Ngāti Tama Chairperson,  gave his support on 
behalf of Ngāti Tama for the granting of this variation to 
include frog surveys within the existing Authority. This 
support was given via a phone call at 9:25am on Monday 15 
May 2017 with DOC’s local Community Ranger,  

  

How many attempts made to 
consult 

4 

Details of any responses 
received 

No email response, me 

Link to any consultation emails 
received 

NA 
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File Ref:  53708-FAU and 53606-FAU 
 
12/5/17 
 
New Zealand Transport Agency 
PO Box 973 
Waikato Mail Centre 
HAMILTON 3240 
 
For the attention of:   
 
 
Dear   
 
Re: WILDLIFE ACT AUTHORITY APPLICATION 53708-FAU APPROVAL 
 
I am pleased to advise you that your application for a Wildlife Act Authority has been 
approved and I am now able to offer you an authority outlining the terms and 
conditions of this approval. Please find the authority enclosed. 
 
This document contains all the terms and conditions of your authorisation to 
undertake the activity and represents the formal approval from the Department for 
New Zealand Transport Agency to carry out the activity. 
 
Please read the terms carefully so that you clearly understand your obligations. 
Please contact  if you have any questions on  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
     

 
Nga Motu / New Plymouth Operations Manager 
 

9(2)(a)

9(2)
(a)

9(2)(g)(ii)

9(2)(g)(ii)

9(2)(a)

Release
d under t

he Offic
ial

 In
form

ati
on Act



Release
d under t

he Offic
ial

 In
form

ati
on Act



Release
d under t

he Offic
ial

 In
form

ati
on Act



Release
d under t

he Offic
ial

 In
form

ati
on Act



Release
d under t

he Offic
ial

 In
form

ati
on Act



9(2)(a)

9(2)(a) 9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(g)(ii)

Release
d under t

he Offic
ial

 In
form

ati
on Act



9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(g)(ii)

9(2)(g)(ii)

Release
d under t

he Offic
ial

 In
form

ati
on Act



Release
d under t

he Offic
ial

 In
form

ati
on Act



Release
d under t

he Offic
ial

 In
form

ati
on Act



Release
d under t

he Offic
ial

 In
form

ati
on Act



Release
d under t

he Offic
ial

 In
form

ati
on Act



Release
d under t

he Offic
ial

 In
form

ati
on Act



Release
d under t

he Offic
ial

 In
form

ati
on Act



9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(g)(ii)

Release
d under t

he Offic
ial

 In
form

ati
on Act



     

     
Task Assignment 53708-FAU - DOC-31943893194389 

Permission Ref: 53708-FAU 

 

To:  

From:  

Date: 30th October 2017 

Task Assignment:  Process Application from New Zealand Transport Agency 

Context 
 
The applicant holds a current authorisation to catch absolutely protected lizards for 
surveying at State Highway 3, Mt. Messenger 
 
The applicant wishes to add more people as further authorised personnel to assist with the 
survey. 
 
Critical issues 
 

1. How to ensure proposed people suitably trained to handle the wildlife safely? 
 
The authority for agreeing fees sits with PPL Director to ensure a consistent approach across 
the country. Where the fee setting is consistent with the Price Book, place based decision 
makers can incorporate this into their decision.  
 
Purpose 
To make a decision on the application. 
 
Quantity: 

• A decision or other appropriate closure of the application 
• Written rationale for decision 
• Share rationale for the decision with all team members  
• Permissions processing complete (e.g. paperwork, database) 

 
Quality:  

• Ensure the public are not displaced by the activity when it is occurring  
• Ensure appropriate engagement with iwi/hapu/whanau 
• Ensure stakeholders are appropriately consulted 
• Ensure a robust decision-making process following best practice 
• Ensure appropriate interaction and communication with the applicant  
• Use team process and follow the defined ‘Type 2’ process steps 
• Arrange check in meeting unless a decision is made at the context meeting 
• Utilise resources provided 
• Request changes to resources if required 
• Ensure final decision is appropriately shared 
• Assess and escalate critical issues 
• Learn how to shorten the cycle time 
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Task Assignment 53708-FAU - DOC-31943893194389 

Resources  
Decision Maker –  
Permissions Advisor –  
S&P Advisor –  

Link to Application: 3194387 

Timeframe 
Within 20 working days of acceptance of Task Assignment.  In this instance, the 20 working 
days will commence from 1st November 2017.   
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