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Changes to Protection Status for Two Game Bird Species on
Commercial Upland Game Preserves
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Conservation

This paper notes that the Minister of Conservation’s (fhe Minister) intends to
recommend to the Governor-General that the schedules to the Wildlife Act 1953
be amended by Order in Council to change the protection status of two game
bird species—pheasant and red-legged partridge—when on commercial upland
game preserves.

None.

Upland game bird hunting.preserves (see paragraphs 13-16) are areas of
private land where capfive-bred game birds (pheasants and red-legged
partridge) are releaséd-for clients to shoot recreationally. A fee has normally
been charged fordhe, provision of guiding, hospitality, and related services, but
the hunting has been free in order to comply with a prohibition in s23(2) of
Wildlife Act 1953 on the sale of game bird hunting rights.

It 1s proposed that the schedules to the Wildlife Act be amended by Order in
Council (s.8 of Act refers) so that pheasants and red-legged partridge are moved
from Schedule 1 to Schedule 3 of the Wildlife Act for those parts of the country
where commercial game preserves are operating (see paragraphs 20-34 and
Appendix 1). This would be a transitional arrangement, and the Order would
expire after three years.

All operators of the 16 commercial upland game preserves (see paragraphs
9-12) affected by this matter have been consulted by the New Zealand Fish and
Game Council and all operators support this proposal to allow them to operate
in the interim. Details on the consultation process are provided in paragraphs
35-39.
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A Regulatory Impact Statement is attached and 1s considered to meet the quality
assurance criteria.

The above proposals have no financial implications for New Zealand Fish and
Game Councils or the Department of Conservation.

Section 8 of the Wildlife Act 1953 provides that the Governor-General may, by
Order 1n Council, amend the schedules to the Act.

Not making amendments to allow commercial preserves to be authorised in the
2019/20 season will have significant effects on the 16 commercial opéiators.

The Minister intends to 1ssue a press statement at the appropriate time. The
New Zealand Fish and Game Council intends to advise the.affected 16 game
preserve operators.

Not indicated.

Paper prepared by DoC. Treasury was consulted. DPMC (Prime Minister) was
informed. New Zealand Fish & Game was also consulted.

The Minister of Conservation indicates that the Minister of Finance, the
Minister of Tourism, the Ministéx’of Housing and Urban Development, the
Minister of Energy and Resources, the Minister for the Environment, the
Minister for Maori Development, the Minister of Fisheries, the Minister of
Agriculture, the Ministerfor Regional Economic Development and the Minister
for Climate Change were consulted.

The Minister also,indicates that New Zealand First and the Green Party and the
Labour Party'were consulted.

The Minister of Conservation recommends that the Committee:

3 note that the New Zealand Fish and Game Council does not recommend that upland game
preserves should be a permanent part of the game bird hunting system, and has therefore
recommended that existing preserves be provided with only a three-year transition period to
allow them to undertake an orderly closure of their businesses;
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4 note that the Minister of Conservation proposes recommending to the
Governor-General that the schedules to the Wildlife Act 1953 be amended by Order in
Council under section 8 of that Act, so that pheasants and red-legged partridge are moved
from Schedule 1 to Schedule 3 of Act for the land areas listed in Appendix 1 of the paper
under ENV-19-SUB-0021, for a period of three years ending 6 May 2022;

5 invite the Minister of Conservation to issue drafting instructions to the Parliamentary
Counsel Office for an Order in Council to give effect to the intention in paragraph 4 above;

6 invite the Minister of Conservation to advise interested parties of the decision and make a
media statement if appropriate.

Vivien Meek
Committee Secretary

Hard-copy distribution:
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