
Sounds Foreshore Reserve 

Application Form: 

oJ Depa11ment of

Conservation 

Te l'apa ,4taU'hai 

New Zealand Government 

Existing and New Buildings/Structures 

Is this the right application form for me? 

Use this application form for existing or proposed buildings/structures (e.g. boatsheds, sheds, 
retaining walls, bridges, steps, etc.) on Sounds Foreshore Reserve (SFR). 

The Department of Conservation (DOC) will process the application and issue a concession if 
it is satisfied that the application meets all the requirements for granting a concession under 
Part 3B of the Conservation Act 1987. 

You can also use this form to apply for a 'variation' of a current licence/lease concession if the 
change(s) are only minor. A variation can't be used if you want to extend the term, substantially 
change the location or increase the environmental effects of your concession activity. 

What other application forms may be relevant? 

If you seek an easement concession across SFR, either to benefit other land or in gross (e.g. 
right of way), for the following purpose: 

• a right to convey water.
• a right to drain water.
• a right to drain sewage.
• a right of way.

• a right to convey electricity.
• a right to convey telecommunications.
• a right to convey gas.

Use or include this form for new easement applications and variations to an existing easement 
concession 1 across land administered by DOC. 

How do I complete this application form? 

• Complete all relevant sections of this form.

• DOC encourages electronic applications (e.g. typed Word document), rather than

handwritten applications. Electronic applications are easier to read and less likely to

be returned to you for clarification.

• If you need extra space, attach or include extra documents and label them according
to the relevant section. Record all attachments in the table at the back of the application

form (section L).

Note: Personal and sensitive information will be managed by DOC confidentially. For further 

information check DOC's privacy and security statementsi. 

1 https://www.doc.qovt.nz/globalassets/documents/about-dodconcessions-and-permits/concessions/easement-application-form.pd�
2 https://www.doc.qovt.nz/footer-links/privacy-and-securiM
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If I need some help, where do I get more information?  
• Check DOC’s SFR Licences/Concessions3 and Access structures on SFR4 webpages. 

• DOC recommends that the applicant contact the Waitohi/Picton District Office to discuss 
the application and arrange a pre-application meeting (either face to face or over the 
phone) prior to filling in this form. Phone +64 3 520 3002. Email picton@doc.govt.nz 

• It is also recommended that you seek legal advice for guidance when completing this form.  

Have you considered DOC’s statutory planning documents?  
Your building or structure must not be inconsistent with DOC’s relevant statutory planning 
documents5 as they set out how DOC and our Treaty partners manage public conservation 
land. Statutory planning documents can have a direct impact on your application, for example 
they may set the specific track limitations and vegetation clearance.  

Book a pre-application meeting with DOC staff if you require assistance with navigating DOC’s 
statutory planning documents.  

How do I submit my application?  
Email your completed application and any other attachments to: permissions@doc.govt.nz  

What happens next?  
Once received, your application will be assessed by DOC. If your application is complete, DOC 
will begin processing.  

If your application is incomplete, it will be returned to you with a request for more information.  

Why does DOC ask for this information?  
The questions in this application form are designed to cover the requirements set out in DOC’s 
conservation legislation. DOC will not use this information for any other reason not related to 
that purpose. Your answers allow us to assess:  

• The effects of your encroachment and your proposed methods to avoid, remedy or 
mitigate any adverse effects of the activity. 

• Your creditworthiness – a factor in determining whether DOC should extend credit to 
you and set up a DOC customer accounts receivable credit account for cost recovery.  
To make this assessment DOC will supply your information to a credit checking 
agency.  

 
Note: Personal information will be managed by DOC confidentially. For further information 
check DOC’s privacy and security statements6.  

Information collected by DOC may be supplied to a debt collection agency in the event of non-
payment of payable fees.  

  

 
3 https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/apply-for-permits/individuals/sounds-foreshore-reserve-licences-and-concessions/  
4 https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/apply-for-permits/individuals/access-structures-on-the-sounds-foreshore-reserve/  
5 https://www.doc.govt.nz/about-us/our-policies-and-plans/statutory-plans/  
6 https://www.doc.govt.nz/footer-links/privacy-and-security/  
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Treaty Partner consultation  
DOC has a responsibility to give effect to the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi in all areas 
of our work and may consult with our Treaty Partners about your application. More information 
can be found on the DOC website on our iwi/hapū/whānau consultation7.  

Contact your local DOC office8 if you require further information about consultation.  

What fees will I pay?  
You will be charged a processing fee for this application, regardless of whether your 
application is granted or not. If your application is granted, you may be required to pay annual 
activity and management fees.  

DOC will send you a cost estimate of the processing fee once your application has been 
accepted. If further charges are likely to be incurred, DOC will provide you with a revised 
estimate.  

DOC will invoice your processing fees after your application has been considered. If your 
application is large or complex, DOC may undertake billing at intervals periodically during 
processing until a decision is made. If you withdraw your application DOC will invoice you for 
the costs incurred up to the point of your withdrawal.  

Your application will set up a credit account with DOC. See the checklist at the end of the 
form for the terms and conditions you need to accept for a DOC credit account.  

In addition, if you are granted a licence over public conservation land you may also be required 
to pay a bond, insurance, monitoring fees and ongoing activity fees9 and management fees.  

Bond  
A bond may be required to ensure compliance with the conditions of a Sounds Foreshore 
Reserve permit or licence. The amount of the bond will be set at an appropriate level to 
recognise potential costs. The bond may be an unconditional on-demand surety bond or a 
cash bond held in trust and refunded (with any interest) at the conclusion of the building activity 
or called upon to ensure compliance with the conditions of the permit or licence.  

Will my application be publicly notified?  
Your application will be publicly notified if:  

• It is a license with a term of more than 10 years. 
• It is a lease. 
• After having regard to the effects of the activity, DOC considers it appropriate to do so.  

Public notification will increase the time and cost of processing your application.  

What does DOC require if my application is approved?  
If your application is approved DOC requires insurance to indemnify the Minister of 
Conservation against any claims or liabilities arising from your occupation and/or activities on 
SFR. The level of insurance cover will depend on the activity.  

Note: DOC/Minister can vary the concession if the information on which the concession was 
granted contained material inaccuracies. DOC may also recover any costs incurred.  

 
7 https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/apply-for-permits/iwi-consultation/  
8 https://www.doc.govt.nz/footer-links/contact-us/office-by-name/  
9 https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/apply-for-permits/managing-your-concession/ongoing-concession-fees/  
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☐ Both  (for existing AND new buildings and structures complete both 
Sections G. & H.)  
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