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Department of Conservation
Private Bag 701

Hokitika 7842

Attn: Olivia Geddes

Via e-mail: ogeddes@doc.govt.nz

Precision Helicopters Ltd — Aircraft Concession Application — Further Information Provision —
Recreational User Effects

Dear Olivia,

This letter seeks to provide additional information relating to the application made by Precision Helicopters
Ltd for aircraft landings at locations around the West Coast for the purposes of tourist landings and scenic
flights.

The Department of Conservation has notified the applicant that the application will be publicly notified and
has suggested that additional information around actual or potential effects from the proposed activity on

recreational users may be useful.

Management of Aircraft Effects on Recreational Users

e |dentification of Persons Present

The applicant will ensure that ‘best endeavours’ are made to compete a thorough reconnaissance of
approved landing sites, prior to landing occurring, to identify the presence of any recreational users. Where
recreational users are identified as being present, within 1000 m of the landing site, this site will be avoided

for us as far as practical.
e Operational Methods

The potential effects on recreational users of the Conservation Estate has been raised as a matter of
concern by DOC processing staff.

The applicant will adopt the following management practices as part of any operations that may be
authorised by a concession granted as a result of the application:

Aircraft will be operated in a manner that provides for noise abatement. These measures are outlined in

The Helicopter Association International’s ‘Fly Neighbourly Guide’ for the operation of helicopters.

Figure 7 of this guide provides recommendations for noise abatement flying methodology that can be used

to abate noise generation.
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These measures will be adopted by the applicant during landing at the sites proposed close to areas of

recreational importance.

Steep ascents will also allow for the necessary 500 ft to be gained in a short period of time to reduce actual

or potential adverse effects from these activities.

500 feet and above is recognised as the height at which noise generation is governed by the Civil Aviation

Act rather than environmental legislation such as the Resource Management Act.

e Flight Routes / Paths

Flight routes will be varied to ensure that repetitive passes of a person, property or location will be avoided.

Yours Sincerely

Phil McKinnel

Managing Director



