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Submission 1 
 

A. Permission Application Number and Name of Applicant 
125912-OTH – Ministry for Cities, Environment, Regions and Transport 

B. Name of Proposed Activity and Location(s) 
Application for a concession to construct a toilet facility for public use and a pilot’s shelter for private use at 
Milford Aerodrome, within Fiordland National Park. 

C.2 Your name 
In placing your name and organisation below, you acknowledge that you are the person or authorised 
person submitting this objection or submission. You are also acknowledging that your name and 
organisation will be published.  
 

Printed name of submitter or person authorised 
on behalf of submitter 

 
Antony Sproull  
 

Organisation  
 

Air Milford  

Date 18 August 2026 
 

 
 

D. Statement of Support, Neutrality or Opposition 

☐   I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 

☐   I am Neutral on this Application (I am making a submission). 

☐   I Oppose this Application (I am making an objection). 

 

E. Hearing Request 

☐   I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 

☐   I Do wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing 
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Permissions Application Number: 125912-OTH 

F. Objection or submission 
The specific parts of the application that this objection or submission relates to are: 

Submission in support of the Pilot Shelter and Public Toilets at the Milford Sound Airport.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My reasons for my objection or submission are:  

The airport has been in operation for 70 years, and no toilet facility has ever been provided in this timeframe. This 
makes it the only public airport in NZ without this amenity, which is a humiliation given it is the busiest General 
Aviation airfield in NZ. Milford Sound is considered the jewel in the crown for New Zealand’s tourism industry with 
almost 1 million tourists in total, of that at least 100,000 arrive by air and the figure almost doubles when 
coach/cruise/fly combination tourists are accounted for. When these guests arrive at the airport after their cruise, 
on a peak summer day, there could be 300 pax departing the airport at the same time.  

The need is clear for a facility, however is the proposed scope large enough for the demand mentioned?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The outcomes that need to be addressed by this application are: 
Give precise details, including the parts of the application you wish to have amended and the general 
nature of any conditions sought if the application is approved. 

There are three areas of concern that require attention at Milford Sound Airport:  

1. Toilet facilities mostly for pax use but also for pilots.  

2. A terminal or housing facility for pax and pilots in transition, especially when raining or when sandflies are 
present (almost always).  

3. Pilot office facility for rest (tea coffee etc) and flight planning.  

 

This proposal attends to two of the three. Has shelter for passengers from sandflies or rain been considered? 
There is no commercial airport in NZ without a terminal facility for pax. At the least an outdoor area in front of the 
toilets, that is enclosed with sandfly netting should be designed. There needs to be provision for seating for 
customers waiting for their flight e.g. departure lounge. 

 

Are x3 toilets enough for the demand? We don’t believe so. There should be at least 3 male urinals.  

 

Lastly, if the proposed location is used, where will Milford Sound Helicopters park their staff vehicles - have they 
been consulted about this?  
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G. Attachments  
If you are using attachments to support your objection or submission clearly label each attachment, 

complete the table below and send in your attachments with this ‘objection or submission form’.  

Document title  

Document format (e.g. 

Word, PDF, Excel, jpg 

etc.) 

Description of attachment 

   

   

How do I submit my objection or submission? 

Complete this form and email to DNSubmissions@doc.govt.nz.  You may also mail your objection and 

submission to: Director-General, c/o Department of Conservation, Permissions Christchurch, Private Bag 

4715, Christchurch Mail Centre, Christchurch 8140. Attention: Ben Fielding, Senior Permissions Treaty 

Advisor 

  

mailto:DNSubmissions@doc.govt.nz
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Submission 2 
 
Name of submitter: James Stokes 
 
Organisation: QMUG 
 
Support, oppose or neutral: I Support this Application (I am making a submission) 
 
Hearing request: I Do Not wish to be heard in support of this objection or submission at a hearing. 
 
Specific parts: The Toilets and Pilots shelter 
 
Reasons: This is a long time coming and very much overdue. Milford airport needs to have facilities 
commensurate with its status as a premium gateway to Milford Sound/Piopiotahi. Lack of toilets is a 
constant complaint from customers and pilots will appreciate a place to get out if the sand flies. 
 
Outcomes: Ensure the facilities do not detract from the scenery. 
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Submission 3 
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Submission 4 
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