
SITE COORDINATES (NZTM) Easting: Northing:1668937 6125452 Source: On Screen

Finding aids to the location of the site

The site is on the headland at the entrance to Kingfish Bay.

Scale 1:2,500

IMPERIAL SITE NUMBER: METRIC SITE NUMBER: P04/582

Brief description

Gun emplacement.

P04/582NZAA SITE NUMBER:

SITE TYPE:

SITE NAME(s):

Military (non-Maori)

DATE RECORDED:

Site Record Form

Recorded features

Gun emplacement
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05/01/2020Printed by:

1 of 9

NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION



Statement of condition

Site description

Updated: 13/04/2011 - NZTM E1668937/ N6125452 (On Screen).

The first promontory on the eastern shore inside the harbour is Oheia or Kingfish Point, named for the excellence of the 
fishing here.  

On the end of Kingfish Point is the concrete gun emplacement of the Whangaroa Battery.  Two 60-pound field guns were 
placed here as an immediate response to the invasion threat following the entry of Japan into the Second World War in 
1941.  A concrete emplacement for a six-inch gun was begun in May 1942 and completed by August 1942, though the gun 
was in place and test fired in July.  The gun was crewed by the Royal New Zealand Artillery until November 1943, when the 
gun was removed.

There was no connection between the Army gun battery here and the Navy mine control station on the other side of the 
harbour entrance.  Communication between the two was by telephone connected through Wellington (or by rowing across!)

Site viewed from boat on several occasions during 2008 and 2009.  The gun emplacement, from c.50 m away, appears to 
be in good condition, athough it now has a navigation beacon attached to the top of the ‘lid’ of the emplacement.  It is also 
said to be used by guests at Kingfish Lodge, the nearby resort, for skeet shooting. 

Updated by: Park, Stuart.

Updated: 11/02/2013 - In Defence of Our Land:A tour of New Zealands Historic Harbour Forts - by Russell Glackin, 2009 pg 
120 states that the battery was completed in August 1943, though acknowledges presence of a 6 inch Mk VII naval gun 
from 1942.  Battery included a magazine, war shelters, observation post and an electricity generating plant, barrack 
accomodation and a landing jetty.  All construction materials are said to have been barged on site due to lack of roads.

Condition of the site

Current land use:

Threats:
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P04/582NZAA SITE NUMBER:SITE RECORD INVENTORY

Supporting documentation held in ArchSite
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