
21/10/2019 

My Name is Shaun Mckelvie I am the current Southland Branch NZDA President and have been in 

the role since may 2019. I Have been a part of nzda for many years and have used the red stag lodge 

in Mavora myself and with my family and friends , it is a great asset to the club to have somewhere 

anyone can book into and be sure they have a safe and well maintained hut and facility’s there 

waiting for them especially for myself with young children wanting to give them the outdoor 

experience without the worries of people coming in late at night or any undesirable persons turning 

up. The previous persons who built and set up the red stag lodge must have put in a huge effort to 

get it all together and the continual maintenance is always to a top standard . Also I believe that 

having people especially hunters there is a lot of pest management that is undertaken that is of a 

great benefit to the flora and fauna rats mice rabbits possums and larger game such as deer are all 

kept well in check. As I said it is a great asset that has been there for many years and many to come. 

Regards Shaun Mckelvie 





R E D  S T A G  L O D G E  

The early days: 

Southland Branch of New Zealand Deerstalkers Assn has had an association with the 
Mavora Area dating back over many years. 

The earliest Branch records date back to a minute book of 1952.  (records prior to that 
date were lost in a fire in the National Office)  At the time the Mavora area was part of a 
leasehold station farmed by Mr Jack Hazlett.  At that time the Branch took an active 
party in deer control and considerable man-hours and large numbers of deer shot are 
recorded during these operations.  In one weekend 74 red deer were shot on an 
organised hunt in the West Burn area. 

NZDA members were in fact the only hunters Mr Hazlett would let on his properties.  Mr 
Hazlett recognised the contribution branch members made to deer control he gave the 
Branch permission to erect a hut on his land. 

The 1960's.  The first hut: 

The hut was built on the bush edge in the area at the north end of South Mavora Lake at 
a time when access to the lakes was difficult and it could take the best part of a day to 
drive between Mossburn and Mavora. 

A number of other small huts were about the lakes mainly built and used by fishermen. 

In 1966 the three runs in the area were taken over by the Department of Lands & 
Survey.  The then Commissioner consented to branch members being given continued 
right of access to the hut. 

 



 

The 1970's and a change of policy: 

In the early 1970's the departments view changed, at the same time as the number of 
deer in the area due to the success of helicopter recovery operations in the open tussock 
country.   Deer were fairly easy picking for the helicopters in the open and noted pilot 
Bill Black remembers the hills running red after early hunts when hugs numbers of deer 
were taken.   The department required the removal of huts in the Mavora area.  The 
branch was caught in a crossfire between Lands & Survey and NZ Forest Service over 
who had jurisdiction. 

The reason for the request to remove the hut was part of a policy to have no buildings 
other than toilets within the high use recreational area between the two lakes. 

As the result of intervention by the local MP and questions in Parliament,  a two year 
reprieve was granted. 

In 1976 the Department of Lands and Survey conceded that the hut had been erected on 
State Forest Land and that the consent of Forest Service had been given to build it. 

In 1977 NZFS offered the branch an alternative site to relocate the hut.   

The old hut was cut in half for transport to the new site in February 1979. 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

A sight never seen before on the lake road 

Unfortunately it could not be done on the day and the hut was offloaded at Hikoraki 
woolshed.   Before the hut could be moved again it was mysteriously destroyed by fire.   

 

 

 

 

 

1980 and a new hut: 

Much discussion resulted in a plan to build a smaller hut and a number of working bees 
saw the new hut take shape in a year. 



 

 
Life member Bill Bell painting rafters. 

 

 

George Stuart, Ken Howie, ??   Alan Stuart, Front Kaj Hogh, Ian King, Arthur Waghorn 
ham it up for the camera.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Kay Hogh, George Stuart, Bill Bell, Mervyn Officer, Alan Stuart, Bert Richardson, Ian King 

The new hut was built on site by members using voluntary labour and it's replacement 
was far in excess of the $8000 it was valued at that time.  An access road was formed and 
gravelled.  A permit to occupy a hut site was signed with NZ Forest Service on 



17.10.1980.  At that time the hut was situated on land designated as Snowden State 
Forest 24 and administered by Forest Service. 

The new hut was officially opened by the Branch honorary solicitor Mr John Russell on 3 
October 1981 

 

 

Branch President Des Popham presents John Russell with a bottle of scotch in appreciation for 
his work in helping secure our hut site. 

 

 

Considerable care was taken to ensure that this hut was as unobtrusive as possible.   It is 
well off the beaten track and one could say it is well hidden. It’s impact on the area is 



very low.  It is not signposted, the gate is locked and the branch has written to DOSLI 
requesting reference to the hut be removed from future map editions.  

Early 1980's and further change of management: 

The land occupied by the hut was declared Crown Land by the Reserves and other Land 
Disposal Act 1983 and the Department of Lands & Survey assumed administration. 

In 1984 and before submissions had been closed on the Draft Management Plan for the 
Mavora Lakes Pastoral Park, a ranger's house and office were constructed at a cast of 
near $300,000.  Without consultation with us the access road to the hut was closed and 
an access track to a caravan park was formed.   This road was so rough few caravans 
ever used it and the concept was abandoned within a short time.  The branch was forced 
to upgrade the access road to a standard where it could be safely used for cars.  Within a 
few short years the ranger's house was sold at a huge loss and removed from the site.  

In 1980 NZFS charged a peppercorn rental of $1 per year for the hut site. 

In 1984 Lands & Survey wanted to charge us $48.  This was the same rental as Elfin Bay 
station paid for the whole of the Greenstone Valley lease. 

When Department of Conservation was formed in the 1986 they wanted to increase the 
site rental to $480 per year.  After some years of negotiation the branch has agreed to 
pay and annual site licence of $100 plus GST.   

As a condition of our concession we are required to have public liability insurance and 
we have to pay rates on the site.   Add insurance to the mix and the Branch has 
significant financial outgoing each year to keep this hut which is the only hut of it’s kind 
in the Mavora area. 

During the 1950’s Dolly Leask planted water lilies in a pond at Martins Creek on Stewart 
Island where they thrived.   In 1998 a few roots were relocated to the pond to the left of 
this hut.  At the time this pond held a good depth of water.  Over the years the ponds 
about the hut have almost dried up.  In 2012 some roots were shifted to the large pond 
around the corner where they are doing well and in 2014 produced flowers. 

 



The New Zealand Deerstalkers Association was officially founded in 

1938 at an evening held at Elmwood Gardens in Invercargill. 

Approximately 120 deerstalkers gathered for the official forming of the 

NZDA. The following members were elected to office 

President Dr G B Orbell 

Committee Arthur Hamilton, J Sorenson, D Robson, Jack Blampied, and 

A E W McDonald all of Invercargill, George Herron from Belfour, and 

Finn McRae from Benmore, all prominent people in their respective 

communities. 

An extract from the May 1938 meeting would best describe the direction 

in which the association wishes to go. “We have here in Southland and 

Otago probably the best stalking in the world today, we can offer a big 

variety of game with the possibility of a record head. This good stalking 

is I understand still advertised at the High Commissions Office in 

London, but I am afraid visitors from overseas and conditions here at 

present it is apparently necessary for some organisation to look after 

stalking interests and to awaken the Government to the value and 

attraction of Deerstalking to overseas and our own local stalkers.” 

Interestingly 65 years later the Association still maintains the same 

philosophy to promote deerstalking and retain our game herds at 

manageable levels. Over the years NZDA has expanded to 54 branches 

and also affiliated to the following; 

Council of Licensed Firearms Owners (COLFO) 

Coalition of Outdoor Recreational Organisations (CORANZ) 

Game and Forrest Foundation (GFF) 

NZ Assembly for Sport Inc. 

NZ Shooting Federation 

NZ Federation of Rifle Rod & Gun Sportsmen 

NZ Mountain Safety Council (NZMSC) 

International Shooting Union (through the NZ Shooting Federation) 

NZ Olympic Committee Incorporated (through NZ Shooting Federation) 

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (USA) 

SPARC 

The Association in conjunction with the NZ Mountain Safety Council has 

introduced a training programme for young hunters with the instructors 

being NZQA qualified. This is to educate young people in all aspects of 

senBush Craft and Safety while hunting. 

While hosting this conference in Invercargill we take pride in having as a 

guest Andrew Cowie. Andrew also attended the 1938 dinner. 



Annual General Meeting  May 2019 

 

Apologies:   Bevan McNaughton 

  Moved for acceptance by  Andy Nesbit           

Seconded Shaun McKelvie 

 

Minutes:   Minutes of the 2018 Annual general meeting were read and confirmed 

   

  Moved for acceptance by Andy Nesbit           

Seconded Shaun McKelvie 

  

   

 

Matters Arising:   

 

President's Report:  The President's report was presented to the meeting by S. Robinson.  

 

Moved by Ray Phillips, seconded Tim Smalley that the President's report be adopted. The motion was put and 

carried. 

 

Treasurer's Report:  The report and balance sheet was presented to the meeting by S. Robinson. It was moved 

by Ray Phillips, seconded by Dave Howden that the report and balance sheet be adopted. The motion was put 

and carried. 

 

 

Nominations:     Nominated  Seconded 

President:  Shaun McKelvie Doug Gordon  Thomas Mead       

Vice President: Willie Muir  Andy Nesbit  Tim Smalley 

Secretary:  Andy Nesbit  Ray Phillips  Dave Howden 

Treasurer:  Thomas Mead  Shaun McKelvie Ray Phillips     

Magazine Editor: Doug Gordon  Dave Howden  Nathan Dawson 

Membership  Ray Phillips  Andy Nesbit  Doug Gordon 

 

Executive:Existing N Dawson, , N. Miller,  

are eligible for re-election as existing members of the executive. Accordingly, these members are re-elected. 

Executive 2019: D. Howden  D. Gordon  S. Robinson A. Nesbit 

 T. Mead  R. Phillips  N. Dawson N. Miller 

 S. McKelvie  N. Dawson  T. Mead 

R. Phillips has accepted the membership nomination with the proviso that he would only do it as long as 

circumstances allow, while training an apprentice membership officer. 

 

It was moved by Roger McNaughton, seconded by Tim Smalley that nominations for the executive be closed. 

The motion was put and carried.   

                                        

Auditor: It was moved by Nathan Dawson, seconded by Thomas Mead that Mrs. E.J.Brown be appointed 

honorary auditor for the coming year. The motion was put and carried 

 

 

 

 

 

 



General:  

 

Out Going President: Ray Phillips thanked Steve Robinson for his guidance and support as President over the 

last 5 years and wished him the best of luck. 

 

Centralized Database: Due to the teething problems with the implementation of the centralised database 

consideration to be given to club withdrawing from this and administering membership at club level. 

 

Moved by Roger McNaughton and seconded by Stefan Howden that unless the cause of the membership 

situation is identified and sorted out that the branch withdraw from the centralised membership system and 

manage it independently at branch level. 

 

Motion carried.  

 

Young hunts program – 2019 course in planning stage. Currently have 5 people interested.  Last years course 

went well. Currently have 5 candidates registered. Course date changed from September to July to allow for 

shearers quarters at Mt Nicholas to be used and save travel time from Red Stag lodge. 

 

The minimum age for the course is 16 years. If a member has a younger family member who wants to do the 

course, then the parent will have to attend the course also. 

 

National Conference: Moved by Nathan Dawson and seconded by Steve Robinson that the branch send a 

delegate to National Conference this year 

 

Motion carried. 

 

Caterers: Dave Howden thanked the caterers for supper provided 

 

Life Membership: Steve Robinson presented Dave Howden (73yrs old) with life membership of the Southland 

Branch of the New Zealand Deer Stalkers Association.  
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