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• Arrange a pre-application meeting (either face to face or over the phone) by contacting the 
Department of Conservation Office2 closest to where the activity is proposed. You can use DOC 
maps3 to identify which District Office you should contact. Or arrange a meeting with any of our 
four offices that process concessions4 – choose the one closest to where the activity is proposed.   

• If your application covers multiple districts, contact the office nearest most of the locations you are 
applying for, or nearest to locations you have a specific question about.    

What happens next?  

Once your application forms are received, your application will be assessed by DOC. If your application is 
complete, DOC will begin processing.  

If your application is incomplete it will be returned to you for more information. 

Why does DOC ask for this information? 

The questions in this application information form and the activity application form/s are designed to cover 
the requirements set out in conservation legislation. Your answers allow us to assess:  

• Your most up-to-date details so that DOC can contact you about your application.  
• Your qualifications, resources, skills and experience to adequately conduct the activity on public 

conservation land. 
• Your creditworthiness will help determine whether DOC should extend credit to you and set up a 

DOC customer accounts receivable credit account for cost recovery. To make this assessment 
DOC will supply your information to a credit checking agency.  

Note:  
• Personal information will be managed by DOC confidentially. For further information check DOC’s 

privacy and security statements5. 
• Information collected by DOC will be supplied to a debt collection agency in the event of non-

payment of payable fees.  

What fees will I pay? 

You may be required to pay a processing fee for this application regardless of whether your application 
is granted or not. You may request an estimate of the processing fees for your application. If you request 
an estimate, DOC may require you to pay the reasonable costs of the estimate prior to it being prepared. 
DOC will not process your application until the estimate has been provided to you. In addition, if you are 
granted a guiding concession on public conservation land you may be required to pay annual activity and 
management fees. These fees are listed on the DOC webpage for the activity you are applying6 for. 

DOC will invoice your processing fees after your application has been considered. If your application is 
large or complex, DOC may undertake billing at intervals periodically during processing until a decision is 
made. If you withdraw your application DOC will invoice you for the costs incurred up to the point of your 
withdrawal.  

 
 
2 www.doc.govt.nz/footer-links/contact-us/office-by-name/     
3 http://maps.doc.govt.nz/mapviewer/index.html?viewer=docmaps   
4 https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/apply-for-permits/contacts  
5 https://www.doc.govt.nz/footer-links/privacy-and-security/ 
6 https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/apply-for-permits/apply-for-a-permit/  
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Your application will set up a credit account with DOC. See the checklist at the end of the form for the 
terms and conditions you need to accept for a DOC credit account.  

Will my application be publicly notified? 

Your application will be publicly notified if: 
• It is a license with a term of more than 10 years. 
• It is a lease. 
• After having regard to the effects of the activity, DOC considers it appropriate to do so. 

Public notification will increase the time and cost of processing of your application.  

What does DOC require if my application is approved?  

If your application is approved DOC requires:  
• Insurance to indemnify the Minister of Conservation against any claims or liabilities arising from 

your actions. The level of insurance cover will depend on the activity. 
• A copy of your safety plan audited by an external expert (e.g. Health and Safety in Employment 

(Adventure Activity) Regulations 2011 audit or a DOC listed organisation). See the Safety Plan7 
information on the DOC website for further information.  

 
Note: DOC/Minister can vary the concession if the information on which the concession was granted 
contained material inaccuracies. DOC may also recover any costs incurred.  
  

 
 
7 https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/apply-for-permits/managing-your-concession/safety-plans/  
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The Department recommends that you contact the Department of Conservation Office closest to where 
the activity is proposed to discuss the application prior to completing the application forms.  Please 
provide all information requested in as much detail as possible.  Applicants will be advised if further 
information is required before this application can be processed by the Department.  

 

This form is to be used when the proposed activity is the building or use of any private or commercial 
facility or structure on public conservation land managed by the Department of Conservation.   Examples 
may include lease of land to erect an information centre; authorisation to erect a weather station; or 
construct or lease a private/commercial campground or lodge.  This form is to be completed in 
conjunction with either Applicant Information Form 1a (longer term concession) or Applicant Information 
Form 1b (one-off concession) as appropriate.  

 

Please complete this application form, attach Form 1a or Form 1b, and any other applicable forms and 
information and send to permissions@doc.govt.nz.  The Department will process the application and 
issue a concession if it is satisfied that the application meets all the requirements for granting a 
concession under the Conservation Act 1987.  

 

If you require extra space for answering please attach and label according to the relevant section. 

 

Concession Application  
Form 3b – Private/commercial facility/structures 

mailto:permissions@doc.govt.nz
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A. Description of Activity 
Please describe the proposed activity in detail – where the site is located, please use NZTM GPS 
coordinates where possible, what you intend to use the building for, whether you intend to make any 
changes to the infrastructure.  

Please include the name and status of the public conservation land, the size of the area for which you 
are applying and why this area has been chosen. 

If necessary, attach further information including a map, a detailed site plan and drawings of proposal 
and label Attachment 3b:A. 

 
Proposed Activity:  
 
To continue the administration of Te Ahurea (formerly Rewa’s Village) – a replica Maori fishing village on 
the Kerikeri Basin Recreation Reserve. 
 
Hongi Hika and Rewa were chiefs of the hapū, Ngāi Tawake, part of the confederation of tribes that called 
themselves Ngāpuhi. Kerikeri inlet was on the perimeter of their tribal land and was their seaport, the place where 
they came to fish, to collect shellfish and keep their canoes. 
 
The former village was named after Rewa, an eminent Ngāpuhi chief who grew to prominence in the early 1800’s 
and, along with Hongi Hika, provided patronage for the establishment of the Kerikeri Mission station in 1819. The 
Mission (or Kemp) house is one of the first places in New Zealand where Māori invited Europeans to live among 
them and is the oldest building in New Zealand. 
 
Rewa’s Village was an initiative by the community (led by Len and Betty Coates) to stop the further loss of land 
on the Kerikeri Inlet to developers in the 1970’s. The village overlooks Kororipo Pā, a terraced Pā site that 
encloses and shelters the Kerikeri Basin. It was once a stockaded fortress but by the 1820’s was an unfortified 
village where some of Hongi Hika and Rewa’s people lived. 
 
The village first opened in January 1970, and over nearly 40 years on, the control of the land was returned to the 
people of Ngāti Rēhia. Under the new management, the history presented by Rewa’s Village tour guides was 
drawn from the people of Ngāti Rēhia, changing the narrative from a colonial perspective to a local hapū, Ngāti 
Rēhia perspective. 
 
The Kerikeri Basin is culturally and historically one of the most important places in New Zealand, as the site 
where Māori and Pakeha first met and lived, worked and traded together. This area has now officially been 
named ‘Kororipo Heritage Park’. 
 
Journey back in time to experience life within an interactive pā site setting nestled along the banks of Te Awa o 
Ngā Rangatira. Explore, discover, experience and learn through sharing our culture, our past and our present 
within this historic meeting pool that completes the cultural balance of New Zealand’s foundation stories within 
Kororipo Heritage Park. Te Ahurea Living Experience includes: 

• Historical Exhibition 
• Indoor Museum Displays 
• Native Plants & Rongoā Gardens 
• Whare Waka 
• Wharehui, Kainga, Whata, Kouta, and Pātaka 
• Beautiful viewing platforms looking over the Kerikeri basin 
• Boardwalk pathways through the village grounds 
• Mangrove boardwalk to pontoon 
• Shop 
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Activity resides within:  
See Attachment 3b:A (i) and (ii) for Map. 
 
Name: Kerikeri Basin Recreation Reserve 
Address: 1 Landing Road, Kerikeri, 0230 
Legislation: Reserves Act 1977 
Section: s.17 - Recreation Reserve 
Recorded Area (ha): 17.0613 
GIS Area (ha): 17.3341 
 
 
Lease application area (all measurements are approximate):  
See Attachment 3b:A (i) and (ii) for Map. 
 
Proposed lease areas (exclusive use): 

• Te Ahurea: 6820 m2 
• Wastewater Disposal Field and infrastructure: 467 m2 

 
Proposed licence areas (non-exclusive use) 

• Wharewaka (previously vested by Council, now PCL): 750 m2 
• Wider surroudning reserve: 9,800 m2  

 
 
Existing buildings/ structures:  

• Main building (encompassing dwelling and museum): use to remain  
• Other structures: platform, several whare replicas and shelters.  

Proposed changes include general upkeep and site development in keeping with existing use.  
 

 

B. Alternative sites considered 
If your application is to build, extend or add to any permanent or temporary structures or facilities on 
public conservation land, please provide the following details:  

• Could this structure or facility be reasonably located outside public conservation land? Provide 
details of other sites/areas considered.  

• Could any potential adverse effects be significantly less (and/or different) in another conservation 
area or another part of the conservation area to which the application relates? Give 
details/reasons 

Any changes would be general upkeep and site development in keeping with existing use.  
 

 

C. Larger area  
Is the size of the area you are applying for larger than the structure/facility YES 

If yes, please detail the size difference in the box below, and answer the following 3 questions, if no 
please go on to the next section: 
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Areas include building and associated structures (tracks, replica village, viewing platform etc).  
 

 

Is this necessary for safety or security purposes? YES 

Is this necessary as an integral part of the activity? YES 

Is this essential to carrying on the activity?  YES 

If the answer to any of the above is yes, please provide details and attach supporting evidence if 
necessary and label Attachment 3b:C. 

Te Ahurea is both a dwelling and commercial site, and the larger size is required to provide security and protect 
existing infrastructure, new and regenerative planting, etc.  
 
Wastewater disposal field is susceptible to damage from foot traffic therefore access is to be restricted. A 
temporary fence and signage is currently in place.  
 
Wastewater design documents enclosed as Attachment 3b:C.  
 
 

 

D. Exclusive possession  
Do you believe you need exclusive possession of the public conservation land on which your 
structure/building is located, ie no one else can use the land during your use of it? YES  
(Exclusive occupation requires a lease which requires public notification of the application) 

If yes, please answer the following 3 questions, if no please go to the next section: 

Is exclusive possession necessary to protect public safety? YES 

Is exclusive possession necessary to protect physical security of the activity? YES 

Is exclusive possession necessary for the competent operation of the activity? YES 

If the answer to any of the above is yes, please provide details and attach supporting evidence if 
necessary and label Attachment 3b:D. 

Lease application for both excusive and non-exclusive use areas.  
 
The proposed lease area for exclusive use encompasses Te Ahurea’s replica village and main building, with an 
additional area of exclusive use encompassing the wastewater disposal field. Both areas are shown in red on the 
attached Maps of Attachment 3bA (i) and (ii).  

• The exclusive use is required over the wastewater disposal field to protect human health and to ensure 
functionality of the wastewater system.  

• Exclusive use is sought for Te Ahurea to provide security to the facility and dwelling.  
 
Non-exclusive use is sought to capture the wharewaka and wider reserve areas to allow Ngāti Rēhia to upkeep 
and manage, whilst still granting public access 
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E. Technical Specifications (for telecommunications sites only) 
Frequencies on which the equipment is to operate 

- 

Power to be used (transmitter output) 

- 

Polarisation of the signal 

- 

Type of antennae 

- 

The likely portion of a 24 hour period that transmitting will occur 

- 

Heaviest period of use 

- 

 

F. Term 
Please detail the length of the term sought (i.e. number of years or months) and why.  

Note: An application for a concession for a period over 10 years must be publicly notified, an application 
for a concession up to 10 years will not be publicly notified unless the adverse effects of the activity are 
such that it is required, or if an exclusive interest in the land is required. 

30 years.  
 
 

 

G. Bulk fuel storage 
Under the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996 (HSNO Act) ‘Bulk fuel storage’ is considered to be any single 
container, stationary or mobile, used or unused, that has a capacity in excess of 250 litres of Class 3 fuel types.  This includes 
petrol, diesel, aviation gasoline, kerosene and Jet A1.  For more information on Hazardous Substances, go to: 
http:/www.business.govt.nz/worksafe/information-guidance/legal-framework/hsno-act-1996 

Do you intend to store fuel in bulk on the land as part of the activity?    NO 
 
If you have answered yes, then please provide full details of how and where you intend to store the fuel, 
and label any attachments including plans, maps and/or photographs as Attachment 3b:G. If your 
concession application is approved you will be required to provide a copy of your HSNO compliance 
certification to the Department before you begin the activity. 

-  

http://www.business.govt.nz/worksafe/information-guidance/legal-framework/hsno-act-1996
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H. Environmental Impact Assessment  
This section is one of the most important factors that will determine the Department’s decision on the application.  Please answer in detail. 

In column 1 please list all the locations of your proposal, please use NZTM GPS coordinates where possible.  In column 2 list any special features of the 
environment or the recreation values of that area.  Then in column 3 list any effects (positive or adverse) that your activity may have on the values or 
features in column 2.  In column 4 list the ways you intend to mitigate, remedy or avoid any adverse effects noted in column 3.  Please add extra 
information or supporting evidence as necessary and label Attachment 3b:H. 

Refer to Steps 1 and 2 in your Guide to Environmental Impact Assessment to help you fill in this section.  

Location on public 
conservation land 

Special feature or value Potential effects of your 
activity on the feature or 
value (positive or adverse) 

Methods to remedy, mitigate or avoid any adverse effects 
identified 

Kerikeri Basin Recreation 
Reserve 

Maori replica village  • Retaining significant 
cultural identity of the 
site.  

• Designating exclusive and non-exclusive use areas. 
Exclusive use encompassing structures, commercial 
components, utilities etc. 

• Fence and sign posting proposed.  

Kerikeri Basin Recreation 
Reserve 

Access to the reserve  • Security  • Non-exclusive use within the wider reserve and 
wharewaka to retain open access.  

Kerikeri Basin Recreation 
Reserve 

Wastewater disposal field 
situated on PCL.  

• Human health risk low as 
wastewater is secondary 
treated, so long as the 
system is protected. 
Access must be 
discouraged. Risk of 
damage to the 
effectiveness of field if 
repeatedly accessed by 
foot traffic.   

• Fence off and signpost to prevent access.  

• Capture within the area designated for ‘exclusive 
use’ under the Lease.   

Kerikeri Basin Recreation Wharewaka • Protection of wharewaka Included as non-exclusive access to allow Ngāti Rēhia to 
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Reserve (formerly vested in 
Council)  

and upkeep. 

• Retaining cultural identity 
of the location.  

upkeep and manage, whilst still granting public access.  
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I. Other 
Is there any further information you wish to supply in support of your application? Please attach if 
necessary and label Attachment 3a:I. 
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On Site Wastewater Management
Report (TP58)

1 Landing Road, Kerikeri

Report prepared for: Department of Conservation
By Vision Consulting Engineers Limited
J13416
08/02/2018
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