
Paws on Patrol
Sassy the rodent pest detection dog

Lesson plan 2
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Key vocabulary 
Biodiversity: The variety of living things in a place. 
The greater the number of living things, the more 
‘biodiverse’ the place is.

Biosecurity: Actions to keep New Zealand free of 
unwanted organisms (introduced predators, weeds 
and diseases such as kauri dieback and myrtle rust) 
and to control, manage or remove them if they arrive 
in the country.

Endangered species: A species that is seriously at risk 
of extinction.

Introduced pest/predator: An animal or plant species 
that has come from another country and is threatening 
New Zealand’s living things and environment. 
Introduced predators were brought to New Zealand  
by people via ships and through the transportation  
of goods.

Native species: A species that arrived in New Zealand 
by itself and is also found in other countries. 

Triathlon: An athletic competition consisting of three 
different events. These are typically swimming, cycling 
and long-distance running. 

 

KEY
= links to videos    = links to websites    = links to pages within this resource 

Achievement objectives
LEVELS 1–4 SCIENCE

Nature of Science: : Investigating in science, 
Communicating in science, Understanding 
about science, Participating and contributing.

  Living World: Ecology. Recognise (and explain) 
how living things are suited to their particular 
habitat and how they respond to environmental 
changes, both natural and human-induced.

Science capabilities: Engage with science.

Key competencies
  Thinking.
  Using language.
  Relating to others.
  Participating and contributing.

Learning intentions
This lesson plan has been developed to support 
learning about the Conservation Dogs Programme 
and the threats that are posed by introduced predators. 
It should be completed after viewing Paws on Patrol 
episode 2: Greg and Sassy in the Fanimals series.    

To learn more about Conservation Dogs, Predator Free 
2050, biosecurity and how to take conservation action 
in your local community, visit www.doc.govt.nz/
education-conservation-dogs.

Upon completion of this lesson plan, students will be 
able to: 

 understand the important role Conservation 
Dogs play in protecting New Zealand’s unique 
biodiversity 

 understand the purpose of the DUAL event that is 
being held in the Motutapu and Rangitoto island 
sanctuaries

 identify the key characteristics of the six focus 
birds that are being protected on these islands

 plan an event to raise money for a conservation 
project in their local community. 

        Curriculum links

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jc2Tv_UUGqs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jc2Tv_UUGqs&feature=youtu.be
www.doc.govt.nz/education-conservation-dogs
www.doc.govt.nz/education-conservation-dogs


Activity ideas
 Activity 1: Watch Paws on Patrol episode 2 and 
have a class discussion to summarise the story. Then 
watch the video a second time and ask students to 
think about the three key points in the story. They can 
then share these points with a buddy and compare 
ideas. You could ask students the following questions 
to support the discussion. 

 What characteristics or qualities does Sassy have 
that makes her suited to detecting introduced 
predators/pests? 

 How do trained Conservation Dogs benefit the 
environment and conservation? 

 What can you do at school or in your own backyard 
to protect and restore nature?

Activity 2: Find Motutapu and Rangitoto islands on 
a map. Consider why their terrain and locations make 
them appropriate for protection as sanctuaries and for 
hosting a triathlon. 

The DUAL competitors.  Photo: Pete Barton
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Activity 3: Learn more about some of the native birds 
that are found on Motutapu and Rangitoto islands  
by playing the Identify native birds card game 
(pages 4–5). 

Activity 4: Become an Event Planner! Place students 
in groups and ask them to organise a fundraiser 
event that helps raise awareness and money for a 
conservation project in your local area, using the 
information on the DUAL website for inspiration. 
Students could use the Event planner template 
(page 6) to assist with their planning.  

Supporting resources
Useful links 
  The DUAL event: www.thedual.co.nz
 Rangitoto Island: www.doc.govt.nz/rangitoto-

island
 Rangitoto Island Historic Conservation Trust: 
 www.rangitoto.org
 Motutapu Island: www.doc.govt.nz/

motutapuisland
 Motutapu Restoration Trust 

www.motutapu.org.nz
 Pest Free Hauraki Gulf: www.doc.govt.nz/

pestfreehaurakigulf
 New Zealand birds A–Z: www.doc.govt.nz/birds
 Fabulous facts about Auckland’s wildlife posters: 

www.doc.govt.nz/auckland-wildlife-posters
 Experiencing birds in your green space resource: 

www.doc.govt.nz/experiencingbirds

Books
 Rangitoto by Maria Gill.
 Which New Zealand bird? by Andrew Crowe.
 The hand guide to the birds of New Zealand by 

Hugh Robertson and Barrie Heather.

Further information
For additional resources to support teaching and 
learning in nature, visit DOC’s conservation education 
webpage: www.doc.govt.nz/education.

To learn more about our amazing Conservation Dogs, 
check out DOC’s Conservation Dogs Programme 
education resource: www.doc.govt.nz/education-
conservation-dogs.

For further information on the Conservation Dogs 
Programme, visit www.doc.govt.nz/conservation-
dogs.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jc2Tv_UUGqs&feature=youtu.be
www.thedual.co.nz
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/auckland/places/rangitoto-island
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/auckland/places/rangitoto-island
www.rangitoto.org
www.doc.govt.nz/motutapuisland
www.doc.govt.nz/motutapuisland
http://www.motutapu.org.nz/
www.doc.govt.nz/pestfreehaurakigulf
www.doc.govt.nz/pestfreehaurakigulf
www.doc.govt.nz/birds
www.doc.govt.nz/auckland-wildlife-posters
http://www.doc.govt.nz/education-experiencingbirds
www.doc.govt.nz/education
www.doc.govt.nz/education-conservation-dogs
www.doc.govt.nz/education-conservation-dogs
http://www.doc.govt.nz/our-work/conservation-dog-programme/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/our-work/conservation-dog-programme/
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Identify native birds card game 
Create these cards by cutting each of them out so that the image of the native bird is on one side and the clue is on 
the other.  

Two player game instructions: 

Your partner will read out the clues and you will guess 
what bird it is. Flip the card over to reveal if you are 
correct. 

Multi-player game instructions: 

Lay all of the cards out on a table, clue side up. Flip 
them over when you have made a guess to reveal if 
you are correct. 

Deep blue on the head, neck and underparts; olive 
green on the wings and back; a white undertail; and 
a bright red bill and legs. 

Length: 50 cm.

Weight: 2–3.5 kg.

Flightless.  

White head and underparts; pale brown upperparts, 
wings and tail; and a black beak and eyes.

Length: 15 cm. 

Weight: 15–18 g. 

Social songbirds that live in noisy groups of up to 
eight individuals and are often heard before they  
are seen. 

Black with a chestnut-coloured saddle across the 
back and reddish-orange wattles at the base of the 
bill. 

Length: 25 cm.

Weight: 70 g. 

Saved from extinction in the 1960s.

Takahē on Mana Island. Photo: Leon Berard (CC BY-NC 4.0) 
www.leonberardphotography.co.nz

Whitehead/pōpokatea on Mana Island.  Photo: Leon Berard 
(CC BY-NC 4.0) www.leonberardphotography.co.nz

North Island saddleback/tīeke on Kapiti Island Photo: Leon 
Berard (CC BY-NC 4.0) www.leonberardphotography.co.nzco.nz

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
www.leonberardphotography.co.nz
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
www.leonberardphotography.co.nz
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
www.leonberardphotography.co.nz
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Brown above and white below with a distinctive 
black (male) or dark brown (female) face mask 
extending down the neck and throat. Long, pointed 
orange bill with a dark tip. 

Length: 20 cm.

Weight: 61 g. 

One of the world’s rarest shorebirds.

Brown duck with white eye rings and a black and 
grey bill, legs and feet. 

Length: 48 cm.

Weight: 650 g (male); 580 g (female).

Male calls are soft and usually described as trills or 
piping, while females produce rasping growls and 
high-pitched and rapid quacks.

Yellowish-green body, red eyes and grey legs. 

Length: 20 cm.

Weight: 34 g (male); 26 g (female).

Has a beautiful and distinctive song. 

There are five species of this bird, all of which have 
a bright green body but can be identified by the 
colour of the head. 

Nest in holes in trees.

For more information about these and other birds that are found in New Zealand, visit: www.doc.govt.nz/birds

New Zealand shore plover/tuturuatu in Plimmerton.  
Photo: Sharon Gamble (CC BY-NC 4.0)

Brown teal/pāteke on Mana Island. Photo: Leon Berard  
(CC BY-NC 4.0) www.leonberardphotography.co.nz 

Male bellbird/korimako on Kapiti Island. Photo: Leon Berard 
(CC BY-NC 4.0) www.leonberardphotography.co.nz

Red-crowned parakeet/kākāriki in flax on Matiu/Somes Island. 
Photo: Leon Berard (CC BY-NC 4.0)  
www.leonberardphotography.co.nz

http://www.doc.govt.nz/birds
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
www.leonberardphotography.co.nz
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
www.leonberardphotography.co.nz
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
www.leonberardphotography.co.nz
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Event planner
 

The project/organisation we have chosen to fundraise 
for is:

The goal of this project/organisation is to:

Our key steps are: 

(Consider how you will fundraise and promote your event) 

-

-

-

-

Our goal is to:

What makes our project special and how do we feel about it?

Who may be able to help?

How will we know we are successful?

How can we measure our success?

These lesson plans have been written by Whitebait Media, with support from the Department of Conservation. June 2020
Editing and design: Te Rōpū Ratonga Auaha, Te Papa Atawhai | Creative Services, Department of Conservation
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