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Hokitika Guardian: Sage awaits whitebait paper 

Published: 10/01/2019 



 
 

RNZ Insight: Frittering away - Why whitebait is in decline  

From MSN  

Published 12:13 02/12/2018  

RNZ Insight/Teresa Cowie A notice in the Hokitika Guardian informing locals of the whitebaiting 

drop-in sessions 12 drop-in discussion sessions have been held around the country, to gather 

feedback from whitebaiters and all of those concerned about the decline of the species. ... 400 

people with an interest in whitebaiting made their voices heard at the sessions which have now 

concluded, another 2,500 have filled in a survey looking at Improving Whitebait management.  

 

Frittering away - Why whitebait is in decline  

From Radio New Zealand Audio  

Published 08:12 02/12/2018  

A notice in the Hokitika Guardian informing locals of the whitebaiting drop-in sessions Photo: RNZ 

Insight/Teresa Cowie ... 400 people with an interest in whitebaiting made their voices heard at the 

sessions which have now concluded, another 2,500 have filled in a survey looking at Improving 

Whitebait management.  

 

RNZ National 7am - Item 7  

From Radio New Zealand  

Published 07:43 30/11/2018  

The [NZ] Department of Conservation has held discussions sessions around the country and 2500 

people have filled in a survey on improving whitebait management.  

 

Whitebait numbers decline 'rubbish'  

From Southland Times  

Published 19:02 06/11/2018  

It wants to reverse the "decline" of whitebait numbers in New Zealand and has asked the public to 

share their views on whitebait management at drop-in sessions around the country. ... McCracken, 

who wanted a whitebait management group formed for New Zealand, believed all whitebaiters 

should have to pay an annual $120 license fee, with the money used for habitat protection and 

https://www.msn.com/en-nz/news/national/frittering-away-why-whitebait-is-in-decline/ar-BBQlNfR
https://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/insight/audio/2018673553/frittering-away-why-whitebait-is-in-decline
https://news.fuseworksmedia.com/09916f8e-810a-419c-8005-ac61d2d7d26d/cab50587-24ff-4b88-983d-b1794729c36d
https://www.stuff.co.nz/southland-times/news/108383071/Whitebait-numbers-decline-rubbish


research. ... It would outline the issues and options for the future of whitebait management in a 

report next year.  

 

Whitebait numbers decline 'rubbish'  

From Stuff.co.nz  

Published 18:15 06/11/2018  

It wants to reverse the "decline" of whitebait numbers in New Zealand and has asked the public to 

share their views on whitebait management at drop-in sessions around the country. ... McCracken, 

who wanted a whitebait management group formed for New Zealand, believed all whitebaiters 

should have to pay an annual $120 license fee, with the money used for habitat protection and 

research. ... It would outline the issues and options for the future of whitebait management in a 

report next year.  

 

Views on whitebait management sought  

From Newsie  

Published 11:23 04/11/2018  

With four of New Zealand’s six whitebait species classified as threatened or at risk of extinction, the 

Department of Conservation is consulting New Zealanders on whitebait management. ... DOC will 

include public feedback from the online survey and drop-in sessions, along with the views of the 

Whitebait Working Group and iwi, in a report outlining the issues and options for the future of 

whitebait management.  

 

Views on whitebait management sought  

From SunLive  

Published 09:34 04/11/2018  

With four of New Zealand’s six whitebait species classified as threatened or at risk of extinction, the 

Department of Conservation is consulting New Zealanders on whitebait management. ... DOC will 

include public feedback from the online survey and drop-in sessions, along with the views of the 

Whitebait Working Group and iwi, in a report outlining the issues and options for the future of 

whitebait management. ... Visit DOC’s website for the whitebait survey: www.doc.govt.nz  

 

Views on whitebait management sought  

From Weekend Sun  

Published 12:41 02/11/2018  

With four of New Zealand’s six whitebait species classified as threatened or at risk of extinction, the 

Department of Conservation is consulting New Zealanders on whitebait management. ... DOC will 

include public feedback from the online survey and drop-in sessions, along with the views of the 

Whitebait Working Group and iwi, in a report outlining the issues and options for the future of 

whitebait management. ... Visit DOC’s website for the whitebait survey: www.doc.govt.nz  

 

Whitebait protection on the table  

From Waatea News  

Published 19:22 01/11/2018  

Visit DOC's website for the whitebait survey and FAQs: https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-

your-say/all-consultations/2018/improving-  

 

Conservation minister invites public to talk about whitebait 

From Taranaki Daily News 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/108383071/Whitebait-numbers-decline-rubbish
https://www.newsie.co.nz/news/124579-views-on-whitebait-management-sought.html
https://www.sunlive.co.nz/news/192590-views-on-whitebait-management-sought.html
http://www.doc.govt.nz/
https://www.theweekendsun.co.nz/news/5156-views-on-whitebait-management-sought.html
http://www.doc.govt.nz/
http://www.waateanews.com/waateanews/x_news/MjA0NzU/Breakfast%20with%20Dale/Whitebait-protection-on-the-table
https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-your-say/all-consultations/2018/improving-
https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-your-say/all-consultations/2018/improving-
https://www.stuff.co.nz/taranaki-daily-news/news/108208882/conservation-minister-invites-public-to-talk-about-whitebait


Published 13:37 30/10/2018 

Whitebaiters lining Taranaki rivers in the hunt for the translucent delicacy have expressed interest in 

sharing their views on managing stocks. Conservation Minister Eugenie Sage and Department of 

Conservation are inviting everyone with an interest in whitebait to take part in an online survey or at 

drop-in sessions to be held around the country… 

 

The Trough Monitor: where did the politicians spend our money this week?  

From Point of Order  

Published 15:30 27/10/2018  

Conservation Minister Eugenie Sage is inviting everyone with an interest in whitebait [that’s most of 

us, surely] to share their views on whitebait management in an online survey and/or at drop-in 

sessions around the country. ... DOC will include public feedback from the online survey and drop-in 

sessions, along with the views of the Whitebait Working Group and iwi, in a report outlining the 

issues and options for the future of whitebait management. ... Visit DOC’s website for the whitebait 

survey and FAQs  

 

Newsletter: Morals of driverless cars, Kiwis not so sun smart, and applications closing for 

Wellington Science Media SAVVY  

From Science Media Centre  

Published 15:05 26/10/2018  

Views on whitebait: The Government is seeking the public's views on whitebait management via an 

online survey and drop-in sessions around the country to help inform a report.  

 

Public views sought on whitebait  

From SunLive  

Published 11:28 26/10/2018  

Conservation Minister Eugenie Sage is inviting everyone with an interest in whitebait to share their 

views on whitebait management in an online survey and/or at drop-in sessions around the country. 

... DOC will include public feedback from the online survey and drop-in sessions, along with the 

views of the Whitebait Working Group and iwi, in a report outlining the issues and options for the 

future of whitebait management. ... Visit DOC’s website for the whitebait survey and FAQs: 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-your-say/all-consultations/2018/improving-  

 

Public's views on whitebait fishery sought  

From Otago Daily Times  

Published 06:45 26/10/2018  

The department will include public feedback from the online survey and drop-in sessions, along with 

the views of the working group and iwi, in a report outlining the issues and options for the future of 

whitebait management.  

 

Public views sought on whitebait  

From Newsie  

Published 15:22 25/10/2018  

Conservation Minister Eugenie Sage is inviting everyone with an interest in whitebait to share their 

views on whitebait management in an online survey and/or at drop-in sessions around the country. 

... DOC will include public feedback from the online survey and drop-in sessions, along with the 

views of the Whitebait Working Group and iwi, in a report outlining the issues and options for the 

https://pointofordernz.wordpress.com/2018/10/27/the-trough-monitor-where-did-the-politicians-spend-our-money-this-week-5/
https://news.fuseworksmedia.com/09916f8e-810a-419c-8005-ac61d2d7d26d/9a9a58e4-bbe6-43dd-b419-4784ce03134e
https://news.fuseworksmedia.com/09916f8e-810a-419c-8005-ac61d2d7d26d/9a9a58e4-bbe6-43dd-b419-4784ce03134e
https://www.sunlive.co.nz/news/191957-public-views-sought-on-whitebait.html
https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-your-say/all-consultations/2018/improving-
https://www.odt.co.nz/news/national/publics-views-whitebait-fishery-sought
https://www.newsie.co.nz/news/122963-public-views-sought-on-whitebait.html


future of whitebait management. ... Visit DOC’s website for the whitebait survey and FAQs: 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-your-say/all-consultations/2018/improving-  

 

Whitebaiters could hold the key to securing the future of endangered New Zealand tradition  

From TVNZ  

Published 14:34 25/10/2018  

Complete DOC's whitebait survey here  

 

Public views sought on whitebait - Eugenie Sage  

From Voxy  

Published 10:49 25/10/2018  

Conservation Minister Eugenie Sage is inviting everyone with an interest in whitebait to share their 

views on whitebait management in an online survey and/or at drop-in sessions around the country. 

... DOC will include public feedback from the online survey and drop-in sessions, along with the 

views of the Whitebait Working Group and iwi, in a report outlining the issues and options for the 

future of whitebait management. ... Visit DOC’s website for the whitebait survey and FAQs: 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-your-say/all-consultations/2018/improving-  

 

Public views sought on whitebait - Eugenie Sage  

From Maggie Tait, NZ Government, Green Party  

Published 10:37 25/10/2018  

Conservation Minister Eugenie Sage is inviting everyone with an interest in whitebait to share their 

views on whitebait management in an online survey and/or at drop-in sessions around the country. 

... DOC will include public feedback from the online survey and drop-in sessions, along with the 

views of the Whitebait Working Group and iwi, in a report outlining the issues and options for the 

future of whitebait management. ... Visit DOC’s website for the whitebait survey and FAQs:  

 

DOC media release: Public views sought on whitebait 

 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-your-say/all-consultations/2018/improving-
https://www.tvnz.co.nz/one-news/new-zealand/whitebaiters-could-hold-key-securing-future-endangered-new-zealand-tradition
http://www.voxy.co.nz/politics/5/324176
https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-your-say/all-consultations/2018/improving-
https://news.fuseworksmedia.com/09916f8e-810a-419c-8005-ac61d2d7d26d/e2ddeb33-666f-4459-8bf4-a703cb2b5290
https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/media-releases/2018/public-views-sought-on-whitebait/


 
Conservation Minister Eugenie Sage is inviting everyone with an interest in whitebait to share their 

views on whitebait management in an online survey and/or at drop-in sessions around the country. 

 

Date:  25 October 2018 

Source:  Office of the Minister of Conservation 

 

“Whitebait are a key part of Kiwi culture. They’re taonga to iwi and fishing for whitebait is an 

important tradition for many New Zealanders,” Eugenie Sage said. 

 

“We also know that whitebait are in decline. Four of the six species that make up the whitebait 

fishery are threatened or at risk of extinction, and they face significant pressures – degraded 

habitats, poor water quality, obstacles to fish passage such as culverts and in some areas heavy 

fishing pressure. 

 

“We must reverse the decline of whitebait and address these pressures if we want healthy whitebait 

species and a sustainable fishery.” 

 

Eugenie Sage said that by holding drop-in sessions throughout the country, DOC is seeking to gather 

views from a wide range of people and answer their questions about whitebait. 

 



“DOC is also running an online survey so people can share their observations on the state of 

whitebait populations in their region and provide their views.” 

 

A Whitebait Working Group has been formed involving people with expertise in fisheries and species 

management, ecology, habitat restoration, commercial and recreational fishing, and mātauranga 

Māori to help develop an issues and options document. 

 

DOC will include public feedback from the online survey and drop-in sessions, along with the views 

of the Whitebait Working Group and iwi, in a report outlining the issues and options for the future of 

whitebait management. 

 

Eugenie Sage said public views and the issues and options report will help identify the next steps for 

restoring whitebait species to healthy populations and ensuring a sustainable whitebait fishery. 

 

Whitebait drop-in sessions 

The first drop-in session will take place in Nelson. 

 

Nelson: 

 

Tuesday 30 October 

10:30 am -12:30 pm 

Nelson Rugby Football Club 

5 Hathaway Terrace 

Trafalgar Park 

 

Throughout November, drop-in sessions on whitebait will be held in Whangarei, Hamilton, New 

Plymouth, Napier, Wellington, Christchurch, Westport, Greymouth, Fox Glacier, Haast and 

Invercargill. 

 

For the whitebait survey, frequently asked questions and updates on locations and dates:  

 

Improving whitebait management consultation 2018 

Email whitebait@doc.govt.nz for more information 

Contact 

For media enquiries contact: 

 

Maggie Tait, Office of the Minister of Conservation 

Mobile: +64 273 469 570 


