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6 November 2020

Alluvial Gold Mining in 
the Hokitika District
Brief overview of alluvial gold mining, 
relevant legislation and how it is managed
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Permits and legislation
Anyone wanting to undertake activities such as prospecting, 
exploration and mining must have a permit from New Zealand 
Petroleum and Minerals. They also require permission from the 
landowner for access to the land. For public conservation land, 
permission for access is required from DOC (an access 
arrangement).

Most mining activity in New Zealand is managed under the 
Crown Minerals Act 1991 (CMA) and the Resource Management 
Act 1991.  The Conservation Act 1987 and/or Reserves Act 1977 
are relevant for ancillary activities located outside of a Minerals 
Permit (eg concession for an access road if the access road is 
outside the mining permit).

Nonsequ osaperumque voluptatibus
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Tier 1 and Tier 2 permits
Mineral permits are split into Tier 1 and Tier 2. 

Tier 1 minerals permits comprise a small number of higher 
financial return minerals activities and underground mining. 

Tier 2 permits comprise lower financial return, small business 
and hobby mineral activities. Access arrangements for 
conservation land under the CMA are determined by the 
Minister of Conservation and Minister of Energy and 
Resources for Tier 1 permits and by the Minister of 
Conservation for Tier 2 permits.
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Flowchart of how Access Arrangements are processed on Public Conservation Land and other processes that contribute
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Section 61(2) of the CMA sets out the matters that Ministers 
must give regard to in respect to Access Arrangements on 
Crown Land and Land in the common marine and coastal area. 

Crown Minerals Act 1991
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Alluvial gold mining – what is 
it?

Alluvial gold comes from eroded hard-rock sources.  Rivers and glaciers flowing over 
gravels have washed and sorted them, concentrating the heavy gold in certain layers.

Image: Equipment typical of an Alluvial Gold mining operation in the Hokitika District. The gravel is loaded 
into the screen by the digger at one end. The gravel is washed with water, with spinning action separating 

out the different sized gravel particles to find whole pieces/flakes of gold. Anything that is not gold, is 
transported off the conveyor belt to be used as part of rehabilitation.  
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Issues to 
manage

The key land use issues that the department manages 
with small scale alluvial gold mining are the temporary 
loss of habitat / vegetation and the risk of sedimentation 
caused by wash and stormwater. Generally there is no 
risk of acid mine drainage from alluvial gold mining (unlike 
coal mining or hard rock gold mining). 

The areas targeted by modern alluvial gold miners are 
almost entirely the same as the areas targeted by historic 
goldminers. Modern machinery has meant the areas 
previously mined are able to be re-mined to extract the 
gold that the miners in the 1800s were unable to extract. 
This means that the vast majority of areas which the 
department is approached to permit gold mining have 
been previously disturbed by mining (at least once) and 
therefore have younger or modified vegetation 
associations. Access to previously undisturbed areas is 
rarely granted and where it is, is limited to small pockets 
that fringe existing disturbed areas and only where the 
loss of values is minor.
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All mining is authorised as a temporary activity and the 
areas always managed for a return as much as possible 
to the type and quality of habitat natural to the area prior 
to mining.  

Generic rehabilitation conditions are included in all AA. 
Conditions are generally an adequate way to ensure that 
the smaller mines achieve a good rehabilitation outcome 
without the need for a Rehabilitation Plan.

A Rehabilitation Plan is required when the direction in the 
AA is insufficient because of scale, issues or complexity. 
This includes situations where decisions and directions 
need to be made by the Department to ensure the best 
outcome in imperfect circumstances. 

Rehabilitation 
Plans
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Q & A

What specific questions do you have about mining 
in the Hokitika District and how it is managed?
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