
to the west, between Port Craig and the
Wairaurahiri River. Large viaducts were
constructed from Australian hardwood to
carry the tramlines over ravines. The
largest, the Percy Burn viaduct, is 125
metres long and 36 metres above the
creek bed. It was fully repaired in 1994.
The other viaducts were refurbished in
1999.

By the time milling ceased in 1932,
about 1400 hectares of forest had been
logged, the timber being shipped directly
from Port Craig. Old wharf piles remain,
along with old building materials and the
Port Craig school, which has been con-
verted into a hut for trampers.

Natural History

 The Hump Ridge consists of
sandstones, mudstones and conglomer-
ates of Tertiary age. These sedimentary
rocks have been weathered at the south-
ern end to produce a striking series of rock
towers standing above tussock, herbfield
and alpine tarns.

West of the Hump Ridge are three
lakes of glacial origin, Hauroko, Poteriteri
and Hakapoua. Lakes Hauroko and
Poteriteri are drained by the clear, swiftly
flowing Wairaurahiri and Waitutu Rivers,
which flow through the Waitutu Forest to
Foveaux Strait.

Waitutu Forest, now part of Fiordland
National Park, covers a series of recent
alluvial terraces, ancient marine terraces,
high terraces, plateaus and low morainic
ridges associated with Pleistocene
glaciations.

The beauty of the Waitutu area lies in its
continuity of ecosystems. Dense podocarp
forests - mainly rimu, with lesser amounts of
miro, Hall’s totara and rata - predominate
near the coast. On the easier terraces are
podocarp and silver beech forests with
some kamahi. The highest terraces are
poorly drained and support stunted bog
forest dominated by yellow-silver pine.

On hill country silver and mountain

Introduction

The Waitutu Tracks are challenging
tramping tracks, providing access into the
south west corner of New Zealand.

The South Coast Track begins at
Rarakau Farm carpark on Te Waewae Bay
and extends west to Big River. Four days
are required to reach Big River. The track
gives access to an area rich in human and
natural history.

The Teal Bay Route links Te Waewae Bay
with Lake Hauroko in Fiordland National
Park.

The three day/two night Hump Ridge
Track is managed and operated by the
Tuatapere Hump Ridge Trust. Hut bookings
are essential, phone (03) 226 6739.

History

The Waitutu area was visited by early
Maori in search of food from the sea, rivers
and forests. Kaika or hunting camps were
sited on the banks of the Waiau River, near
Tuatapere, and the river crossed by mokihi
or rafts. Tracks led along the terraces and
beaches, probably very close to the track of
today, providing access to Sandhill Point,
the Wairaurahiri River and beyond.

The coastal track was first cut by
government workers in 1896 to provide an
alternative to the unreliable shipping
service to Cromarty and Te Oneroa, gold
mining settlements of Preservation Inlet.

In 1908 a telephone line was installed
along the track linking the Puysegur Point
lighthouse with Orepuki. Insulators, wire
and old maintenance workers' huts can still
be found today.

During the 1920s Port Craig was the
site of the largest and most modern
sawmill in New Zealand. The Marlborough
Timber Company mill employed over 150
men and produced up to 1800 cubic
metres of timber a month.

Logs were brought to the mill along a
high class tramway from the terrace forests

Waitutu Tracks
South Coast Track
Tuatapere Hump Ridge TrackWairaurahiri Hut and

River

Safety

Plan properly and make sure your party
has a capable leader experienced in
bushcraft and survival skills.

Physical fitness and good equipment
will make all the difference.

Take adequate food and clothing and
allow for possible delays.

Let someone know where you are
going. Complete an intention form at the
Tuatapere Information Centre and sign the
hut books.

Take care with river crossings. If in
doubt, sit it out.

Know the symptoms of exposure. React
quickly by finding shelter and providing
warmth. The Hump Ridge Track section
above the bushline requires extra caution.

Keep to the tracks. If you become lost -
stop, find shelter, stay calm and try to
assist searchers.

Huts and Hut Tickets

Everyone who uses back country huts
must pay hut fees. All huts on the Waitutu
Tracks are standard huts, requiring one
ticket per night. Each hut is supplied with
mattresses, running water and toilet facilities.
Tickets should be purchased in advance
from any DOC office or approved retailer.

Users are expected to leave the huts
clean and tidy.

Hunting and Fishing

A permit for hunting should be applied
for in advance from Department of Conser-
vation offices. Please note the areas of
Maori land and do not hunt without the
land owners’ permission.

Anglers fishing Lake Hauroko and the
Wairaurahiri and Waitutu Rivers should
hold a current fishing licence.

For further information contact:
Department of Conservation
Lake Front Drive, Te Anau. Ph (03) 249-7924
Don Street, Invercargill. Ph (03) 214-4589
or
The Tuatapere Information Centre
Published by:
Department of Conservation
PO Box 743, Invercargill. March 2003
Crown Copyright.

beech dominate, with scattered
podocarps at lower altitudes.

Mornings at Port Craig Hut start with
a chorus of bellbirds and tuis. Fantails,
brown creepers, riflemen, grey war-
blers, moreporks, silver eyes and
tomtits are also abundant. Kaka, yellow-
crowned parakeets and pigeons are
often seen but appear to use the region
seasonally. Yellowheads and robins are
present but are restricted in distribution.
Kiwi and weka are notable by their
absence.

Hectors dolphins, New Zealand fur seals,
little blue and Fiordland crested penguins,
and occasionally whales can be seen around
the coast. Rock pools exposed on the reef at
low tide teem with life.

Red deer, pigs, and possums are
present in moderate numbers.

Access

From Tuatapere turn onto Papatotara
Road and follow the signs to Bluecliffs Beach.
The first 21 kilometres are sealed and the
remaining seven kilometres are gravel road
of a good standard. Cars can be left in the
carpark (at the owner's risk), signposted in
front of the Rarakau Station homestead, 150
metres past the track entrance.

Please note that track times can
vary greatly depend-
ing on the state of the
tide and the fitness of
tramping groups.
Track times are given
as a guide only.

Scenic flights and track connections
over Fiordland, Stewart Island and

other areas in Southland

Helicopters based at Tuatapere and Te Anau.
For bookings and enquiries

ph. (03) 249 7402, fax (03) 249 7409.

Authorised DOC concession licence

Percy Burn viaduct

Te Wähipounamu -
South West New Zealand

World Heritage Area

South West New Zealand is
one of the great wilderness
areas of the Southern
Hemisphere. Known to Mäori
as Te Wähipounamu (the
place of greenstone), the
South West New Zealand
World Heritage Area incorpo-
rates Aoraki/Mt.Cook,
Westland /Tai Poutini,
Fiordland and Mount Aspiring
National Parks, covering 2.6
million hectares.
World Heritage is a global
concept that identifies natural
and cultural sites of world
significance, places so special
that protecting them is of
concern for all people.
Some of the best examples of
animals and plants, once found
on the ancient supercontinent
Gondwana, live in the World
Heritage Area.

Rimu

Blowholes Beach

$20 Per Person Per Night
Bookings through

Tuatapere Information Centre
Phone: (03) 226 6399

or Hump Ridge Jet
Ph/Fax (03) 225 8174

or 0800 270 556

WAITUTU LODGE
On the west bank of the Wairaurahiri River.

Twenty two beds with mattresses and pillows.
Gas cookers.

Electric lighting. Hot showers. Toilet.
Open all year. Resident caretaker.

Paul and Gwen Roff,
17 Main Street, Otautau,
Southland, New Zealand.
Freephone 0800 270 556
www.humpridgejet.com

Day adventures on the Wairaurahiri River
Gateway to the Percyburn Viaduct

Helicopter - Jetboat combos
Experience the Hump Ridge Track all in one day
Bookings/transport to and from Waitutu Lodge

Jetboat on and off the South Coast Track

South-West Helicopters Ltd, P.O. Box 102, Te Anau, New Zealand



South Coast Track

Bluecliffs Beach to Port Craig - 17 kms,
5 - 6 hrs (beach), 6 - 7 hrs (track)

From the Rarakau Farm carpark, travel
150 metres east to the start of the South
Coast Track. The track follows along the top
of the escarpment for approximately two

kilometres before descending to
the logging road along the
foreshore.

A cluster of baches is situated
at the Waikaou River. The river is
crossed by a suspension bridge,
and either the old road or beach
followed for another three
kilometres.

At the end of Bluecliffs Beach
the main old logging road should
be followed for a kilometre and the

bridge over the Track Burn crossed.
A DOC sign marks the start of the track

to Port Craig. A well graded, benched track
continues for two and a half kilometres to
Flat Creek, which is crossed by a suspen-
sion bridge.

Two kilometres after Flat Creek is
Breakneck Creek. Here the all-tide inland
track continues on the true right bank of the
creek. At low to half tide (when more than
60m width of beach is showing past Break-
neck Creek) an alternative beach option may
be taken. Two kilometres before Port Craig
the low tide beach option joins the inland
track at Te Whata. Watch for large waves and
if the sea is rough it is recommended that
the inland track is used.

The Port Craig school is a significant
historic building - please take care to ensure
that it is kept in good order for future
generations to visit and use.

Note: there is no access to the inland
track from the beach option except at
Breakneck Creek and Te Whata.

Port Craig to Wairaurahiri River -
16 kms, 4 - 6 hrs

From the Port Craig school the track
follows an old logging tramway almost to
the Wairaurahiri River.

Three kilometres along the track a sign
marks the boundary between Waitutu Forest
and Rowallan Maori land, which extends to
the Wairaurahiri River. Through this section
please remain on the track which generally
follows a legal roadline.

The Sandhill viaduct and the huge Percy
Burn viaduct are a further six kilometres (two
hours approx.) on.

At the end of the tramline the track enters
mature bush and goes down three river
terraces to a clearing and the 20 bunk
Wairaurahiri Hut.

Wairaurahiri River to Waitutu River -
13 kms, 4 - 6 hrs

Cross the Wairaurahiri River over the
suspension bridge next to the hut. A sign
marks the boundary between Rowallan
Maori land and Waitutu Incorporation land.
Please stay on the track and refrain from
hunting on this land, which extends to the
Waitutu River. There is a walkwire over the
Crombie Stream and a suspension bridge
over the Angus Burn. The Waitutu River is
crossed by suspension bridge, and the 20
bunk Waitutu Hut is 200 metres upstream on
the true right bank.

Waitutu River to Big River -
12 kms, 5 - 7 hrs

Much of the track to Big River follows the
old telephone line which linked Puysegur
Point to Orepuki. There are suspension
bridges over the Grant Burn and Aan River.
This section of track is through conservation
land and hunting with a permit is welcomed.

It is possible to travel from Waitutu Hut to
Prices Harbour along the coast. However,
extreme care should be taken with the tides.

Big River was previously the boundary
between Waitutu Forest and Fiordland
National Park. There is no hut at Big River
and no tracks or huts beyond this point.

Teal Bay Route

This route is wet underfoot and has
been maintained to a marked route
standard. It is recommended only for
experienced trampers.

Bluecliffs Beach to Hump Ridge -
9 kms, 5 hrs

From the end of Bluecliffs Beach find the
old logging road above the beach.

Public access across this private Maori
land is available by courtesy of the owners.
Take the first road that branches to the
right. It is signposted beside an old hut.
This road continues for approximately five
kilometres and is joined by several side
roads, but the main  track is obvious to
follow.

A sign marks the entry of the track into
the bush. The first 200 metres is a rough
track through cut over bush, before joining a
lightly marked route in the mature forest .

Hump Ridge to Teal Bay Hut -
8 kms, 4 - 5 hrs

The track continues up the ridge onto the
tops where orange snow poles mark the
generally north-northwest route across the
open tops. This section is difficult to follow in
poor weather conditions.

Three kilometres along the ridge large
markers indicate where the track enters the
forest. The track descends a ridge for about
three kilometres to the shores of Lake
Hauroko. Care must be taken when encoun-
tering windfalls.

Teal Bay Hut to Hauroko Carpark -
18 kms, 9 hrs

The route heads up a steep spur behind
Teal Bay Hut before joining the boundary
ridge. It is lightly marked and follows the
ridge for seven kilometres, then descends
to Second  Bay. The lake shore is followed
for another kilometre, regaining the track at
the eastern end of the bay. A bush-clad
headland is crossed to reach First Bay and
the shore of Lake Hauroko is followed to the
carpark.

NB. No water is available on this route.

Hump Ridge Track

The Hump Ridge Track provides a wide
variety of scenery during this three day/two
night walking experience. The track is
managed and operated by the Tuatapere
Hump Ridge Track Trust Inc.

The 53 kilometre circuit track
starts from Bluecliffs Beach at the
Rarakau Farm carpark. The first night
is spent at Okaka Hut on the Hump
Ridge, with the second night at Port
Craig Village, then returning via
Bluecliffs Beach. Between six to nine
hours walking is required each day
to complete the track. The direction
of travel may change from time to
time, depending on track and tidal
conditions and management
requirements.

Forty walkers are permitted to
stay in each hut per night. Bookings are
essential to guarantee hut accommoda-
tion. Hut wardens are based at both huts
during the October to April season.
For bookings and information contact:

Tuatapere Hump Ridge Track
P.O. Box 21
Tuatapere, Southland.
Phone/fax (03) 226 6739
Email: info@humpridgetrack.co.nz

Protect plants and animals

Remove rubbish

Bury toilet waste

Keep streams and lakes clean

Take care with fires

Camp carefully

Keep to the track

Consider others

Respect our cultural heritage

Enjoy your visit

Toitu te whenua
(Leave the land undisturbed)

Port Craig school

Wairaurahiri hut and swingbridge


