




North West Circuit Track

From Port William and North Arm huts, the North West 
Circuit Track continues. This requires another 8-12 days 
to complete and track conditions are rougher than those 
encountered on the Rakiura Track. 

Backcountry hut tickets or an Annual Backcountry Hut 
Pass (valid 12 months) must be purchased before starting 
this track and all trampers are required to register their 
intentions at the Visitor Centre. Bookings are required 
if intending to also stay at huts and campsites on the 
Great Walks Rakiura Track. Please note a cancellation 
policy applies. See www.doc.govt.nz or contact the Rakiura 
National Park Visitor Centre for details.

For further information refer to the North West Circuit Track 
brochure.

Bookings

The Rakiura Track is one of New Zealand’s Great Walks 
and bookings are required all year round to stay in the 
huts and at campsites. These must be made in advance, 
either online at www.doc.govt.nz or at the Rakiura National 
Park Visitor Centre on Stewart Island. There is a limit of two 
consecutive nights in any one hut. 

Once an online booking has been received a confirmation 
letter may be printed online. This is your ticket – please read 
all the information contained within and bring a copy with 
you. All trampers are required to register their intentions at 
the Visitor Centre prior to departure for the Rakiura Track. 

Huts and Campsites

Port William and North Arm huts each have sleeping facilities 
for 24 people. The huts are supplied with mattresses, a 
wood burning stove for heating, running water and toilets. 
Cookers and cooking utensils are not supplied – it is 
essential to carry your own portable stove, fuel and 
utensils.  Hunters may also be staying at the huts. 

Camping is permitted only at the designated campsites 
at Maori Beach, Port William/Potirepo and Sawdust Bay. A 
cooking shelter, water supply and toilet are provided at each 
site. Please leave all huts and campsites clean and tidy and 
carry out all rubbish.

Conservation staff may be on the track and will impose 
a surcharge on trampers using accommodation facilities 
who are unable to produce a booking confirmation letter.

Rakiura Track

The Rakiura Track can be comfortably walked in three 
days. The circuit follows the open coast, climbs over 
a 300 metre high forested ridge and traverses the 
sheltered shores of Paterson Inlet/Whaka a Te Wera. It 
passes sites of historical interest and introduces many 
of the common sea and forest birds of the island. 
Sections of the track also cross Maori land and access 
is courtesy of the owners.

The track is suitable for walking in either direction. 
Caution is required over boardwalk sections, which can 
become slippery when wet. 

Halfmoon Bay to Port William Hut, 12 km, 6 hr

From the DOC Visitor Centre turn right towards the 
waterfront and follow the road past Horseshoe Bay to 
Lee Bay, the official entrance to Rakiura National Park.

Passing through the chain link sculpture at Lee Bay, the 
track follows the coast to Little River, which is crossed 
by a bridge. At low tide it is possible to walk along the 
beach and join the track at the point. From there the 
track heads around Peter’s Point and on to Maori Beach. 

Peter’s Point, also known as Cultivation Point, was named after 
an early settler, Peter Garrotty, who planned to cultivate the 
whole area in strawberries. Discovering the land comprised 
too much peat, he headed to Port Adventure to burn oyster 
shells found there to make lime needed to sweeten the soil. 
He sold the excess lime that he produced to local residents 
and even exported some to the South Island.

This track was a well used route around 1920, when Maori 
Beach supported two sawmills and a school. The creek 
at the southern end of Maori Beach can be easily crossed 
at low tide. However, at high tide continue along the track 
to a small foot bridge. A track leading to a rusting steam 
boiler, a relic from the sawmilling days, can be found just 
few minutes on from the turn-off to this bridge.

Maori Beach campsite is situated in a grassy clearing 
close to the beach. A larger bridge spans the tidal 
stream at the western end of the beach and from here 
the track climbs a small hill and continues on to the 
intersection with the track to North Arm. Turn right and 
gradually drop down to the campsite above Magnetic 
Beach in Port William/Potirepo. Port William Hut is just a 
few minutes beyond the campsite.

Port William Hut to North Arm Hut, 13 km, 6 hr

The track to North Arm starts on the hill between Maori 
Beach and Port William/Potirepo. Trampers usually stay 
the night at Port William hut and then walk back along 
the track for 40 minutes to the turn-off.

The track passes through a variety of vegetation, including 
previously-milled and virgin podocarp forest. Remnants 
of milling activity can be seen as the track follows 
old tramlines once used to carry logs to their various 
destinations. The track descends to the North Arm hut, 
sited on the shore of the Paterson Inlet/Whaka a Te Wera.

North Arm Hut to Halfmoon Bay, 12 km, 5 hr

This section of track provides trampers access to the 
shores of Paterson Inlet/Whaka a Te Wera. There is a 
campsite, shelter and toilet at Sawdust Bay, previously a 
sawmill site between 1914 and 1918. The track continues 
through rimu and kamahi dominated forest, emerging at 
the sheltered Kidney Fern Arm and Kaipipi Bay. At Kaipipi 
Bay two sawmills once employed more than 100 people 
in the 1860s. The track between Kaipipi and Halfmoon 
Bays follows the former Kaipipi Road, in its heyday the 
most used and best maintained road on the island.

Great Walk/easy tramping track – well formed 
track for comfortable overnight tramping/hiking.

Tramping track – backcountry skills and 
experience required.
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