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At 852m Maunt Te Archa is the highest
tin the Kaimai Mamaku Forest Park,

re are a number of different tracks
up and around this distinctive mountain,

Te Archa Township was developed durk
the 1880's as a spa fown. Tharea;;.g
in the area, 15 of which are hot.
The ain at Te Archa still retains the
look of Edwardian times and visitors can
back in tima. Many
use bulidings remain
and the formal gardens have only been
altered slightly.

The Waluu?urnal Valke ﬁes]ust south
of Te Aroha Township. e alea isa

bg%w';ne gold mlnlr\g days of the late

Te Aroha History

Far back in time Mount Te Aroha gained
its name in Maori leagfend One story telis
i

was on his way home from visiting a
kinsman at Kaipara. As was Ibe ha.hll
o ﬂr:? e:mssl:phmfl - it al he
highest e paint alang i way
As he siood on top of the mountain, ha
dacided to name it “Aroha ki tai". This
was an expression of his love for his
father, who was buried on Mount Moshau
and his family who lived at Maketu.
There are other legends relating 1o the
naming of the mountain,

Please Remember

Camp at designated sites or beside
he Puis. This reducss ta lmpact

on native vegetation
users ol the park. Tollats are
provided.

Nulimsmaybslllwnnm the Kasmai
Mumak . Fires are a

dﬁm&mq
damage o a site.

Nativo plants and animals must not
k be disturbed, destroyed or
ramoved. The bush is a taonga, a

Mo dogs of other domastic animals
are permitted excopt for h
with a current permil,
s and other animals have
populations of native birds
in our parks. The law forbids
Mn@no nmm mo this

Ll

Hunlmq is by pa

the safety ol' all mrﬂ huniters
rnuﬂ have an?ermnl Availabie from
Department of Consenvation officers.

WARNING
dangerous and may be hidden
vegetation
+ Keep to marked, official tracks

+ Do not entet funnels unless they
ane clearly marked for public access.

The Tui Mine area, on the norhem siopes
of the mountain, was mined to provide
lead flux for the Waiorongomai smelters.
However, the ore contained too much
zinc 1o be of use. In the 1960's the area
was extensively mined but the venture
failed due to mercury contamination of

8 cin: The o nﬂ'mlll xuﬂ of
this poriod is resence of the large
mllnngs heapon m site. The Imllngs

1o apprexamalely 100 000 lonnes.
‘l‘he eombunaum of high heavy metal
concentration, porous tailings and acidic
leachate have created an inhospitable
environment where planis have been

unable to establish.
Traces of %]kl Were on Mount
Te Aroha in 1880. Py burmt

much of the native vegetation looking
for a gold bearing reel, which was never
fo Their attention turned to
Walomngomal when Buck Reef was
discovered.

Waiorongomai History

, Hone Werahiko found gold
ll'l Iha loron
area 1o peg out claims
nnd make their fortunes. The area
appeared perfect for mining with an
ENOIMous bearing reef, water for
hydraulic power and a plentiful supply
of timber. Ambitious and expensive
enumeenng projects were ui
but yields were low, as the rock
unexpectedly hard and the gold difficult
1o extract, ol these projects is the
Piako County Tramway, which is New
Zealand's oldes! tramway still on site.

New Zealand Government

Mount Te Archa is part of an ancient
volcanic chain of Meocena-Pi

fr::m 24 1o 2 milbon years Asﬁe
large volcanoes Wm&ﬁ‘? the Ime
of the present uahcorumande and
Kaimai Ranges. Mount Te Aroha is part
of this cham and is mainly of
thick andesitic and dacitic rocks. The

1 Howarth Memorial
Wetland Loop Walk
Thmea: 1 hour rapum

Distance: 4km

Old Railway Bridge
the Walhou River

This attractive wildife refuge has been
irom & sw area. which sarved

hu"dl;‘:surmFuhw
mber Mid Howarth. Yt

tland mralpundﬂln f
el remaing a nat aea o
the Waihou River i

The track meanders around the of the
pond. Side tracks across boa gwo
access o

places {o view grey
teal, kingfisher, pied still, whhaluudhsmn
nd biack

pukeako a are alzo
BCcoss points al the nslbu]l courts at Spur
nely Road and Ritchie Street.

2 Reservoir Loop Walk

Tima: 25 min returr

Distance: 1km
Start/Finish: Mokena Geyser,

Te Archa Domain

Foliow the Tui Domain Track from the

A short detour IBadsI mlll;‘ehm Ll
romantic gmmung nal

ewly lnumsd wm:las

ThIB reseqvoir was constructad in 1905 to
pply the town of Te Archa wﬂh a rafiable
wmarsupplyby coliecting water from

strgams. Examples of old valve and pipo
woek can ba 566, The track continues arcund

the reservoir and then a series of Steps star
e walk bisck down 1o Bhe Tui Domain Trick.
mm turn ot and return o the

3 Domain Lower Walk

Time: 20 min o way

Distance: BOOm

Start; Mokena Geysar

[Finish: Wyborn Lassurn Pood
The Mokena 5 the workd's

sodn waler geyser. Tha track is tar sealed
far 300m from the geyser. The first point of
intores! is a vertical shaf covered by a imber
cover. This is intorsected with & horizontal
shaft dug from the domain, This was

1 provide an ir

m!ommﬂorm ok water 30""?9
used lor

Mo 21, This
the treatment roubles. The next

ﬂ
spring is No 20 and is the iron spring for the:

treatment of anaemia. The frack continues
down to tha No 20 Pool and n Pool
Thss can ba combined with the Upper
Walk for 8 45 min koog track.

4 Domain Upper Walk

Timia: 26 min ong way
Distance: Tkm

Start: Mokena Geyser

Finigh: Mo, 21 Spring

Te kmhu Mounwn?mck A fealure of this
part of the walk is 8 large kauri ree. After
400m ack off th main track

banks of & small siream
Domain Lower Walk
Megnesia Spring,
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CARECO Dl'
Protect plants and
animals
Remave rubbish

Bury toilet waste

Keep sireams and
lakes clean

No fires

Camp carafully
Keep to the track
Consider others
Enjoy your visit

Toitu te whenua
(Leave the land
undisturbed)

January 2008

Planty, occurs in the Te Aroha district.
These species both occupy a similar
niche, meaning ane emlu%s the other.
The forest below about 200m has a
distinctive semi-coastal element with the

ary vageuillon compromised of
mkahs puriri and tawa forest. There

of
e e o
exotic conifers. The local community

present of the ranges owes a greal  planted these in the late 1800's as a
deal 1o scale along the park species.
Hauraki Fault.

Above Lockout the track goes
Following the eruptions geathermal 'Irlwuhamld— itude forest of tawa with

activity deposiled mineraglg‘?n faults and

fissures in the rocks, including gold and

the sulphides of lead, iron, zinc, copper

and mercury. In the 1850's and 60's

ggld-beg‘g uartz veins were
at

and Thames,

rushes in this region. The

mngornal Wall Is located in this
mlnefahsed zone. spine ol

Buck Rock, on the suds ount Te
Aroha, marlssmelneuflhamamquaﬁz
reef, Buck Reel is 5.5 km long and
extends from the Walorongomai valley
out under the Waihou River and the
Hauraki Plains.

Vegetation

The Te Aroha scological district has a
wvary diverse range of vegetation
communities, with several species

ing their northern or southem fimits.
Maunt Te Aroha is the northem most limit
of bath sitver beech and kamahl. The

Col rlszladﬂtI nd

species in Coromal anges, a
kamabhi, which is commaon in the Bay of

emergent rimu and miro and then through
a transition zone of tawari and tawa fo
the high-alttude cloud forest of stunted
silver beech, tawari and tawheowhea.

Thase d:Nsrenl zones refiect the changes
n conditions with altitude: this
Includes lower tem
rainfall, wind vel i, humidity

Te Aroha and Waiorongomai

Walks

View from Mount Te Aroha

rement of Conservation
tupa Atawhai

IﬁJ%

The Te Archa area suppors a diverse
range of forest dwelling birds, not only
common forest birds, but some that are
at risk nationally. Ballbird, tui and NZ
pigeon are comman with whitehead, NI

brwnluwl kaka, NZ falcon and the long
tailed bat are present in low numbers,
with the migratory long tailed cuckoo
present during the summer,

The Te Aroha stag beetle (Geodorcus
auriculatus) was first identified in 1803,
It is rarely seen and its distribution is
calnad spoocs st Thoy ot
al species
rotected under the Wildlife Act 1953,
e black coloured beetle is flightless.

and the males are than the
and have large mandibles shaped like
miniature stag antlers.

Remnant populations of Hochstetter's
frogs have been recorded in a number
of scattered locations in the Kaimai
Ranges, always near water, are
well camouflaged with brown 1o o
colouring and partially webbed back feet.
They have a rnaxlrmm size of Scm.
MNane ol the four remaining specias of
NZ native frogs have a tadpole stage.
Engs are laid directly on the grous

The young of Hochstetter's frogs are
hatched with small legs and can move

Ihelcrearaﬂce ol"n‘:ljwe W egli';n ammh
mining played a major n

on the threatenad spwie:;ulisl
as a Category B specles.

stag beetie



