Walking opportunities by area

Tararua Forest Park

Established in 1954 this area stretching from the
Rimutaka Summit on SH2 to the Pahiatua Track in the
north is approximately 116,535ha and is the largest
conservation park in the North Island.

It provides visitors with tramping, hunting, botanising
and walking opportunities in a wild, natural landscape.
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Holdsworth. Photo: Joe Hansghis

Holdsworth

GETTING THERE VEHICLE ACCESS

Turn off SH2 onto Norfolk Road, Sealed road to Holdsworth
2 km south of Masterton. Follow  suitable for all types of
signs to Tararua Forest Park, vehicles.

approximately 15km from SH2.
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Attractions: Main entrance to the eastern side

of the Tararua Forest Park.

Caretaker on-site.

Donnelly Flat
Walking track. Length: 20min one way/2.5km

Cross the Atiwhakatu footbridge and follow the relatively
flat track to Donnelly Flat. The track also leads to the
alternative path via the Loop Walk.

E Rocky Lookout
x Walking track. Length: 1.5hr one way/1.9km

Follow the well graded Gentle Annie track from the Loop
Walk to a viewing platform with extensive views of Powell
hut, Mt Holdsworth, Jumbo hut, Mitre Flat, Atiwhakatu
Valley and the Plains out east.

Atiwhakatu Hut
x Walking track. Length: 3hr one way/5.5km

Follow the walk past Donnelly Flat. Well developed track
through bush and running alongside river.

E Holdsworth Lookout
A
Tramping track.

Length: 1hr one way/1km

Cross the Atiwhakatu footbridge and continue up a steep
forest-clad spur to a clearing with magnificent views.

Other tramping tracks to huts
%)

Including Powell, Jumbo and Mitre Flats hut

More details can be found at www.doc.govt.nz (keyword:
Holdsworth) or on Forest Park Map.
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Waiohine Gorge

GETTING THERE VEHICLE ACCESS

Turn off SH2 just south of Unsealed road for final
Carterton into Dalefield 9km

Road. Follow the signs

indicating Tararua Forest Park,

approximately 15km from SH2.

CEEMEORE

Attractions: Popular camping and recreation
area and entrance to south-eastern Tararua
Forest Park.

Spectacular swing bridge, rafting, tubing and kayaking—
Grade Il and several swimming holes.

' Totara Flats Hut
A

Easy tramping track. Length: 4hr one way/10km

@& Cone Hut
N Tramping track. Length: 2hr one way/4.6km

Historic site

Cone hut

Located in the upper Tauherenikau Valley, in the south-
eastern section of Tararua Forest Park, Cone is the
second oldest hut in the Tararuas and was constructed
by New Zealand’s first tramping club, the Tararua
Tramping Club.

Cone hut was built using local totara timbers, adzed into
framing and split into slab walls. This was a very rare
form of construction by the 1940s.

By the early 1980s the hut had fallen into a state of
disrepair. After assessing the heritage importance of the
site and developing a plan, it was decided to rebuild the
hut using the same construction method and materials
as was done in 1946. This work was undertaken by

the Tararua Tramping Club with the assistance of the
Department of Conservation.

The hut’s restoration in the late 1980s is a credit
to the Tararua Tramping Club volunteers and their
predecessors who had the bush carpentry skills to
fashion such a durable haven.

Situated in picturesque, mature forest adjacent to the
Tauherenikau River, this rustic hut continues to be used
and enjoyed by trampers and hunters.
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Kaitoke

GETTING THERE VEHICLE ACCESS

Turn off State Highway 2 onto Sealed to road-end.
Marchant Road at the YMCA Camp  Narrow and not suitable
Kaitoke turnoff and follow the road to  for campervans.

the carpark at the end of the road.

An alternative start to the walk is from

the YMCA Camp Kaitoke where safe

parking is provided for a small fee.

Attractions: Southern entrance into Tararua Forest Park
with rare orchids and plants. Hunting access to lower
Tauherenikau Valley.

Smith Creek—-Tauherenikau River
x Walking track. Length: 4hr return/5.5km

This track takes you over the Puffer Saddle and down
Smith Creek with its fine stands of red beech/hard beech
forest, to its confluence with the Tauherenikau River.

@ Dobson Loop Track
)

Tramping track to Smith Creek Shelter and return.
Length: 5hr round trip.

This day tramp leads from Kaitoke to Smith Creek
Shelter, at the junction of the Tauherenikau River and
Smith Creek. The shelter can be reached either from
the Dobson Loop Track or the Puffer Track over Puffer
Saddle and down Smith Creek.

The track along Smith Creek crosses unbridged side streams
which can become hazardous during heavy rain. Please follow
track markers when crossing these streams.
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Bucks Road/Underhill road

GETTING THERE VEHICLE ACCESS

At Featherston turn opposite to Unsealed road for
Western Lake Road, onto Wakefield  8km. Parking for large
Street. This then becomes Underhill  vehicles.

Road and then Bucks Road - follow

to end.
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Attractions: One-way track to Tauherenikau River.

Kaipaitangata

GETTING THERE VEHICLE ACCESS

Southern end of Carterton onto Unsealed road 4.5km

Dalefield Road for approximately 8 km.

AR

Attractions: Drive through plantation towards Mt Dick
lookout where great views of Wairarapa Valley and
eastern hills on fine day.

See Mountain bike section p53 for more information.

Upper Waingawa Road

GETTING THERE VEHICLE ACCESS

From Masterton turn off SH2 into  Unsealed road towards
Upper Plain Road and then into end. No suitable car
Upper Waingawa Road to the parking for large

Pines carpark. vehicles.

Mitre Flats Hut

%\

Tramping track. Length: 4hr one way/8km

This track follows a farm access road for first 30 min then
track sidles up true left of the Waingawa River, reaching
Mitre Flats (and hut).
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Mikimiki

GETTING THERE VEHICLE ACCESS

Turn off SH2 10km north of Unsealed road for last

Masterton into Mikimiki Road. 7km

Follow signs to Tararua Forest

Park.
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Tramline track (Mikimiki—Kiriwhakapapa) Blue Range hut. Photo: Mikis van Geffen
See next page. Kiriwhakapapa

GETTING THERE VEHICLE ACCESS
Turn off SH2 15km north of Unsealed road for last
Masterton into Kiriwhakapapa 4km

Road. Follow signs to Tararua
Forest Park, approximately 7km
from SH2.

B EAR

Attractions: Popular pretty camping area with
lovely stream and entrance to north-eastern
Tararua Forest Park.

Kiriwhakapapa Loop Track
Walking track. Length: 60min/1km

Loop track through native bush. Gentle climb. Not
suitable for pushchairs or wheelchairs

Tramline track (Mikimiki—Kiriwhakapapa)
Walking track. Length: 2hr one way/7.5km

This is a one-way track following an old timber mill

tramway for 1.5km over a low saddle through native

bush. Then becomes walking track with steeper
gradient.

| “Short tailed bat being hand reared.

See Mountain bike section p53 for more information.

I Blue Range Hut track
4l Tramping track. Length: 2hr one way/3.6km
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Photo: Mikis van Geffen

Putara

GETTING THERE VEHICLE ACCESS

Turn off SH2 north of Mt Bruce Unsealed road and road
onto South Road No.2 for narrows close to forest
approximately 15km and follow park. Suitable for some
signs for Tararua Forest Park. campervan parking for

access only.

Tramping track
A
Length: 1.5hr return/1.5km

From road-end go up true right for 10min. Go over swing
bridge and walk up Mangatainoka River on true left
along the river towards large swing bridge and return.
Can continue on steep uphill to Herepai Ridge and onto
Herepai Hut or down to Roaring Stag Hut (a further 1hr
or 2hr, respectively).
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