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Carnival Park Scenic Reserve 

getting there vehicle access

Adjacent to the Carnival Park 
Camping Ground south of 
Pahiatua.

Sealed to carpark, suitable 
for large vehicles.

This park contains a loop track through mature 
tawa forest.

Easy tramping track. Length: 30 min return / 800 m

Waewaepa Scenic Reserve

getting there vehicle access

From Mangatainoka, drive 
through Kohinui and turn right 
onto Makairo Road West.

Narrow, unsealed road

Waewaepa track

Walking track. Length: 10 km each way

This follows a disused one-way road for approximately 
3 km.

Lighthouse Castlepoint. Photo: Mikis van Geffen

Castlepoint Scenic Reserve

With its fossil-rich limestone reef and magnificent 162-
metre high Castle Rock, Castlepoint is one of the most 
spectacular sites along the Wairarapa coastline. Long 
stretches of beach and a sheltered lagoon provide 
opportunity for a variety of water-based recreational 
pursuits, and the area has a rich natural history.

vehicle access

Sealed road to carpark, suitable for large vehicles. Beach 
access

Caution: The area known as ‘The Reef’ is 
extremely dangerous and sea conditions are 
unpredictable.

Lighthouse walk

Short walk. Length: 30 min return / 700 m

Walk across the beach and up the limestone reef 
towards the lighthouse. Please be careful in high winds 
as exposed.

Castlepoint. Photo: Chris Lester
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Deliverance Cove track

Walking track. Length: 1.5 hr loop / 2.5 km

Walk through the pines above the lagoon and follow the 
reserve boundary path along the bottom of Castle Rock. 
Alternatively walk south along the lagoon edge and 
follow the track up through coastal grassland to meet the 
boundary track at the saddle.

Honeycomb Rock

Honeycomb Rock is a spectacular outcrop on the 
Wairarapa coast, so named because of the remarkable 
cell-like weathering pattern which gives the rock a 
honeycomb appearance.

getting there vehicle access

Glenburn Station is about 
60 km east of Masterton. Follow 
the Gladstone Road to the Te 
Wharau Road junction about 1 km 
north of Gladstone. The road is 
signposted to Glenburn from here 
and passes through Te Wharau 
Settlement.

Unsealed approximately 
25 km (from Te Wharau). 
Small car park.

Honeycomb Rock Walking Track 

Walking track. Length: 3 hr one-way / 8.5 km

The gazetted walking track is entirely within the privately 
owned Glenburn Station. The track is flat and easily 
negotiated, following the coastline across farmland. It 
can be muddy in places so suitable footwear should be 
worn. Please respect the property and do not interfere 
with or disturb stock. The walkway is closed for lambing 
during September and October.

Honeycomb Rock. Photos: Joe Hansen



Pukaha Mount Bruce

Pukaha Mount Bruce incorporates a visitor centre, 
café, education programmes, audio visual and static 
displays, and wheelchair access tracks through 
native bush... set against a backdrop of the primeval 
942 hectare Pukaha Mount Bruce forest, into which 
native wildlife is being returned.

Surrounded by ancient forest trees and free flying native 
birds, you can get a sense of how New Zealand used 
to be. Encounter wild käkä (large native parrots) as they 
swoop out of the forest for their 3.00 pm daily feed. View 
kiwi poking through the leaf-litter in the nocturnal house. 
Watch the threatened native birds kökako, stitchbird, 
takahë, and käkäriki in their leafy realm, and the massive 
eels churning the water at their daily 1.30 pm feed.

The captive residents include tuatara, the “living fossil” 
that roamed the earth at the same time as the dinosaurs. 

Cafe Takahë overlooks the enclosure of its namesake, 

the colourful flightless bird that was saved from 
extinction through the pioneering efforts of the Pukaha 
Mount Bruce National Wildlife Centre. 

Conservation education is a big feature of Pukaha Mount 
Bruce, running programmes for up to 4000 students a 
year. 

Opening hours 

Open daily from 9.00 am to 4.30 pm. Closed Christmas 
Day. Admission charges apply.

getting there vehicle access

Pukaha Mount Bruce is located 
on State highway 2, 30 km north 
of Masterton and 10 km south of 
Eketahuna on State Highway 2.

Sealed road and carpark. 
Space for motor-homes 
and buses to park.
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Photos: Mikis van Geffen
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Wairarapa Moana

Located in South Wairarapa, Wairarapa Moana 
describes the catchment of Lake Wairarapa, Lake Onoke 
and their tributary rivers and associated wetland areas. 
One of the largest wetlands in New Zealand Wairarapa 
Moana is considered to be the jewel in the crown of the 
lower North Island with many indigenous species such 
as tuna, flounder and birds calling it home.

DOC manages most of the immediate surrounds of both 
Lakes Wairarapa and Onoke including the Onoke Spit. 
There are excellent opportunities for viewing rare birds 
and a viewing hide at Boggy Pond is currently being 
planned.

This area is intended to be developed as a regional 
wetland park and will be co-managed by a governance 
board with representatives from local iwi, Greater 
Wellington Regional Council, South Wairarapa 
District Council and Department of Conservation. 
This establishment of the regional park concept may 
take some time to progress but projects are already 
developing so visitors should watch out for changes.

Wairarapa Moana. Photo: Joe Hansen

Caspian terns at Onoke Spit. Photo: Jenny Whyte

Caspian terns. Photo: Lynn Ketchum, 
Oregon State UniversityRed katipö spider. Photo: Brent Tandy


