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Symbol key

Camping Lighthouse

Camping not 
permitted

Historic site

Lodge 
accommodation

Lookout

Hut accommodation Fur Seals

Motorhome Mountain biking

Picnic shelter Mountain biking not 
permitted

Picnic table Swimming

Toilets No swimming

Water from stream Hunting

BBQ (wood or gas) Hunting not permitted

Cookers / Electric 
Stove

Fishing, surfcasting

Dogs permitted on 
leash

Surfing

Dogs not permitted Diving

No vehicles Boating

Fireplaces Bird watching

Note, you may want to change the order. Please 
indicate by numbering or so..



1

Contents

	 Walking track	 6

Tararua Forest Park	 7

Rimutaka Forest Park	 18

Aorangi Forest Park	 24

Scenic reserves	 30

Honeycomb Rock	 35

Pukaha Mount Bruce	 36

	 Wairarapa Moana	 39

	 Wairarapa tangata whenua	 41

	 Activities	 50

Hunting	 50

Fishing	 51

Mountain biking	 52

Horse-riding	 54

Four wheel-driving	 55

Bird watching	 56

Botany	 58

	 Accommodation	 62

Lodges	 62

Campsites	 63

Huts	 67



2 3

Introduction

The Wairarapa area provides a diverse range of 
recreation opportunities and flora and fauna habitats to 
visit.

The area covers five ecological districts, ranging from 
the Tararua and Rimutaka ranges, to the Wairarapa 
plains and to the hill country in the east and north of the 
area. Features of the area include the Tararua, Rimutaka 
and Aorangi forest parks, which are popular with 
trampers and other forest park users. The Pukaha Mount 
Bruce National Wildlife Centre supports the conservation 
of nationally endangered species through captive 
management. 

Tararua ranges. Photo: Joe Hansen

The Wairarapa coastline extends for 220 kilometres, and 
is an area traditionally of high interest to iwi, and is also 
an important commercial fishery. 

Wairarapa Moana contains wetlands that are regionally 
and nationally important for wader bird habitat, sport 
game shooting and are also traditional areas for food 
gathering by Maöri.

The eastern and northern area of the Wairarapa has 
few areas legally protected, and remaining forest and 
wetland habitats contain several endangered native 
plant species. The rare short-tailed bat is found in one 
location in the Tararua Forest Park.















More information

For more information contact:

Pukaha Mount Bruce Visitor Centre

State Highway 2, RD1, Masterton
Phone: 06 375 8004
Email: info@mtbruce.org.nz

DOC Wellington Visitor Centre

Conservation House,  
18–32 Manners St, Wellington
Phone: 04 384 7770
Email: wellingtonvc@doc.govt.nz

For non DOC bookings, such as  
transport or accommodation contact:

Masterton i-Site Visitor Centre

Cnr Dixon & Bruce Streets, Masterton
Phone: 06 370 0900
Email: info@wairarapanz.com

Wellington i-Site Visitor Centre

Civic Square, Cnr Victoria  
& Wakefield Streets, Wellington City
Phone: 04 802 4860
Email: info@WellingtonNZ.com

Safety

Make sure you check the latest 
information about weather, facilities 
and conditions at the nearest visitor centre or  
DOC website before you set out.

Find out about safety information and courses at:  
www.mountainsafety.org.nz

Feedback is welcome:
recreation@doc.govt.nz

DOC website:  
www.doc.govt.nz

All photos DOC unless credited.
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