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Accommodation 

Lodges

This accommodation can be booked online at  
www.doc.govt.nz

Holdsworth Lodge, Tararua Forest Park 

is found at Holdsworth road-end and is the main 
entrance on the eastern side of Tararua Forest Park. It 
sleeps 30 in platform style bunks, flush toilets and has 
electricity for cooking and lights.

Cost $15 per adult, $5 per child

Waikuku Lodge, Aorangi Forest Park

is a former farmhouse. It sleeps up to 30 people in bunk 
accommodation. It is served with electricity and has hot 
showers.

Cost $75 per night

Te Kopi Bach, Aorangi Forest Park

is made up of a cottage and two sleep-outs on the Cape 
Palliser Road near Putangirua Scenic Reserve (the 
Pinnacles). It sleeps up to 10 people (6 in cottage, 2x2 in 
sleep-outs). It has electricity, fully equipped kitchen and 
hot shower/bath.

Cost $90 per night

For more details please refer to DOC Lodges, Cottages 
and Cabins brochure available at www.doc.govt.nz or 
from your nearest DOC visitor centre.

Camping

Campsite categories

Standard Campsites (ST) have a limited range 
of facilities and services. Toilets (usually of the 
composting or long drop variety), water supply (tap, 
stream, or lake) and vehicle access. Wood barbecues 
and fireplaces, picnic tables, a cooking shelter and 
rubbish bins may be available.

Basic Campsites (B) have very limited facilities so you 
need to be fully self-sufficient. There are basic toilets 
and water from a tank, stream or lake.

There is no booking system operating at the camp sites 
and it runs on first come first served basis.

Photo: Amanda Cosgrove

Photo: Joe Hansen

Photo: Joe Hansen
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Holdsworth Campsite. Photo: Joe Hansen

Waiohine Gorge Campsite. Photo: Joe Hansen

Kiriwhakapapa Campsite

Putangirua Pinnacles Campsite. Photo: Joe Hansen
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Huts

Hut categories

Serviced Huts (SV) have 
mattresses, water supply, 
toilets, hand-washing 
facilities and heating with fuel 
available. They may have 
cooking facilities with fuel and 
a warden.

Fees: Backcountry Hut 
Pass or $15 adult (3x 
hut ticket) and $5 youth 
(2 x hut ticket), children 
0–10 years are free.

Standard Huts (ST) have 
mattresses, water supply 
and toilets. Wood heaters are 
provided at huts below the 
bush line.

Fees: Backcountry Hut 
Pass or $5 adult (1x hut 
ticket) and $2.50 youth 
(1x hut ticket), children 
0–10 years are free.

Basic Huts (B) provide very 
basic shelter with limited 
facilities.

Fees: No charge.

Backcountry hut user charges

To stay in a backcountry hut on conservation land you 
will need to purchase a Backcountry Hut Pass or Hut 
tickets. Both are available for use at most Serviced and 
Standard huts.

Backcountry  
Hut Pass

Hut tickets

Description Valid for 6 or 12 
months

Some recreational 
groups qualify for 
discount

Purchase 
individually

Adults (18 
and over)

$60.00 or $90.00 $5.00

Youth  
(11–17)

$30.00 or $45.00 $2.50

Children 
(0–10)

Free Free

Backcountry hut passes are available at the DOC 
Wellington Visitor Centre and most DOC offices. 
Visit www.doc.govt.nz for more information.

Camping care code 
Be a careful camper and practice ‘no trace’ 
camping.

•	 Choose your campsite carefully; set up your 
camp on firm, high or sandy ground. Only 
camp in designated areas. 

•	 Be tidy and always leave campsites clean. 
Take your rubbish with you if bins are not 
provided. Food scraps attract vermin. 

•	 Use a cooker, fireplace or BBQ. Light fires only 
where permitted, collect dead wood and keep 
the fire small. Soak the fire with water before 
you go. 

•	 Detergents, soap and toothpaste can harm 
aquatic and marine life. Use biodegradable 
products and wash in a container well away 
from the water. 

•	 Always use toilets provided. 

•	 Campgrounds are social places but everyone 
needs some rest and relaxation. Please 
respect the rights of others for quiet enjoyment 
of the outdoors. 

•	 Pay your fees to help keep campsites available 
in the future. 

•	 Always thoroughly clean your equipment 
before and after trips to minimise spreading 
weeds and diseases. 

•	 Protect native plants and animals. 

Toitu te whenua / leave the land undisturbed. 

Corner Creek Campsite. Photo: Craig Harrison
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Dundas Hut Roaring Stag Hut Photo: Joe Hansen
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Blue Range Hut. Photo: Mikis van Geffen

Shelters 

There are two shelters in the Tararua Forest Park which 
can be used for shelter or as a turn-around point on day 
walks. These are:

Mountain House shelter 

Located on Gentle Annie track, accessed from 
Holdsworth road-end, Tararua Forest Park.

Smith Creek shelter 

Located on walk up Tauherenikau River Valley, accessed 
from Kaitoke road-end, Tararua Forest Park.

Powell Hut. Photo: Amanda Cosgrove
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Mitre Flats Hut



Care for the environment

•	 Protect native plants and animals

•	 Stay on tracks

•	 Use toilets provided

•	 Take all your rubbish with you,  

and pick up any you come across

•	 Light fires only when permitted.  

Use only dead, dry wood

•	 Leave huts and campsites clean and tidy -  

as you would like to find them

•	 Share the outdoors - be considerate of others

•	 Clean your gear and equipment thoroughly before 

and after trips to minimise the spread of weeds and 

diseases

•	 Unless specified, water is not treated. You may wish 

to boil or treat it before drinking

•	 Respect historic and cultural heritage  

Toitu te whenua / Leave the land undisturbed

Photo: Mikis van Geffen
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Tararua Ranges. Photo: Nick Fisentzidis


